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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 30th October 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor and Mr N. Castle.
	 
140/24	Apologies: County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr G. Coton, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris & Cllr D. Ledger.
141/24	Declarations of Interest: None.
142/24 Public Participation: Mr N. Castle.
143/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th September 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
144/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk ordered the replacement bin from Broxap Ltd as agreed with a pyramid top and internal concrete ballast.  This has been delivered and Cllr C. Lane has volunteered to collect it and put in on The Green.
· The clerk shared the proposed meeting dates for 2025 prior to the meeting.   With one small correction, all of the dates were accepted.
· The clerk emailed KJ Cleaning Ltd and asked them to proceed with cleaning off the algae from the playground.  They confirmed that they will proceed once the rain has eased off.
· The clerk contacted three tree surgeons for a quote for a visual tree inspection.  Town and County Trees Ltd quoted £900 inc VAT, Arbor Tree Specialists Ltd have confirmed they would like to quote but have not submitted it yet and finally Devey Tree Care quoted £720 inc VAT.  It was agreed to wait until next month before making a decision.
· Following the discussion last week, the clerk signed up to the Oxfordshire Councils Charter.
· The clerk has been in contact with OCC and CDC about the land near Heathfield, Islip Road, to try and get something done about the ditches so that there is somewhere for excess water to go.  This is an ongoing matter.
· Cllr C. Lane confirmed prior to the meeting that he had been in touch with the Duchy to report the trees on the new development that are not looking very well and they are being dealt with.
· Finally, the clerk reported that the entrance to Sands Furlong and the street lights have now been connected and the holes filled making the area safe again.
145/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None.
146/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Stuart Cole, Innovation Service, with an update on EV Microhubs.  No further action.
147/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
148/24	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
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b) An email invitation to the next Parish Liaison meeting.  The clerk, Cllr D. Robins and Cllr C. Lane all confirmed that they will attend this virtual meeting.  The clerk is to request the meeting codes accordingly.
149/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – The clerk has contacted the new Chair of Governors and invited her to a future meeting, but she has not responded yet.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported prior to the meeting that he is still waiting for the numbers from CDC.
e) Benefactor – Mr N. Castle was invited to attend our meeting to share the initial plans for The Blacks Head.  He is advising on all of the structural aspects of the plans.  The are currently in contact with the planning officer for a pre-app and if that goes well, they hope to submit the full application shortly after that.  Bletchingdon Parish Council confirmed we would support the plans as detailed today.
f) Communication – The clerk will share the draft article with everyone for approval before the deadline and asked that if anyone has anything else they would like included, to let her know as soon as possible.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – No further action at this time.
Full width speed humps – Pending James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk emailed the clerk at Yarnton Parish Council to ask about the VAS they installed and they kindly replied with some advice.  A discussion was then had about the options available plus a comparison of cost.  Cllr D. Robins requested the clerk to share the links to the websites where this information has been obtained before a decision is made.  
Community Speed Watch (CSW) – The volunteer group are still going out and have recruited another member which is great news.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The Planning Inspectorate declined their appeal.  They have until the 11th December to cease use of and remove the batching equipment.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF. CDC enforcement have confirmed they are getting the enforcement notice issued.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported prior to the meeting that he is still not getting any replies from CDC so he will send another and escalate again.
l) The Slipe –  Cllr C. Lane attended the recent Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) AGM and asked about The Slipe during the meeting.  The BCF confirmed that the new entrance has been created and they will go in and top it/clear it again but at present they have no plans for the land.   
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – No further news at this time.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
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o) New phone service – A discussion was had about the cost of our phone service with BT which is high for just a landline service.  As this needs to move to a digital service, other options were investigated.  Cllr D. Robins found a suitable service that will be a fraction of the cost.  This was shared prior to the meeting and all 
Cllrs agreed we should switch to this service.  The clerk has signed up to this new service and the equipment has been delivered.  The clerk will try to get it all set up and Cllr D. Robins has offered to assist if necessary.  Once it is all up and running, the clerk will contact BT and cancel the contract with them which is currently out of contract so there are no exit fees.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule October 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	Broxap Ltd – Purchase of replacement bin on The Green
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	149/24/p
	£470.00
	£94.00
	£564.00

	Bank TF
	Cherwell District Council – Bi Annual charge for emptying our dog waste bins.
	Dog Bins
	149/24/p
	£360.36
	£72.07
	£432.43

	Bank TF
	Navitas Design Ltd – Annual website hosting and domain name
	General Admin
	149/24/p
	£53.99
	£10.80
	£64.79

