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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 30th April 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Whitehead, District Cllr G. Coton and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	 
046/25	Apologies: Cllr C. Lane.
047/25	Declarations of Interest: None.
048/25 Public Participation: None.
049/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th March 2025:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
050/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
I. The clerk managed the Spring Clean event during the weekend of the 29th/30th March 2025.
II. The clerk wrote to the owners of property adjacent to the proposed site for a new VAS, seeking their support.  No reply has been received to date so Cllr D. Robins said he would follow this up.
III. The clerk sent invitations for the APM to the local community groups.
IV. The clerk contacted Green Scythe Ltd to confirm the schedule for the coming year and to request confirmation of the level of public liability insurance they hold.  This has been provided and it is sufficient for our compliance.
V. The clerk completed and submitted the VAT return for the Year End March 2025 and the other Year End procedures for HMRC.
VI. The clerk displayed the details of the upcoming road closures in the noticeboard.  Nearer the time, she will also share this news on Bletchnet and Whatsapp.
VII. The clerk contacted Navitas Design Ltd again to see if they can quote to possibly upgrade our website/refresh it to a similar style of Bicester Town Council.  She also copied in Cllr D. Robins to see what email services they can offer.  A proposal was received and shared with all for discussion.  All agreed that we should proceed with this proposal which is quoted as costing £750 + VAT.  The clerk will reply to Navitas design accordingly.  The new emails have also been set up and are now in use.
VIII. The clerk reported the pot holes at Heathfield and Hampton Poyle and Gaye again, and added a new report about the loose kerb stones at Station Road/Valentia and The Green.  Following the accident that happened recently, the clerk was also asked to contact the homeowner of the Corner House to ask them to make the damaged wall, safe.
IX. The clerk has emailed all of the points of contact for the Community Emergency Plan to ask them to sign their authority for their details to remain in the plan.  These have now all been received so the form can be renewed for another year.
X. The office printer is in need of more ink.  The clerk requested permission to purchase more, which was approved.
051/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that this will be his last meeting with us due to the changes of boundary lines.  
· A new rail strategy for the County is being looked into, with a view to create new stations for example, at Begbroke.  Not much is known yet and there is a lot to be negotiated so this is in the very early stages.
· A new programme is being created to make it easier to identify how much and where S106 money is available.
· With regards to the new stadium in Kidlington, they are hoping to get the planning application to the planning committee by July 2025.
· A ‘Men in shed’ programme is being put together which should greatly benefit locals finishing education and give them a pathway into a successful career.
· A unitary council is still being discussed as this has not been agreed upon however the final decision does not need to be made until November 2025.
· The Cllrs all thanked County Cllr N. Simpson for all of his hard work and commitment to our Parish over the last few years.  He will be missed.
052/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Tim Darch announcing the launch of a new grant funding package to support community transport.  No further action.
b) An email from Angel Collodel with details of a road closure.  The clerk will display this in our noticeboard and on social media nearer the time.
053/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that Cherwell Concrete have now left the site.  They will be taken to court for breaching the licencing laws.  
· The move to Castle Quay has now gone ahead.  It is recommended to make an appointment to ensure you are seen as some officers work from home.
· With regards to the Local Plan, this is still being worked on.  All comments received from the public consultation are being looked into and considered.  They hope to have it ready for submission to the inspector in June/July 2025.
· East West Rail are currently looking into an underpass in Bicester.
054/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
055/25	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – The design code has been circulated and needs to be sent to Hampton Poyle prior to their next meeting in May 2025 so they can review it too.  The Neighbourhood Planning Committee (NPC) will meet in May to discuss the final design code to get the whole plan signed off and ready for public consultation.  With regards to communicating this effectively to our Parish, it was agreed to advertise the pending public consultation in the next Village News, and to raise awareness of this at the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  More details will also be added to the website and a separate article from the Neighbourhood Planning Committee will be included in the next Village News too.  An email was received from Cllr C. Lane on this topic and his comments and feedback were all considered and noted.   The final version is very nearly ready.  To ensure that all of the statutory steps, rules and framework have been met, the NPC have been working with specialist consultants from the very beginning, who have been overseeing everything.  
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time, however the question was raised with District Cllr G. Coton, how soon will the pre-planning application for the pub be looked at?  She said she will make some enquiries.
f) Communication –  As mentioned above, the NPC public consultation will be in the next edition of the Village News.  The clerk will also write an article about the Spring Clean, advertise our vacancy, mention that the Local Plan may be available to view soon, the good news about Cherwell Concrete and the pending road closures.  The clerk reminded everyone that any further items must be in before the deadline of the 18th May 2025.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – No further news at this time.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk emailed James Wright following his reply to ask how we can find out about underground cables and can we use the existing pole.  He has not replied to date so the clerk will follow this up.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – The clerk wrote the CSW co-ordinator about her ideas for the speed camera but has not had a reply to date.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The TPO has now been put in place dated 22 April 2025 ref: IO/jh10432.  It was resolved to remove this item from the agenda.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The case is now closed as Cherwell Concrete have left the premises.  This agenda item can now be closed too.
Heathfield Development – Ref: 23/00525/ENF - Two enforcement notices were served on the 15th April 2025 at Heathfield Yard, street Through Heathfield, Heathfield.  The alleged breach is 1. a change of use and 2. operational development from agriculture to a scaffolding yard, alongside the construction of structures without planning permission.  Retrospective planning permission was previously refused, ref. 24/02124/F.  The notice requires the land use to return to agriculture and all unauthorised structures to be removed.
k) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
l) The Slipe –  A discussion was had about The Slipe as access has now been created and any future plans are for the BCF to manage.  Therefore it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Prior to the meeting, Cllr C. Lane reported that the insurance company have now confirmed that the excess fee has been refunded.  The clerk will check the account and report back at the next meeting.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Sewerage Treatment Plant – The clerk wrote to Kat Gash to see if there was any action taken following the investigation of the sewage water being dumped in tointo Bletchingdon Brook.   She said she would report back when she had an update.
p) Annual Internal Audit Review – The clerk circulated the annual internal audit report prior to the meeting for everyone to review.  All agreed it was a thorough report with recommendations that will be taken on board.  The Cllrs were pleased that isit was a successful audit.
q) Annual Governance Statement (AGS) – The annual governance statement was completed, approved by all and signed by the clerk and the chair.
r) Statement of Accounts – The statement of accounts was completed, approved by all and signed by the clerk and the chair.
s) Period of Exercise Public Rights – The clerk shared the proposed dates which are to publicise on the 2nd June, and will commence from the 3rd June 2025 and end on the 14th July 2025.  These dates were approved by all.  The clerk will now submit the completed paperwork to the external auditors and publish the notices accordingly.  
t) Vacancy - The clerk prepared the notice for the vacancy and shared this with the Cllrs for approval prior to the meeting.  Once approved, she published the notice in the agreed ways which were Facebook, Whatsapp, Website, Noticeboards and OALC.  There has not been an application received so far so all agreed to circulate and approach people about this vacancy as much as possible.  The clerk will repost on the PC social media and ask Kirtlington, Weston on the Green and Tackley PC’s if they will advertise the vacancy on their website and social media too.
u) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule April 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 
Finance Report
Financial report and budget monitoring report – to receive the report
As at the 31st March 2025, the accounts stood at:
Barclays current account			£21,778.78
Barclays deposit account			£45,877.37

