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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th October 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, County Cllr N. Simpson and Parishioners M. Charnock and S. Barnes.
	
139/23	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead and Cllr R. Pirie.
140/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
141/23 Public Participation: Parishioner M. Charnock.  
Parishioners are concerned about HGV’s driving through Bletchingdon, specifically down Islip Road.  A discussion was had about how frequent the HGV’s are coming through our village, the risk to life and the consequent damage they are causing in the process.  The request to re-direct HGV’s away from Bletchingdon has been ongoing since 2006.  The Parish Council support this request but it is Highways who have the power to make the necessary changes.  The Parishioners are happy to work on this as much as necessary but need to know what steps to take.  County Cllr N. Simpson will look into this and report back to the Parish Council.  

8:10pm – M. Charnock thanked the Cllrs for their time and left the meeting.

142/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th September 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
143/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk sent the details of the Village Hall grant to the Village Hall Manager.
· The clerk checked the balance beams and reported that it is not in a dangerous condition but perhaps it should be removed.  Cllr D. Robins will also take a look and see if it is repairable.
· The clerk created a whatsapp group poll and shared the results with the Cllrs.  The clear winner was for Ring Door Bells.  The clerk is to find out what brand Thames Valley Police recommend and then prepare for when the next round of funding is made available.
· The clerk reported that Cllr M. Taylor has contacted Barclays to confirm his signature.  Because it has changed over time, a form to authorise his new signature need to be completed.  The clerk will work with Cllr M. Taylor to get this arranged.
· The clerk has contacted CDC to request that they swap the two green bins so that we have two white bins instead.  They have not made these changes yet so the clerk is to ask for stickers to confirm any bin can be used for any colour glass.
144/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that the Ofsted reports coming in are very damning.  This has caused conflict in the Cabinet and caused the coalition to collapse.  
· The LTN’s have been approved to stay.
· The Botley Road will remain closed until September 2024.
· They are also looking to extend the Zero Emission Zone around Oxford.
266.
· The Football Stadium in Kidlington is progressing as the lease has now been agreed.  There are some concerns over plans to close Oxford Road around match time so alternative solutions are being looked at.
· The Police Liaison meeting went ahead and he will be asking them to visit each Parish at least once a year, for example at our Annual General Meeting.
· In the absence of our District Cllrs, he reported that the deadline for commenting on the Local Plan is the 3rd November 2023.
145/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
146/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· None.
147/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin. (to follow).
b) An email from Natalie Sanchez about a District Charter event being held on the 26th October 2023.  The clerk confirmed she will attend this meeting.
c) An email from Andrew Bowe about a briefing for Banbury 2050.  Noted.
148/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – Following an invitation from the Parish Council (PC), Scott Barnes from the School Governing Board attended the meeting.  Cllr D. Robins welcomed Mr Barnes and explained that the Parish Council would like to know what the PC can do to support the school.  A discussion was had and the main focus of the school at the moment is to increase the numbers and attract new families.  He also discussed the schools SEND needs.  Anything the Parish Council can do to help with that would be great.  This message will be taken back to the Board along with our request for contact once a term, in the future.  The clerk is to share the contact details of County Cllr N. Simpson with Mr Barnes and contact J. Mullane to follow up on the school hedge issue.

8pm – S. Barnes thanked the Cllrs and left the meeting.

