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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Whitehead and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	
031/24	Apologies: District Cllr G. Coton.
032/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr C. Lane with regards to minute reference 040/24/d & 042/24/b.
033/24 Public Participation: None.
034/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th February 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
035/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted ‘Finding Fitness’ about the ‘Monkey Challenge' and shared the process with the Cllrs.  All agreed this should be further investigated so the clerk will get in touch and try to arrange a meeting on site.
· The reports were made about various road repairs needed throughout Bletchingdon, via Fix My Street.  The Islip Road is being raised as an urgent repair job as they have acknowledged the number of defects on the road, as is the large pothole reported in Coghill.  The pothole at Hampdon Gaye junction and the broken kerb stones at the Finger Piece were investigated but assessed as not necessary for repair yet.  All agreed the clerk should report these again as well as the pot hole opposite Hill Crest.
· The clerk is in the process of requesting a TPO for the tree on Islip Road.  They have requested a photo of the tree and a map location before investigating, which have been provided.
· The clerk contacted the enforcement team to investigate the reported concerns about the development at the Manor House.  There has been no response to date so it was agreed for the clerk to follow up on this.
· A letter of thanks to the benefactor for the new defibrillator was sent, following approval of the draft by Cllr D. Robins.
· The clerk placed an order for a free portrait of The King, which is pending delivery.

19:38 – Cllr M. Whitehead arrived.

036/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson arrived just after the meeting had closed.
037/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from County Cllr N. Simpson/Joe Kay with a reply to our HGV weight restriction request, for the record.  No further action.
b) An email about a new OCC Customer Service Strategy and links to a site where we can share our views.  No further action.
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038/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton could not attend this meeting so she sent her report via email prior to the meeting, which was shared with all and is as follows;
· The Planning Inspector has recently declared that Cherwell does not have a five year land supply.  This obviously opens up villages to speculative development and is of concern.  She is talking to officers to see is being done to help protect villages from speculative development.
· CDC are still waiting on the planning inspectorate decision on Cherwell Concrete.  I know County Cllr N. Simpson has been talking to Dave Peckford about the latest works going on.
039/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  The date of the next parish liaison meeting was noted.  No further action.
040/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.   
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the NP committee met with C. Cherry to try and get an indication of the housing allocation Bletchingdon is likely to receive.  She is not able to provide this indication now, but hopes to be able to do so by the summer.  A discussion was then had about the option to include a ‘site selection’ in the NP or not.  The process to include a ‘site selection’ is long, costly and does not provide any guarantees.  It was put to the Parish Council to decide which option to proceed with and all agreed that the NP does not need to have a ‘site selection' included within it.  Therefore, Cllr D. Ledger and Cllr D. Robins will draft a letter to C. Cherry informing her of this decision.  Before this is sent, the draft will be shared with all for approval.
e) Benefactor – Cllr D. Robins had a meeting today, which he reported to the Cllrs.  Plans are in the pipeline for the future but no final decisions at this stage.  A second meeting will be held in due course.
f) Communication – All were sent a draft copy of the parish council article prior to the deadline, which was approved by all.  
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins has not heard anything from Mr M. Smith so he will chase this up and copy County Cllr N. Simpson too.
Full width speed humps –  Cllr M. Whitehead will follow up on this as he has not heard anything to date.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk shared some potential options for VAS that take images of the cars that are speeding.  These are only on hire and potentially expensive.  More recently, some correspondence has been received from a company based in Abingdon which the clerk shared prior to the meeting.  All agreed the clerk should look into these and report back as they seem more fitting for our needs.
Speed Camera –  The clerk has put another request for volunteers in the Village News article.  Cllr M. Whitehead has confirmed the Community Speed Watch 
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(CSW) group have a new lead co-ordinator and as soon as all the training has been completed by the volunteers, they can begin.
h) Plastic Footpath – Cllr C. Lane confirmed the job will go ahead as agreed for £200.00.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – CDC has completed its investigation in respect of the above matter. The demolition of the unauthorised extension and clearance of the debris is in full compliance with the Enforcement Notice and the inquiry has been closed accordingly.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – This case is closed since the property was sold on 22/01/24 and the new owner is ensuring it is removed from all lodging websites.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield Entrance– OCC Highways have assessed the walls and confirmed they do not interfere with Highways vision splays and as such, any planning application received would be approved.  Therefore the enforcement case is now closed.  With regards to the unauthorised layout changes to the caravan park, these have been regularised by an amended planning application and they have no evidence to conclude that mobile homes are still being used as permanent residences.  They confirmed they will continue to monitor the caravan occupancies to ensure that the site is not used for permanent accommodation. 
Enslow Boatyard – Case closed as they didn’t find any issues during their site visit.  They need photographic evidence if you wish the case to be re-opened.
Heathfield Development – 23/00525/ENF.– Under investigation.
Springwell Hill – The enforcement team have investigated and been informed that the road is only temporary and therefore is not breaching any conditions of the planning application.  For this reason, they have closed the enforcement case but started a monitoring case which will remain open until the development is complete.  Ref: 24/00106/MON.
j) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
k) The Slipe – The clerk contacted the BCF for an update on The Slipe, which was provided by Mr T. Saunders and shared with all prior to the meeting.  All agreed the clerk should diarise a note to contact them for a further update in a few months.
l) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane is still in contact with the insurance company to get this claim finished.
m) Chain link fence, Recreation Ground – The job has been completed and signed off.  No further action.
n) EV charging points – Cllr D. Robins shared an email with an update.  £3.6m funds will be made available to be used by 2025.  There will be more information available in Autumn this year.
o) Defibrillator Training Course – All were very happy with the course provided by Severnside Defibs and Training Ltd and agreed that we should use his services again in the future.  A proposed date to revisit this is the summer of 2026.
p) Review of Risk Assessment –The clerk shared with all prior to the meeting, the Risk Assessment for the year ahead, with effect from 1st April 2024.  All approved the Risk Assessment.
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q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for March 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Parish Online – Annual Subscription Fee
	Neighbourhood Plan
	040/24/q
	£72.00
	£14.40
	£86.40

