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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th June 2024 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr C. Lane and District Cllr G. Coton.
	 
079/24	Apologies: County Cllr N. Simpson and Cllr M. Whitehead.
080/24	Election of Vice Chair: Following on from the last meeting, Cllr D. Robins invited nominations for vice chair.  He reported that he had spoken to Cllr R. Pirie prior to the meeting to invite her to take the position.  She said she would if the Parish Council agreed.  All agreed to accept the nomination of Cllr R. Pirie as vice chair.
081/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to minute reference 089/24/o, 089/24/p and correspondence item 091/24/b.
082/24 Public Participation: None.
083/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th May 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
084/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk reported the ‘school lights’ flashing 24 hours per day and OCC replied 05/06/2024 to say a reset has been done to fix the problem.
· The clerk has submitted the application for funding for the new climbing wall at the recreation ground.  If approved, the clerk will then contact Monkey Challenge to see if the wall can be shortened slightly. Application submitted 03/06/2024 – 12 weeks – 26/08/2024.
· The clerk contacted OCC to ask about the grass cutting at St Giles and Coghill.  They replied to say that all grass verges will be cut this month (June).
· The clerk also asked for an update on the TPO request.  No response yet.
· The clerk researched whether or not the permitted development rights will apply for the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) proposal as the Parish Council do not own the land or building.  Advice given is that the permitted development rights will not be possible for the Parish Council to give in this case.  However, planning permission may not be required depending on the height of the lamps chosen.  The clerk explained this verbally and in writing to the BCF and added that the Parish Council will support the application from the BCF if they do proceed.
· The clerk contacted Kerry Hatwell about the Fair on The Green.
· The clerk would like to thank Cllr D. Robins for assisting with getting the Tommy on to the finger piece for D Day 80.
· The clerk passed the 2 x old laptops to Cllr D. Robins for wiping before giving to charity.

7:45pm – Cllr R. Pirie arrived.

085/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None.
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086/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Phoebe Rison with an invitation to join a conversation about climate change and health.  Clerk to ask A. Maclachlan.
b) An email from Kathryn Gash, Officer Engagement Team, offering to meet on site to discuss any Parish issues we have.  The clerk is to contact her to arrange an onsite meeting and to co-ordinate it with the meeting with James Wright if possible.
087/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports: 
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that due to the pending election, there is not much to share.  However, at the last Full Council meeting on the 22nd May 2024, it was decided that a Liberal Democrat and Green administration will run with Cllr David Hingley appointed as leader.
· There is still no update on the Cherwell Concrete enforcement case.
· Lastly, a reminder to residents to take ID when voting.
088/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin. – Cllr D. Robins reported that the contact details at CDC need to be updated with the current chair.
089/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – Cllr D. Robins reported that the PTA Family Fun Day seemed to be a great success.  There was a fantastic turnout and everyone seemed to have really enjoyed it.  Cllr R. Pirie then reported the news that was shared with parents on Friday 21st June 2024, followed by a letter from the Governors to the same effect.  Sadly, due to budget restrictions, it has been necessary for the school to lose 4 of it valued Teaching Assistants.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he has applied for the final grant available.  Unfortunately as we are still waiting for the housing needs number from CDC, the design code cannot be completed which is the remaining item to complete.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported that he has been offered to meet for a consultation on the plans for the pub, which he hopes we be held in July 2024 so that he can report back at our next meeting.
f) Communication – The clerk asked if anyone had any ideas for the next village news article.  Cllr N. Morris suggested if the Community Speed Watch group (CPW) are able to get out before the deadline, perhaps they could feedback their results.  The clerk will contact the lead co-ordinator of the CSW group.  It was also suggested by Cllr D. Robins that a note about the donations the Parish Council have made should be included in the next article so people can see how the Parish Council are supporting the community.  All agreed for the clerk to do this.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – The clerk reported that it has been recommended that we start looking into the costings and plans for full width speed humps again whilst simultaneously trying to get CDC/Highways/Developers to raise the zebra crossing.  The clerk is to contact James Wright and request an onsite meeting.  Cllr 
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D. Robins and Cllr N. Morris offered some times that would suit them which the clerk will share with James Wright and set up a meeting as soon as possible.
Full width speed humps –  See above.
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – The clerk contacted James Wright and Paul McCarthy to seek further information with regards to obtaining VAS.  Can the signs be reversed?  Yes it is possible, but we would need double the brackets.  
Speed Camera –  The clerk contacted the lead coordinator for the Community Speed Watch to see how things are going.  She replied to say that more volunteers would be beneficial but they are going to make a start.
h) Plastic Footpath and broken fence – No further news at this time.
i) Pine Trees and 2 The Meadows – No further news and it was agreed that this item can be closed as Cllr C. Lane has reported the trees to the Duchy, who have confirmed they will make them safe.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.  
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– They have decided to submit a retrospective planning application and have 6 weeks to do so from the 7th June 2024.
k) Community Fitness Area - No further news at this time, however Cllr D. Ledger did report that he has now written in hard copy format.
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – No further news at this time however Cllr C. Lane has continued to chase.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Grant Provision – The clerk reported the request for a donation towards the grounds maintenance of the churchyard.  In their email, it was explained that all cuts make a total of £1,800 per annum.  A discussion was had and it was agreed by all that a donation of £900 should be made so that half of the costs have been supported.  The budget was set a £800.00 but there is also a contingency budget for the cost of living crisis, which can contribute the additional £100.00.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for June 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	St Giles Church – Grounds Maintenance
	Church Mowing &
Contingency
	This Minute
	£900.00
	£0.00
	£900.00

