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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th February 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr C. Lane, County Cllr N. Simpson, and 5 parishioners.
	 
016/25	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead.
017/25	Declarations of Interest: Cllr C. Lane with regards to the Station Road development site.
018/25 Public Participation: Cllr D. Robins read the following statement on behalf of the Parish Council before proceeding with the public participation.
		
It’s a pleasure to see you here this evening. I am aware that the recent articles published in the village news and the anonymous leaflets distributed around the parish have sparked some interest. However, it is important to note that these leaflets present a partial story, and contain numerous inaccuracies and misleading statements intended to promote their own agenda not the bigger picture.
I would like to provide you with a brief history to this point.
The Local Plan is owned by Cherwell District Council and has undergone a number of revisions. The 2011-2031 plan was originally adopted in July 2015. A 5-year review was undertaken in 2020 and concluded it did not need updating. This was approved by the Councils Executive in January 2021.
Since then, two material changes in circumstances prompted the 2023 Local Plan review. Work on a 2040 Local Plan then commenced. There were a number of delays and it was subsequently superseded by the 2042 plan. This plan was only finalised and published in December 2024 just before the Government revised the National Planning Policy Framework or NPPF.
As part of this review, there was a call for sites to identify potential land for future development which was done without Parish Councils involvement. During the process, landowners, and developers, were invited to submit sites they believe suitable for housing. Submitting a site does in no way guarantee planning permission.
Two plots were put forward by current and former residents of Bletchingdon. One in the green belt to the South of Station Road totalling just over 11 hectares which is about 28 acres and the other to the North of Duchy Fields totalling 2.9 hectares or just over 7 acres.
For comparison, the Duchy Field site covers an area of about 3.8 hectares or 9.5 acres and includes 58 dwellings plus the shop, village hall, playpark and school. Both sites are adequately large enough to accommodate the allocation.
The Parish Council knew that the Local Plan was being developed and knew of the two sites but had no details about the contents of the plan. We were aware that Bletchingdon had been identified as a category A village that means it is suitable for some growth and development. This is typically for larger villages outside of the green belt that have facilities such as a school, shop and public transport links.
As the Local Plan was finalised for publication, we were made aware that Bletchingdon had been allocated 50 houses and that the site to the North of the village had been identified for 44 of those.
Separate to the Local Plan, the Parish Council has supported the creation of a Neighbourhood Plan in association with Hampton Poyle and Gay. A Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the Local Plan and cannot alter the green belt boundaries alone.
It was discussed in March 2024 about the option to include a site selection for one, both or neither in the Neighbourhood Plan. At this stage there was no housing allocation for the village. Making an allocation does not provide any guarantees for the chosen site. It was agreed that it would be best overall to defer to CDC, avoiding any perceived favouritism or potentially exposing the village to development of both sites. Both sites have their respective pros and cons and it was believed that this approach would help protect the village whilst not disadvantaging either site when being considered by CDC as they would facilitate any consultation.
Although unusual, not making a site allocation is by no means unprecedented as has been suggested. We have since been advised that multiple smaller sites could be considered to reach the target figure of 50.
Cherwell undertook their own assessment and made the decision to include the site to the North of the village in the Local Plan. That process has not been transparent to the Parish Council and CDC have not provided any details on it to date. Cllr D. Ledger added that any sites put forward go through stages.  In the first stage, the site is assessed on the criteria of flood plains, environmental conservation areas and green belt.  If the site falls into any of these categories, the site would no longer be considered suitable as it would be against current policy.  If a site meets the first stage criteria, it is then goes into a housing allocation assessment.  
The Local Plan does not preclude applications being submitted from sites not within the Plan. Any application would be considered against the adopted Local Plan, neighbourhood plan and the NPPF.
Once the Plan was published, parishioners were informed in the next Village Newsletter, encouraging them to express their opinions. 
The consultation period is now closed. Those comments will be reviewed and compiled by the planning team. The compiled comments and Local Plan will be submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination and may be accepted as is or returned for significant revisions.
The comments received by the Parish Council following the leaflet drops were not of the volume that the anonymous authors hoped for. Valid points have been raised and they generally fall into to the same categories questioning the impact on, traffic, views, privacy, sunlight, and environment. Some are for developing the Station Road site, some for Springwell Hill and some for no development at all. Based on this alone, opinions are divided so not everyone will be satisfied.
There are questions on why the village hasn’t been informed or consulted on before now. Nothing was confirmed until last December so any debate before then would have been pointless. The public consultation is your chance to comment.
Meanwhile, the Neighbourhood Plan is still under development but is nearing completion. It is hoped to be finalised for pre-submission in early April.
In summary:
Bletchingdon has received an allocation of 50 houses as part of the 2042 Local Plan.
There are two sites available for potential development although only one is mentioned in the plan. Both sites can submit planning applications regardless of the Local Plan.
The plan is not final and could well be subject to significant change based on the new NPPF.
We can only consider the location, not the possible design or facilities a development might have as there have been no planning applications submitted. Any speculation as to what will be included or not included at either site is purely that, speculation.
Any planning application when it is received will be subject to all the normal rules and regulations and all the concerns raised will be considered.
All the Parish Council wants is the best outcome for the village. We are all volunteers and give up our time for our community. We cannot consult on everything and not every decision we make will please everyone.
If you want to become more involved then please email the clerk with your thoughts and ideas.
Thank you for listening.

