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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, District Cllr G. Coton and 2 parishioners.
	
061/25	Apologies: Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor. Cllr C. Lane and County Cllr L. Gordon.
062/25	Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office - The clerk invited Councillors to give nominations for Chair of Bletchingdon Parish Council.  Cllr D. Ledger nominated Cllr D. Robins.  Cllr M. Whitehead seconded the motion and it was agreed.  The Chair was then duly elected and signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Proper Officer, the Clerk.
063/25	Election of Vice Chair: Cllr R. Pirie was nominated as vice chair by Cllr D. Robins, which was agreed by both Cllr D. Ledger and Cllr M. Whitehead.  Cllr R. Pirie previously indicated to Cllr D. Robins that should she be nominated again, she would accept the position.
064/25	Confirmation of Representatives and Advisory Groups: It was agreed to postpone this item to next month’s meeting.
065/25	Declarations of Interest: None.
066/25 Public Participation: The Parish Council invited the parishioners to speak.  They explained a problem they currently have with one of their accesses to their property being blocked.  Due to the nature of this being a civil matter, the Parish Council confirmed they cannot get involved.  District Cllr G. Coton gave them the contact details for their County Cllr to see if there is anything that can be done about the public footpath access also being blocked in the same area.
067/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th April 2025:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
068/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
I. The clerk wrote to the owner of The Corner House about the necessary repairs needed on the wall.  No reply has been received yet.
II. The clerk displayed the details of the three road closures in the Noticeboard and on Facebook, Whatsapp and included a notice in the Village Newsletter.
III. The clerk contacted Navitas Design Ltd again to let them know that we would like to proceed with their proposal to upgrade our website.  They have replied asking to speak with someone to go over how the Parish Council want this to look.  Cllr D. Robins agreed for his contact details to be shared with the company.
IV. The clerk ordered more office printer ink as required and approved in April’s meeting.
069/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None
070/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Highways department asking for feedback on proposals to reduce the speed limit in Weston on the Green.  All saw no issue with the plans and therefore all agreed to support the proposal so the clerk will reply accordingly.
071/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that the new executive team for OCC has now been set.
· The Local Plan is going to the full council in July so it is likely to be with the planning inspectorate by the end of the summer/early autumn.
· There is a new strategy underway to make the council more modern.  There will be a focus on affordable housing.
· There is also a ‘Transformation Programme’ being launched.  This is because the business rates will change in 2029 so in order to prepare, changes are being made now.
· Nigel Simpson has been appointed as deputy chair for CDC.
072/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
b) Invitation to attend the Parish Liaison Meeting 11/06/2025 6:10pm.  The clerk asked if anyone present is able to attend.  No-one at the meeting is able to so the clerk will email the other Cllrs to see if they can.
073/25	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) –  Cllr D. Ledger reported that the policies in the plan are aligned to the 2031 version of the CDC local plan, which is still in force.  This means that once the 2042 version, which is due to be submitted soon, is passed and adopted, our NP would need to be updated to align it to this new one.  In order therefore to extend the shelf life of the NP the NP committee agreed that it should be aligned to the 2042 local plan.  The consultants will do this work for us have said the changes should be relatively minor.  Once this is done, the plan will be presented to the Parish Council for approval.
e) Village Improvements – Cllr D. Robins reported that a request has been made to the PC with regards to the plans for the pub.  Would the Parish Council (PC) be willing to send a letter to the conservation team at CDC to say that the PC have seen these plans and are in support of them.  All agreed the PC is happy to do this.  Cllr D. Robins will first ask what the best contact details at CDC are to send this letter to and then will draft the letter for approval.
The bin on Oxford Road that was falling apart, has now gone but there remains the metal casing which is sticking out of the pavement.  In the first instance, the clerk will report this to OCC Highways via Fix my Street to see if this is something they can remove or replace.
f) Communication & Village News –  The latest article was circulated to all and approved prior to the deadline.  This will be delivered early June 2025.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – No further news at this time.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk emailed James Wright again to ask how we can find out about underground cables and can we use the existing pole but is still not getting a reply.  Cllr D. Robins has spoken to the homeowners adjacent to the proposed location to the VAS on Islip Road.  They are happy for this to go ahead as long as it is quite close to the wall and does not block anyone’s view when leaving from the driveway.  Cllr D. Robins suggested asking the VAS company to come out and survey the areas to see if they can ascertain if it is likely there are any cables underground.  All agreed to this so the clerk will get in touch and confirmed with Cllr D. Robins that he is happy for his contact details to be shared.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – No further news at this time.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Heathfield Development – No further news at this time.
j) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he has contacted CDC again and although nothing has progressed yet, CDC have been prompted again to get this completed.
k) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – The clerk has checked the bank account and can confirm that the excess fee of £125 has been refunded to the Parish Council.  All agreed that this agenda item can finally be closed after many months of Cllr C. Lanes hard work.
l) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
m) Sewerage Treatment Plant – No further news at this time.
n) External Audit - The clerk submitted the completed audit paperwork to the external auditor and put the necessary paperwork on website too.  
o) Bletch Bash – Cllr D. Robins reported that he received an email from the BCF (see correspondence) to ask for PC support for the upcoming Bletch Bash planned for the end of August this year.  A discussion was had about how the PC should support this event.  The clerk suggested adopting a ‘Grant Policy’ so that the BCF can apply that way and in the meantime, if the BCF can detail what it is they would like from the PC, that would help with their decision making.  Cllr D Robins will ask them to give more detail to explain what support from the PC they would like and the clerk will obtain a ‘Grant Policy’ for review and adoption to circulate as soon as possible.
p) Land behind the Sports and Social Club – This will be postponed until next month’s meeting.
q) Vacancy – The clerk amended the vacancy notice and published it again in the approved ways Facebook, Whatsapp, Website, Noticeboards and asked Tackley, Weston and Kirtlington Parish Councils if they would also post the vacancy notice on their website.  One interested party asked for a job description which was provided, but there has been no further contact.  It is hoped the article in the next village newsletter will garner more interest.
r) Annual Insurance Policy – The clerk shared two comparative quotes for next years annual insurance policy prior to the meeting.  A discussion was had and although it is the more expensive option, the quote provided by Clear Councils is more comprehensive and therefore better value for money.  It was agreed by all to proceed with the policy quoted by Clear Councils.
Zurich - £632.00 
Clear Councils - £935.95
s) Visual Tree Survey – The clerk shared the report for review prior to the meeting.  There is some work recommended to do within the next month to three months.  It was agreed to request a quote for this work with a separate line quoting for stump removal.  The clerk will reply accordingly.
t) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule May 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 
Finance Report
Financial report and budget monitoring report – to receive the report
As at the 29th April 2025, the accounts stood at:
Barclays current account			£37,450.55
Barclays deposit account			£45,877.37

