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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th August 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins,  Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr G. Coton, Mr Calum Miller MP and 7 Parishioners.
	 
110/24	Apologies: Cllr N. Morris & Cllr M. Taylor.
111/24	Declarations of Interest: None.
112/24 Public Participation: Yes.
113/24	Calum Miller MP – To hear the concerns from our Parish: Cllr D. Robins thanked Calum Miller MP for attending our meeting tonight and invited him to speak.  Calum Miller MP introduced himself to everyone present and explained that he is keen to maintain connections with the local communities, and happy to hear our key, pressing, current issues.  A discussion was had about our key concerns which include Cherwell Concrete, traffic calming, HGV’s and the weight limit restriction request, our local bus service and the lack of school bus for children attending Marlborough school.  Calum Miller MP thanked us for sharing our concerns with him and explained what he intends to do about each of them.  With regards to planning, he said he will be working with Jean Conway to improve the services and he will be looking to make sure that clear lines of accountability are drawn so matters are dealt with more effectively and promptly.  He went on to say that he has had similar concerns raised by neighbouring Parishes with regards to traffic calming, weight restrictions, public and school transport too.  He confirmed he intends to meet regularly with CDC and OCC to address these concerns and he will keep us updated with his progress.  He will also be hosting a weekly clinic in various locations where people can come and meet with him to discuss any issues or ask questions.  Cllr D. Robins thanked him for coming and for listening to our concerns.

8:15pm – Calum Miller MP and 3 Parishioners left.

114/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th July 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
115/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk circulated the survey to residents, as requested by OCC.
· The clerk received the External Auditor report which confirmed all requirements had been met.  The clerk then published the certificate and the formal notice of the conclusion of the annual audit.
· The clerk wrote to the BCF to see how the entrance to The Slipe is going at the time of sharing the EV charging point email.  
· The clerk checked the current prices for a replacement bin for The Green.  These details are to be shared with Cllr D. Robins and Cllr C. Lane so that the correct base can be sourced with the order.
· The clerk reported the pot holes that have already opened up again near the Hampdon Gaye junction and the road near Heathfield.  The clerk was asked to report these again.  She also reported the two cases of fly tipping which have now 
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been collected.  The holes left by Open Reach have had a temporary repair so the clerk is to ensure a full repair is completed soon.
· The clerk has written three times to the email address available on their website for the contractors responsible for the disturbance caused by the road closure on Islip Road.   To date, she has had no reply at all so she will copy OCC and ask Cllr D. Robins to raise this with Kat Gash at their meeting in September.
· The funding for the new climbing wall has been approved.  The clerk asked if we still want to ask Monkey Challenge to see if the wall can be shortened slightly.   All agreed to ask this question and Cllr D. Robins confirmed he will revisit the site to seek more accurate measurements.
· The clerk took photos of the overgrown grass on the corners of St Giles and Coghill which was added to the report on Fix My Street.  OCC have replied to say they will investigate but no further news since the 3rd July 2024.  District Cllr G. Coton asked the clerk to send her the details of this so she can follow this up with CDC.

8:25pm – A parishioner left the meeting.

116/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson had little to report due to the parliamentary recess so will report more at our next meeting.
· Paul Fermer is the new Director of Highways and he advised us to share all of our traffic calming concerns with Kat Gash at our upcoming meeting, who will then raise them with Paul Fermer.
117/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
118/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that they are looking into the efficiency of the planning department and they will soon be releasing a ‘Planning Toolkit’ for Parish Councils to assist with better responses to planning applications.
· She will also share the details of the public consultation about the housing allocation  currently open.
119/24	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin to follow.  No further action.
120/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – A discussion was about the sad loss of four very experienced Teaching Assistants and the concern about the impact this will have on the children in the future.  County Cllr N. Simpson is aware that the funding formula in Oxfordshire is out of date so he will continue to raise this issue at the County Council.

8:50pm – One parishioner left the meeting.
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d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger confirmed the NP Committee is meeting next week.  There are two things missing from the NP, the design code and the housing allocation number.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported that he has had the meeting, during which he was shown the plans for the various projects which are going to be submitted for approval shortly.  They would like to attend a Parish Council meeting to share these plans with us prior to submission.  All agreed for Cllr D. Robins to invite them to attend our next meeting in September.

9:05pm – District Cllr G. Coton left the meeting.

f) Communication – The clerk informed everyone that the deadline for any items for our next article need to be submitted prior to the 18th September 2024.  Cllr D. Robins will chase the Weston on The Green for their article.  The clerk will share the draft article with all for approval, prior to the deadline.
g) Traffic Calming – Following the discussion earlier, Calum Miller MP confirmed he will put our traffic calming and weigh restriction concerns on his agenda to raise at his meetings with OCC.
Zebra Crossing – Pending written confirmation from James Wright that this will not be completed by the developers.
Full width speed humps – Pending the requested quotes from James Wright.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – A discussion was had about choosing the best style of VAS.  The clerk is to contact Yarnton Parish Council and ask which VAS they purchased as the data their VAS are collecting is proving very useful.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) –  The clerk reported that the CSW group have been out and recorded 42 drivers speeding which has been reported to the police.  The clerk is to seek further details to add to our next village news article and to see when they might be able to go out again.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk sent an email reply to CDC, confirming the Ash tree is healthy and that the Parish Council would like the TPO put in place.  She will chase this up if no reply is received soon.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.  Following the discussion earlier, District Cllr G. Coton and Calum Miller MP confirmed they will meet up to discuss how best to approach this with the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– Pending a decision of the retrospective planning application submitted, reference 24/02124/F.

