Bletchingdon Parish Council
Annual Meeting of the Parish
Held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7:30pm
Present:
6 Parishioners and Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr D. Robins and County Cllr L. Gordon
Apologies for Absence: Cllr M. Whitehead, Ian & Kathy Gedling, District Cllrs G. Coton, J. Nedelcu & A. Russell, Chair of the BCF and Rector G. Miller.
Confirmation of Minutes:
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on Wednesday 15th May 2024 were published in the Village News following the meeting and made available for all to read prior to the start of the meeting.  All electors present confirmed they were in agreement with the minutes.  The Chairman confirmed this and they were signed in the present of the clerk.
Chairman’s Report
Good evening, everyone and thank you for joining us for this annual meeting of the parish council. As my second year as chair comes to an end, I would like to take this opportunity to give you a review of what the parish council has achieved over the past 12 months.

First and foremost, I would like to remember Greta Bickley who very sadly passed away last week. She was well known and loved by all in the village having been involved in many organisations across the community during the 65 plus years she lived here. For all those involved in the parish council, she holds a special place in our hearts as she was clerk for 39 years starting back in 1980. She will be greatly missed and we send our condolences to the family.

Secondly I would like to thank all of my fellow councillors for all the time and effort they have put in and the support they have provided me over the last 12 months. A special thanks must also go to Chris Lane, who has done so many of the ‘odd jobs’ around the village on the parish councils behalf. You’d be surprised by the number of wooden posts that get knocked down that magically get repaired.

Lastly, the biggest thankyou has to go to our clerk Fiona who has worked tirelessly, not just over the last year but for the 5 years prior to that. Her dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm have made a significant impact to us all and she makes being a councillor an absolute pleasure. It is therefore with great regret that I have to announce that she has handed in her resignation so she can focus on her family and will be officially leaving the post in June.

I know I can speak also on behalf of the councillors, that she has worked with, both past and present, to say that she has been an amazing asset for the parish council, the village and the entire community as well. She will be sorely missed but she leaves an amazing legacy behind her.

Replacing her will undoubtedly be a challenge, given the outstanding job she has done and she will be greatly missed.

Adverts have already been posted and we are keen to find someone with the same passion to continue in her footsteps. If you are interested in becoming the next clerk or know of someone who might be, please let me know after the meeting has finished.

I now want to look back over what has happened over the past year:

· The speed of traffic through the village is a huge concern and despite the 20 mile an hour limit being in place for a couple of years now, the message does not get through to all drivers. 

· Rebecca Watkinson has been spearheading the Community Speed Watch team and has assembled a group of volunteers giving their time to man the mobile speed camera. In just a one hour session monitoring traffic travelling towards Islip, they recorded a total of 259 vehicles of which 23% were travelling at over 25mph and a top speed of 38mph recorded, 60 drivers were subsequently reported to the police. Thank you to all the volunteers involved who have given up their time to complete the training and man the camera. This does just highlight the need to better speed awareness through the village.

· With the current speed camera, 4 people are needed to run a session so we are currently trying to find some funding to purchase a new one that is easier to use and requires fewer people. Rebecca is always looking for extra volunteers to share the workload so if you are interested we can put you in touch.

· We have also been working with Highways to assess road calming options but putting in speedbumps or narrowing the road is a complex, long winded and very expensive process.

· A more cost effect option that has been proven to impact the number of speeding vehicles are Vehicle Activated Signs that flash and give speed readings as they are approached. We have funding available and are currently getting approval to install two, one on Station Road near the junction with Oxford Road and the other near the Co-Op.

· We are keen to improve how we communicate with the parish and increase the amount of information available. We have the notice board outside the Co-Op, articles in every village news and the village website. This is also supplemented with updates sent over WhatsApp and Facebook. There can be a fine line between sharing too much and too little information but having received feedback through the year we want to provide more information that is easily accessible. This led us to review the village website which has served its purpose but is now looking very old and dated, making it difficult to find information. We are therefore working with the company hosting the website to refresh the look and feel so that it is easier to access content but also when adding content. Please look out for the new site coming soon. 

· We have funding available for a community fitness area which is earmarked for the play area on the corner of Springwell Hill and Station Road. Progress has been frustratingly slow for Duncan Ledger who has been liaising with all the different parties to secure and transfer a long term lease to the parish council. Although he has managed to track down and speak with all the necessary people and everything is now agreed in principle, he is still waiting on the legal teams to complete their work before we can progress any further.

