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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th November 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Whitehead and District Cllr G. Coton.
	
154/23	Apologies: In the absence of Cllr C. Lane and Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger chaired this meeting.  County Cllr N. Simpson also sent his apologies.
155/23	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to minute reference 163/23/p and his reimbursement.
156/23 Public Participation: M. Charnock.
157/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th October 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Ledger.
158/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk attended two meetings since the last Parish Council meeting.  She summarized the key points to the Cllrs.
· The clerk shared the proposed dates for meeting in 2024 with Cllrs prior to the meeting.  All approved these dates.
· The clerk checked that the grips on Springwell Road, leading to Kirtlington were done at the end of October 2023.
· The clerk wrote a letter for Barclays and provided this along with the necessary forms for Cllr M. Taylor for updating his Signature on the mandate.  Cllr M. Taylor confirmed he will take this paperwork to the Bank to do in person as soon as possible.
· The clerk has contacted CDC to ask about a sticker to confirm glass contents at the Bottle Banks.  There has been no reply to this but they have confirmed that they will empty a waste bin at this location if we provide it and they will increase their collection of glass to once a week.  The clerk has researched two potential companies to use for purchasing an additional waste bin.  Broxap  provide one similar to that already in place at the village hall costing £329.00 plus VAT or Glasdon UK provide one at a cost of £375 plus VAT.  All agreed the clerk should purchase the cheaper option which will also be in keeping with the village hall.
· With the assistance of Cllr D. Robins, the Remembrance Statue was erected on the Finger Piece for Remembrance Sunday and has since been collected and returned to the Parish Office.
· The clerk met with Cllr D. Robins and Cllr D. Ledger to discuss the 2024 Budget before sharing budget plans with the rest of the Council.
· The clerk submitted the Local plan comments as agreed by all.
· The clerk obtained a new point of contact to enquire about the return of our Village sign and has emailed twice asking when we can expect this to be returned.  This is ongoing.
· Following the Interim Audit, the clerk updated the Risk Assessment to include annual OneDrive testing, as per the advice from the Internal Auditor.
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159/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· In the absence of County Cllr N. Simpson, M. Charnock reported that she met with County Cllr N. Simpson to discuss the HGV’s driving through the village on the Islip Road and provided evidence of the dangers and damage they cause.  It had previously been agreed by the former Chairman of Transport that a weight restriction should be put in place so he is optimistic it will be agreed again.  But any decisions like this will be placed in a queue so it is important to do what can be done to make sure this is followed through as soon as possible.  The clerk is to contact County Cllr N. Simpson to ask what the Parish Council need to do in support of this.

Cllr M. Whitehead arrived at 7:55pm and M. Charnock left the meeting.

160/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Keith Stenning (Highways & Operations) asking for our views on a Lane Rental scheme they are proposing for Oxfordshire’s busiest roads.  No further action.
b) A notice from OCC with details of a road closure near Bunkers Hill on 15/01/2024.  The clerk has put a notice in the village news and will also put up a poster in the Noticeboard nearer the time.

District Cllr G. Cotton arrived at 8pm.