9:11pm – The final 2 parishioners left the meeting.

k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he was successful in finding the correct point of contact to resolve our request to transfer the sub lease so progress is being made.
l) The Slipe –   All agreed the clerk should seek an update on this.
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m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane has a new point of contact to pursue this case.  He is still following up on this and will seek witness reports if necessary to get the proof the other side are seeking.
n) Bletchingdon Play Ground Annual Inspection Report – The clerk reported that the annual inspection has been completed.  There were a couple of items raised to monitor and a recommendation to clean some algae off the equipment in places.  All agreed the clerk can contact KJ Cleaning Ltd who performed our Covid cleans for a quote and Cllr C. Lane will seek a comparative quote.
o) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for August 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	ROSPA Play Safety – Playground Annual Inspection 
	Parks Trees and Open Spaces
	This Minute
	£114.00
	£22.80
	£136.80

	Bank TF
	Moore – Annual External Auditor limited assurance review
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£210.00
	£42.00
	£252.00

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting July 2024
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£297.00
	£59.40
	£356.40



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd August 2024 for £50.22 including VAT of £8.37.
121/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/01610/TCA – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, OX5 3DW - 
T5001 – Veteran oak tree immediately adjacent Estate gate lodge, leans towards residence and public road.  Recent decay detection identifies significant area of compromised material around lower stern and buttress routes.  Recommended work: Remove all deadwood.  Crown reduce 20%.  (reduce re growth on the western side of the canopy by about 1.5m-2m to remove some end weight retaining the shape and habit of the species).
T885 – Mature horse chestnut at old park entrance – leans out over Islip Road.  Kretzschmaria deusta fungal fruiting bodies identified around lower stem, recent decay detection indicates lower stem is compromised.  Recommended work: Fell to ground level.  (Note: this trees was previously planned for reduction, but we already had concerns about the overall stability and given the location, concluded it needs to be removed.  Approved.
24/01602/F – 1 Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Demolition of utility extension and covered arm, erection of two storey rear extension and single storey section.  Refused.
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b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/01899/F – Mrs Catherine Murfitt – Frogs Nest Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DS – Proposed external tallet steps and relocation of original south east elevation gable window (Amendment to previously granted planning permission 22/01146/F).  No objections.
24/02124/F – Totem Scaffolding – Heathfield Yard, Street Through Heathfield Village, Heathfield – Retrospective application for the retention of temporary uses and ancillary structures in connection with the use of the site as a scaffolding yard (sui generis).  A discussion was had and it was agreed that the Parish Council will object to this application on the basis that the development is in the green belt, uncontrolled and unsightly and would not normally get approval in this location.  However the Parish Council are supportive of local business in general.
122/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email reply from the BCF.  The clerk will follow up on our request for an update on The Slipe.
b) An email from Mike Platten, Internal Auditor (IA).  All agreed that the clerk can source a new IA from the approved list.
c) An email from Community Fund with regards to our application.  The clerk will contact the Monkey Challenge company and put in the request to shorten the wall by approximately 2 meters if possible.
d) An email from the Chair of Wendlebury Parish Council.  The clerk will reply to say that we are waiting to see the results of the trial before passing any comment.
e) An email from OALC with regards to their proposal to increase subscription fees.  All agreed that OALC are a great support to local Parishes and that we support their need to increase fees.
123/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The clerk has received a call from BT with regards to replacing our handset for the pending digital switchover.  This is being looked into.
· It was reported that some of the wooden posts opposite the Co-op need some attention.  Cllr C. Lane will look into this.
· Following the issue with the grass cutting at Coghill and St Giles, and another small area of grass opposite the Co-op, it was agreed that we will ask Green Scythe Ltd to add these areas to their list next year.  In order to protect The Green prior to the Fair coming, it was agreed to contact them to request no further cuts until after the Fair.  Cllr C. Lane will speak to the manager of Green Scythe Ltd to discuss these points.
· It has been reported that there are no white lines on the road leading out of the village towards Islip.  The clerk will report this to Highways.
· The clerk is to contact Highways to follow up on the holes and lack of lighting at the Sands Furlong entrance.
· The hedge at Quincotts is blocking the footpath again.  The clerk is to write to them and request it be cut back.
124/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 18th September 2024.                                                                                                             
125/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 25th September 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  Meeting Ended: 10pm
