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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th June 2025 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, County Cllr L. Gordon and parishioner A. Maclachlan.
	
079/25	Apologies: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Whitehead and Cllr C. Lane.
080/25	Confirmation of Representatives and Advisory Groups: 
Bletchingdon Charity Committee – Mrs Sue MacReady & Mr Mark Taylor
Village Hall Committee – No committee.
Sports & Social Club Committee – Cllr C. Lane – to be confirmed
Transport Representative – Mrs Anne Maclachlan
Village News – Chair & clerk plus Paul and Lisa Atkins.
Planning Advisory Group – Mr Tony Saunders, Cllr C. Lane, Mr Mark Webber. Cllr R. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger & Cllr M. Whitehead additional.
Representative on School Governing Body – None.
London Oxford Airport Representative – Cllr M. Taylor
081/25	Declarations of Interest: None.
082/25 Public Participation: A. Maclachlan.
083/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th May 2025:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr R. Pirie.
084/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
I. There is no contact number so the clerk had to use an online contact form to contact Sanctuary Housing asking them to take care of empty property which is attracting rats and blocking the pavement.  So far, an acknowledgment has been received but nothing further.
II. The clerk reported the abandoned car on the land behind Station Road.
III. The clerk contacted Kat Gash to report the metal casing on Oxford Road where the bin used to be. She confirmed this is Highways responsibility and arranged for her team to make the area safe.  Currently, a safety fence has been put up around the metal casing.
IV. The clerk reported the damaged footpath and kerb stones throughout Valentia on Fix my Street and copied Kat Gash in to the report.  She replied to confirm that she will visit Bletchingdon with a colleague to assess the condition of the pavements and put a plan in place to get the necessary repairs done.  Additionally, a report on Fix my Street states that the kerb stones near The Green and around Valentia will be addressed in the next 28 days.
V. The clerk wrote to the owner of The Corner House about the necessary repairs needed on the wall.   Since writing, they have taken action and repairs are nearly complete.
VI. The clerk responded positively to the survey with regards to the speed limit changes proposed in Weston on the Green.
VII. The clerk obtained a ‘Grant Policy’ and shared this with all Cllrs for review and approval prior to the meeting.  A discussion was had and it was agreed by all that this policy should be adopted with immediate effect.  The clerk will add the policy and application form to the website.
VIII. The clerk contacted Navitas Design Ltd and gave them Cllr D. Robins contact details so that progress on the new website could be made.
IX. The clerk contacted Paul McCarthy from MAC Traffic Solutions and asked them to come for a site survey and shared Cllr D. Robins contact details for the meeting.
X. The clerk contacted OCC and reported the trees that are overhanging the footpath.  They replied to confirm that they will visit the location and asses the trees.
XI. The clerk can confirm that the bank mandate has been updated.  Cllr D. Robins is now a signatory along with C. Lane, F. Mason and M. Taylor.  
085/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr L. Gordon reported that there is more information available on websites now to explain the different re-organisation structures currently being proposed.  These are not consultations but the opinions of Parish Councils should be taken into consideration so we can write to our MP if we wish.  
· There is currently a consultation open with regards to the congestion charge in Oxford.  The consultation is open till the 3rd August 2025.  All agreed, the clerk should share the details of this consultation on Facebook and Bletchnet as unfortunately the next newsletter will not be delivered in time.
· There has been a meeting about the London Road closure.  The details are currently confidential but the meeting itself was positive.  When she can, she will share more details.
· Gully clearance is now set to be done annually, rather than once every three years.  Our area is scheduled for Feb/Mar 2026 but it would be better if this could be brought forward to before our next winter, not after.  She will continue to advocate for this to be brought forward.
· The Councillor Priority Funding will be open again soon.  Once she has the details, she will share them with the Parish Council.
· Finally, she will not be available for approximately 3 months from 23th July 2025 but other County Cllrs will be given permission to act on her behalf in her absence and also District Cllr G. Coton will act on her behalf too.
086/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
087/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
088/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
089/25	Parish matters:
a) Community Emergency Plan – A. Maclachlan reported that she attended the climate engagement virtual meeting as requested by the Parish Council.  This then led to a meeting in person which included climate issues in communities.  The message taken from this meeting was that all Parishes should have a community emergency plan.  BPC already have one in place but she would like to request that this is reviewed.  County Cllr L. Gordon will see what resources are available to help create a more thorough plan.  All agreed the clerk should include a request for volunteers in the next edition of the village newsletter to assist with this.  Finally, the clerk will contact local clerks to see what they are doing.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
d) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) –  Cllr D. Ledger shared his report via email, prior to this meeting. 
The policy document is still undergoing some changes.  The NP committee were advised by CFO and CDC that it would be better to align it with the CDC Local Plan to 2042 rather than the existing plan.  It is not a major change but will increase our NP’s shelf life.  I will circulate when the changes have been made.  The design code is almost completed.  All other parts are just about ready to go and so hopefully we can move it all forward next month.
f) Village Improvements – No further news at this time.
g) Communication & Village News –  The clerk reminded everyone that the deadline for the next edition of the village news is the 18th July 2025.  All agreed, the next article should include an introduction to Sam Cox, the new clerk for Bletchingdon Parish Council.  The clerk is also to ask the Cllrs who were not able to attend tonight's meeting for any items they might like to include.
h) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – No further news at this time.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – No further news at this time.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – No further news at this time.
i) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – Cllr R. Pirie reported the good news that the final section of plastic footpath has now been removed and upgraded to match the other section of footpath.  The invoice for this work should arrive before the next meeting.  Special thanks to Cllr C. Lane for following up on this to ensure its completion.  All agreed this agenda item can now be closed.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Heathfield Development – The case has been appealed.  Please see the planning section.
k) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
l) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
m) Sewerage Treatment Plant – No further news at this time.  
n) Bletch Bash – A grant application form has been received.  A discussion was had and all agreed to support the event and to make a donation as per their request, of £700.00.  Some details were missing from the application so the clerk is to ask for confirmation of which organisation the funding would be going to.  
o) Land behind the Sports and Social Club – No further news at this time.
p) Vacancy – Cllr R. Pirie introduced Sam Cox to the meeting.  Following a successful interview and application, the Parish Council offered her the job as clerk and responsible finance officer for Bletchingdon Parish Council (BPC), which Sam accepted.  All agreed that this agenda item can now be closed and welcomed Sam to BPC.
q) Annual Insurance Policy – The clerk confirmed with Clear Councils that we will proceed with their insurance policy and made sure that payment was made as soon as possible to ensure the policy began on the 1st June 2025.  All agreed, this agenda item can now be closed.
r) Visual Tree Survey/Subsequent tree work – The clerk contacted Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd and asked for a quote for the work needed in the next 1-3 months.  This quote was shared prior to the meeting.  A discussion was had and it was agreed to seek Cllr C. Lane’s thoughts on the quote before proceeding any further.
s) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule June 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 
Finance Report
As at the 30th May 2025, the accounts stood at:
Barclays current account			£33,732.17
Barclays deposit account			£45,877.37

