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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th January 2024 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, County Cllr N. Simpson and Mr S. Barnes.
	
001/24	Apologies: District Cllrs G. Coton and J. Nedelcu and Cllr M. Whitehead. 
002/24	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to minute reference 010/24/q.
003/24 Public Participation: Mr S. Barnes.
004/24	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th November 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.

7:43pm – Cllr M. Taylor arrived.

005/24 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk contacted County Cllr N. Simpson to ask what the Parish Council can do to support the weight restriction application.  He has advised that the Parish Council should now write to Judy Roberts at OCC.  The clerk will arrange this.
· The clerk reported the broken footpath to Highways via Fix my Street.  They investigated and replied to say this is not their land and it would be the responsibility of the Sport and Social Club to repair.  Cllr C. Lane said he will report this at the next Sports and Social Club meeting.
· The clerk asked Cllr C. Lane to obtain some quotes to repair the chain link fence at the Recreation Ground and asked if he could go ahead with the shoots on The Green.  Cllr C. Lane confirmed this is in hand.
· The clerk put an order in for the new waste bin for the bottle banks, which arrived shortly before this meeting.  Cllr C. Lane confirmed he will assist with getting this installed.
· The clerk has put in a request for a 20mph speed limit reminder to be painted on the road near The Green, but has not had any response yet.  She will follow this up.
· The clerk sent an email to the developers at the Duchy site, to ask about the damaged section of the public footpath on the Duchy.  They confirmed that this will be dealt with in the New Year.  She did also ask if they would be willing to quote for the small section of plastic path that remains, but they declined.  The storage container is to be removed shortly as it is hired and costing them money.  It is storing some garden gates that need replacing, which is planned to be done in the New Year.  Finally, with regards to the missing village name sign, they said it should be re-installed week commencing 15th January 2024.
The Cllrs then asked the clerk to contact the developers again to ask about the patch of land which has not yet been cultivated in line with the plans.
· The clerk wrote to Mr Dunne to request that he do everything in his power to divert all HGV and other vehicles delivery to his estate away from Weston and Islip Road.  As he has not responded to the email, the clerk will follow this up.
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· The clerk contacted CDC and asked when the next road sweep would be coming and then let the residents know so that we can clear the drains.  This was then advertised and it appears to have gone well as many people kept their cars off the road in the necessary areas.
· The clerk has ordered the replacement battery and pads and will install them before the expiry date.  The clerk also placed a label with our contact details on the defibrillators at the Village Hall and at the Sports and Social Club so that if it is used, it can be returned.
006/24	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· Cllr N. Simpson reported that Gordon Stewart has been appointed as the new Chief Executive for CDC and started on Monday 8th January 2024.
· OCC are currently working on delivering a balance budget.
· The SEND/education services are waiting for the next inspection.
· Lastly, the Labour and Liberal Democrat coalition has ceased which is causing some delays and issues.
007/24	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from OCC Highways with notice of a temporary road closure at Springwell Hill on 3rd March 2024 – 5th March 2024.  The clerk will put this in the Village News and Noticeboards.
b) An email from Tannah Collier, Policy Officer, with a draft Oxfordshire Councils charter and asking for our opinion.  No further action.
c) An email from John Rawlings-Hall with a list of tree work about to be undertaken in Bletchingdon.  No further action.
008/24	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton sent a report via email, prior to this meeting.  Cllr D. Robins read this report to everyone.
· Gordon Stewart has now been appointed as the new Chief Executive.
· A Full Council meeting took place on the 18th December at Bodicote House with a number of motions which were all passed.  They were;
-Asking Cherwell to look into a solar strategy across the district to ensure a more cohesive plan moving forward.
-Asking Cherwell to look into accessible locations to provide sanitary items to those in need, to help tackle period poverty
-Condemning the decision to delay the ban on Section 21 notices and calling on the Leader of the Council to communicate this to our Member’s of Parliament and the government in the strongest possible terms.
-Asking Cherwell to investigate the feasibility of creating service hubs within our localities and what they can usefully provide and then develop a strategy that facilitates the use of service hubs to better provide access and support to our communities.
· Banbury Vision 2050 reminder.
009/24	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin – December edition.  No further action.
b) An email from Judith Humphries with details of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO).   No further action.
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010/24	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – Mr S. Barnes confirmed he will continue to come and represent the school as the Parish Council have agreed that 3 meetings per year will be sufficient. A general discussion was had about the school and future plans but he will be able to report more after the Governors Board meeting which is coming up.  The clerk will liaise with Mr S. Barnes to better co-ordinate these meetings in future.

