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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th March 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr C. Lane,  Mr. N. Castle and two parishioners.
	 
031/25	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead
032/25	Declarations of Interest: None
033/25 Public Participation: Mr N Castle
034/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th February 2025:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
035/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk displayed posters for the Spring Clean taking place on the weekend of the 29th/30th March 2025 and put notices up on social media.
· The clerk replied to Mr Shirley as agreed, with regards to the alarm sound possibly coming from the stables.
· The clerk saw the chair of the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) on Friday 7th March 2025 and the work on the installation of new lights had already begun.
· The clerk contacted Navitas Design Ltd for a quote to possibly upgrade our website/refresh it and make it more modern.  Before quoting, Navitas Design Ltd asked if BPC would like it to be similar in style to Bicester Town’s website.  All agreed they like the look of this site and this response has been shared with Navitas Design Ltd.  There has been no reply with a quote yet.  The clerk will chase this up.
· The clerk emailed Kat Gash to ask about the data box figures.  She has had no response yet.
· The clerk spoke to the Public Transport Representative (PTR) for Bletchingdon Parish Council about the length of the new bus service contract.  She believes this has been extended for the next 12 months.  The clerk will update the website with the new bus timetable.
· A report was received from the Sports and Social Club (SSC) that one of the swings was broken.  Cllr C Lane kindly took the broken piece away and confirmed it is safe enough to use in the meantime.  The part required is special type of bolt which he will try and get.
· The clerk reported the pot holes near the Hampdon Gay junction which are bad again, and added that there is a new pot hole near The Green and the road street sign that is broken on the corner of Oxford road/Islip Road has also been reported.
· The clerk met with the Internal Auditor on the 5th March 2025.  She is happy that we are compliant but has gone through a number of recommendations which will be in her report at the end of the financial year.  One piece of advice is with regards to the agenda and the item currently called ‘Benefactor’.  She advises that this is not clear enough so perhaps this should be changed to something like ‘Village Improvements’.  All agreed to make this change.
· The clerk contacted Barclays to see where things stand with the current mandate.  The advise is to start the process again.  Barclays have prepared the necessary paperwork and the clerk handed this to Cllr D. Robins to complete his part.  He will then pass it to Cllr M. Taylor to complete his part.  Once that has all been done, the paperwork will be returned to the clerk to return to Barclays.
036/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None.
037/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Rachel Fox about a workshop aimed at developing proposals for part-night street lighting.  No further action.
b) An email from Sam Randle with information from the ‘Climate Engagement Route Map Development’ webinar.  No further action.
c) Two emails from Nigel Simpson with media releases from the County Council about future plans.  These are conflicting so all agreed to ask him more about these when he is next in attendance.
d) Two emails from Rosie-Mae Franklin about two separate upcoming road closures.  It was agreed that the clerk will advertise these road closures on Facebook, Bletchnet and on our website nearer the time.
e) An email from John Dovey about a street light repair taking place in Bletchingdon.  No further action.
038/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
039/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  To follow.
040/25	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the Neighbourhood Planning Committee met with the consultants on Monday 24th March 2025 and the plan itself is almost complete.  Once it is complete, the next stage would be getting it approved by the Parish Council so that it can be submitted to CDC and proceed to public consultation.  A discussion was had about preparing a ‘wish list’ of things parishioners would like to see in our village if a new development is to go ahead.  All agreed this is something that could be opened up to the public at the Annual Meeting of the Parish (AMP) on the 14th May 2025 as well as using Facebook, Bletchnet and our website to invite suggestions.  If this is not opened up to the public during the AMP, it was agreed that a separate public meeting will be arranged later in the year.
e) Benefactor – Nick Castle reported that the plans for the Blacks Head pub are in a pre-application stage with CDC at the moment.  He showed the plan drawings to those present at the meeting and described the proposal.  What has been designed has been carefully thought through to make the pub viable for re-opening.  The Parish Council all agreed the village is lucky to have this proposal and they hope to see the pre-application approved so that the full application can be submitted.  In terms of timescales, nothing is likely to happen for at least 12 months, if approved.  The Parish Council thanked Nick Castle for his time.  As mentioned in the clerk’s update on action points, all agreed to amend the agenda item name to ‘Village Improvements’ with immediate effect.
