
 										314.	            
BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 24th July 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr N. Morris, and County Cllr N. Simpson
	 
095/24	Apologies: District Cllr J. Nedelcu.
096/24	Declarations of Interest: None.
097/24 Public Participation: None.
098/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th June 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
099/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted James Wright and Kathryn Gash from OCC to request an on-site meeting with Cllr N Morris and Cllr D. Robins.  A date was confirmed with James Wright and Chris Grain on the morning of 19th July 2024, and with Kat Gash in the afternoon of the 16th September 2024.
· The clerk wrote to Mr Dunne about the road works and his reply has been shared under correspondence.
· The clerk contacted A. Maclachlan to ask if she would be willing to attend the online meeting about climate change and health.  She replied to confirm she was already planning to attend and her report was shared with all, prior to the meeting.
· The clerk took photos of the overgrown grass on the corners of St Giles and Coghill which was added to the report on Fix My Street (FMS).  OCC have replied to say they will investigate but no further news since the 3rd July 2024.  Cllr D. Robins reported that James Wright confirmed reporting these sorts of issues via FMS is the correct way to do it.
100/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that things have been eventful since the election.  There was a full council meeting where there was a ‘vote of no confidence’ about the current leader put forward by Labour.  They lost the motion so there is no change in leader.
· With regards to the ‘spare seats’ scheme, they have voted in favour of reviewing this with a strategy to put a long term plan in place or at least start the process sooner in the year to allow parents more time to make alternative arrangements if they are not successful if obtaining a ‘spare seat’.
· With regards to the Local Plan, they are waiting to see what the proposals look like.
· There has been a proposal for a Puy de Foy in Bucknall, near junction 10.  This is a show park which will plant new trees and plants and potentially provide lots of jobs for the local community.  The planning application is likely to be submitted next year with a view for it to be open in 2028.
· The Great Wolf Resort is still in the pipeline, but not being pushed forward at the moment.
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· A question was raised about the travellers site at Water Eaton and where CDC were on this case.  County Cllr N. Simpson said he will chase up with the enforcement team.
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that Paul Fermer is the new Director of Highways and he is meeting with him and Kathryn Gash soon.  He will make sure to raise all of our traffic calming concerns with them during this meeting.
· There is no further news on the new Football Stadium yet.
101/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Keith Stenning, Highways and Operations, inviting us to respond to a consultation regarding streets being designated as traffic sensitive.  No further action.
b) An email from Phoebe Rison about a Climate Action Survey.  The clerk is to circulate this to as many of our Parish residents as possible via social media.
102/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· None.
103/24	CDC Correspondence: 
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin to follow.
b) An email from the Planning Policy Team about a new Draft Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  No further action.
104/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – Anne Maclachlan attended the ‘Climate Change and Health’ virtual meeting and shared their report prior to the meeting.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.  Cllr N. Simpson is staying in touch with David Harrison to try and ensure this service is looked into sooner rather than later, to make sure it continues.
c) Bletchingdon School – County Cllr N. Simpson reported the news that four TA’s took voluntary redundancy at the end of the academic year.  This is similar to most schools in Oxfordshire at the moment, due to current budget issues.  There is concern over how the children will get the support they need with this reduction in staff.  Labour have not said what their intentions are in this area yet.  Cllr C. Lane asked if there was any funding available from OCC to help the school with the removal of a wall in the playground.  Similar to the request made for financial support with the removal of the hedge, OCC will not support a request like this either.  The Cllrs then discussed whom should take responsibility as this is still under warranty.  Cllr C. Lane has tried contacting the Duchy and the architect, who so far have said this is not their responsibility.  Cllr D. Ledger will look at the original paperwork and see what guarantee/warranty is available to draw on.  If not, perhaps the BCF should support this.  Cllr D. Ledger confirmed he will look into this with Cllr N. Morris and report back.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that there has been more grant money received, which should cover the cost of the design code.  They are still waiting for the ‘housing need’ number from CDC and the rules are probably going to change since the election results, so it is best to wait and see what impact that has before proceeding any further.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported that he is meeting with Percy Lawson next week to discuss the key projects around the village.  
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f) Communication – The clerk shared the draft article for approval before submitting it to the Village News.  Cllr D. Robins attended a meeting at Weston on The Green (WoTG), about a new proposal being put forward by the WoTG 
Airfield.  He was hoping to have an article from them to add, but this was not available in time so it was agreed that it will go in the next edition.
g) Traffic Calming – Cllr N. Morris & Cllr D. Robins met with James Wright and Chris Grain to discuss all of our traffic calming concerns and ideas.  They also brought up the holes left at Sands Furlong.  They took pictures of these and will put pressure on the relevant parties to get it made safe and finished.