8pm – Mr S. Barnes left the meeting.

d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the public consultation went well.  There has been no feedback on the policies shared that evening which suggests there are no issues with them.  A development policy can be looked into once a better indication of how many new homes CDC may allocate to Bletchingdon, out of the 500 indicated for category A villages.
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.  A discussion was had about the pub which has now been closed for a year.  All agreed, the clerk and Cllr D. Robins will get in touch to introduce Cllr D. Robins as the new Chair and enquire about the future of the pub.
f) Communication – The clerk reminded all Cllrs that any items for the Village News need to be submitted before the 18th January 2024 deadline.  The clerk will draft an article for approval which will include the details of the defibrillator training and potential dates for the diary such as the annual spring clean.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins reported that he has not had a reply since October 2023, despite numerous emails.  County Cllr N. Simpson asked to see these emails in order to chase up on our behalf.  Cllr D. Robins confirmed he will forward these on.
Full width speed humps –  Cllr M. Whitehead to report next month.
Vehicle Activated Signs – pending new style becoming available on the market.
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead to report next month.
h) Plastic Footpath – Following the decision from the developers at The Duchy, the Parish Council agreed to look into upgrading the final section of plastic path as an area of this size should not be very expensive and it will be for the benefit of the whole community.  Cllr C. Lane will request a quote.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – Part demolition has been carried out but also a planning application has now been received, reference 23/03158/F.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation which is ongoing.
Cherwell Concrete – District Cllr G. Coton is trying to get us an update.  In the meantime, it looks as though the company has removed the old plant machinery in order to make room for larger plant machinery.  County Cllr N. Simpson asked to see the latest developments which Cllr D. Robins confirmed he will send.
Heathfield Entrance– Pending a retrospective planning application.
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Enslow Boatyard – Under investigation.  
Heathfield Development – Under investigation.
Underdown Farm - The clerk followed up with the enforcement team about the development at Underdown Farm, to ensure what they are building is as per the approval.  They have confirmed all is in order so they will not take any further action.
j) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger continues to get no response from Green Square Accord.  A discussion was had about whether or not to contact The Duchy to see if they can assist.  For now, it was agreed that Cllr D. Ledger will continue to chase Green Square Accord.
k) The Slipe – The clerk wrote to the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) to ask when work on the new entrance to The Slipe might begin.  They replied to let us know that there is a legal agreement required between the BCF and OCC, which is underway.
l) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – The clerk reported that the funds have been received from our Insurers, less the VAT and policy excess.  Now what remains is to seek these funds from the other insurers.  Cllr C. Lane confirmed he is happy to follow up with this.
m) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
n) Defibrillator Training Course – The clerk has booked the defibrillator familiarisation course for 6th March 2024.
o) Grounds Maintenance for 2024 – The clerk shared the quotes provided by three separate grounds maintenance companies.  In summary, the total annual costs from each company are below.  A discussion was had and because Green Scythe Ltd have been reliable and provided a satisfactory service for the last 3 years, and they have the most competitive quote, the Parish Council would like to appoint them again.  They are also offering a 3 year contract with confirmation that any increases in cost will be in line with the consumer price index rate for that year, which the Parish Council agreed to accept.

	Company Name
	Total for the Year

	Green Scythe Limited
	£5,251.00 inc VAT

	Slade Estate Services
	£6,624 inc VAT

	Grass Cutting Company
	£5,760.00 inc VAT



p) Precept 2024/2025 – A discussion was had about the budget agreed in November 2023’s meeting.  It was agreed that the precept request should have a small increase of £500.00 to ensure that everything is provided for adequately, making a total precept request of £25,000.  Due to the tax base increase, this results is a decrease of -0.74%.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for January 2024 were all approved by the Parish Council.
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	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Church – Hire of Church to host Neighbourhood Plan Forum
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Bank TF
	D. Ledger – Re-imbursement for the purchase of refreshments provided during the Neighbourhood Plan Forum.
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This Minute
	£35.20
	£0.00
	£35.20

