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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th September 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Robins and District Cllr G. Coton.
	
124/23	Apologies: Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris and County Councillor N. Simpson.
125/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
126/23 Public Participation: None.
127/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th August 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
128/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk investigated into the funding available via Thames Valley Police and shared her findings prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the clerk will create a poll to ask the village what security measures they would like such as ring door bells, key boxes, dummy alarms or flashing LED’s.
· The clerk has chased OCC again about the grips on Springwell Road, leading to Kirtlington.  OCC have confirmed this should be the next job done towards the end of this month.
· The clerk can confirm that the builders waste has been removed.  Cllr C. Lane informed everyone that this was removed by him.  The Cllrs thanked him for doing this and the clerk will let CDC know it has been dealt with.
· The clerk reminded Cllr M. Taylor prior to this meeting, to contact Barclays to confirm his signature so that the mandate can be updated.  
· The clerk reported the pot holes from Weston Road to New Road and that the 20mph sign not visible towards Kirtlington.  With regards to the road surface, they have investigated and confirmed it is eligible for Dragon Patching and has been added to their programme list.
· The clerk has contacted CDC to request that they swap the two green bins so that we have two white bins instead as these fill up fast.
· The clerk discussed with the Parish Council that the next Visual Tree Inspection will be due this time, next year.
129/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None.
130/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Rian Harris, seeking scope for community tree and woodland project opportunities.  No further action.
b) An email from Tannah Collier of the OCC Policy Team inviting us to a hybrid meeting of the ‘Town and Parish Council Charter summit.  No further action.
131/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr D. Coton reported that the Local Plan is now live.  Neighbourhood Plans will be taken into more consideration then previously was the case.
· There are plans being made to look into the possibility of moving the offices from Bodicote House to Castle Quay.
· The Community Ownership Fund has re-opened.
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132/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  The details of the Village Hall grant available are to be shared with the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) by the clerk.
b) An email from Christina Cherry confirming the Local Plan 2040 Public Consultation dates.
133/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – The clerk invited the Chair of the Board of Governors to our meeting this month.  She was unable to attend in September but did confirm attendance at least twice a year, which was well received by the Cllrs.  It was suggested that October and May should fit in nicely with the school terms.  The clerk is to reply to that effect.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Robins reported that a draft NP is written.  There will be a planning committee meeting in November with plans to present this NP and formally consult the village in December.  Further funding via grants has also been approved and already received.
e) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported that the proposal from the Benefactor is to arrange for a third defibrillator to be installed on the pub wall, whilst the plans for the phone box are finalised.  In return, he would like the Parish Council to take responsibility for the general maintenance of the device but that ownership of the device and parts would remain with him.  All agreed with this so Cllr C. Lane will liaise accordingly.
f) Communication – The clerk shared a draft of the next Village News article with Cllrs prior to the meeting, which was approved by all.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – The clerk chased up Mike Smith following the emails sent by Cllr D. Robins in August, on the 6th & 14th September 2023.  He needs to know who is the planning officer in charge of the development.  District Cllr G. Coton will look into this for us and let us know.  District Cllr G. Coton added that she is also in touch with Jane Law to help move this forward.
Full width speed humps – Cllr M. Whitehead reported that he has taken the necessary measurements for the alternative speed humps and will ask the company for a comparative quote.  
Vehicle Activated Signs – The clerk is to contact Tackley and Kirtlington to find out more about the traffic calming measures they have in place to find out how much they spend and how they got them installed.
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead reported that he is still waiting to hear back from Lee Turner to arrange the necessary training for our volunteers but he will contact him again. He also advised that High Vis Jackets and three clip boards are needed.  The Parish Council already have High Vis Jackets and all agreed to purchase 3 clip boards.  The clerk also contacted the clerk in Kirtlington to ask how they got their speed camera recording up and running but has had no response to date.  District Cllr G. Coton suggested Jane Olds may be a point of contact as they have these set up in Launton.  The clerk will contact Jane Olds.
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h) Plastic Footpath – The plastic footpath is no more, apart from one small section which was never officially part of the public footpath.  The developers have completed what was asked of them so the clerk is to contact the BCF who own the area of land with the remaining plastic footpath on, to see if they have plans to complete this section themselves or not.  The clerk also mentioned that the dog waste bin has not been re-installed since the path was upgraded.  Cllr C. Lane said he would look into this.
i) Enforcement Update – The clerk is to request an update on all cases where no action is required from the Parish Council.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.  
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
· Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.  Both the clerk and Chair have requested via CDC that this case is dealt with as soon as possible.  Cllr D. Robins has learned of some provisional dates being the end October/beginning November.
Heathfield – Under investigation.
Boat Yard, Enslow – Under investigation, pending the photographic evidence from Cllr M. Taylor.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane reported that the artificial lawn has been laid but the blend to natural grass is not smooth.  This needs addressing and it has been agreed to lay some turf to smooth this out.
k) Community Fitness Area – No further news at this time.
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane is still working on getting this insurance claim settled and resolved but this is currently waiting for the new gates to be built.
n) EV charging points – Cllr D. Robins reported that by registering an interest in installing Electric Vehicle (EV’s) charging points, should funding be made available, this is something the Parish Council could then consider.  In that event, it was agreed a discussion would then be had as to where these might be able to go.
The clerk has also ‘expressed and interest’ in the potential funding available for EV’s, on behalf of the Parish Council.  
o) Annual Playground Inspection Report – The clerk shared the report with the Cllrs prior to the meeting.  All areas were deemed ‘low risk’ with a few items to be monitored.  It was noted that the balance beam is in need of repair and although a ‘low risk’, Cllrs agreed to look into getting this repaired.  The clerk will follow this up.
p) Defibrillator Training Course – The clerk is to contact the Red Cross to see if they would be willing to provide some ‘low cost’ training for the village.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for September 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Debit Card
	Microsoft Office 365 – Annual Renewal fee
	General Administration
	This Minute
	£49.99
	£9.99
	£59.99

