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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th May 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr M. Taylor, County Cllr N. Simpson and Mr S. Barnes.
	
061/24	Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office - The clerk invited Councillors to give nominations for Chair of Bletchingdon Parish Council.  Cllr D. Ledger nominated Cllr D. Robins which was approved by Cllr C. Lane and Cllr N. Morris.  Cllr C. Lane also went on to say that he thought Cllr D. Robins had done an excellent job as Chair during the last twelve months.  
06224	Election of Vice Chair: Cllr D. Robins then invited Cllrs to give nominations for Vice Chair.  Cllr C. Lane requested to step down as Vice Chair this year, which was accepted.  A discussion was then had about whom to nominate for Vice Chair for the coming year and it was agreed to wait to vote on this when all Cllrs are present.
063/24	Apologies: Cllr R. Pirie, District Cllr G. Coton.
064/24	Confirmation of Representatives and Advisory Groups:
Bletchingdon Charity Committee – Mrs Sue MacReady & Cllr M. Taylor.  
Village Hall Committee – Currently no committee.	
Sports & Social Club Committee – Cllr C. Lane.
Transport Representative – Mrs Anne Maclachlan.
Village News – Chair, Clerk and Paul & Lisa Atkins.
Planning Advisory Group – Mr Tony Saunders, Cllr C. Lane, Mr Mark Webber, Mr Andy Jordan (TBC), Cllr R. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger & Cllr M. Whitehead.  
Representative on School Governing Body – Christopher Tyer.
London Oxford Airport Representative – Cllr M. Taylor.
065/24	Declarations of Interest: None.
066/24 Public Participation: None.
067/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th April 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
068/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted the Monkey Challenge company who has provided instructions of how to apply for the necessary grant as well as recommending how to word the application for the most positive outcome.  This was shared 
with the Cllrs prior to the meeting.  All agreed for the clerk to proceed with this and also to ask if a slightly smaller climbing wall is possible.
· The clerk chased CDC for an update on our TPO request.  They have now asked for a map pinpointing the tree location, which has been provided.  The clerk will continue to chase.
· The clerk wrote to the trustees of the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) about the lights in the car park and the portrait of The King.  The reply was shared 
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· prior to the meeting.  The Cllrs were pleased with the reply and will be happy to support the BCF within the powers of the Parish Council.  The clerk is to confirm what those powers are before replying.

8:18pm – Cllr M. Taylor arrived.

· The clerk heard from the owners of the property on Oxford Road who confirmed that the tree work has now been completed.  Cllr M. Taylor confirmed he has seen this and that it is looking much better.
· The clerk sent the AGAR documents to the external auditor and put the relevant documents on the parish website and confirmed that the notice will be published on Sunday.
· The clerk circulated a Retention policy for review before the meeting.   All approved this policy and it will be adopted with immediate effect.  Cllr D. Ledger will contact the County Archives with regards to the historical records currently stored in fireproof safes in the Parish Office. 
· Finally, the clerk reminded Cllrs about putting the Tommy on the Finger Piece for D Day 80 on the 6th June and asked for some help in making sure he is secure.  Cllr D. Robins and Cllr C. Lane both volunteered to help.
069/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· Cllr N. Simpson reported the Chair and Vice Chair have been voted for.
· Committees have been agreed.
· With regards to the Football Stadium, the next stage is the planning application and then it will be with CDC.
· There are new solar farms being proposed, one being near Noke.  All indications are that these will be accepted.
070/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from OCC with regards to funding for Community Transport provision.  No further action.
b) An email from Chloe Edwards about her knew Nature Recovery Strategy.  No further action.
c) An email from Tannah Collier, Policy Officer, with an update on the Oxfordshire’s Councils Charter.  No further action.
d) An email from Alice Dimaline with an update on the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy.  No further action.
e) An email from Charlotte Iddon with regards to a Smoke Free Oxon.
071/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: Provided by email prior to the meeting.
· At Full Council on the 22nd May, a Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent administration was voted in with Cllr David Hingley becoming the new Leader of the Council and Cllr Lesley Mclean as Deputy Leader. It is still early days of the new administration and we will keep you updated about any decisions made.
· As I am sure you are aware on the same evening as Full Council, the Prime Minister called a general election on the 4th July. Just a reminder that Bletchingdon has 
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moved into the new Bicester and Woodstock constituency. Key dates for the election are:
· Deadline to register to vote is the 18th June
· Deadline for a postal vote is the 19th June
· Deadline to apply for a proxy vote is the 26th June
Just a reminder that as with the last two elections, ID will be required to vote.
· Reminder that the next Parish Liaison meeting is the 12th June at 7pm and if you would like to attend please email parishes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk. Both Cllr Hingley and Cllr McLean will be at the Parish Liaison meeting to answer any questions you may have.  (Cllr M. Whitehead will check his diary if he can go.  If not, Cllr C. Lane might attend.)
· We are still waiting on the Planning Inspector for Cherwell Concrete. It was mentioned recently that there was new works going on at the site above what had previously been refused. I mentioned this to Enforcement and they have asked for more information and what new works have started. Please could you send me any information.  The clerk will forward what was sent at the end of last year.
072/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
073/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – County Cllr N. Simpson reported that he has tried to contact D. Harrison to get something prepared for next year, but he is not able to make this a priority until there are only three months to go before the end of the current contract.
c) Bletchingdon School –  Mr S. Barnes gave a thorough report on behalf of the School.  To summarise, the key points were;
· Things are stable at the school and there are plans to free up the Head from teaching so that she can focus more on her Head role.
· Preparations are being made for the OFSTED and SIAMS inspections that are due.  
· Budgets have been made with acceptance from the Local Authority.
· The new website has now been launched which looks more professional and is also following all legal requirements.  
· The new SENDCo is settling in very well and there has been lots of positive feedback already.  
· The summer fete being run by the PTA is coming up this summer and this is open to all members of the community so please come along and support.
· The hedge issue has now been resolved.
· Attendance STATS are very good at Bletchingdon, which is something the Local Authority is focusing on at the moment.

