
 										334.	            
BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th November 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr N. Morris, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr G. Coton and parishioner L. Horton.
	 
155/24	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead.
156/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr C. Lane with regards to minute reference 164/24/d.
157/24 Public Participation: L. Horton.
158/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th October 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
159/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk sent an email to our local PCSO about the antisocial behaviour in the village to see if they can visit or what else they might suggest.  The clerk shared the two replies received, under correspondence.  The advice provided by the PCSO is to be included in the next village newsletter.
· The clerk contacted CDC on the 18th November, to ask the road sweeper to confirm when they can come so that we can ask car owners to keep their cars off the road.  They have not replied yet, so the clerk will chase this up.
· The clerk will check on site the status of the recreation ground playground.  If the cleaning has not taken place, the clerk will contact KJ Cleaning Ltd.
· The clerk contacted Jane Olds and sent her the acceptance letter as our new Internal Auditor.
· The clerk contacted three tree surgeons for a quote for a visual tree inspection.  Town and County Trees Ltd quoted £900 inc VAT, Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd quoted £540.00 inc VAT, and  Devey Tree Care quoted £720 inc VAT.  All agreed that the Parish Council will instruct Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd to proceed with the visual tree inspection as they are the cheapest and they did a good job last time.
· The clerk shared a template letter provided by CDC which could be sent to the owner of the land near Heathfield, Islip Road.  Cllr D Ledger has also been helping to identify whom we need to write to.  It is not a clear answer but it does appear to fall outside of any boundary lines so all agreed for the clerk to contact Highways with a copy of the map Cllr D. Ledger has obtained and show them that the ditches appear to be the responsibility of Highways after all.
160/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that OCC are currently looking into moving from County Hall to Speedwell Street.
· They was a proposal to turn off all street lights at midnight, but the feedback from residents and the police force was very negative so this is not going ahead.
· There is a draft devolution white paper which was shared very recently and will be published shortly.
· The next Police Liaison meeting is taking place on Friday 13th December 2024 at 7pm in Chesterton Village Hall.  The clerk will confirm if she can attend this meeting.
· They held a ‘Pizza and Politics’ event at County Hall, with children.  The event went well and the feedback was very positive.
· With regards to the new football stadium, the planning application should be happening in March 2025.
· There is a lot of work happening at the moment to get the Local Plan finalised as soon as possible.
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161/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Charlotte Iddon about a Smoke Free Community Fund.  Would we like to run a Smoke Free initiative?  No further action.
b) Consultation letter from Tahira Khan.  No further action.
c) A reply from OCC about the road works on Islip Road.  No further action.

7:50pm – District Cllr G. Coton arrived.

162/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that the budget consultation is currently underway.
· A resident satisfaction survey is going live now and she confirmed she will share the links to that with us so that we can share it with our community.
· There is a focus on Bicester Market Square to modernise it and make it more popular.
163/24	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
b) Michael Furness - Budget Consultation.  No further action.
164/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – County Cllr N. Simpson shared that Mr D. Harrison will be looking into the budget for our bus service now as this is coming up in March 2025.
c) Bletchingdon School – Lisa Horton, Chair of Governors, was invited to attend this meeting.  A discussion was had which included practical things the governors need such as a clerk and another governor, confirmation that the staff re-structure has gone well and that there is a focus on sharing with the community all the great things the school is doing/delivering.   The Parish Council confirmed their support where it is possible to give it and thanked Lisa Horton for coming.

8pm – L. Horton left the meeting.