	Debit Card
	Broxap Ltd – New waste bin to be located at the bottle banks
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£398.00
	£79.60
	£477.60

	Bank TF
	Severnside Defibs and Training Ltd – Familiarisation training for Cllrs and parishioners
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£250.00
	£50.00
	£300.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd January 2024 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
011/24	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/01798/F – Park View Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – Addition of a basement for plant room and storage and amendments to the internal layout and fenestration – following approval of 22/00622/F.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/03284/F – Investfront Ltd – The Oxfordshire Inn, Meadow Walk, Heathfield, OX5 3FG – Development of the site to provide 2. No dwellings with car ports following the removal of existing function hall.  No objections.
23/03254/LB & 23/03253/F – Gerald Lee Will Trust – 5 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Re-roofing works together with removal of spray from foam insulation.  No objections.
23/03319/ADV – 23.5 Degrees Limited – Starbucks, Weston on The Green OX5 3QQ – Internally illuminated 9m totem sign, drive thru directional sign, height restrictor sign, preview menu board, speaker canopy, 5 panel menu triple menu, no entry/thank you directional signs x2.  No objections.
23/03459/TCA – Damaris O’Hanlon, Corner House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x Weeping Ash – Remove large dead limb, remove epicormic vertical growth from stem and remove deadwood.  T2 x Yew – Trim circumference to contain and shape, prune to clear telecom cable.  Raise crown height over lane to 3 meters high.  No objections.
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23/03381/F – Mr Mann – Blenheim Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – Replacement PVCu windows to property.  Objections.  This house is in the conservation area and is prominent in Weston road. UPVC windows ( particularly this type of design) are not in keeping with other buildings in the area of this age.  Windows should be replaced in timber flush casements not UPVC storm windows.  Flush windows have the casements flush with the frame, storm windows stick out and this type of windows just look plastic and out of place . Many properties have replaced recently with timber flush windows such as The old Coach house, The Old Post Office and Mimms cottage.
23/03468/DISC – Robin Investments Ltd – Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Discharge of conditions 2 (egress window), 3 (biodiversity method statement) and 4 (car parking provision) of 23/01984/F.  No objections.
23/03124/F – Steve Dunne – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Erection of single storey pool building. Comments requesting a condition for a routing agreement.
24/00059/TCA – Mrs Kate Miller – Barley Thorpe Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x Mixed Hedge – reduce height to pervious points (3 meters) reduce sides by 2 meters to stop interference with the road.  T2 x Lawson Cypress – fell to ground level.  T3 x Yew – reduce overhanging branches to the boundary line.  T4 x silver birch – crown raise to 2.5 meters.  No objections.
c) To consider all appeals received from Cherwell District Council;
APP/C3105/W/23/3330400 – Gurbax Singh – OS Parcels 7977 8962 and 9553 North of Lince Lane, Kirtlington – Erection of 9 no. new live/work units each with C3 Residential and integral B1 office – on former quarry land/more recently agricultural use site – all matters reserved except for access.  No further comment to be added.
012/24	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell December Newsletter.  No further action.
b) OALC update – shared with all in December.  No further action.
c) An email from Matthew Barber from Thames Valley Police, with details of grant funding available to help prevent crime.  No further action.
d) Information from OALC with options of celebrating D-Day 80.  The clerk is to share the suggestion for bell ringing with the Church and also put a request in the village news for people to let us know if this is something they would like to celebrate and if so, how.
e) Community Speedwatch Newsletter number 5.  No further action.
f) An email from Martin Lipson with a notification of the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan pre-submission consultation documents, which is due for review.  No further action.
013/24	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The light in the bus shelter is no longer working.  Cllr M. Taylor confirmed he will look into this.
· The clerk is to check the levels of grit in the salt bins and let Cllr C. Lane know.  There is also a storm damaged salt bin where the plastic path used to be.  The clerk is to ask CDC to remove this.
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· There is a severe pot hole at the end of St Giles/Oxford Road junction.  The clerk is to report this.
· There are a few damaged posts in the village.  Cllr C. Lane will look into the costs for repairing these and report back.
· The cricket club are looking for letters of support to apply for a grant to provide new cricket nets.  All agreed the Parish Council should support this so the clerk will write the letter.
014/24 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 21st February 2024.                                                                                                             
015/24	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 28th February 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:50pm.