Mr S. Barnes left the meeting at 8pm.

d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that everything that can be done, has been done for now.  Once the housing allocation has been made, then 
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the next steps can continue.  Hopefully this information will be available in the summer so that the design code can be completed.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported the latest reply he received.  Plans are in the making and cost estimates are on the way.  A meeting is to be scheduled in the summer to discuss in further detail.
f) Communication – The clerk shared the draft article prior to the deadline, which was approved by all.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins has still not had a reply from M. Smith, whom he shall continue to chase along with a copy to his boss.  County Cllr N. Simpson will also follow this up at OCC.
Full width speed humps –  No further news at this time.  Cllr M. Whitehead will chase the company up for a quote.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk contacted Paul McCarthy from MAC Traffic Solutions Ltd again and James Wright from OCC for more information on the signs they provide and install.  This information was shared with the Cllrs prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to focus on Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) which show the speed being reached and a happy or sad face accordingly, that are solar powered.    A question was raised about whether or not the signs can be rotated to face in opposite directions.  The clerk will ask this and progress this further.
Speed Camera –  The clerk reported that only one further volunteer came forward following our advert on social media.  The clerk will contact the lead co-ordinator for an update.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – Cllr C. Lane confirmed that the final section of plastic footpath to be upgraded will go ahead.  With regards to the broken down fence nearby, no further action will be taken.
i) Pine Trees and 2 The Meadows – The clerk reported the concern raised by a resident who lives adjacent to some trees.  Cllr C. Lane will check the area to see who is responsible for maintaining these trees as the management company have reported it is not their responsibility.
j) Enforcement Update – The clerk will seek an update on these cases.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.  
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– Under investigation, currently pending either a planning application or pre-application advice.
k) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.  Cllr D. Ledger continues to chase for answers.
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – No further news at this time.  Cllr C. Lane continues to chase this case.
n) EV charging points – Cllr D. Robins reported that the grant release date has been pushed back due to the funding being delayed.
o) Insurance Renewal – The clerk shared with Cllrs the notice with regards to the insurance renewal.  She reported that this is the third year of a three year agreement and levels of cover remain sufficient.  All approved the insurance renewal.  The clerk will also contact the company for indicative figures for next year in preparation of budget planning.
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p) Grant Provision – The clerk reported the request for a donation towards the printing costs of the village newsletter.  All approved a donation with a slight increase compared to last year of £450.00, due to the increased costs they are incurring.  
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for May 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Clean Slate
	Donations
	This Minute
	£50.00
	0.00
	£50.00

	Bank TF
	Clear Insurance Management Ltd
	Insurance
	This Minute
	£847.77
	0.00
	£847.77

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£594.00
	£118.80
	£712.80

	Bank TF
	Village News
	Donations
	This Minute
	£450.00
	£0.00
	£450.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd May 2024 for £50.22 including VAT of £8.37.
The Parish Council has used the powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant these donations.
The revised Financial Regulations were shared with the Cllrs prior to the meeting and all agreed to adopt these with immediate effect.
074/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
None.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/01129/F – Mr Franklin – Land South of Springwell House, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DE – Variation of Condition 2 (plans) of 20/02870/F – To alter the approved boundary treatment from a stone wall to a 5ft feather edge timber fence.  No objections.
24/012838/TCA – Mr Mark Webber – Holly Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Holly.  Reduce height by 2 meters around old points.  As well as trimming/reducing to clear buildings by 0.5 meters.  No objections.
075/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter. No further action.
b) An email from a parishioner seeking help with parking issues around Sands Furlong.  The clerk will contact both the school and the village hall committee and ask that a request to visitors to park considerately be made prior to events, but ultimately this is a matter for the management company as visitor parking spaces are being used by the residents, instead of their allocated spaces.  The clerk will reply accordingly.
c) An email from Boris Mackey from Rehab 4 addiction asking if we will link his website on our website.  No further action.
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d) An email from a parishioner commenting on a number of local issues.  The clerk will reply to thank her for her feedback.
e) An email from Ron Bailey with regards to his campaign to improve the safety of lithium batteries.  No further action.
f) An email from Ian Gedling with regards to the Village News printing costs.  All approved a donation of £450.00.
076/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· A number of pot holes remain on Islip Road and near the Hampdon Gay junction.  The clerk will report these.
· The road between Bletchingdon and Kirtlington is being repaired by Thames Water as they are responsible for the damage.
· Cllr C. Lane reported on the key points from the ECRCF meeting held last night.  He confirmed the meeting was worthwhile attending as there was some great advice shared.
· The grassy areas on the corner of Coghill and St Giles appear not to be attended to.  The clerk will check that these are the responsibility of CDC.  If not, it was agreed that the Parish Council will ask if Green Scythe Ltd would be willing to add this to their job list.  It was also noted that Green Scythe Ltd did a great job spraying the weeds this year.
· There have been reports that the Churchyard is not being maintained.  Cllr D. Ledger reported that the person contracted to do the work is currently recovering from an injury but hopefully will be back to work soon.
· The clerk is to report the flashing school lights which are on 24 hours a day.
· The clerk is to ensure that we have pre notification of road sweeper attendance during the autumn.
· A suggestion for the next village news is some information about Ring Door Bells.  Police are finding these recordings are helping to fight crime and are a good safety measure.
077/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 19th June 2024.                                                                                                             
078/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 26th June 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:45pm.