d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that CDC have confirmed that the housing allocation for Bletchingdon in the new Local Plan will be 50 new homes.  Now that this number is known, the Housing Policy can be finalised .  A draft of this policy was shared with everyone prior to the meeting, including the consultants.  County Cllr N. Simpson recommended putting together a list of the things the Parish Council would like for the community, ready for any potential developers.  A NP meeting will be held shortly to progress the NP.
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
f) Communication – The clerk shared the deadline for the next edition of the village newsletter with everyone in case they had any items to include.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – No further action at this time.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – Cllr D. Robins looked into the VAS and SID options the clerk had researched.  He recommends the cheapest option which was recommended by MAC Traffic Solutions Ltd and are provided by Elan City.  He met on site with the co-ordinator of the CSW group who have great insight into the best locations within our village to deter speeders.  As a result of that onsite meeting, a question was raised about how far the VAS sensors can detect.  The clerk is to contact MAC Traffic Solutions Ltd to get confirmation of the distance the sensors can reach.  This will help confirm the best locations for these signs.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – They continue to meet and record speeders through the village.  It appears to be working as a method to reduce speeds and improve traffic calming.
336.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – Cllr C. Lane reported that the final section of plastic path should be completed in the next couple of weeks.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The Planning Inspectorate declined their appeal.  They have until the 11th December to cease use of and remove the batching equipment.  Cllr M. Taylor brought in the Oxford Mail dated today, which included an advertisement for this company indicating that they are still intending to operate, but it did not include a location address in the advertisement.  District Cllr G. Coton took a photograph of the article to take back to CDC.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF. The clerk has not had an update on this case so she will chase this up.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he’s heard back from CDC approving our request to create a community fitness area.  It is currently with their legal department to finalise the new agreement which we should receive soon.
l) The Slipe –  No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that progress is being made.  A settlement has been agreed and we are currently waiting for confirmation of the sum that is being settled.  It should be the full amount.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) New phone service – Cllr D. Robins reported that the new phone service has been connected and will work.  What needs to happen next is to transfer the existing phone number to this new service.  Once this has been done, the clerk can cancel the BT service as soon as possible.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule November 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	SLCC – Annual Subscription Fee
	General Admin
	164/24/p
	£150.00
	£0.00
	£150.00

	Card Payment 
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge
	General Admin
	164/24/p
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	D. Ledger – Reimbursement for costs incurred from Land Registry searches
	General Admin
	164/24/p
	£18.00
	£0.00
	£18.00

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for October 2024.
	Grounds Maintenance
	164/24/p
	£297.00
	£59.40
	£356.40

	Card Payment
	Amazon – Stationary
	General Admin
	164/24/p
	£79.71
	£15.95
	£95.66


The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd November 2024 for £64.54 including VAT (£10.76).
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerks salary payment for October, November & December 2024 plus back pay payment due.
	Clerks Salary
	164/24/p
	£1,828.80
	£0.00
	£1,828.80

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax payment for clerks salary plus Employer’s National Insurance contribution
	Clerks Salary
	164/24/p
	£458.72
	£0.00
	£458.72

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge
	General Admin
	164/24/p
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99


The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd December 2024 for £65.42 including VAT (£10.90).
q) Budget Plans for 2025/2026 – The clerk shared with everyone prior to the meeting, the revised Q2 report which was a better reflection of the year to date figure following the October bank statement.  She also shared the budget plans for 2025/2026 prior to the meeting.  A discussion was held and all agreed to proceed with the draft budget as proposed by the clerk.  A copy of this budget is included below.
	Expenditure
	2024/25 Budget
	6 month point 2024/25
	2025/26
Budget
	Comments/Notes
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Administration
	£3,300.00
	£872.00
	£2,500.00
	Decreased as we have not used even half of this so far.
	 

	Clerks salary
	£8,250.00
	£4,119.00
	£9,070.00
	This has been increased to allow for the pay rise of April 2024 plus Employer NI contribution changes in 2025/2026
	 

	Contract Grounds Maintenance(Green Scythe Ltd)
	£7,000.00
	£3,174.00
	£7,000.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Grant to church for mowing
	£800.00
	£800.00
	£900.00
	An increase of £100 here as agreed earlier in the year.
	 

	Dog bin emptying plus administration
	£1,800.00
	£433.00
	£1,800.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Insurance
	£1,000.00
	£848.00
	£1,000.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Tree works and other open spaces
	£1,000.00
	£785.00
	£1,000.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Village Hall Parish Office Rent
	£1,800.00
	£1,200.00
	£1,800.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Donations
	£600.00
	£550.00
	£800.00
	Increased to allow for an increase in donation to the village news printing costs in 2025/2026.
	 

	Chairman's allowance
	£150.00
	£0.00
	£150.00
	No change here. 
	 

