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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 24th April 2024 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr N. Morris, District Cllr G. Coton and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	
046/24	Apologies: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie and Cllr M. Whithead.
047/24	Declarations of Interest: None.
048/24 Public Participation: None.
049/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th March 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
050/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted the Monkey Challenge company and obtained the measurements and requirements for install.  Cllr D. Robins then visited the site and shared a potentially suitable spot in the area where the balance beams currently are.  All agreed the clerk should reply and confirm there will be no cost incurred and proceed with the grant application if that is the case.
· The clerk reported the pot hole problems outside Hillcrest, Hampdon Gaye junction along with a street cleaning and to fix the broken curb stones on the finger piece.  Only the pot holes have been repaired so far.  The clerk also reported the damage caused by a concrete truck to the grass verge on the Weston Road.
· The clerk contacted Green Square Accord and asked them to tend to the gardens front and back at The Row as they are looking terrible since they asked all residents to leave.  There has been no response to date but the vacate properties are now up for auction on the 16th May 2024.
· The clerk asked for an update on the Tree Preservation Order request on the 10th April 2024 but there has been no response to date.
· The clerk contacted the enforcement team to investigate the reported concerns about the development at the Manor House.  They replied to say that the tarmac is only temporary and they are in discussions with OCC about the footpath.  CDC has re-iterated to the site manager about the routing agreement.
· The clerk contacted Green Scythe Ltd for a price for spraying the weeks in Bletchingdon and they replied to say £269 plus VAT.  All agreed to go ahead with this.
· The clerk completed the 2023/2024 VAT claim.
· Finally, the clerk confirmed that the invitations have been sent to all of the village clubs and societies.
051/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that the Heads of Terms for the new Stadium have now been agreed.  They are still working on schemes such as parking, traffic control etc. There could be a new Park and Ride to the North .  This should go to the Planning Committee in September 2024.
· The HGV weight limit restriction is still being looked into.
· With regards to the school bus, he will update us with news as soon as possible.
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052/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from OCC with regards to funding available for projects to help reduce flooding.  No further action.
b) An email from OCC Community Transport team with details of a new grant available.  Cllr N. Simpson confirmed he will look into this funding and explain more about this at our next meeting.
053/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported for the record that it is election week next week and photo ID will be required.
· The next Parish Liaison meeting is being held on the 12th June 2024.
· The Planning Inspectorate has checked the housing need calculations and declared a shortfall.  The Parish Council are waiting for the local plan to see what impact this decision has on the village.
054/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin to follow.
055/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.   
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that C. Cherry from CDC has acknowledged our email stating that the Parish Council do not wish to put forward any specific development sites in our Neighbourhood Plan.  The committee are currently working on the design code and will be meeting again soon.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins reported that he will contact them again to continue a dialogue.
f) Communication – The clerk asked of anyone had anything in particular to include in the next article.  It was also discussed that thanks should be given to those who helped with the spring clean and to those who attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  It was also agreed that a special thanks should be given to Martha and Grace who have been litter picking regularly as part of their Duke of Edinburgh award and there was noticeably less litter during the annual spring clean this year when compared to previous years.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins has still not had a reply from M. Smith, whom he shall continue to chase.
Full width speed humps –  No further news at this time.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk contacted Paul McCarthy from MAC Traffic Solutions Ltd for more information on the SID’s they describe and prices.  The information received was shared with the Cllrs and all agreed the clerk should pursue this further and obtain installation costs.
Speed Camera –  The clerk informed everyone that there had been no further volunteers come forward since the village news article.  The current co-ordinator for the Bletchingdon Community Speed Watch group has requested the Parish 
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Council use social media to ask for more volunteers.  The clerk is putting together an advert for the Bletchnet group which will be posted shortly.
h) Plastic Footpath – No further news at this time.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.  District Cllr G. Coton confirmed she is chasing this case but that the Planning Inspectorate is refusing to comment at this time.  She will continue to chase this up.  Cllr D. Robins asked who we might be able to escalate this to as this has been going on for longer than the authorised time scales.  Both District Cllr G. Coton and County Cllr N. Simpson will see if they can find a point of contact for the Parish Council.  Cllr D. Ledger will also investigate records held on Parish Online which might highlight the number of accidents on the road/entrance to Cherwell Concrete since they have been operating there.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– Under investigation, currently pending either a planning application or pre-application advice.