	Bank TF
	Finding Fitness Ltd – Installation of a new ‘Monkey Challenge’ climbing wall at the recreation ground
	Other – funding awarded by the National Lottery
	149/24/p
	£6,850.00
	£1,370.00
	£8,220.00

	Card Payment
	Vonage – Set up costs and monthly payment for a new phone service for the Parish Office
	General Admin
	149/24/p
	£18.32
	£3.67
	£21.99
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The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd October 2024 for £65.42 including VAT (£10.90).
Prior to the meeting, the clerk shared with everyone a copy of the quarter two finance report.  The last bank reconciliation did not include a lot of the payments approved in September as they appeared in early October instead.  So the clerk confirmed that she will bring an up to date financial report to the November meeting which will better reflect quarter 2 and will also assist with the budget planning.  However, everything is well within budget and the clerk does not feel any big changes will be needed for the next financial year.
150/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/02124/F – Heathfield Yard Street Through Heathfield Village, Heathfield – Retrospective – Retention of site use as a scaffolding yard (sui generis) and associated ancillary structures and uses.  Refused.
23/03284/F – The Oxfordshire Inn, Meadow Walk, Heathfield OX5 3FG – Redevelopment of the site to provide 2 no. dwellings with car ports following removal of existing function hall.  Approved.
24/01523/F – Park Farm, Akeman Street, Kirtlington OX5 3JQ – Extension of existing leisure/tourism site via the introduction of 4 no. additional cabins.  Approved.
24/01851/REN56 – Little Garth, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP.  Refused.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/02390/F – Mr Anthony Saunders – Bletchingdon Village Hall, Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon OX5 3FD – To remove all bollard lights from the carpark and replace with alternative lighting.  No objections.
24/02558/F – Mr & Mrs Dixon – Anselm House, 1 Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Single Storey rear extension – resubmission of 24/01602/F.  No objections.
24/02741/F – Mr Charlie McDonnagh – 1-2 Manor Park, Hampton Poyle, Kidlington OX5 2PW – To add an additional 6 static caravans on existing site.  No objections.
151/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Jane Olds with her letter of engagement with regards to becoming our new Internal Auditor.  All agreed we should proceed with Jane Olds for the financial year 2024/2025 and her fee of £260.00 based on our estimated income for the same year.  The acceptance sheet was completed and signed during the meeting.  The clerk will return this form as soon as possible.
b) An email from someone with an interest in opening the Blacks Head.  The clerk is to reply and explain that the owner is not looking at opening it at the moment.
c) An email from the Editor of the Village News with a request.  A discussion was had about the amount they are requesting and the reason behind it.  It was agreed that we will increase our donation amount in our next financial year with a request to review this after 12 months and with the understanding that the remaining funds required to print in colour are covered from other sources such as their advertisers.  The Parish Council are not sure printing the village news in colour will add many benefits but are happy to trial it.  The clerk is to reply to this effect.
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d) An email from OALC with confirmation of the agreed pay scale increase.  The clerk will work out the amount of back pay due to her and have this double checked by Cllr D. Ledger.  Once calculated, the Parish Council agreed to approve this back pay which will get added to the next quarter salary payment at the end of December 2024.
152/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The clerk asked for permission to purchase a few stationary items for the office on the debit card that is estimated to be £105.  This was approved and will be added to the Monthly Payment Schedule for next month.
· The clerk asked if Cllr D. Robins can assist with getting our Tommy on the Finger Piece for Remembrance Day.  He accepted.
· The new climbing wall is now up but before it can be officially opened, the old balance beam needs to be removed.  Cllr C. Lane will complete this as soon as possible.  For future reference, it was also agreed that any modifications to the playground equipment will be shared with the Sports and Social Club in advance.
· It was agreed to contact the road sweeper in approximately 3 weeks’ time once the leaves have all dropped, to clear the debris from our drains and gutters.
· There is some concern over the Rock of Gibraltar pub and the lack of progress made.  This is to be brought to our next meeting to see if District Cllr G. Coton can find out what is happening.
· It was agreed that no more grass cutting is required this year so Cllr C. Lane will contact Green Scythe Ltd on our behalf.
· There have been reports of children knocking on doors in Annesley Close and disturbing the elderly residents who live there.  The clerk is to see if we can arrange for a PCSO to walk around the village to deter these sorts of occurrences.
153/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 20th November 2024.                                                                                                             
154/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 27th November 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:08pm.