161/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that CDC are moving from Bodicote House to Castle Quay by December 2024.  
· She confirmed there are two consultations underway at the moment.  One on the Budget 2024/2025 which will run until the 8th December 2023 and one on Homelessness which will run until the middle of January 2024.
162/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
b) Additional Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
163/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – The clerk spoke to Mrs Mullane (school governor) to seek an update on the school hedges in the playground.  The current situation is that the cost to remove the hedges is way over their budget (£5,000) so until they can find a way to raise those funds, no further progress can be made.  However there are also nut trees that have been planted, which need to removed due to allergies.  They are looking into removing these trees as a priority.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger confirmed the public consultation meeting is going ahead on the 12th December 2023 and an article with the progress made so far and more details has been put in the village news.  He has also produced fliers to distribute throughout the Parish.
e) Potential Development Area – Cllr D. Ledger shared with the Cllrs prior to the meeting, a letter from M. Peagram sharing his ‘expression of interest’ in a 
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potential development site north of the village hall.  This site is proposed to be 20-25 houses, of which 30% would need to be affordable houses so approximately 8.  This site would also include something for the community such as a sports field.  If built on the slope, this should also not impact the new houses on the Duchy site too much.  A discussion was had about this potential site compared with another potential site behind Valencia Close.  All agreed this new proposed site has a more attractive number of houses and the infrastructure would work better here too.  All agreed to consider highlighting this area as a potential development site in the Neighbourhood Plan.
f) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
g) Communication – The clerk shared a draft article with the Cllrs prior to the deadline, which was approved by all.  Following some scam email attempts, the clerk asked if it would be an idea to use Cllr email accounts instead of personal email accounts.  Cllr D. Ledger suggested maybe having just one generic email account for Cllrs.  He will speak to Cllr D. Robins and report back at the next meeting.
h) Traffic Calming – The clerk is to ask Highways for road markings on Islip Road and Station Road to remind people of the 20mph speed limit as the gap from the entrance to the village to the next road sign is large and people tend to speed up.
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins has chased for an update prior to this meeting and District Cllr G. Coton said she will also chase the Development Team Leader at CDC.  Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that he has spoken with N. Mould who advised the construction company changed part way through this section of the build and the plans went missing.  
Full width speed humps –  Cllr M. Whitehead has taken the measurements necessary so he will get back to the company now to seek a quote.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk has taken a look into the new style VAS which also record speeds.  There does not appear to be much information out there yet, but she will keep looking.
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead reported that the training links the volunteers need have not worked so he is waiting to hear back from the Community Speed Watch with fresh links.
i) Plastic Footpath – Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that N. Mould confirmed the area of land still with a plastic path on, is not Duchy land.  Cllr R. Pirie asked if the development has been signed off yet.  If not, where their building/office was placed, the public footpath has been damaged.  This should be repaired by them and perhaps they could do this final section of path at the same time.  The clerk is to look into this.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – Part demolition has been carried out but also a planning application has now been received, reference 23/03158/F.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation which is ongoing.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending a decision by the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield Entrance– Pending a retrospective planning application.
Enslow Boatyard – Under investigation.  Photographic evidence is not possible so District Cllr G. Coton said she will get back to the enforcement team to explain.
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Heathfield Development – A report was shared with everyone prior to the meeting, with details of a large development that the Parish Council have not been notified of a planning application for.  The Parish Council agreed to report this to the enforcement team.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is not making quick progress with CDC or Green Square Accord, but he will keep working on it.
l) The Slipe – Since the planning application has been approved, all agreed that the clerk should contact the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) to ask when they believe work will begin on this entrance.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – The clerk reported that the new gates have been installed.  One the clerk has paid the final invoice, Cllr C. Lane confirmed he will ask GDR Gates and Doors Ltd to provide us with a receipted invoice so that our insurance company can claim the money back.
n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Defibrillator Training Course – The clerk has made contact with the company that provides a defibrillator refresher course for £300.  She suggests to try and book a session for the end February/beginning March 2024 so that we can advertise it in the next Village Newsletter.  All agreed with this so the clerk will arrange this.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for November and December 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Oxfordshire Mind - Donation
	Donations - The Parish Council has used the powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation.
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Card Payment
	SLCC Annual Membership fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£148.00
	£0.00
	£148.00

	Bank TF
	GDR Gates and Doors Ltd
	See notes*.
	This Minute
	£2,425.00
	£485.00
	£2,910.00

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for October 2023.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£274.50
	£54.90
	£329.40

	Bank TF 
	April Skies Accounting – Interim Audit fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£130.00
	£0.00
	£130.00

	Bank TF
	Shannon Lane – Removal of damaged dog waste bin opposite the Sports & Social Club and installation of replacement dog waste bin.
	See notes*.
	This Minute
	£55.00
	£0.00
	£55.00

	Bank TF
	Re-imbursement to D. Legder for the printing costs of flyers for the Neighbourhood Plan Public Consultation
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This Minute
	£45.00
	£0.00
	£45.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd November 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
* Notes.  Part of the ongoing insurance claim, reference 4502577789.  With regards to the invoice from GDR Gates & Doors Ltd, these funds are to be paid initially by the Parish Council so that our insurance company can then take action to recover the costs from the third party who caused the damage.  With regards to the invoice from Shannon Lane, these funds have been credited to the Bank Account directly from the insurance company.  The sum of £402.27 was paid to the Bank Account on 17th October 2023 which is to cover the purchase of the replacement dog waste bin costing £347.27 and £55 installation costs.  Therefore these purchases are not coming out of any budget.
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerks salary payment for October, November & December 2023 plus back pay payment due.
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£2,018.20
	£0.00
	£2,018.20

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£281.00
	£0.00
	£281.00

	Card Purchase
	Defib shop – Replacement battery and pads.
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£311.00
	£62.20
	£373.20



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd December 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
Interim Audit.  The Interim Audit was shared with all Cllrs prior to the meeting and reviewed by Cllrs during the meeting.  All agreed it was a good report and thanked the clerk.
Pay Review.  Following the notice received from NALC, Cllr D. Ledger reported that the clerk is on point 24 of the pay scale so the rate from 1/4/23 should be £17.16 which is an increase of £1 above the current rate of £16.16 (minute 072/23o).  As the clerk does 40 hours per month this equates to £40 per month and is therefore due £320 by the end of November 2023.  This has been calculated into the next quarterly payment for December 2023 and approved by all.
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October £646.40
November £646.40
December £686.40
Back pay April - November £320.00
Total for December £2,299.20 for the quarter, before any deductions.