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerks salary payment for July, August and September 2023
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£1,730.40
	£0.00
	£1,730.40

	Bank TF
	HMRC Income tax payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£208.80
	£0.00
	£208.80

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass Cutting for August
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£274.50
	£54.90
	£329.40



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd September 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
134/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/01859/LB – 3 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN.  Approved.
23/02589/TCA – Laurel Farmhouse, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x Holly, Remove.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/02347/F – Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Change in roof material and addition of new photovoltaic panels on the approved agricultural building to the north end of Bletchingdon Park.  No objections.
23/02522/TCA – Sarah Witney – 5 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN - T1 - T3 x Sycamore Trees - Crown thin 20% thin in the garden of number 5 to include crown lifting up to 3m.  All to allow more light into property and garden.  No objections.
23/02572/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Holly – Fell and grind due to lean over school.  T2 x Damson – Fell, small and poor form.  T3 x Cherry – Fell, overshadowed by larger trees.  No objections.
23/02382/F – Mr Richard Anstis – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Realignment of the existing access driveway to New Lodge.  No objections.
23/02627/PIP – Mr Mina Louka – Land Off Islip Road, Bletchingdon Oxford OX5 3DP – Permission in Principle application for the erection of between 1 and 5 no. dwellings.  Objections.   The Parish Council objected to the earlier application requesting agricultural access at this site, anticipating that a later application of this nature would follow.  The objections from the previous application still stand with the additional comments.  This road is too dangerous for any number of dwellings to be built here, whether 1 or 5.  The Parish Council will also reference the original Highways response which stated that their judgment on the suitability of this access would be different if it was for a number of dwellings and not agriculture.  The clerk will draft the response and share with the Chair before submitting them to CDC.
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It was then brought to the attention of the Parish Council that another application has been put to CDC that has not been received.  District Cllr G. Coton confirmed she will forward this to us and the Parish Council will review and discuss via email a suitable response.  The clerk will also let CDC know this application never came through to the Parish Council, in error.  The reference number is 23/02495/CLUP. 
135/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) A link shared by a member of Green Bletchingdon for an event called ‘Radical Adaption for Parish and Town Councillors: Creating Green and Resilient Communities’ that might be of interest.  No further action.
c) An email from James Dillon-Godfray, Oxford Airport, with a copy of the Minutes from their last meeting and a date for their next meeting.  No further action.
136/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· It was reported that the kerbstones at the junction of Valencia Close and Station Road on the left hand side of the road, have been knocked loose.  Cllr R. Pirie reported these for repair on the Fix My Street website.
137/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 18th October 2023.                                                                                                             
138/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 25th October 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:07pm.
