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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th September 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins,  Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N Morris, Cllr M. Taylor and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	 
125/24	Apologies: None.  Cllr M. Whitehead will arrive late.
126/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to planning application 24/01851/REN56, minute reference 135/24/b.
127/24 Public Participation: None.
128/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th August 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
129/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk shared the fitting options for the replacement bin from Broxap Ltd with Cllr D. Robins and Cllr C. Lane for advice on which fitting is best.  It was agreed that the internal concrete ballast should suffice and the clerk is to order the bin with the pyramid top.
· The clerk reported the pot holes that have already opened up again near Hampdon Gaye junction and Heathfield via Fix My Street.  All cases remain open with the status ‘Investigating’.
· The clerk emailed KJ Cleaning Ltd and asked for a quote to clean Bletchingdon Playground.  They replied with a price of £180.00.  All agreed this is a good price and the clerk is to let them know to proceed.
· The clerk contacted Jane Olds to see if she will act at Internal Auditor for Bletchingdon Parish Council.  She will reply with a quote shortly.
· The clerk reported that there are no white lines on Heathfield to Islip Road at all, via Fix my Street.  The response to date is that they will investigate.
· The owners of Quincotts cut back the hedge outside their property prior to the clerk asking them to do so.
· With regards to the OALC newsletter, the clerk asked all Cllrs to consider signing up to the Oxfordshire’s Council’s Charter and to comment on the consultation about Travel Hubs.  A discussion was had and all agreed to sign up to the Charter.  With regards to selecting a location for a Travel Hub, all agreed it is more important for Bletchingdon to retain a regular bus service in the first instance.  The clerk will see if this can be recorded in the consultation response.
· The clerk has emailed Kat Gash about the lack of response from Nexus Utilities and the grass cutting that was missed.  She confirmed she will look into it.
130/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that following the recent heavy rainfall and consequential flooding, it was apparent that there is an issue around preparing and communicating to residents what to do and how to seek help.  Information is now available and all agreed to share this with our residents in the next Village 
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Newsletter.  A discussion was had about flooding in Bletchingdon and the property on the corner of Oxford Road and Islip Road.  As this property is at risk of flooding, all agreed for the clerk to report this to Highways and to request that they do something to improve drainage in this area.
· He shared that Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras are coming to Bletchingdon soon, to record evidence for the HGV weigh restriction request.

20:08 – Cllr M. Whitehead arrived.

· He added that alternative transport links are not widely advertised such as the train service from Islip to Oxford.  All agreed that the clerk should share this in the next Village Newsletter.
· Lastly, in District Cllrs G. Coton absence, he reported that CDC are working hard on the Local Plan with the deadline for completion approaching.  The consultation period is likely to be over the Christmas period and as such, the time to comment will be increased from 6 weeks to 8 weeks.
131/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email shared by County Cllr N. Simpson about training opportunities.  The clerk is to share the dates in the next Village Newsletter.
132/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
133/24	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin to follow.  
134/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – County Cllr N. Simpson reported that Dave Harrison is researching grant options to help fund our bus service from March 2025 onwards.
c) Bletchingdon School – The clerk reported that Mr S. Barnes has stepped down as Governor.  A discussion was had and all agreed that the clerk should contact the new Chair of Governors and invite her to attend a future meeting to keep the communication flowing.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he had a virtual meeting with Christine Cherry from CDC to ask some questions that will help complete our Neighbourhood plan.  She is still not able to confirm numbers but it will probably be in the region of 50 new homes for Bletchingdon.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported that he has sent an invitation to Mr P. Lawson to come to a future meeting and share with the Parish Council their development plans.
f) Communication – The draft article was shared with all Cllrs prior to the deadline and approved for publication.
g) Traffic Calming – Cllr D. Robins met with Kat Gash from OCC and discussed all of the traffic calming concerns we have, including the weight restriction request and the junction at Sands Furlong.  She is emailing all of the relevant departments to get these issues resolved and/or updates on progress.
Zebra Crossing – She has contacted their Road Agreement Team to see if they can get this corrected.
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Full width speed humps – She has emailed James Wright to try and get this progressed as we are still waiting for costs.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk is speaking with another clerk who has installed these signs in their village and will report back with more detail next month.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) –  The clerk shared the email from the CSW co-ordinator prior to the meeting.  They are doing a great job recording and reporting people speeding through our village.