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for May and spraying of the weeds.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£863.00
	£172.60
	£1,035.60

	Bank TF
	F. Mason - Clerk Salary for April, May and June 2024.
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£1,647.40
	£0.00
	£1,647.40

	Bank TF
	PAYE/HMRC Income Tax Payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£411.80
	£0.00
	£411.80



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd June 2024 for £50.22 including VAT of £8.37.
The Parish Council has used the powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant the donation to St Giles Church.
090/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/01283/TCA – Holly Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Holly.  Reduce height by 2m around the old points.  As well as trimming/reducing to clear buildings by 0.5m.  Approved.

8:15pm – District Cllr G. Coton.

b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/01523/F – Park Farm – Akeman Street, Kirtlington, OX5 3JQ – Extension of existing leisure/tourism site via the introduction of 4 No. additional cabins.  No objections.
24/01610/TCA – Nick Evans – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – T5001 – Veteran oak tree immediately adjacent Estate gate lodge, leans towards residence and public road.  Recent decay detection identifies significant area of compromised material around lower stern and buttress routes.  Recommended work: Remove all deadwood.  Crown reduce 20%.  (reduce re growth on the western side of the canopy by about 1.5m-2m to remove some end weight retaining the shape and habit of the species).
T885 – Mature horse chestnut at old park entrance – leans out over Islip Road.  Kretzschmaria deusta fungal fruiting bodies identified around lower stem, recent decay detection indicates lower stem is compromised.  Recommended work: Fell to ground level.  (Note: this trees was previously planned for reduction, but we already had concerns about the overall stability and given the location, concluded it needs to be removed.  No objections.
24/01650/F – Build the Future Ltd – Heathfield Park Caravan Site, Street Through Heathfield Village, Heathfield OX5 3DX – Use of land for the siting of residential and holiday mobile homes retaining the layout approved under permission 23/00899/F.   Objections.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that the Parish Council will submit an objection and raise the following concerns;
The quality of these types of homes as a permanent dwelling is questionable and not sustainable as they have no choice but to rely on a car to get anywhere.  Traffic movements will increase and the roads here are already in a terrible state as they are not coping with the current levels of traffic.  The access road to the B4027 also needs to be much improved as the visibility is poor.  The location of this site is only 90 meters from the A34 and it is within the green belt.  If this is approved, we would ask that these homes count towards our housing allocation.
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24/01620/F – Mr & Mrs Shirley – 28 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Single and two storey side extension and single storey rear extension with internal alterations.  No objections.
091/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) An email from Lorna McGowan of Marie Curie with a request for a donation.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that as this is a national charity, a donation would not be made.  There is currently only £50.00 left of our donation budget.
b) An email from the Church Warden with regards to the Churchyard grounds maintenance.  A donation of £900.00 was agreed.
c) An email from Diane Bohm from Weston on the Green Parish Council.  Cllr D. Robins confirmed he will attend this meeting.
d) An email from a parishioner regarding the pruning of some trees.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that the clerk will report this tree to the Highways department to cut back as they are hitting cars on the road.  The clerk is also to reply to the parishioner and explain that this is not something he or the Parish Council have the right to do.

8:45pm – Cllr C. Lane arrived.

092/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· There have been a number of reports from residents of Islip Road questioning why part of the footpath has been closed.  There are traffic control lights in action too and a lot of waste has been left on the Finger Piece.  The clerk has already been in touch with Highways to enquire but they are not aware of any roadworks going on.  Resident were not given any notice and have found it dangerous to leave their homes as they can’t see to get out.  There is a lot of noise, dust and air pollution as a result of the work going on.
 It is believed to be something to do with the development of The Manor House.  All agreed for the clerk to contact the owner to enquire and request that the condition of the Finger Piece and the pavement be made good once the work is completed.
· Further to the action point from the clerk with regards to the grass verges at Coghill and St Giles, the clerk will send photo’s to add to the report.  Once they have cut back the overgrown grass, the clerk is then to contact Green Scythe Ltd to quote for this additional area as part of their work.
· The clerk is to follow up on the report of the damage caused by concrete truck on Tollbrook Corner.
· The pot holes have still not been repaired near Hampdon Gay.  Cllr C. Lane will obtain photo’s of them all for the clerk to add to the report.
· Cllr C. Lane reported that he has removed the rotten balance beams at the Recreation Ground and made the ground good again.
· The street lights as you come into the Duchy from the Kirtlington Road are not finished.  Cllr C. Lane will contact N. Mould to enquire.
· The clerk reported the swarm of bees Cllr M. Taylor successfully removed from the Duchy playground on Tuesday 25th June 2024.
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093/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 17th July 2024.                                                                                                             
094/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 24th July 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:05pm.