Question from the floor:
I am deeply concerned regarding Bletchingdon Parish Council’s lack of response to the recent call for sites as part of Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan consultation and the proposed Spring Hill site for development.
Despite the invitation to provide input on suitable land for development, the PC chose not to engage, citing the cost of hiring a consultant and that CDC would make their own selection regardless.
There has been next to no communication with the residents about the Local Plan and the consultation.  As a result, there are unlikely to be many emails of concern from the community because of the seemingly closed nature of the process and the PC’s failure to adequately publicise it.
I am very concerned about the proposed Spring Hill site for development.  The sightlines are poor, with dangerous bends in the road, and the additional traffic from 44 new homes would exacerbate existing congestion and parking issues, particularly near the Co-op.  Residents already drive short distances to the shop, and with very limited pedestrian routes, it is likely cars from new development would spill over into Duchy Fields, worsening parking problems.  This is a highways issue an there are no improvements that will change this situation.
There are alternative sites, which could offer safe entrance/exit points, traffic calming measures, and potential for much needed improvements around the Co-op including a car park.  It also keeps development within the core of the village, rather than expanding beyond the village boundary, almost connecting the two villages.
I would welcome your feedback on the insufficient communication from Bletchingdon Prish Council leading to minimal awareness and input from the community which, is the primary purpose of the Parish Council.

Cllr D. Robins replied to say that we take on board the feedback from tonight’s meeting and the feedback we have received from the 21 emails from Bletchingdon Parishioners and Kirtlington residents on this matter.  The Parish Council have already increased the amount of information available and will continue to improve and increase information in the future whilst making it easier to access too.
Cllr D. Ledger added that one of the reasons the Parish Council chose not to be involved with the site allocation and left it to Cherwell District Council (CDC) is because of the cost associated with allocating a site.  Kirtlington Parish Council spent £7,000 so the cost to Bletchingdon Parish Council would be the same.  Based on the current policy, any site within the green belt would be refused.  The site at Station Road is within the green belt, so this site location would have been left out of the Local Plan based on the current policy, leaving the site at Springwell Hill.  

Question from the floor:
My question relates to the Cherwell LOCAL Plan Review 2042 – specifically the Policy RUR H1: for 44 houses on Land West of Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon – behind Duchy Fields
We note that there was also an alternative site off Station Road opposite the Co-op, which we can see lies within the Greenbelt.
We do feel that the land off Station Road would be a better site for a number of reasons, although it is not mentioned in the LOCAL Plan.
We have read the notes prepared by the Parish Council related to Greenbelt land being unavailable for development.
Since finding out only recently that these two sites have been in consideration for over a year at least, and in order to better understand who owns which plots of land, we consulted the Land Registry and note that an access strip of land has been acquired by the Duchy on the Station Road site, to get access to a larger area of land adjoining the Allotments.
Why do you think the Duchy have acquired that land and the access strip to get from Station Road – they must think it quite likely that the Greenbelt policy is subject to change.
Does the Parish Council have any information on this that they want to share openly. We wouldn't want to find out later that this also had been in consideration for some time.