Budget Planning for 2024/2025.  The clerk met with Cllr D. Robins and Cllr D. Ledger to discuss the draft budget prior to this meeting.  Following which, a final budget was then shared with all Cllrs prior to this meeting.  All agreed to this budget.
164/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/02627/PIP – Mina Louka – Land off Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Permission in Principle application for the erection of between 1 no. and 5 no. dwellings.  Refused.
23/02347/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW.  Approved.
23/02382/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Realignment of the existing access driveway to New Lodge.  Approved.
23/02964/TCA – Little Lime Tree 1, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH. – Tx1 Leylandii, reduce the height by approximately 3 feet and trim the sides to allow fresh growth.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/02981/TCA – Cadwallader -The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Ash – Framework pollard at up to 5 meters due to storm damage and continued limb failure.  No objections.
23/03047/LB & 23/03046/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW - This application is submitted following an approved planning application, Ref No. 18/01969/F and 18/01970/LB, granted on 16th June 2021.  The previous application included: various works and general refurbishment of the interior of the main house along with changes to the form of the northwest steps.  It also concerned a proposed underground car parking facility and pool (underground facility) adjacent to the main house.  This application proposes an amended access route from the underground facility and new lift position.  No objections.
23/03173/CLUE – Robin Investments Ltd – Caravan & Camping Park, Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use – Use of land as caravan and camping site in accordance with planning permission ref CHS.56/76, lawfully in breach of Condition 4.  Objections.  It looks like they have been breaking the law since at least 2006 and, in all probability, for a lot longer than that so now that want it to be agreed that “caravans” can be parked there permanently.  In other words they will be permanently occupied as homes, thereby avoiding council tax.  If this is approved, we risk facing the same issues arising at Heathfield and at Greenhill Farm.  If the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister confirms that "putting one dwelling into the curtilage of another is a material change of use" surely the course of action should be to prosecute the owners for knowingly and consistently allowing a material change of use to occur on numerous occasions 
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by placing permanent dwellings on the site to run a separate business of permanent residencies
23/03158/F – Mr Xungan Nie – Green Barn, Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow OX5 3ET – Approval to amend the current building (currently undergoing demolition) to a single storey storage space.  Objections. There is little justification for this as the 
site is too small to require it and the plans lack detail to properly comment on.  If this is approved, it will become a residence again in due course.
165/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) An email from OALC advising of NALC’s announcement of the salary award for 2023.  See minute reference 163/23/p.
c) An email from a parishioner with concerns about a potential development in the countryside without planning permission, outside of permitted development.  All agreed this should be reported to the enforcement team.
d) An email from a parishioner with concerns about Weston Road and HGV’s using this road for the delivery of materials to houses under development in this area.  The clerk is to contact the owner whose property is under development and explain the issues that have been raised and request that he do what he can to divert this traffic to a more suitable route, being via Dollys Lane.
166/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is attending two meetings on the 6th December 2023.  A Green Belt seminar and a Rural Housing seminar.
· Cllr M. Taylor requested that the clerk find out when the road sweeper will next visit Bletchingdon so that the residents can be asked to keep their cars away on Oxford Road so that the leaves can be cleared from the drains.
· Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that a couple of trees on The Green need shoots removing again.  All agreed this work to go ahead.
· There is a street light on Oxford Road which is being blocked out by a residents tree.  The clerk is to write to the owners and request them to cut back the tree.
· Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that the Laurels on Springwell Hill Road will be trimmed back.
· It has also been reported that the footpath as you leave the Sports and Social Club is uneven and that there has been some damaged caused to the chain link fence in the recreation ground.  The clerk will report the footpath issue via Fix My Street.  The Cllrs discussed the best option for repairing the chain link fence and decided it would be best to do a more thorough job if, not too expensive.  The clerk is to ask Cllr C. Lane to obtain some quotes for this repair work.
167/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 3rd January 2024.                                                                                                             
168/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 10th January 2024 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9pm.
