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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th February 2024 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, District Cllr G. Coton and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	
016/24	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead.
017/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to minute reference number 026/24/b and planning application number 24/00215/F.
018/24 Public Participation: None.
019/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2024:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.

7:47pm: County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

020/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted Judy Roberts at OCC, to make sure our request for a weight limit restriction in Bletchingdon is put in place, to ask if it possible to be done at the same time as Chesterton and Kirtlington and to include signs on the A34 and updates on SAT navs.  The clerk also chased this email but still has had no response.  County Cllr N Simpson was also aware of this and has tried to chase on our behalf.  What he has discovered is that all Parishes asking for the same thing, are not getting any response at the moment.  The clerk is to keep trying.
· The clerk reported the uneven footpath to OCC again, with photographs as provided by the SSC.  They have now repaired this area.  The clerk also requested for more street lighting on Oxford Road, but OCC replied to say they have no budget available for new lighting.  (Only to maintain existing lighting).
· The clerk let CDC know that the new waste bin at the bottle banks has been put in place which they have already acknowledged.
· The clerk contracted Chris Grain to request for a 20mph speed limit be put on the Islip Road/Station Road stretch.  He replied to say that he is no longer our point of contact and that the right way to request this, is via Fix My Street.  Highways have replied to say that the current signage is within regulations and there is no budget for alterations or additional signage.
· The clerk sent an email to ask the developers about the area of land which has not been cultivated yet, but should be as part of the application conditions.  They replied to say that the wild flower area shouldn’t be cut and that the hump is a hibernaculum for the Great Crested Newt and therefore cannot be removed or disturbed.
· The clerk wrote to Mr Dunne again to seek confirmation that the necessary signage is in situ, which it appears to be.  A discussion was had about his development and some concerns that he is not sticking to the planning application.  The Cllrs agreed that the clerk should request the enforcement team 
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· investigate the concerns which include a tarmacked driveway, routing agreement, barn design, public footpath and bridle path fence.
· The clerk wrote to the homeowners about their tree blocking the street light so you cannot see the footpath.  They asked if it is possible to remove the whole tree?  All agreed that this is within their rights if they wish to do so.  The clerk will reply to this effect.
· The clerk put the new battery and pads in the defibrillator and updated The Circuit log accordingly.
· The precept request was sent off before the deadline.
· The clerk wrote to Mr S. Barnes and listed the dates for the PC meetings this year so that he can select the best meetings to attend, post school board meetings.  He has replied to say he will attend on the 29th May 2024.
· The clerk sent a supporting letter for the cricket clubs grant application.
· The clerk checked the salt levels and discussed with Cllr C. Lane what to do with the broken bin, who arranged to have it taken away.
· The clerk reported the large, pot hole at the end of St Giles/Oxford Road via Fix My Street, which has since been repaired.
021/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that following a 10 hour meeting, the OCC budget for 2024-2025 was agreed and the coalition is back in force.
· The new stadium application has now been put through and a separate application is being put together for a bridge connecting patrons to the train station.
· There is an enforcement case being raised about the land adjacent to the Bicester Road, Gosford.
022/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Charlotte Iddon about plans for anti-smoking campaigns.  No further action.
b) An email from Caroline Coyne, asking for all Cllrs to comment on their proposed Vision Zero Road Safety Strategy and Action Plan.  A discussion was held about the proposal and all agreed that the target of ‘zero’ is unrealistic and that the sensible first step should be to repair the roads and footpaths, improve street lighting and create better cycle routes.  The clerk is to respond based on that discussion.
023/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that the CDC budget has been agreed and the increase for band D homes is only £5.00.
· The new Chief Executive, Gordon Stewart, has started and is keen to meet with all Parish and Town Councils in the District.
· A reminder about the Elections coming up and the fact that people will need to bring photo ID.  There have also been changes made to the postal vote so people may need to apply for this again.
024/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin. Jan & Feb edition.  No further action.
b) An email from the planning department seeking our views on the updated planning application validation checklist.  No further action.
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c) An email from Christina Cherry about Heyford Park request for designation as a neighbourhood area.  No further action.
d) An email from the Planning Policy team asking for feedback on the Cherwell Landscape Character Assessment.  A discussion was had and all agreed that Cllr D. Ledger will respond on behalf of the Parish Council.