	Neighbourhood Plan
	£2,000.00
	£0.00
	£1,000.00
	Decreased this as we have just over £13,000 in allocated funds.
	 

	Parish Office (fixed assets)
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	 
	 

	Contingency 
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	 
	 

	Sub Total
	£27,700.00
	£12,781.00
	£27,020.00
	2025/2026 Budget
	 

	Contingency (C/F)
	£1,378.91
	£0.00
	£1,378.91
	£27,020
	 

	Neighbourhood Plan (C/F)
	£13,052.62
	£0.00
	£13,052.62
	-£2,000
	Minimum Estimated VAT claim for 2024/2025

	Traffic Calming Measures (C/F)
	£25,800.00
	£0.00
	£25,800.00
	£25,000
	 

	Parish Plan./Community Fitness Area (C/F)
	£8,000.00
	£0.00
	£8,000.00
	Precept 2024/2025
	 

	Interest to date (C/F)
	£699.13
	£0.00
	£699.13
	£25,000.00
	 

	Sub Total in Savings A/C/Allocated Funds
	£48,930.66
	£0.00
	£48,930.66
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purple highlight is for the allocated funds held in our reserve account.
	
	
	
	



165/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/02390/F – Bletchingdon Village Hall, Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon OX5 3FD – To remove all bollard lights from the car park and replace with alternative lighting.  Approved.
24/02403F – 2 Meadow Walk, Heathfield, OX5 3GF – Dormer extension to rear roof slope and rooflights to rear to facilitate conversion of loft to habitable accommodation.  Refused.
24/01683/F – Land East of Heathfield Cottages, Heathfield OX5 3DX – Erection of 2 horse stable, feed store and secure tack room land used for keeping of horses for equestrian purposes.  Approved.
24/02558/F – Anselm House, 1 Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Single storey rear extension.  Approved.
24/01620/F – 28 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Single and two storey side extension and single storey rear extension with internal alterations.  Approved.
24/02301/CLUE – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Certificate of lawfulness of existing development: Existing building works for pool house.  Approved.
24/00874/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Amendment to 18/01945/F to enable use of excavated spoil material from approved underground facility to form naturalised and contoured undulations to include a grotto structure within Great New Ground.  Creation of viewing mound with spiralled grass path, buried mount and erection of a bronze sculpture within Springwell Park.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/02742/F – David Goddard – 3 Manor Farm Park, Hampton Poyle, Kidlington OX5 2PW – Addition of 1 new static caravan and 1 new dayroom to the existing gypsy travellers site.  
166/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Screaming Frog, asking about our Christmas Light budget.  The clerk reported that she followed the same path as many other clerks who had also received this email and replied with the simple message that we do not have any such budget.
b) An email from Ian Wilkins with regards to the anti-social behaviour in Bletchingdon.
c) An email from Diana Davies with a request for a donation to Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Clean Slate. (we have already donate £50 in May of this year).  No further action.
167/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· It was reported that a resident tripped and fell in the car park as it is very dark in there at the moment.  All agreed the clerk should contact the BCF to ask when they expect to be able to proceed with the installation of the new lights.
· Cllr C. Lane reported that he and Chad have removed the rotten balance beams from the recreation ground so that the climbing wall can now be officially opened.  Cllr D. Robins has attached the ‘Community Lottery Grant’ sign to the wall too.  The clerk will now let the community know that it is open and use the necessary social media channels to share that this was made available to our community with thanks to the Lottery.  
· Cllr C. Lane added that he and Chad have also successfully removed the old/broken bin from The Green and replaced it with the new one.  All agreed that this news can be added to the village newsletter along with a special message of thanks for their hard work.  Cllr D. Ledger will also put together a map and ‘pin’ the locations of all the bins within the village for reference.  
· Cllr D. Lane removed the old broken noticeboard from the side of the bus shelter.  Cllr D. Robins went on to say that he will speak again to M. Bickley for a quote to get the light repaired inside the bus shelter.
339.
· Cllr M. Taylor confirmed he will try to visit Barclays during his time off in December to sort out his signature on the Parish Council mandate.
168/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 1st January 2025.                                                                                                             
169/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 8th January 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:50pm.