d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the next meeting is being held on the 31st October 2023 to discuss Green and Environmental issues, followed by the public consultation which is due to be held at the Church on the 12th December 2023.
The discussion then moved on to the CDC Local Plan and how best to respond to it.  Cllr D. Ledger put together a summary of issues that will affect Bletchingdon, which was shared prior to the meeting.  The key questions were discussed and all agreed on how to respond.  The clerk is to draft this response and share with Cllr D. Robins prior to submitting to CDC.
e) Benefactor – The clerk reported that there has been some contact made about the new defibrillator which is being looked into for insurance purposes.  Once that has been ironed out, they will contact the clerk again for advice on model type.
f) Communication – The deadline for the next Village News article was shared.  A discussion was had about the two old noticeboards in the village which are in a 
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poor condition.  It was agreed that the clerk will promote the noticeboard outside of the Co-op so that in the future, the remaining noticeboards could be removed.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – Cllr D. Robins has chased M. Smith for more news on the raising of the crossing and improving the street lighting in this area.  Cllr N. Simpson will also chase this up on our behalf.  The good news is, the belisha beacons and poles have been replaced and the road markings repainted.  The other outstanding issue is the Village sign which was removed by the developers and needs to be returned.  The clerk is to chase this up.
Full width speed humps –  No further news at this time.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk reported that she has contacted Kirtlington and Tackley to ask about the VAS signs to see how much theirs cost to purchase and install.  She has had no response to date but was able to find out that Tackley purchased 3 VAS signs from Elan Ltd costing £6,000 + VAT which is not too dissimilar in cost to what we have had quoted in the past.  But there are new style VAS coming which also have the capability to record speeds and take pictures of cars exceeding limits.  The clerk is to research when these might be available and report back.
Speed Camera – The clerk reported that she has contacted Jane Olds to ask about the Community Speed Watch group and she advised training is necessary for insurance purposes but that everything else is in order.  The clerk is to speak to Cllr M. Whitehead to progress this.
h) Plastic Footpath – The clerk wrote to the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) to ask about the last small section of plastic path.  They replied to say this is not their land.  Cllr C. Lane will contact the Duchy to seek their view on boundary lines.
i) Enforcement Update – The clerk is to reply to the last update to ask why these cases are taking so long to get resolved.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.   Because this has been ignored so far, CDC will take direct action soon.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate. 
Heathfield – Under investigation.  More stone bricks have been delivered to that location so the clerk is to advise them of this and request this be dealt with as soon as possible.
Boat Yard, Enslow – Under investigation, pending the photographic evidence which Cllr M. Taylor will look into.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane reported that the residual work has been completed and all are happy with the final work.  No further action.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is escalating his request as despite sending three emails, he has had no response.
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that the replacement gate is nearly ready for delivery.  The clerk added that the funds for the replacement dog waste bin have been received and the order has been placed which should be arriving towards the end of this week.
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n) EV charging points – No further news at this time.
o) Defibrillator Training Course – The clerk reported that she has contacted the St Johns Ambulance for a quote for coming to our village hall to deliver defibrillator training.  Their cost is £1,898 inc VAT.   The Red cross offer free online training via Microsoft teams but not specifically for defibrillators and not in person.  Therefore the offer of training from Severnside Defibs and Training Ltd for £300 is much more reasonable.  The clerk is to contact them to arrange.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for October 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	BMN Ltd – Laying of artificial turf and surrounding area with turf, for the community kick wall.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£1,140.00
	£228.00
	£1,368.00

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxford – Consultancy fees
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This Minute
	£2,888.00
	£577.60
	£3,465.60

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting in September 
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£274.50
	£54.90
	£329.40

	Bank TF
	Glasdon UK Ltd – purchase of a new/replacement dog waste bin
	See notes*
	This Minute
	£289.39
	£57.88
	£347.27

	Bank TF
	Navitas Design Ltd – Annual web hosting and domain name registration fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£53.99
	£10.80
	£64.79



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd October 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
The clerk shared the quarter two report with Cllrs prior to the meeting.  All is in order with the exception of the Fair income which should have been received by now.  The clerk is to check and if it has not been received, to let Cllr C. Lane know who will chase this up.
Budget planning – The clerk requested a meeting with Cllr D. Robins and Cllr D. Ledger prior to the November Parish Council meeting in order to draft the budget for 2024/2025.  All agreed so the clerk is to arrange this.
149/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/03102/F – Land Adjacent to Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – Proposed doggy daycare facility along with fenced outdoor play area.  Refused.
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23/02190/F – OS Parcel 5772 Adjoining B4027 South East of Diamond Farm and North East of Frognest Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon – New field access gate to land known as The Slipe.  Approved.
23/02115/F – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX – Retrospective.  Demolition of garage and part of the existing house, erection of one bedroom house and rear single storey extension to the existing house as previously approved under 19/01568/OUT.  Approved.
22/03088/F – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Demolition of existing dwelling and ancillary buildings and replacement with new dwelling and garage building, associated landscaping and alterations to access.  Approved.
23/01984/F – Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Change of Use and conversion of ground floor of a facilities building and separate garage unit associated with former holiday use of the courtyard area to form five residential flats (part retrospective).  Approved.
23/02572/TCA – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Holly – Fell and grind due to lean over school.  T2 x Damson – Fell small and poor form.  T3 x Cherry – Fell overshadowed by larger trees.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
None.
150/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) A request via whatsapp for a new litter bin by the bottle banks on Oxford Road.  The clerk will contact CDC to see if they would be willing to empty a waste bin at this location.
c) An email from Oxfordshire Mind seeking a donation.  All agreed a donation of £50 to be made and the clerk will add this to the monthly payment schedule for November 2023.
d) An email from Martyn Edwards seeking support to keep Caversham lakes, Reading.  No further action.
e) An email from Adderbury Parish Council, inviting us to join them and Bloxham PC in asking CDC for a meeting to discuss in more detail the Local Plan.  Cllr D. Ledger confirmed he would be happy to attend this meeting if it is arranged.  The clerk will reply accordingly.
151/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· With regards to the Remembrance Statue, the clerk asked for assistance in getting this erected.  Cllr D. Robins volunteered to help.
· The clerk reported that the 80th Anniversary of the Normandy Landings will be celebrated in the UK in 2024, which was noted by the Cllrs.
· With regards to the growth of the hedgerows opposite Springwell Close obstructing the traffic speed signs, Cllr C. Lane will ask the landowner to cut these back.
152/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 22nd November 2023.                                                                                                             
153/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 29th November 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 10pm.