8pm – District Cllr G. Coton left the meeting.

j) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
k) The Slipe – No further news at this time.
l) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – No further news at this time.
m) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
n) Asset Register Review – The clerk shared a copy of the Asset Register prior to the meeting so that it could be reviewed.  All were happy with it and it was signed off.  
It was agreed that the two old laptops that are no longer used could go to charity.  Cllr D. Robins will ensure they are wiped first.  The clerk will make sure Cllr D. Robins gets them.
o) Annual Internal Audit Report review – The clerk provided all of the Cllrs with a copy of the Internal Audit report prior to this meeting.  All were very happy with the report.  A recommendation was made about including the full budget details in the minutes once they have agreed, which the clerk will do from now on.
p) Annual Governance Statement (AGS) - Following on from the Internal Audit Report review, the AGS was completed, approved by all and signed off by the chairman.
q) Statement of Accounts - Then the Statement of Accounts was completed, approved by all and signed off by the chairman.  
r) Period of Exercise of Public Rights - The clerk shared with everyone the proposed dates for the Period of Exercise of Public Rights.  The date of the announcement will be on the 2nd June 2024, commencing on the 3rd June 2024 until the 12th July 2024.  These dates were agreed by all.  The clerk will now submit the completed paperwork to the external auditors and publish the notices accordingly.  
s) Clerk Annual Appraisal – The clerk left the room for this item.
Councillors reviewed the clerks work for the past year.  It was agreed that she had done an excellent job and everyone is happy with everything.  It was also noted that the audit report this year had been “clean” for second year.  
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t) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for April 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Payment
	ICO – Annual Data Protection Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£40.00
	0.00
	£40.00

	Bank TF
	Cherwell District Council – Fee for emptying dog waste bins
	Dog Bins
	This Minute
	£360.36
	£72.07
	£432.43

	Bank TF
	April Skies – Final Internal Audit Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£130.00
	£0.00
	£130.00

	Bank TF
	HMRC - Employer PAYE and National Insurance Contributions for YE March 2024.
	Contingency & Other
	This Minute
	£39.80
	£0.00
	£39.80



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd April 2024 for £50.22 including VAT of £8.37.
056/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
24/00493/TCA – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 Ash – Reduce over extended low lateral branch and balance remaining side and top of the canopy to relieve weight on union.  T2 x Sycamore – Fell due to storm damage and poor form.  T3 x Holly – Reduce by 2 meters to form more compact shape.  Approved.
23/03173/CLUE – Caravan and Camping Park, Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use – Use of land as caravan and camping site in accordance with Planning Permission Ref CHS.56/76, lawfully in breach of Condition 4.  Refused.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/00750/F – Miss Rebecca Richardson – Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, OX5 3ET - Two new buildings, one lambing shed and one cattle barn, hard surface between buildings and track to link farm entrance.  No objections.
24/00887/TCA – Susan Bedwell – The Causeway, Monks Head, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – Cornus controversa ‘variegata’ – tree in decline.  Section fell tree.  Clear stump and cut below ground level.  Systematically treat stump with eco plug max glyphosate herbicide to avoid regrowth.  Reinstate gravel to cover stump.  No objections.
24/00874/F – Mr Percy Lawson – Bletchingdon Park Estate, Springwell Hill, OX5 3DW - Great New Ground - A more detailed package of works within the area previously approved for ground landscaping under 18/01945/F, using the excavated soil material from the approved underground facility to be built in front of the main house.  The works include formation of naturalised and contoured undulations, tree planting, all in keeping with the picturesque style of the existing landscape together 
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with a grotto structure buried in the toe of one of the proposed new landforms.  Springwell Park - Further landscaping including a new viewing mound which 
incorporates a spiralled grass path to the top and includes a buried mount on which will rest a monumental bronze sculpture.  No objections.

8:54pm – County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

057/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter. No further action.
b) An email from Linet Wanjiru of Clean Slate, asking for a donation.  All agreed to donate £50.00 next month, as was done last year.
c) An email from Satnam Group with their report of the scale of housing need in Cherwell and Bletchingdon specifically.  All agreed a copy of this letter will be shared with the Neighbourhood Plan committee by Cllr D. Ledger, for their information.
d) An email from Susan Linnett from Enrych, asking for a donation.  No further action.
e) An email from CPRE seeking interest in rooftop solar audits.  No further action.
058/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Village Hall Car Park Lights – the clerk is to report to the BCF the concerns being raised by parishioners about the lights in the carpark always being vandalised.  Is the BCF looking to upgrade these?  At the time of writing, the clerk is to share the news with regards to the portrait of the King that the Parish Council have received and ask where it could go.
· A discussion was had about minute books and storage of other documents in the Parish office.  All agreed it might be best for the old hand written minute books to be sent to County Hall for storage and Cllr D. Ledger agreed to write to them about this.  With regards to the other documents, the clerk will circulate a retention policy for review.
· Cllr N. Morris reported that she will have more time available soon to assist more on some of the Parish Plan projects.
· There is a fence near the top of the plastic path which is in need of repair or just removing all together.  All agreed to add this to the agenda for next month’s meeting to discuss in more detail.
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that on the Bletchingdon Road, there has been damaged caused to the grass verges by Thames Water which OCC is trying to make them accountable for.
059/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 15th May 2024.                                                                                                             
060/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 29th May 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:36pm.