Income
9th April – CDC Precept				£12,500.00
24th April – HMRC VAT Claim			£3,178.76
Standing Orders/Direct Debits	
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Standing Order
	Bletchingdon Village Hall – Monthly rent of the Parish Office
	Village Hall
	025/25/q
	£150.00
	£.00
	£150.00


Invoices for payment 30th May 2025
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Amazon – Printer Ink for the Office
	General Admin
	050/25/X
	£75.52
	£15.10
	£90.62

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge 18/04-17/05 2025
	General Admin
	149/24/o
	£8.32
	£1.66
	£9.98

	Bank TF
	Navitas Design Ltd – Deposit for new website
	General Admin
	050/25/VII
	£375.00
	£75.00
	£450.00

	Bank TF
	Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd – Visual Tree Inspection for Recreation Ground and The Green
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	005/25
	£450.00
	£90.00
	£540.00

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass Cutting and Weed Spraying May 2025
	Grounds Maintenance
	073/25/t
	£615.00
	£123.00
	£738.00


	Bank TF
	Clear Insurance Management Ltd – Annual Insurance Policy
	Insurance
	073/25/r
	£841.03
	£94.92
	£935.95



074/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
25/00556/F – Field House, 1 Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3ET – Split the curtilage into two and erection of a new house on the east plot (self-build).  Refused.
25/00614/LB – 5 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Internal re-configuration at first floor to provide an additional bedroom.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
25/00974/TCA – Damaris O’Hanlon – Corner House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Weeping Ash, to be removed.  No objections.
25/00180/F – Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Incorporate a new boat landing stage into the dam outlet structure on the Central Pool and erection of a boat house.  No objections.
c) To consider Appeals and Appeal Decisions received from the District Council
APP/C3105/W/25/3365167 with regards to refused planning application number 25/00556/F.  No further comments to be added.
APP/C3105/D/25/33359138 – 2 Meadow Walk, Heathfield, Bletchingdon OX5 3FG with regards to planning application 24/02403/F.  The appeal has been dismissed.
075/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from a Parishioner with regards to our Community Emergency Plan.  All agreed to postpone this to next month’s meeting.
b) An email from the BCF with regards to the plans they are making for an event later this year being called ‘Bletch Bash 2’ which is currently an agenda item.
c) An email from a parishioner asking about grounds maintenance around the Church.  The trees between the church and the graveyard are the responsibility of OCC so the clerk will report these via Fix my Street and reply to the parishioner accordingly.
d) An email from Bus Infrastructure about bus stop improvements.  All agreed to reply confirming the Parish Council are happy for them to proceed.
e) An email from a neighbouring parish asking if BPC would like to join a coalition with regards to objecting to the Puy du Fou plans.  All agreed to postpone this to next month’s meeting,
f) An email from Residents First.  No further action.
g) An email from OALC sharing the date for the next ‘Talking Tables’ event.  No further action.
h) An email from Dr K Bateson, Oxford Parent-Infant project, asking for instructions on how to apply for a donation/grant.  The clerk will send a copy of the ‘Grant Policy’ once the policy has been approved and adopted.
i) An email from Ian Gedling asking for support from the PC for the village news printing costs.  The clerk will add this to the monthly payment schedule for next months meeting, for the agreed amount in our budget which was set in November 2024 at £600.00.
076/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The clerk will report the abandoned car on CDC land behind Station Road.
077/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 18th June 2025.                                                                                                          
078/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 25th June 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 8:35pm