· As you may be aware the parish council receives copies of all planning applications across the parish and are invited to comment on each one providing valuable local insight that the planners may not be aware of. I can’t say that our advice is always followed but we do have the occasional success. Thank you to those that sit on planning group and provide their input every month.

· There are of course some situations that we are made aware of where planning permission may not been applied for or where building work isn’t following the approved plans. We are able to report these to the enforcement team on behalf of our parishioners. Thankfully there aren’t too many but by far the most significant one was in Enslow, regarding Cherwell Concrete. This has been dragging on for over 4 years but I am happy to report that it is finally over for Roy, Sally and family. Following a lengthy appeal that was rejected, operations should have ceased in December last year but was delayed by another 3 months on a technicality. It did finally close on 8th April.

· We’re also all aware of the ongoing plague of potholes in and around the parish. We report as many of these as we can on fix my street. Now the weather has improved there are fewer to contend with, however, we encourage you all to report them as this helps raise the visibility and priority of the fixes. Even better if you can also include a photo. If you are interested in becoming a FixMyStreet superuser who has the ability to report and expedite fixes, please get in contact.

· The Pub is another is constant topic of conversation and is a greatly missed cornerstone of the village. I have been working closely with the owner and his representatives to provide any necessary support we can to ensure its survival. The great news is that the PC has seen the plans that have been submitted as part of a pre-planning application. They are now waiting for feedback from that before considering submitting a full planning application. Having seen the plans, I’m personally very excited and hope that they can be quickly approved.

· Those of you that spend any time up at the sports and social club playground may have noticed a new climbing wall. We are very grateful to the National Lottery who funded it and it has been a great hit with the kids. Thanks again to Chris Lane and his team for removing the old rotting balance beams it replaced.

· The lights in the bus shelter have recently been replaced by Marc Bickley free of charge so a big thank you to him as well.

· Thanks as always to Pete Baker and his team that edit, publish and distribute the village news. We are very pleased to be able to provide some support towards the printing costs.

· The annual Spring clean was arranged and managed by Fiona Mason in March. There wasn’t a huge amount of litter collected this year which is very good news.

It seems like a long time ago already but we got a new MP for the newly formed ward of Bicester and Woodstock following the general election last July. Callum Miller kindly joined our August meeting to introduce himself and listen to the villages concerns. We have also just had the local elections and have a new county councillor in Laura Gordon who we were able to meet for the first time at the Annual Meeting. That does mean goodbye to Nigel Simpson who has supported us since before I started on the parish council and I wanted to thank him for all the time and effort he has invested in us and wish him the best in the future.

The Neighbourhood plan, chaired by Duncan Ledger and supported by Rachel Pirie, Mark Webber, Wayne Dobbins and also includes Julian Bagwell & Peter Drobac representing Hampton Gaye and Poyle is progressing well. A draft version is nearing completion and once submitted will go through several stages before it can be formally adopted. Once submitted to the Local Planning Authority along with all the supporting documentation there will be a consultation inviting comments from the public and other stakeholders. Following that, there will be an independent examination recommending whether the plan should proceed to a referendum. If recommended, a local referendum will be arranged and voted on before it can be formally adopted.

Although not directly related, this leads on to the 2042 Cherwell Housing Plan. The draft was published in December with the consultation period running through to February. Bletchingdon has been designated as a category A village and as such was assigned 50 houses. There are 2 potential sites that have been put forward, one to the north of Duchy Field and the other to the South of Station Road that are available for such a development but only one was mentioned in the plan itself. Now all comments have been received from the consultation, they are being collated and reviewed and the plan updated. It is expected to be submitted to the inspectorate in June or July. Once that process has been completed we will know if the plan, as submitted, will be approved, or further amendments will be required to fulfil the new governments housing goals. To date, no planning applications to develop either site have yet been received.

As well as receiving regular updates from our County and District Councillors, we also get updates elsewhere. For example, 

· Green Bletchingdon and the Bus service are both represented on behalf of the parish council by Anne Maclachlan who is unfortunately unable to join us this evening. She goes to a number of meetings and updates us and the village on developments, particularly with regards the bus service. She has asked me to read out a statement proposing a review of the Bletchingdon Community Emergency Plan.

· Mark Taylor regularly attends the Oxford Airport meetings to update us on progress with the developments happening there.