Income						
Dac Beachcroft – excess refund			£125.00
Standing Orders/Direct Debits	
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Standing Order
	Bletchingdon Village Hall – Monthly rent of the Parish Office
	Village Hall
	025/25/q
	£150.00
	£.00
	£150.00



	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge 
	General Admin
	149/24/o
	£5.83
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	Bletchingdon Village News
	Donations
	075/25/i
	£600.00
	£0.00
	£600.00

	Bank TF
	Quarterly payment to F. Mason.  Clerk’s salary for April, May and June 2025.
	Clerk’s salary
	089/25/s
	£1,708.00
	£0.00
	£1,708.00

	Bank TF
	HMRC payment for clerks Income Tax
	Clerk’s salary
	089/25/s
	£426.80
	£0.00
	£426.80

	Bank TF
	HMRC payment for Employer NIC contributions
	Clerk’s salary
	089/25/s
	£132.72
	£0.00
	£132.72

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting and works during May 2025
	Grounds Maintenance
	089/25/s
	£894.76
	£178.95
	£1,073.71



With regards to the payment to Bletchingdon Village News, Bletchingdon Parish Council has used the powers under section 137 of the local government act in order to grant this donation.
090/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
None.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
25/01418/F – Mr Niaz Muhammed – Family Farm House, Part of the A34 by Weston on The Green, Bicester OX25 3QQ – Driver rest stop facility including the formation of a new entry and exit slip road adjoining the A34, parking area for cars and HGV’s, erection of an amenity building (including toilets and catering area), EV charging station, solar PV array, battery storage facility, other ancillary structures/buildings and landscaped amenity area.  No objections.
c) To consider Appeals and Appeal Decisions received from the District Council
APP/C3105/W/25/3366681 – Trinity Properties Ltd – 8 Heathfield Cottages, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DU.
APP/C3105/C/25/3365518 – Heathfield Yard, Street Through Heathfield Village, Heathfield OXON OX5 3DX 

091/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from a neighbouring parish asking if BPC would like to join a coalition with regards to objecting to the Puy du Fou plans, brought forward from last month’s meeting.  A discussion was had and all agreed not to take any further action until an actual planning application has been put forward.  The clerk is to reply to their email explaining that decision.
b) OALC newsletter.  No further action.
c) An email from a resident reporting a new entrance being created on Islip Road.  Cllr D. Robins replied accordingly, prior to the meeting.  To confirm, the entrance being created has had planning permission granted.
d) An email from Home Start with an application for a grant/donation.  All agreed ,the clerk should reply and send them our new grant policy and application form.

20:35 County Cllr L. Gordon arrived.

e) An email from Kidlington PC and Beckley & Stowood PC asking if we want to join their Parishes to oppose the ‘Greater Oxford’ proposal.  A discussion was had and it was agreed to take no further action at this time until more information is available.
f) An email from Keith Davies with regards to their VDS (Volunteer Driver Service) asking for the support from BPC.  All agreed, the clerk should also send them the grant policy and application form.
g) An email from OALC sharing a petition initiated by Dr James Derounian with regards to the government decision to cut funding for neighbourhood plans.  A discussion was had and all agreed to sign this petition as we have benefitted from this funding.
092/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Playground inspection is going ahead in July 2025.
093/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 16th July 2025.                                                                                                          
094/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 23rd July 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 21:18

