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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr G. Coton and 2 parishioners.
	 
001/25	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead.
002/25	Declarations of Interest: None.
003/25 Public Participation: None.
004/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th November 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
005/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk publicised the new climbing wall and has prepared the necessary paperwork to meet conditions for the National Lottery grant.  Currently pending is evidence or feedback of its success.
· The clerk transferred the old telephone number to the new phone service which should have at the same time, cancelled the old service with BT.
· The clerk asked CDC when the road sweeper would be coming next.  They replied with a date which was circulated and shared with the village, which was later postponed but did go ahead.
· The clerk checked the site to see if KJ Cleaning Ltd have visited yet.  They had and with that and the old stumps being removed, the recreation ground is looking really good.
· As agreed the clerk replied to Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd and asked him to proceed with the visual tree inspection for £540.00 inc VAT.  There has been no further news since so Cllr C. Lane will follow this up.
· The clerk shared the PCSO links to residents on social media and has included it in the next edition of the village newsletter.  With regards to the usage of the bus shelter, Cllr D. Robins will contact Mark Bickley to arrange for him to fix the solar powered light.
· The clerk wrote to and shared the map image to the list of people at OCC as agreed.  Highways replied confirming that it is NOT their responsibility.  The clerk will work with Cllr D. Ledger to get letters issued to the land owners to ask them to do their duty with their land.  With regards to the state of the roads, the clerk will share this with Kat Gash now as Fix My Street is not getting this resolved and any pot hole repairs made are of terrible quality.  They are typically breaking after a few days or a couple of weeks at best.  Plus the white road markings are non-existent in many places.  Cllr C. Lane will assist with safely obtaining photographs of the damaged sections of road to share with Kat Gash.

8:26pm – County Cllr N. Simpson and District Cllr G. Coton arrived.

006/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· Cllr N. Simpson reported that the major project at the moment is the Devolution and the potential partnership with Buckinghamshire.  Everyone within OCC is happy with the project and they will know more by Friday 10th January 2025.  
· It is also budget season, and OCC have agreed to apply for the maximum amount they can due to the changes in National Insurance.
007/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email with an invitation to attend an online Climate Engagement Webinar on the 29th January 2025.  All agreed this might be something of interest for Anne Maclachlan so the clerk will forward this email to her.
b) An email from Paul Fermer with a public survey for National Highways and Transport.  No further action.

008/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that she has already flagged up to the highest point at CDC that Cherwell Concrete are still operating illegally.  They will take action but they are proceeding with caution so that everything is handled correctly if it should go to court.  She will let us know what comes next.
· She noted that the local plan is now online and available for comment until the 14th February 2025.
· East West Rail are consulting at the moment and CDC are encouraging people to comment on this as they believe it will have an impact on people who visit Bicester regularly.
· Lastly, another public consultation for the Botley West Solar Farm is currently live until the 27th February 2025.
009/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.   No further action.
b) An email from Christina Cherry with regards to the Cherwell Local Plan Review – Public Consultation.  Cllr D. Ledger will take a look at the hard copy document we have been provided with.  He will summarise any impact this will have on Bletchingdon and report back.
010/25	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – It was noted that the bus fair has now increased from £2 to £3.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that they are waiting for the consultants to finish certain elements of the plan before anything further can progress.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins has contacted them for an update but has not heard back yet.
f) Communication – The clerk shared the deadline for the next edition of the village newsletter with everyone in case they had any items to include.  She also shared a draft of what she has put together so far.  It was suggested to encourage our parishioners to use Fix My Street to report road damage and see if anyone would like to become a ‘Super User’.  Cllr N. Simpson explained that he is now a super user and is willing to assist us in the meantime but also explained that the training to become a super user is just a couple of hours.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Pending James Wright.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
· Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk emailed MAC Traffic Solutions Ltd to ask about the distance the sensor can detect.  The response was shared with Cllr D. Robins once received.  Cllr D. Robins reported that the distance is sufficient to be used as we hoped so he will take pictures of the suggested locations and mark them up on google maps so that the clerk can liaise with James Wright at Highways to get going with this.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – No further news at this time.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – Cllr C. Lane reported that the final section of plastic path should be completed by the end of this month.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The deadline to close up and move on has passed but sadly they are still operating.  The clerk is to ask CDC what they intend to do about this.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF. The clerk chased up this case and the CDC enforcement team have confirmed they are getting the enforcement notice issued but they are just waiting for it to be signed off by their legal department.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger has reported that the latest stage has been CDC getting the Delegated Powers Report (DPR) approved so that the lease transfer can go ahead.  Cllr D. Ledger and Cllr N. Morris will work on progressing this further, once they are able to.
l) The Slipe –  Cllr D. Ledger reported that he has spoken to the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) to explain how The Slipe and Hodgman’s Spinney will be in the Neighbourhood Plan as a designated green space.  In response to this, the BCF explained that at present there are no plans to make The Slipe area available to the public.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that the insurance company on the other side have accepted responsibility for the damage and the claim is now under their insurance policy, and not recorded against our policy.  He has passed on our Bank Account details so that the excess fee that we paid can be refunded.  Once this has been received, this agenda item can be closed.  All agreed he has done a wonderful job in getting this successfully resolved.  
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) New phone service – The clerk reported that the existing phone number has been transferred to the new service and is working.  All that remains is to see if there is a final bill from BT.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule January 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	K J Cleaning Solutions Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£180.00
	£36.00
	£216.00

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99



If the transfer service to Vonage has been successful, there will be no further payments due to BT.  If not, there may be a final balance due to BT which is taken by Direct Debit on the 23rd of the month.
a) Precept for 2025/2026 – A discussion was had about the budget agreed in November 2024’s meeting.  It was agreed that the precept request should remain the same as last year, which was £25,000.  Due to the tax base increase, this results is a decrease of -0.07%.
011/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/03131/TCA – Palmers Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Silver Birch – Reduce crown by up to 3 meters and crown lift to give c2.5 meters clearance from ground level.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/03381/F – Robin Investments Ltd - Caravan and Camping Park, Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR.  - The use of land for the siting of 8 holiday lodges (technically static caravans), infrastructure and landscape planting, in place of 13 touring caravan pitches.  
A discussion was had and the Parish Council resolved that although they support this application, they would like to ask CDC that if they approve this application, they do so with conditions that ensure these can only used as temporary let/holiday let accommodation and include a method for monitoring/enforcing this condition.
012/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Oxfordshire Mind seeking a donation. All agreed that as we have £50 left in the budget and have not donated to them this financial year, but have in previous years, a donation of £50.00 will be made next month.
b) OALC newsletter.  No further action.
c) An email from Karen Wilkinson, Planning Inspectorate for the East West Railway.  No further action.
d) An email from a resident who said they had seen surveyors in the field behind their house (Duchy Estate) and were asking if the Parish Council knew anything about it.  A  discussion was had and it is believed that it was possibly CDC who were there to do with their housing plan and the housing allocation for Bletchingdon in the Local Plan.  All agreed for the clerk to reply to this effect and to explain that we have not been formally informed of anything.

8:45pm – County Cllr N. Simpson left the meeting.

013/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· A discussion was had about the new hedge put in place by the new house near Springwell and who will be responsible for maintaining it once it grows as there is some uncertainty with where this will fall, inside or outside the boundary of the new house.  All agreed the only thing we can do at this stage is monitor the situation.
· Cllr C. Lane kindly refilled the Salt Bins throughout the village.
· Cllr M. Taylor hopes to have time to visit Barclays soon to get the mandate up to date.

014/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 19th February 2025.                                                                                                             
015/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 26th February 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9pm.