025/24	Parish matters:
a) Trees behind Springwell Close – A parishioner raised concerns over the trees behind Springwell Close following a rotten tree being blown over into a garden, during a recent storm.  Cllr C. Lane made contact with the Duchy Estate to see whom would be responsible for this area.  Mr N. Mould has seen to it that the development team take this on.  They will make sure that tree surgeons will check the condition of the remaining trees, make sure they are safe and also repair any damage caused to the garden where the rotten tree fell.  Long term, it will become the management teams responsibility to maintain these trees.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
d) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.  A discussion was had about the school bus service for Marlborough School.  This is currently being subsidised by OCC but even so, the current model is unaffordable for most families and certainly for those with more than one child attending.  The result is, more families are driving their children to the school than are using the bus.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that they had a meeting in January where they talked about the new home allocation.  The problem being that until CDC can indicate how many new homes Bletchingdon will be allocated in the new Local Plan, it is difficult to create a policy on this matter.  CDC have said that a ‘highly indicative’ figure should be available in the summer.  The Neighbourhood Plan Committee are still discussing this subject and once a decision has been made, they will present to the Parish Council.
f) Benefactor – The clerk drafted a letter to the benefactor via Mr P. Lawson, which has already been replied to.  Cllr D. Robins is now liaising with Mr Lawson to arrange a meeting.  The Parish Council would like the clerk to write on their behalf to the benefactor to thank him for arranging an additional defibrillator in the village.  The clerk will arrange this.
g) Communication – Cllr D. Robins reported that the next deadline for our article is the 18th March 2024.  To be included in the article is D-Day 80 reminder and notice about the planned bell ringing, Annual Parish Meeting, ID needed for voting, Litter pick reminder and potential thanks for attending the defibrillator training.
h) Traffic Calming – A discussion was had about the parking problems around the Co-op and whether or not yellow lines would solve the problem.  It was agreed that as some people already choose to ignore the existing road markings, yellow lines would not have any impact.
Zebra Crossing – No further news at this time.  County Cllr N. Simpson will share with the Parish Council, the contact details of the contact who has replaced Dave Catling.
Full width speed humps –  No further news at this time.
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Vehicle Activated Signs – No further news at this time.
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead shared prior to this meeting, that he has spoken with one of the volunteers who is willing to be the lead person for this group as he is now no longer able to due to his job.  
i) Plastic Footpath – The clerk reported that the developers rejected the opportunity to complete this section of the plastic path.  The Parish Council discussed the options and agreed that the Parish Council should arrange for a third party to complete this section.  Cllr C. Lane has received a quote from the people who did the section adjacent to the new home and they estimate only £200.00.  All agreed to go ahead with this quote so Cllr C. Lane will send the instructions.
j) Enforcement Update – The clerk is to follow up on all of the cases before the next Parish Council meeting.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – The Planning application, reference 23/03158/F, has been withdrawn by the applicant so the enforcement team will remind the applicant that they must now comply with the original enforcement notice.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation which is ongoing.
Cherwell Concrete – County Cllr N. Simpson shared that CDC are aware of the increase of size in the plant and as a result, they are escalating the case.
Heathfield Entrance– Pending a retrospective planning application.  The clerk is to ask what the timescales are for the applicant to submit this application, which has been pending for some time.
Enslow Boatyard – Under investigation.  
Heathfield Development – Under investigation.
k) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
l) The Slipe – The clerk is to contact the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) for an update on the entrance way following their meeting held recently.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Our insurers are now speaking to the other party to recover the funds from their side.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Defibrillator Training Course – The clerk has a list of parishioners wishing to attend, and continues to advertise and promote the event.
p) Grounds Maintenance for 2024 – The clerk filled in the necessary paperwork for Green Scythe Ltd, accepting their tender for the next three years.  No further action.
q) Standing Orders and Financial Regulations review – Prior to the meeting, the clerk shared the following documents for review.  The first being the most recent version of the Standing Orders available from NALC (Model Standing Orders 2018 - version 2) which all agreed to adopt with immediate effect.  With regards to the Financial Regulations version 2019, as these remain unchanged, the Cllrs agreed to continue to follow these regulations.
r) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for February 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council. 
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	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Shannon Lane – Cutting of shoots from base of trees on The Green
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	This Minute
	£35.00
	£.00
	£35.00

	Bank TF
	OALC Annual Membership Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£193.23
	£38.65
	£231.88



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd February 2024 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
Cllr D. Ledger also requested that once our free 30 day trial of Parish Online is finished, the Parish Council agree to pay the annual fee of £72.00 plus VAT.  All approved this payment from the Neighbourhood Plan budget.
Review of the regular payments, which are Direct Debits and Standing Orders, was made. 
Currently in place are; 
· A Standing Order to Bletchingdon Village Hall for Parish Office rent and use of the meeting room. £150.00 per month. 