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxfordshire – Neighbourhood Plan Support – Design Code
	Neighbourhood Plan
	040/24/q
	£4,290.00
	£858.00
	£5,148.00

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxfordshire – Neighbourhood Plan Support – Regulation 14
	Neighbourhood Plan
	040/24/q
	£2,887.00
	£577.40
	£3,464.40

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerks Salary payment for January, February and March 2024
	Clerks Salary
	040/24/q
	£1,826.40
	£0.00
	£1,826.40

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income tax payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	040/24/q
	£232.80
	£0.00
	£232.80

	Bank TF
	BMN Services – Repairs to the chain link fence at the recreation ground
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	040/24/q
	£420.00
	£84.00
	£504.00

	Bank TF
	Colban Ltd – Reimbursement for the purchase of posts to repair The Village Green, Finger Piece.
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	040/24/q
	£69.73
	£13.95
	£83.68

	Bank TF
	Shannon Lane – Labour costs to replace rotten post on The Village Green, Finger Piece
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	040/24/q
	£40.00
	£0.00
	£40.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd March 2024 for £47.80 including VAT of £7.76.
Review of Charitable Donations made during financial year 2023/2024
· CDC £500 Grant for Coronation (not from of our budget) 
· Clean slate £50, 
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· Village News £450, 
· Church £800, 
· Oxfordshire Mind £50

The Council has used the powers under Section 137of the Local Government Act in order to grant these donations.

041/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/03381/F – Blenheim Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – Replacement PVCu windows to property.  Approved.
23/00899/F – Heathfield Golf and Country Club, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DX – Retrospective – Use of land for the siting of caravans to include replacement building (office, reception, shop, store, laundrette, kitchen, toilets, showers, and washing facilities) Amendments to layout to layout and extent of application site approved by planning permissions 19/01789/F & 21/01485/F.  Approved.
24/00310/TCA – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Multiple tree works (see schedule).  Approved.
23/03046/F & 23/03047/LB – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Amendment to 18/01969/F to include an amended access route from underground car parking facility and pool and new lift position.  Approved.
24/00215/F – Mr D Ledger – 3 Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Installation of an air source heat pump to the front elevation.  Approved.
24/00149/F – 36 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Demolition of existing single storey element and construction of two storey side extension and alterations to form improved residential accommodation.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/00519/F – Mrs Stephen Dunne – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Variation of condition 2 (plans) of 22/03088/F – alterations to design of main house and garage to include the use of different construction materials, removal of porch, provision of fire escapes, installation of doors, erection of external stairs to garage and alteration of garage roof from hipped to pitched style roof.  No objections.
042/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter. No further action.
b) An email from the SATNAM Group.  No further action.
c) A consultation from Oxford Airport.  No further action.
d) A question from a parishioner about trees adjacent to The Meadows.  Cllr C. Lane has spoken to Mr N. Mould to ascertain who the landowner is, which has been confirmed as the management company for the Duchy estate.  The clerk is to reply accordingly, once Cllr C. Lane has provided the contact details of the management company.
043/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· BMN Contracting volunteered to clear the leaves and debris along the road on St Giles, by the garages.
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· It has been reported that the poor condition of the balance beam at the Recreation Ground is worse.  Cllr C. Lane offered to remove the broken part which all agreed to.
· A large section of verge has been damaged on the Weston Road by a concrete HGV.  The clerk is to report this via Fix My Street.
· The clerk is to contact CDC and request the road sweeper come to tidy up the main roads through the village. 
· The bus shelter light wiring is damaged.  Cllr D. Robins to contact Mr M. Bickley to see if he can repair it.
· A number of health and safety concerns with the bridle path on Mr S. Dunne’s property have been raised.  Cllr D. Robins will speak with him and ask him to make them safe.
· The poor condition of the gardens (front and back) of the empty properties at The Row are to be reported again to Green Square Accord by the clerk and to see if any information about when they will be placed on the market can be sought.
044/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 17th April 2024.                                                                                                             
045/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 24th April 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:12pm.