Zebra Crossing – This is not going to get raised as part of the development.  Cllr D. Robins and Cllr N. Morris asked for this to be confirmed in writing.  Cllr N. Simpson said he would look into what funding might be available for the Parish Council to use to fund getting this raised.
Full width speed humps – James Wright will provide up to date quotes with everything itemised and split to help us compare costs.  James Wright also brought to our attention that anything that has a physical change to the roads, has to go through a public consultation first which also comes at a costs.  The consultation fees could be in the region of £4,000.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) –  The Parish Council choose, pay for and install the VAS.  Before we go ahead with that, the Parish Council need to write to Highways asking permission to install the VAS in our chosen locations.  Once we receive a written reply from Highways approving those locations, we can proceed.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) –  The clerk contacted the lead co-ordinator of the CSW group to see if they could do a session in time for an article in the Village News.  The reply was, sadly not but they do hope to go out soon.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) TPO request, Ash Tree, Islip Road - The clerk has received a reply with regards to our request for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on the tree on Islip Road.   A discussion was had and it was agreed that the clerk will reply to confirm that the tree is healthy and that we do want the TPO put on it.
j) Enforcement Update – It was agreed by all that the clerk will write to our new MP Callum Miller, so that he is aware of these two enforcement cases that are not getting dealt with swiftly.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.  County Cllr N. Simpson said he will follow this up with the chief executive at their meeting next week.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– The clerk contacted the enforcement team for an update as the 6 week deadline for the retrospective planning application had passed.  The replied to explain that those in question had asked for a 10 day extension, which was granted.  The clerk will follow this up again.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger continues to write to Green Square Accord to try and progress this.  
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.  All agreed the clerk should seek an update on this.
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m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that he continues to chase this but the other party are now denying the damage was as bad as it was.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for July 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for June 2024
	Grounds Maintenance
	104/24/o
	£594.00
	£118.80
	£712.80

	Bank TF
	My Vision Oxfordshire
	Donations
	104/24/o
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd July 2024 for £50.22 including VAT of £8.37.
The Parish Council has used the powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant the donation to My Vision Oxfordshire.
105/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/01129/F – Land South of Springwell House, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Variation of Condition 2 (plans) of 20/02870/F – To alter the approved boundary treatment from a stone wall to a 5ft feather edge timber fence.  Approved.
23/02149F & 23/02150/LB – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Repairs to the brick and stonework of the existing ice house chamber and entrance, to reinstate the entrance tunnel of the ice house chamber and to construct a protective structure over the existing remains of the ice house vestibule revealed by the latest archaeological investigations.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/01602/F – Mr Marcus & Mrs Louisa Dixon – 1 Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Demolition of utility extension and covered arm, erection of two storey rear extension and single storey section.  No objections.
24/01683/F – Mr J Bell – Land East of Heathfield Cottages, Heathfield OX5 3DX – Erection of 2 horse stables, feed store and secure tack room land used for keeping of horses and for equestrian purposes.  No objections.
106/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Tim Middleton about vehicle chargers on Parish car park land.  All agreed this should be shared with the BCF as it may be of interest to them.
b) Reply email from Mr Dunne.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that the clerk should contact the contractors who were responsible for the road closure and ask them to provide evidence that they had permission to close the road, had permission to use the ‘common land’ to store their equipment and rubbish on and show evidence that they notified the local residents of the work before it went ahead.
c) An email from Margaret Hart, MyVision Oxfordshire, requesting a donation.  All agreed to donate £50 like we did last year, which is also within our budget.  
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107/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Cllr D. Ledger asked if the Parish Council could replace the litter bin on The Green with something that is bigger and more fitting.  All agreed for the clerk 
to look into costs for a replacement bin and also the costs for fitting it to the ground.
· Cllr C. Lane reported that the pot holes near the Hampdon Gaye junction were patched up but this patch job is already failing.  The clerk is to report this problem.
· Cllr C. Lane also shared some images where Open Reach have damaged a cover on the road, which has left a dangerous hole in the ground.  The clerk is to report this via FMS.
· There has been rubbished dumped at the entrance to Hampdon Gaye and North of Diamond Farm in a gateway.  The clerk will report these.
· Cllr C. Lane asked if everyone agreed to cutting the shoots on The Green prior to the Fair coming to Bletchingdon at the end of September 2024.  Everyone agreed for this to go ahead at the end of August 2024.
108/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 21st August 2024.                                                                                                             
109/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 28th August 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:30pm.