· We also receive regular updates from one of the school governors from Bletchingdon School to try and understand how we can help and support them.

· Weston on the Green airbase has engaged with us as they have been looking at ways to add a commercial element to the parachute training they do. Although this will have limited impact on Bletchingdon as we are right on the limit of their airspace, it was fascinating to hear about their plans and we are now able to share when they are running potentially disruptive exercises in advance.

· If all that isn’t enough some of the other things that make a regular appearance on our agenda are:

· Grass cutting

· Dog Poo bins

· Glass recycling

· Bin maintenance and emptying

· Playground cleaning and maintenance

· Tree maintenance

· And TPOs

I have also been asked by the village café to provide an update on from them. This not for profit enterprise has gone from strength to strength and has become a regular part of their weekly diary for many villagers. They have been able to produce a surpless following the great work of all the volunteers and have been able to donate £500 towards the Bletch Bash happening in August to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the village hall and school. We’re also looking forward to supporting  it.

In conclusion, the parish council has been working hard on your behalf and has had a productive 12 months. We have also faced some challenges and difficulties, and we have tried to overcome them with your support and cooperation. We are grateful for your involvement and interest in the parish council, and we hope to continue working with you for the benefit of our community. We are always looking for additional support so if there is something I have mentioned this evening that you could help with please let us know. 

Parish Council Finance Report

The Accounts for Bletchingdon Parish Council (BPC) for the year ending 31st March 2025 are as follows;

During the financial year Bletchingdon Parish Council received £40,532.85.  £25,000.00 of this was from the Precept, which is the money given to a Parish Council by the District Council (in our case Cherwell) to carry out its duties.   

Bletchingdon Parish Council made payments totalling £32,340.60 from April 2024 – March 2025. 

We had a carry forward balance in April 2024 of £59,463.90, leaving a balance in hand at 31st March 2025 of £67,656.15.
-------------

This is a large figure to have as a carry forward however the Parish Council have set aside a large proportion of this for traffic calming measures, road safety and the Neighbourhood and Parish Plan.   The PC are still waiting for confirmation of costs with regards to traffic calming measures such as full width speed humps and other road safety measures, so we still don’t know if we have enough for the project.

As part of the Parish Plan, a Neighbourhood Plan has been started.  Some of the funds from our carried forward figures have been allocated but our Councillors have also managed to secure grants to supplement the costs incurred so far.

-------------

In January 2025, our Parish Councillors agreed to request the Precept be set at £25,000 which is the same as the year before.  This has been agreed by Cherwell District Council (CDC).  The Parish Council has a budget drawn up to ensure these funds are enough to carry out all the day-to-day duties to ensure the parish remains in good order. 

For Bletchingdon Parish Council the largest expenditure, with the exception of the Clerk’s salary, is on grounds maintenance where we pay for a contractor to undertake the grass cutting of the Village Green, verges on Weston Road and in Annesley Close as well as weeding throughout the Village.  We also have the trees to look after on the Village Green and at the Recreation Ground.  We pay CDC to empty the dog bins and we own and are responsible for the play area at the Recreation Ground (but not the one at Springwell Close).  We give donations to the Church to help with their grass cutting, to the Village News and to requests received that are to the benefit of our parishioners’.  Providing information to departments within Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and various service departments within Cherwell District Council is a key role of the Parish Council along with making the Parish a nice place for you to live and work.  As Parishioners, you are entitled to see how this money is spent and to suggest ways in which the Parish Council could improve the Parish, by attending meetings or talking to the Clerk, or any of the Councillors.

-------------

The full accounts can be viewed after they have been audited, either in person or on the website.  A notice will be displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board shortly.  If anyone is interested in knowing more detail, the monthly expenditure is included in the minutes of each meeting and these can be viewed on the village website or at the Parish Council Office in the Village Hall. 

The Clerk is the only paid member of the Parish Council.  The Councillors are all volunteers.

Cherwell District Council (CDC) Report from G. Coton provided via email prior to the meeting:

Thank you to everyone who has been in contact with us over the past year. We are honoured to represent you at Cherwell District Council and this has been an exciting year for the council. Throughout the past year we have been working hard to support residents, particularly through the often complicated planning process. 

Cherwell has seen a lot of big projects take place this year. Over Christmas we had the Local Plan 2042 Reg. 19 consultation which sets out the growth of Cherwell District over the next 15 years. Thank you to everyone who imputed their thoughts on it. Officers are now working through those responses. The next step for the Local Plan is to go to the Planning Inspector for approval. It is expected that Cherwell will submit the Local Plan to the inspector in the summer but we will keep you updated as we know more.