Income
Barclays Bank Credit Interest deposit account	£173.72
Standing Orders/Direct Debits	
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Standing Order
	Bletchingdon Village Hall – Monthly rent of the Parish Office
	Village Hall
	025/25/q
	£150.00
	£.00
	£150.00


Invoices for payment 30th April 2025
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge 18/04-17/05 2025
	General Admin
	149/24/o
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	Parish Online – Annua Mapping Software fee
	General Admin
	055/25/u
	£72.00
	£14.40
	£86.40

	Bank TF
	Cherwell District Council – 6 month dog bin emptying charge
	Dog bins
	055/25/u
	£360.36
	£72.07
	£432.43

	Bank TF
	Jane Olds – Internal Audit fee
	General Admin
	151/24/a
	£260.00
	£0.00
	£260.00



056/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
None.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
25/00754/TCA – Mr Richard Knights – 3 Home Farm Cottages, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DD – Box Elder, reduce overall height to approximately 7 meters high.  Prune to contain and shape up to 40%.  No objections.
25/00748/PIP – Trinity Properties Ltd – 8 Heathfield Cottages, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DU - Permission is Principle – Proposed conversion of existing building to form 1 no. dwelling house.  Removal of existing outbuildings.  No objections.
25/00969/F – Dan Simmonds – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX – Rear single extension to the existing house and associated works.  No objections.

057/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Martin Lipson with an invitation to respond to the consultation on their Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan.  No further action.
b) An email from Adrian Young from Oddington Parish Council to share with us the details of a fundraising request in support of Noke who are fighting the proposal for a solar farm.  All approved the action of the clerk sharing the link on Facebook.
c) An email update from East West Rail local representative group.  No further action.
d) An email update from Ron Bailey with regards to the Lithium-ion Battery Safety Campaign.  No further action.
e) An email from Litter Lotto with an invitation to take part in an investigation for a new campaign idea.  No further action.
f) An email from Edward Feild School asking the PC to put their TA and Lunchtime Supervisor vacancy advert on our website.  All approved the action of the clerk adding this vacancy to the PC website.
058/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Insurance quotes for approval.
· Use of land behind the Sports & Social Club (SSC).  Cllr M. Taylor to discuss with the landowners and the SSC prior to next month’s meeting.
059/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 21st May 2025.                                                                                                             
060/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 28th May 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:21pm.