Cllr C. Lane replied to say that he believes the land in question was owned by Prudential and then transferred to the Duchy of Cornwall as part of the whole prudential  portfolio.  This land is retained by the Duchy and forms part of the 11ha, alongside the land put forward in the call for sites.  It has not been recently purchased for any other reason than retained ownership.
Question from the floor:
Could you please confirm whether or not the landowner has made any significant donations to the village or village organisations over the last year or 2? And, if any such donations have been or are made, does the Council agree that, and will it ensure that, the donation (or pledge of donation) will be published in the public domain whilst discussions regarding his land are taking place and decisions being made.  I would like the Parish Council to answer this question at a later date.

Cllr D. Robins agreed to come back to the Parishioner to answer this question at a later date.

019/25	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2025:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
020/25 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted the National Lottery with regards to the grant for the climbing wall, who have replied to say that everything is on order and they have closed the file on their end.  They also detailed the amount of any further funds we could apply for, for any future projects.
· The clerk emailed Kat Gash about the B4027 and the terrible repair work done recently.  She replied to say she sent instructions for immediate repairs in this area.  However, when nothing had been done, the clerk chased this up and Kat Gash replied to say that the problem is bigger than she first thought but will update me when she knows more.
· The clerk prepared a Freedom of Information Scheme policy and shared this with Cllrs prior to the meeting.  She then asked if all Cllrs agree to adopt this policy.  The response was very positive and everyone agreed to adopt this policy with immediate effect.
· The clerk reported that there has been no report received from Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd so Cllr C. Lane said he will follow this up.
· The clerk wrote to the landowners of the riparian land on both side of the B4027. An email reply has been received from Michael Fox, Time Investments who is now liaising with OCC Highways to arrange permission if necessary for their side, and another email has been received from Mr Asker who is already in the process of clearing the ditches on his side.
· The clerk has been in touch with our new Internal Auditor and provided her with a number of documents in preparation for the year end audit.  The clerk will be meeting with her online on Wednesday 5th March 2025.
021/25	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that a 5% increase in budget has been agreed.  It has also been discussed that there will be extra money to go towards pot holes.
· The sale of County Hall has been agreed by the executive and the relocation site is Speedwell Street.
· There are a lot of discussions about how best to proceed with the planned restructure so there is a lot of uncertainty at the moment however they are going ahead with the elections as planned.
· CDC budget was agreed on Monday and quickly accepted by Labour and the Liberal Democrats.  The result is a £5 average increase on band D properties.  
· There are plans to make extra money available for vulnerable people struggling with costs during the colder months, similar to the winter fuel allowance.  There is also extra money being put towards helping homelessness. 
022/25	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Max Button with regards to a Small Business Sustainability Workshop he is organising.  All agreed this information can be published in our next newsletter.
b) An email from Joaquim Muntane about the Oxford Greenways Project asking for our help with sharing this information with our parishioners.  Due to the deadline being the 18th March, all agreed for this to be shared via Facebook, Bletchnet and on our website.
023/25	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
024/25	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.   No further action.
b) An email from Paul Divine with regards to the change in charges for dog waste bin collections.  Noted.
c) An email from Caroline Croghan with regards to this year’s Spring Clean.  The clerk shared the dates and asked if the Cllrs had a preference for the 22nd/23rd March of the 29th/30th March.  All agreed to proceed during the weekend of the 29th/30th March at the usual time of 2pm-4pm.  The clerk will publicise this using the website, Facebook and Bletchnet.