Cherwell has also recently launched a new strategic vision. The council wants to become a ‘modern council inspiring and enabling positive, lasting change’. The vision and accompanying strategy will guide and enhance the district’s progress over the next five years, focusing on economic prosperity, community leadership, environmental stewardship, and quality housing and place making. This plan, shaped with input from residents and businesses, will help ensure that Cherwell continues to be a vibrant, inclusive, and forward-thinking place to live, work, visit and invest. Please let me know if you would like more information on the new vision for Cherwell.

Before Christmas, the Government announced a programme of Local Government Re-organisation which will see all two tier councils (District and County) being turned into unitary authorities. As you may have seen in the media, councils across Oxfordshire have been having discussions about what this unitary authority will look like and there are broadly three options in discussion:

· One unitary authority encompassing the whole of Oxfordshire

· Two unitary authorities, broadly split between north and south Oxfordshire. One unitary authority would be the Vale of White Horse, South Oxfordshire and West Berkshire. The second would be Cherwell, West Oxfordshire and Oxford City

· An expanded Oxford City unitary council, including villages around Oxford City and then a doughnut unitary authority for the rest of Oxfordshire.

Nothing has been decided for definite, and we will keep you updated as we have more information. 

Cherwell has also moved offices this year, moving from Bodicote House to Castle Quay in Banbury. Whilst the offices opened on the 31st March, we had the official opening on Wednesday 7th May, to coincide with the new council year. The offices are open 8:45am to 5:15pm Monday to Friday and residents are encouraged to make an appointment if you wish to see an officer.

Finally, we just want to say thank you again for any residents who have been in touch with us this year and we would encourage you to continue getting in contact.

All the best,

Gemma, Alisa and Julian
Cllr C. Lane added that there is news that the bottle banks will be removed from Bletchingdon and glass recycling will now be done at the kerbside from the beginning of next year.  Although this is a more expensive way to recycle, this change is coming from central government and will come into force by March 2026.
Oxfordshire County Council Report  from L. Gordon:
· County Cllr L Gordon introduced herself to Bletchingdon as our new County Cllr.
· Following the election, there is now a new Liberal Democrat administration.  More information will be available in the next couple of weeks.
· A ‘Road Resurfacing Programme’ is going to be put into force over the next couple of years.  Any specific areas needing urgent attention, please let her know.
· With regards to the local government re-organisation, they are currently waiting for feedback from central government but it will either be a unitary council, a 2 unitary model or a 3 unitary model.  All boundary lines to be confirmed by the end of 2025 or beginning of 2026.
Matters from the Floor:
· What can be done about the land behind Station Road, leading to St Giles.  It would be nice to do something with this area.  Is this possible?  Cllr D. Robins replied to say that Bletchingdon Parish Council will look into this again but this area of land belongs to CDC so outside of BPC control.
· It appears there is an abandoned car there too.  Cllr D. Robins confirmed, this will be reported.

· Is it possible to persuade Sanctuary Housing to take more care of the empty properties they own.  Two properties in Valentia have been empty since December 2024, one recently becoming occupied, and the gardens were left to become overgrown, encroaching on the public footpath and attracting rats.  Cllr D. Robins confirmed BPC will report these issues.
· Why did the road sweeper not come to Valentia during their last visit?  Cllr D Robins confirmed BPC will request CDC do not miss this area next time.
· There are a number of kerb stones that need to be put back along Valentia too.  Cllr D. Robins said that using Fix My Street with photographs is the best way report these issues but that the Parish Council will also raise these with our OCC Highways contact.  County Cllr L. Gordon also said that if Bletchingdon Parish Council can get a list of these issues to her, she will do what she can to get these issues fixed.

· Why was nothing organised for VE day?  Cllr D. Robins replied to say that the Parish Council reached out to the community to see if there was any interest in running an event but with a lack of funding from CDC to help support this, no one came forward.

· Following the tree survey at the Recreation Ground, if any trees are felled, will the Parish Council replace them?  Cllr D. Robins replied to say that this will be taken into consideration.
Cllr D. Robins asked if there were any further questions or comments from the floor.  Everyone was happy so he thanked everyone for their attendance tonight and closed the meeting at 8:30pm.