· A Direct Debit payment to BT for payment of Parish Office landline phone. Variable amount paid monthly. 
All regular payments were also approved.
026/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/03459/TCA – Corner House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x weeping ash – remove large dead limb, remove epicormic vertical growth from stem and remove deadwood.  Approved.
23/03158/F – Mr Xungan Nie – Green Barn, Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow OX5 3ET – Single storey extension to existing agricultural barn (Use class B8 – storage and distribution).  Withdrawn.
23/03319/ADV – Starbucks, Weston on the Green, Bicester OX25 3QQ – Internally illuminated 9m totem sign, drive thru directional sign, height restrictor sign, preview menu board, speaker canopy, 5 panel menu triple menu, no entry/thank you directional signs x2.  Approved.
23/03254/LB & 23/03253/F – 5 Bletchingdon Park Stable, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Re-roofing works together with removal of spray foam insulation.  Approved.
23/03124/F – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Erection of single storey pool building.  Refused.
24/00059/TCA – Barley Thorpe Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x Mixed Hedge – reduce height to previous points (3 meters) reduce sides by 2 meters to stop interference with the road.  T2 Lawson Cypress – fell to ground level.  T3 x Yew – reduce overhanging branches to the boundary line.  T4 x Silver Birch – crown raise to 2.5 meters.  Approved.
24/00500/TCA-5 – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – T4615 Beech Fell & T4610 Beech Fell.  Approved.
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b) Planning Applications Received: 
24/00215/F – Mr/Mrs Ledger – 3 Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Installation of an air source heat pump to the front elevation.  No objections.
24/00149/F – Mrs Mavis Blake – 36 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Demolition of existing single storey element and construction of two storey side extension and alterations to form improved residential accommodation.  No objections.
24/00310/TCA – Mr Andre Stern – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Various Tree works.  No objections.
24/00381/TCA – St Giles Church – Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – T1 x Yew tree – fell.  T2 x Holly – raise and prune from Victorian style grave.  No objections.
24/00493/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH - T1 x Ash - Reduce over extended low lateral branch and balance remaining side and the top of canopy to relieve weight upon union.  T2 x Sycamore -Fell due to storm damage and poor form.  T3 x Holly - Reduce by 2 meters to form more compact shape.  No objections.
c) Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
IO/jh8028 – Three Oak trees located on land at Heathfield, Bletchingdon, Oxon. – TPO to remain permanent.
027/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) An email from Rural Housing Enabler and Communities Lead about funding available that might be of interest to the Parish Council.  No further action.
c) An email from OALC sharing a link to a website where Parish Councils can request a free, framed portrait of His Majesty The King to hang in a public building.  All agreed the clerk should proceed and order this.
d) An email from the HGV weight restriction group sharing the latest correspondence they have received from OCC, for our information.
e) An email from David Kench of the Eydon Historical Research Group.  Cllr D. Ledger looked into the history of the name of Bletchingdon/Bletchington and all agreed for Cllr D. Ledger to reply with his findings.
f) An email from a parishioner with a concern about a boundary wall.  A discussion was had about what their options are.  It was agreed that the clerk should reply to advise that the Parish Council cannot get involved in neighbour disputes but perhaps they could seek advice from Citizens Advice.  The clerk is to add some reassurance that the work should not affect their wall in any way.
028/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· With regards to the quotes for repairing the chain link fence at the recreation ground, all approved to proceed with BMN Services who were only slightly more expensive but are able to complete the job sooner and have always done good work for us in the past.  Cllr C. Lane will instruct them accordingly.
· There is a post on the Finger Piece that is completely rotten and needs to be replaced.  Cllr C. Lane can source 2 x wooden posts for just £70.00.  All agreed he can proceed with this. 
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· Cllr M. Taylor confirmed that he will be able to return the paperwork to Barclays in the next few weeks so that the mandate can be brought up to date.
· A parishioner has requested to borrow some of the litter pickers for picking litter around the school.  All approved this request.
· With regards to D-Day 80, all agreed the Parish Council could put the ‘Tommy’ out on display that day.
· Cllr M. Taylor reported that he attended the Oxford Airport meeting where they shared that they are expanding again.
· There are a number of reports to be made via Fix My Street which include two deep pot holes, flooding near Heathfield and kerb stones needing replacement.  The clerk will report these issues.
· The Village Hall manager has reported that the projector in the Village Hall is faulty.  As this is the property of the Parish Council, it was agreed that Cllr D. Robins will look into it.
029/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 20th March 2024.                                                                                                             
030/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 27th March 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:38pm.