7:45pm:  Mr N. Castle left the meeting.
f) Communication – The draft Village News article was shared with all for approval before sending to the Editor.  The next deadline is the 18th May 2025.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Pending information from Jackie Cox via County Cllr N. Simpson.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk emailed James Wright after Cllr D. Robins marked up the spots for our new VAS.  He has replied and Cllr R. Robins reported that he has approved the positions in principle but raised a couple of questions.  With regards to the sign on Islip Road, it is advisable to inform the residents who’s home is adjacent and also to double check if any cables are under the pavement.  The clerk will reply to James Wright and ask how can we find out about underground cables.  With regards to the location opposite the Co-op and the concern raised about visibility, Cllr D. Robins suggested using the existing pole.  This is short, but perhaps a longer pole could be installed in this existing location and the existing signs could be moved to the new pole.  The clerk will suggest this to James Wright too, in her reply.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – The clerk shared the reports from our CSW lead.  From just a 20 min watch trialling the camera she recommends, resulted in 14 vehicles exceeding 25mph at speeds between 26 and 36mph.  She also shared the cost of camera equipment which is £3,995 + VAT, plus £235 +VAT for an equipment case and delivery of £35+ VAT.  
The clerk wrote to the clerk at Kirtlington PC to ask if they would like to collaborate on the recommended speed camera for our respective CSW groups, but they replied to decline this invitation.  The CSW lead also shared a link with potential funding for this new camera, being Oxford Airport.  Cllr M. Taylor agreed to raise this question at the next Oxford Airport meeting he attends.  The clerk will reply to the CSW lead and explain that this cost is not currently budgeted for but to let her know that the Parish Council will look into this.  In the meantime, the clerk is to ask her if she could approach Islip and Weston on the Green PC to see if they would be willing to go ‘thirds’ on their camera?
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.   Ivy is now growing up around this tree which needs to be taken care of.  The clerk will email CDC and ask for this to be done. 
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The clerk chased this case for an update and the reply from CDC enforcement team is that owners have been interviewed under caution and the occupants attended an interview after that.  Cherwell Concrete have told the council they are ceasing operations from 31 March, with the equipment being removed from the site over the following month.  The council will wait to see if this occurs before considering the public interest test.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF. The clerk chased this up and the reply from CDC enforcement team was that during their discussion with their legal team, it was felt that two enforcement notices may be required.  These have been drafted and currently await sign off by their legal team.  They will contact the clerk when the notices have been served.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that his last correspondence had been to request a response from CDC by the end of March 2025 so he is waiting until then before chasing again.
l) The Slipe –  Cllr D. Ledger reported that this area has been removed from the Neighbourhood Plan as a designated green space as it is already protected land through the BCF Trust.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – The clerk has been checking but the insurance refund has not come through yet.  Cllr C. Lane has followed up on this and they are looking into getting this credit returned but there are a few final checks to do yet.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Sewerage Treatment Plant – The clerk wrote to Kat Gash to inform her about the sewage water being dumped in to Bletchingdon Brook.  Kat Gash replied to thank the Parish Council for this information and that they will look into this.  The clerk will follow up on this.
p) Risk Assessment – The clerk shared the Risk Assessment prior to the meeting, ready to be reviewed.  Following a small update to add a note that the new playground at the Duchy Fields is not the responsibility of the Parish Council, this was approved by all.
q) Asset Register – The clerk shared the Asset Register prior to the meeting, ready to be reviewed.  The new assets have been added and a few old items were removed, as follows;
Added to the asset register was the Climbing Wall and the replacement waste bin on The Green.
Removed from the asset register were the two old office laptops no longer working, the old noticeboard which was attached to the bus stop, before disintegrating and the item labelled MUGA fencing (part) which is not the responsibility of the Parish Council.
Following these amendments, the Asset Registered was approved by all.
r) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule March 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 
Finance Report
As at the 27th February, the accounts stood at:
Barclays current account			£25,304.59
Barclays deposit account			£49,113.65
Standing Orders/Direct Debits	
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Standing Order
	Bletchingdon Village Hall – Monthly rent of the Parish Office
	Village Hall
	025/25/q
	£150.00
	£.00
	£150.00