20:50pm – County Cllr N. Simpson left the meeting.

h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has chased this up but not had a response to date.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – The planning inspectorate declined their appeal.  It is yet to be confirmed by CDC but we believe they will need to vacate within 3 months of this decision.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– Pending a decision of the retrospective planning application submitted, reference 24/02124/F.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger is waiting to hear back from CDC to get the paperwork moving forward with regards to the lease.  He is copying in District Cllr G. Coton to all of the correspondence he is sending.
l) The Slipe –  The clerk reported that the Chair of the BCF confirmed that work on the new entrance to The Slipe is now going ahead.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – No further news at this time.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule September 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment – 4th October 2024
	Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£49.99
	£10.00
	£59.99

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerk Salary for July, August & September 2024
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£1647.40
	£0.00
	£1647.40

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income tax payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£411.80
	£0.00
	£411.80

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for August 2024
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£297.00
	£59.40
	£356.40

	Bank TF
	Colban Ltd – Trimming and removal of shoots on the base of the trees on The Green
	Parks, Trees and open spaces
	This Minute
	£70.00
	£14.00
	£84.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd September 2024 for £50.76 including VAT of £8.46.
135/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/01899/F – Frogs Nest Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DS – Proposed external tallet steps and relocation of original south east elevation gable window (Amendment to previously granted planning permission 22/01146/F).  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/01851/REN56 – Mr Mark Wyatt – Little Garth, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Prior approval of solar equipment.  No objections.
24/02301/CLUE – Mr Steve Dunne – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Development: Existing building works for pool house.  No objections.
24/02257/TCA – Ms Fiona Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Acer – Prune out reversion leaving variated growth, reduce over extended growth by 1 meter where required.  T2 x Beech – Dead, fell to ground level.  G1 x 4 Cypress – Fell due to poor/sparse form.  T4 x Conifer (amended from Cypress) – Fell due to basal damage, poor specimen, animal damage to root plate.  T5 x Beech – Crown raise 1 x low branch, reduce by 2 meters improve shape.  Tree has poor form.  T6 x Beech.  Dead, fell.  T9 x Acer – Crown raise low branch to 3 meters/reduce low branch by 1 meter remove deadwood.  No objections.
24/02403/F – Mr & Mrs Allen – 2 Meadow Walk, Heathfield, OX5 3FG – Dormer extension to rear roof slope and rooflights to rear roof slope to facilitate conversion of loft to habitable accommodation.  No objections.

136/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from our lead co-ordinator of the CSW with some suggestions to the public footpath on Islip Road.  The clerk is to reply and explain the limits of Parish Council powers and budget restrictions.
b) An email from Jack Hubbard with a proposed installation date of the 16th October 2024.  Cllr D. Robins confirmed he can mee Jack Hubbard on site.  He went on to ask if it is possible to remove the remaining posts from the ground.  Cllr C. Lane confirmed he will look into this.
c) An email from Mike Henson with an offer on .Gov.uk domains.  No further action.
d) An email from Citizens Advice about their Volunteer Driver Service and asking for a donation.  All agreed the clerk should share this service in our next Village Newsletter.
e) An email from the Oxford Airport Consultative Committee.  No further action.
f) An email from a resident asking for the Fair to reduce the noise from 8:30pm onwards on the school nights this year and in the future.  Cllr C Lane spoke to Mr 
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Hatwell prior to this meeting and he was very accommodating.  He even went so far as to turn the speakers away from the houses.  All agreed that this should not 
be agreed for future years in case the residents circumstances change or the family move away.  The clerk will reply to this extent.
137/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Following a conversation with Cllr C. Lane who confirmed the old supply was no longer any good, all agreed to place an order for more salt grit ready for this winter.
· The clerk shared with the Cllrs that the visual tree inspections are due again. All agreed for the clerk to see quotes from Town & County, Arbor Tree Specialists and one more to be confirmed.
· The clerk asked about the most cost effective landline contract for the Parish Office phone, that is also digital following a letter from BT notifying us that the switch over will be happening soon.  Cllr D. Robins will look into the options and report back.
· Following the heavy rainfall and the flooding on the road near Heathfield heading towards the A34/Islip, all agreed for the clerk to report this to OCC Highways via Fix My Street and ask them to get in touch with the landowner and clear out the ditches to prevent further flooding.
· The new trees at the development are dying.  All agreed for the clerk to report this to the management team.
138/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 23rd October 2024.                                                                                                             
139/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 30th October 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:50pm
