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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 30th August 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr M. Whitehead and Cllr D. Ledger.
	
108/23	Chair for this meeting: The clerk opened the meeting and requested that one of the Cllrs present Chair this meeting, in the absence of both the Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Cllr D. Ledger put himself forward and all remaining Cllrs present agreed.
109/23	Apologies: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr N. Morris and County Cllr N. Simpson.
110/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
111/23 Public Participation: None.
112/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th July 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Ledger.
113/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk has chased OCC again about the grips on Springwell Road, leading to Kirtlington who say they will find out what the delay is.  
· The clerk also chased CDC with regards to the builders waste on Springwell Road which is still to be collected.
· The clerk got the updated Bank mandate to Barclays which is being processed.
· The clerk met with Cllr N. Morris to discuss Scribe.  Cllr N. Morris will report to the Cllrs in more detail when she is next in attendance.
· The clerk reported the trees in Annesley for inspection, which are maintained by Sanctuary Housing.  
· The clerk reported the trees on St Giles for inspection, which are maintained by CDC. 
114/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· None.
115/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) Neighbourhood Police update, shared by County Cllr N. Simpson via email.
b) An email from Paul Fermer, Director of Highways and Operations, sharing the results of their public satisfaction survey.
c) An email from Tim Darch about a new transport grant.
d) A consultation email from Highways with regards to Mill street, Islip – one way restriction
e) An email notification about a temporary road closure on Springwell Hill for about 6 days from 1st November 2023
116/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· None.
117/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  With regards to the potential funding available for EV charging points, the clerk is to complete the ‘expression of interest form’ on behalf of the Parish Council.
b) Cherwell Local Plan Review.
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118/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – A report was submitted to the Parish Council by the Public Transport Representative with details of current usage.  It continues to look positive which is good news.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the next meeting is scheduled for the 12th September 2023.  There will be more to report after that.
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
f) Communication – The clerk let the Cllrs know that the deadline for any items to be included in the next Village News, need to be submitted by the 18th September 2023.  The notice about the road closure on Springwell Hill is to be included.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing – A meeting took place on site between the Parish Council and OCC, which was followed up by an email to confirm the outcome of that meeting.  There has been no response since so the clerk is to follow this up.
Full width speed humps – The clerk has looked into an alternative provider of speed cushions and explained the process, which is reliant upon the Parish Council taking the measurements correctly.  She also explained that any work taking place on Highways has to be done to Highways specifications so Highways would have to look at the proposal and decide to delegate the responsibility to the Parish Council first and of course it has to conform for road safety.  Cllr M. Whitehead agreed to take the measurements and the clerk will use this data to obtain a quote for 3 speed cushions so that we can have a comparative quote.
Vehicle Activated Signs – No further action at this time.
Speed Camera – The clerk is to contact the clerk in Kirtlington to see how they were able to get their speed camera recording up and running.
h) Plastic Footpath – At the time of this meeting, the plastic footpath is in the process of being upgraded.  It was agreed to keep this item on the agenda until next month to make sure the work is completed satisfactorily. 
i) Enforcement Update – No further news at this time.  The clerk is to seek an update on all cases, specifically with the Cherwell Concrete case.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.  
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.  
Heathfield – Under investigation.
Boat Yard, Enslow – Under investigation.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that this work should be completed by the end of September 2023.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is still waiting for Greensquare Accord to get back to him.
l) The Slipe – A planning application has been received from the BCF to CDC for a new access point from the road, which the Parish Council fully support.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Progress is being made with the insurance claim.  The advice from the Parish Council insurance company is to proceed with the work because the recovery from the other side 
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cannot begin until the claim itself is finalised and all payments issued so that they know the full costs.  All agreed to pay the deposit to the company who will repair the gate.
n) EV charging points – Cllr D. Robins will report in more detail next month but for the record, he has registered an interest on behalf of the Parish Council.
o) External Auditor Comments to be reviewed – The clerk provided the Cllrs with a copy of the External Auditors comments prior to the meeting.  This report was reviewed during the meeting and the Cllrs were pleased with the auditors satisfactory report.  The chairman thanked the clerk for another clean audit.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for August 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Debit Card Purchase
	Amazon, EFISH Tech Ltd  - Office stationary supplies
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£3.32
	£0.67
	£3.99

	Bank TF
	GDR Gates and Doors Ltd
	General Administration 
	118/23/p
	£2,425.00
	£485.00
	£2,910.00

	Debit Card Purchase
	Amazon, Marquee Media Ltd - Office stationary supplies
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£22.32
	£4.47
	£26.79

	Debit Card Purchase
	Amazon, Booboo Trading Ltd  - Office stationary supplies
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£15.82
	£3.17
	£18.99