Invoices for payment 27th March 2025
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge 18/03-17/04 2025
	General Admin
	149/24/o
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	Clerk’s salary for Jan, Feb and March 2025
	Clerks Salary
	This minute
	£1707.80
	£0.00
	£1707.80

	Bank TF
	HMRC payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This minute
	£427.00
	£0.00
	£427.00

	Bank TF
	Oxfordshire County Council – Data search request to include in the Neighbourhood Plan
	Neighbourhood Plan
	025/25/d
	£130.00
	£26.00
	£156.00

	Card Payment
	ICO – Annual data protection fee
	General Admin
	This minute
	£52.00
	£0.00
	£52.00

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxfordshire – Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Fees for the Design Code
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This minute
	£3,280.00
	£656.00
	£3,936.00



041/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
25/00202/TCA – London House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Apple tree with rope swing: Rear garden on the raised bed: Reduce the crown back to previous reduction points approximately 1-2 meters off.  Rowan: Rear garden: Leaning tree: Reduce the crown back by 1 meter and remove major deadwood.  Plum: Rear garden corner, adjacent to wall: This tree is unstable:  Fell to near ground level.  Approved. 
b) Planning Applications Received: 
25/00556/F – Mr Songphon Kueawitha - Field House, 1 Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3ET – Split the curtilage into two and erection of a new house on the east plot (self-build).
Objections:  There is no design or access statement attached.  There is no justification for a new house.  Therefore the application is incomplete and this is a new dwelling in the open countryside which is against planning policy.  If permitted it will set a precedent for others in the area to develop in their back gardens.
25/00614/LB – Mr & Mrs S Flint-Wood – 5 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Internal re-configuration at first floor to provide an additional bedroom.  No objections.
9pm:  Two parishioners left the meeting.
042/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from East West Rail Local Representative Group (LRG) with an update.  No further action.
b) An email from Community First with an invitation to an event to discuss rural housing.  No further action.
c) An email from OALC about the OCC day on the 3rd April 2025 at County Hall and the updated Financial Regulations.  Cllr D. Robins pulled out some key items to be looked into.  With regards to our grounds maintenance contract with Green Scythe Ltd, the clerk will contact them to confirm if they have £10m public liability insurance and at the same time, check they will be coming to cut the grass soon.  With regards to VE & VJ Day, Cllr D. Robins will liaise with Bletch Café to see if they would be interested in putting something on to celebrate.  There is also a mention of funding available for sports field improvements.  Cllr D. Robins asked Cllr R. Pirie to share this information with Bletchingdon FC and the SSC in case this funding may be of interest to them.
d) An email from the CWS group with regards to a possible funding route for speed indicator signs.  As previously mentioned in minute ref 040/25/g, the clerk will reply.
e) An email from Mr Peagram with regards to land at Springwell Hill.  A reply was sent on behalf of Bletchingdon Parish Council by Cllr D. Ledger.
f) Cllr D. Robins contacted the Parishioner and addressed the question that was raised at the last meeting.
043/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Kerbs around the Village Green and Valentia/Station Road are very loose.  The clerk will report this on Fix My Street.
· Cllr D. Ledger reported the manhole cover on Station Road, that is in need of repair.
· The broken BT manhole has still not be repaired.  The clerk will follow this up again.
· The clerk reported that she will be handing in her notice at the end of this month.  There is a three month notice period to serve which means her last day will be the 30th June 2025.  She will report back what the next steps are in the following days.
044/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 23rd April 2025.                                                                                                             
045/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 30th April 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:18pm.