025/25	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – Tim Darch from OCC sent an email to say that a new contract has been awarded for the number 24 service.  Our PTR has already informed our parishioners of this via Bletchnet.  The clerk is to contact her to see if she knows when this new contract expires.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the next meeting has been planned for the end of March.  The base line assessment information has been finished but the design code is still being worked on.  The aim is to have the plan complete by the end of March so that the pre-submission can be made.  He also asked if Cllrs would like to purchase a special report from Thames Valley Environment Records to go in the base line assessment as an appendix.  There is a rare species living in Bletchingdon known as the Depressed River Mussle.  The cost of this report has been discounted by 50%, bringing the cost down to £175.00.  All agreed to go ahead and obtain this report and to reimburse the cost.
e) Benefactor – Nick Castle will attend the next meeting to report.
f) Communication – Following the feedback, all agreed to have an update on both the Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan as separate articles so they are clear and easily identified.  Cllr D. Ledger will circulate drafts for all to review and amend or approve.  Once approved, they will be sent to the clerk to publish in the next village newsletter.  The deadline for which is the 18th March 2025.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – County Cllr N. Simpson will ask Jackie Cox for confirmation of what, if any, S106 money is available for Bletchingdon which could go towards this or any of the other traffic calming solutions we are investigating.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – Cllr D. Robins has taken photographs of the suggested locations of where to install these signs which he shared during the meeting.  After reviewing these locations, all agreed the suggested locations.  Cllr D. Robins will send these photographs to the clerk along with a map with pins for the locations.  These are then to be sent to James Wright at OCC Highways, for his approval.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – The lead co-ordinator has come to the Parish Council with a new suggestion.  She is aware of a better camera that is jointly owned by Weston and Islip.  She will ask for prices and report back to us.  She also asked for up to date data from the grey box data points managed by OCC.  The clerk will ask for this when contacting James Wright about the VAS locations.  
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – Cllr D. Lane will chase up.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – CDC has invited the owners and occupiers to an interview under caution.  This is the first step towards legal action, giving the transgressors an opportunity to provide a defence before court summons.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF. They are still waiting for the notice to be signed off by their legal team before it can be issued.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger continues to make progress and has managed to get a timescale for completion from them, being the end of March 2025.
l) The Slipe –  No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – The clerk reported that the refund has not yet come through.  The clerk is to check with Cllr C. Lane that there is nothing the insurance company is waiting for from this end.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Sewerage Treatment Plant – Cllr D. Ledger shared a report prior to the meeting, showing the levels of water being discharged into Bletchingdon Brook along the B4027 meaning that it is not just rain that floods the road.  He would be interested to know why so much is being discharged and as this is clearly contributing to the damage to our roads as a result of this water, what are they going to do about it?  All agreed, in the first instance, the clerk should report these findings to Highways for investigation.
p) New phone service – The clerk reported that following the final payment to BT, she cancelled the DD to BT.  All agreed this agenda item can now be closed.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule February 2025 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Monthly phone service charge
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	Oxfordshire Mind
	Donations*
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Bank TF
	OALC – Annual membership fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£250.00
	£50.00
	£300.00



*The Council has used the powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation.

Review of regular payments such as Direct Debits and Standing Orders. 
Currently in place is;
· A Standing Order to Bletchingdon Village Hall for Parish Office rent and use of the meeting room. £150.00 per month. 
For the record;
· The Direct Debit payment to BT was cancelled on the 29th January 2025 following the final payment that was taken on the 23rd January 2025. 