	Debit Card Purchase
	Amazon – Office stationary supplies
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£5.82
	£1.17
	£6.99

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for July
	Grounds Maintenance
	118/23/p
	£274.50
	£54.90
	£329.40

	Bank TF
	Moore – External audit fee
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£210.00
	£42.00
	£252.00

	Bank TF
	Colban Ltd – Payment for cutting the shoots on The Green plus disposal of cuttings
	Grounds Maintenance
	118/23/p
	£100.00
	£20.00
	£120.00

	Bank TF
	Playsafety Ltd – Recreation Ground Annual Inspection Fee
	General Administration
	118/23/p
	£106.50
	£21.30
	£127.80



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd August 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
119/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
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22/02389/OUT – Dan Simmons – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX – Variation of Condition 4 (plans) of 19/01568/OUT – alter location of the single storey rear extension to existing house.  Application withdrawn.
23/01571/LB – Manor Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – The installation of a twin wall steel flue pipe painted black to the rear of the curtilage listed property with a maximum height of 600mm above the ridge line.  Approved.
23/01675/F – Lynwood, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Single Storey front extension with associated alterations.  Insertion of solar panels and proposed air source heat pump.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/01798/F – Percy Lawson – Park View Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – Addition of a basement for plant room and storage and amendments to the internal layout and fenestration – following approval of 22/00622/F.  No objections.
23/02100/TCA – Marni Charnock – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x large conifer – fell.  Due to losing limbs onto the property.  No objections.
23/01984/F – Robin Investments Ltd – Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Change of use and conversion of ground floor of a facilities building and separate garage unit associated with former holiday use of the courtyard area to form five residential flats (part retrospective).  No objections.
23/02149/F & 23/02150/LB – Mr Percy Lawson – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW - Repairs to brick and stonework of the existing ice house chamber and entrance, to reinstate the entrance tunnel of the ice house chamber and to construct a protective structure over the existing remains of the ice house vestibule revealed by the latest archaeological investigations.  No objections.
23/02190/F – Bletchingdon Community Foundation – OS Parcel 5772 Adjoining B4027 South East of Diamond Farm and North East of Frognest Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon. – New field access gate to land known as The Slipe.  No objections.
23/02115/F – Dan Simmonds – New House St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX – Retrospective – Demolition of garage and part of the existing house, erection of one bedroom house and rear single storey extension to the existing house as previously approved under 19/01568/OUT.  No objections.
120/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) An email from April Skies about our 2023/2024 Audit.  All agreed to proceed with April Skies Ltd for another year.  The clerk will get in touch.
c) An email from Ian and Kathy Gedling with information about defibrillator maintenance and other services.  The clerk is to keep this information for future reference, pending the contact details Cllr D. Robins is hoping to get from the Bletchingdon Charity in order for the Parish Council to arrange a Defibrillator Training course for the village.
d) A message received from a resident with regards to Hatwells Fair coming to Bletchingdon.  All agreed that the Parish Council will politely request that they turn the volume down on the school nights, from 8:30pm onwards.
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e) An email from Lucy Clark, Fareham Civic Offices, asking us to complete a survey about UPW (unpaid work).  The clerk is to complete this survey on behalf of the Parish Council.
f) An email from Thames Valley Police with details of a community fund to help prevent crime.  A discussion was had about how the Parish Council might be able to take advantage of this offer for the benefit of our community.  The clerk is to investigate this further and see if this funding could be used to improve security either inside or outside homes.
g) An email from James Grady of Willow Cottage Nursery, about traffic on Weston Road during peak times.  A discussion was had and it was felt that yellow lines will not improve things as no-one will enforce the road markings.  The advice from the Parish Council is to continue asking and reminding parents where to avoid parking.  The other option could be to ask Highways to extend the white zig zag lines.  The clerk is to reply to him with this information.
h) An email from Playsafety Ltd with the Annual Inspection Report.  The clerk is to add this to the agenda for the next meeting to discuss in more detail.
121/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Landline phone in the Parish Office.  The clerk is aware that in the future, all landline phones will become digital.  However this shouldn’t be an issue for the Parish Office phone.
· Salt grit supplies for this winter.  The supplies left from last year should be sufficient for this year.
· The 20mph/60pmh speed limit sign from Bletchingdon, heading towards Kirtlington in both directions is not clearly visible anymore due to tree growth.  The clerk is to report this.
· New Road, Bletchingdon is in poor condition with many pot holes.  The clerk is to report this to Highways for repair.
· A request to borrow the community marquee has been received.  The clerk is to contact the PTA to ask for permission.
122/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 20th September 2023.                                                                                                             
123/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 27th September 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9pm.
