
A VERY QUICK GUIDE TO THE CDC LOCAL PLAN WITH REGARD TO 

BLETCHINGDON   

(Author Duncan Ledger 17 Jan 2025) 

Please note that this is only my interpretation and understanding of the plan.  I would urge 

you to look at the plan itself (it is however very long!).  You can do so by going to 

https://cherwell.citizenspace.com/planning-policy/cherwell-local-plan-review-2042/ 

HOUSING.  As it stands the plan provides for 911 dwellings per year for the whole of 

Cherwell District.  This is 81.5% for the figure of 1118 suggested by the government in their 

latest National Planning Policy Framework.  The timing is such however that the plan will be 

reviewed under the old guidelines and so this figure may not be changed. 

The bulk of the housing will be designated for Banbury, Bicester, Heyford Park and 

Kidlington areas.  For the rural areas “Housing and employment growth will have been 

managed to protect the character, appearance, heritage and identity of our villages”.  Most 

of the 565 dwellings will directed in the rural areas to the larger and best served villages 

with sustainable travel choices.   

These are the only 

villages with an 

allocation.  It would 

appear that the figure 

does not include 

completions from 

2020 to 2024 and 

also allows for some 

windfall gains and 

infilling.  The site in 

Bletchingdon is the 

only site in the plan 

for the villages and so 

approval of the plan would in effect give approval of the site.  It does come with a string of 

conditions.  I have copied these so that we are all aware of what is being proposed.  The 

details are on the next page. 

RURAL EXCEPTION AND OTHER SITES 

The plan allows for rural exception sites to encourage the development of more affordable 

housing, particularly where any allocated development fails to provide sufficiently cheap 

housing to meet local needs.  It may allow up to 25% market housing to assist in making 

these schemes viable.  There are a number of conditions attached. 

The plan also allows for additional development of “rural workers dwellings” the conversion 

of rural building to dwellings, community led housing and the one-to-one replacement of 

unfit or substandard housing.  All come with conditions. 

https://cherwell.citizenspace.com/planning-policy/cherwell-local-plan-review-2042/


 



THE GREEN BELT AND RURAL AREAS STRATEGY 

The plan is fairly clear in relation to the green belt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is also part of the overall spatial strategy for rural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although Cherwell’s intentions are clear that only in exceptional circumstances will 

they allow development in the green belt that is an approach that could easily be 

superseded by Government policy particularly where, as in the case of Bletchingdon, 

the current designation may not have any effect upon the policies in COM 12 above.  

OTHER IMPACTS 

General development around Bicester, Heyford Park and Kidlington is likely to have 

an impact on the village in terms of traffic though this is more a county matter.  There 

are also likely to be more positive impacts on the prospects of developing footpaths 

and cycle ways. 



There is also an emphasis on green energy policy and particularly where this has an 

impact on housing could be seen in terms of solar panels and heat pumps. 

However, whatever the well laid plans of CDC might be, the future is not certain.  

The plan is for the period to 2042 and a lot can change in 17 years.  In the case of 

local government reorganisation, it is likely that the local plan could be subsumed 

into a much wider plan for the County or the region where a much wider strategy 

may dictate alternative approaches. 

Similarly, the local plan is only a plan.  It has to be approved by central government 

and they may have different views. 

 

 

 

 

 