The Q3 finance report was shared with Cllrs prior to the meeting, for reviewing.  Following this review, all agreed that the finances are in order.
026/25	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/00750/F – Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, OX5 3ET – Two new buildings, one lambing shed and one cattle barn, hard surface between buildings and track to link to farm entrance. Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
MW.0002/25 – Shipton Ltd – To continue the development permitted by planning permission number 11/01372/CM (MW.0119/11).  No objections.
MW.0003/25 – Shipton Ltd – To continue the development permitted by planning permission number 19/00022/CM (MW.0119/11). No objections.
25/00202/TCA – Mrs Jones, London House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP - Apple tree with rope swing:  Rear garden on the raised bed:  Reduce the crown back to previous reduction points approx 1-2 meters off.  Rowan:  Rear garden:  Leaning tree:  Reduce the crown back by 1 meter and remove major deadwood.  Plum:  Rear garden corner, adjacent to the wall:  This tree is unstable:  Fell to near ground level.  No objections.
25/00179/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Proposal to construct a new architectural folly on Island Pool, including viewing tower, works to the island, stepping stones to access the island and tree works.  No objections.
25/00180/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Permission to incorporate a new boat landing stage into the dam outlet structure on the central pool.
25/00287/DISC – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Discharge of Conditions 3 (archaeological watching brief), 5 (ramps and stairs) and 13 (structural engineers report) of 23/03047/LB.  No objections.
c) Appeals received from Cherwell District Council;
24/00519/F – Variation of condition 2 (plans) of 22/03088/F – alterations to design of main house and garage to include amended chimney design, the use of different construction materials, removal of porch, provision of fire escapes, installation of doors, erection of external stairs to garage, alteration of garage roof from hipped to pitched style roof, insertion of rooflights and addition of solar panels.  No objections.
24/02403/F – 2 Meadow Walk, Heathfield OX5 3FG – Dormer extension to rear roofslope and rooflights to rear roofslope to facilitate conversion of loft to habitable accommodation.  No objections.
027/25	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Ron Bailey with details of a Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign.  All agreed to back this campaign so the clerk will reply on behalf of the Parish Council to this effect.
b) An email/letter from Satnam Planning Services with regards to the Cherwell Local Plan review 2042: Proposed submission plan (Reg 19).  A draft letter was shared amongst the Cllrs prior to this meeting.  All approved this letter, which was sent by Cllr D. Robins on behalf of Bletchingdon Parish Council.
c) OALC Newsletter.  No further action.
d) 21 emails in response to leaflets and flyers about the CDC Local Plan.  A draft response was prepared and shared amongst all Cllrs for approval prior to the meeting because the deadline for comment on the Local Plan came first.  Once this response was agreed upon, the clerk was instructed to send this to all emails received on this matter.
e) An email from a parishioner asking who he can speak to about an alarm sounding in the village.  This could be coming from the Stables, therefore Cllr C. Lane agreed that the clerk can share his email with the parishioner.

028/25	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that the Stadium plans have been deferred until June 2025.
· Cllr M. Taylor reported that he attended a meeting at the Oxford Airport.  They are planning on putting up a solar farm, however Brize Norton are against these plans due to the thermals they produce and the dangers these pose as a result.
· Cllr M. Taylor reported the sad news that Mrs Daphne Smith has passed away.  She and her husband, John Smith, have always been big supporters of organisations from and Bletchingdon village as a whole.  
· A number of advertising boards have been taken down.
· Cllr D. Robins is liaising with Mr Bickley to get the light repaired in the bus shelter.
· A number of bollards have been knocked down opposite the Co-op again.  Cllr C. Lane has offered to look into this for the Parish.
· The old lights in the village hall car park have all been removed, but there is no sign of the new ones coming yet.  The clerk will ask the BCF for an update.
· Benches on The Green x3 – Cllr D. Robins reported that the benches are in need of cleaning.  He has a jet wash, but needs access to water.  The clerk suggested the Clinique on The Green may be able to help.  Cllr D. Robins will look into this.
· Cllr D. Robins asked if people agree that perhaps our website could do with an update.  All agreed the clerk could ask Navitas Design in the first instance what they could do to update it and ask what this might cost.
· Having heard of the recent drug use problems in Kirtlington, the question was raised if anyone is aware of similar issues in Bletchingdon?  All agreed, at this time, there does not appear to be the same problem here.
· With regards to the allotments, it has been noticed that a lot of rubbish and debris appears to have been abandoned and the question was asked, should the Parish Council ask for them to do something about this.  For now, all agreed to continue to monitor the situation.

029/25 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 19th March 2025.                                                                                                             
030/25	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 26th March 2025 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:45pm.
