
 										251.	            
BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th July 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, County Cllr N. Simpson, Cllr M. Taylor, District Cllr J. Nedelcu and Parishioner B. Oster.
	
093/23	Apologies: Cllr D. Ledger and Cllr M. Whitehead.
094/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
095/23 Public Participation: None.
096/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th June 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
097/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk has been notified by CDC that the bottle bank work should begin by end of week commencing 10th July 2023.  At the time of the meeting, this had not begun so the clerk will chase this up.
· The clerk received confirmation from K. Hatwell with dates of when the fair is coming to Bletchingdon.
· The clerk has heard from Green Scythe Ltd who will attend to the weeds at Annesley Close as soon as possible.  Since then, a resident has complained about the weeds but also about the rotting apples on the footpath.  
· The clerk has chased OCC about the grips on Springwell Road, leading to Kirtlington, who say they will find out what the delay is.
· With regards to the builders waste on Springwell Road, due to the nature of the waste, CDC have to use external contractors to collect it which has likely caused delays.
· The clerk contacted the enforcement team about the mature tree that was cut down at Heathfield.
· The clerk will get the updated Bank mandate to Barclays during the summer holidays as the opening hours are so infrequent.
098/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports:  
· County Cllr reported that Oxfordshire is the second to worst County in the Country for SEND’s.  Currently OFSTED are inspecting and their report is expected to be ready by September 2023.
OCC plan on researching the Counties that are successful, even with a minimum budget.  
They have a £20m deficit.
44,000 teachers left the profession last year so pay is being looked into in order to retain and attract more teachers.  
· On the 19th September 2023, the new football stadium plans goes to cabinet.
· The local plan should be ready in September 2023 and available for public consultation by October/November 2023.  At this point, Bletchingdon Parish Council can put forward what we believe our contribution towards housing can be.
· The ‘Active Travel’ initiative to connect local villages so that they can be better connected to the city is underway.  They also plan on letting the community know what facilities are available to them within Cherwell.
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099/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
100/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr J. Nedelcu shared that he is keeping a close eye on the Cherwell Concrete appeal.
· He reported that a full council meeting was held on Monday and a planning committee meeting was held the week before but there is nothing to share that effects Bletchingdon.  The planning department is still working 2-3 months behind.
· Yvonne Rees has resigned as CEO.
· CDC is only £1,000 under budget.
· The £2 bus fair scheme will continue until 31st October 2023.  From the 1st November 2023, the fair will be capped at £2.50 until the end of the year.  New negotiations will be made for the New Year.  The clerk is to contact Dave Harrison to find out if this applies to the Bletchingdon bus service.
· Lastly he shared that Oxfordshire is the second to worst County for meeting SEND needs.  In some cases, they are running 2 years behind.  

8:20pm:  County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

101/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin – to follow.
102/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.  The clerk is to ask the Public Transport Representative for an update and to enquire what the current usage is.
c) Bletchingdon School – B. Oster was in attendance this evening and a discussion was had about how the Parish Council and the School can work better together and liaise with other community groups more, for the benefit of the School and the community.  It was agreed that either herself or another School Governor would attend more meetings in future.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr R. Pirie reported that since our last meeting, the survey results have been analysed and now the character assessment of the different areas within the village is being written.  A first draft of this should be ready by the end of the summer.  They are also waiting on the Local Plan from CDC before the Neighbourhood Plan can be completed.
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
f) Communication – The clerk shared a copy of the article with Councillors prior to the meeting which was approved by all.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing –The clerk sent an email to the appropriate members of OCC following a snagging list that was shared.  There has been no response so far.  Week commencing the 24th July 2023, the clerk is to follow up this email and escalate.
Full width speed humps –Mr Catling confirmed that the quote for full width speed humps includes a total of 4, replacing the existing small ones along Station Road.  
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County Cllr N. Simpson shared a leaflet from a company who provide full width speed humps using recycled material.  The clerk is to contact them for a quote to compare.
Vehicle Activated Signs – No further action at this time.
Speed Camera – No further news.
h) Plastic Footpath – Cllr C. Lane will follow up with this as the development appears to have started, with nothing being done about the footpath when we had asked for this to be a priority.  It would be good if this could be done before September 2023, when school starts again.
i) Enforcement Update – No further news at this time.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.  The owner has until the 22nd June 2023 to comply with the notice.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield – Under investigation.
Boat Yard, Enslow – Under investigation.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane will see if the quote received can be reduced and Cllr D. Robins will speak to the Charity to see what they might be able to contribute.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Robins gave the report shared by Cllr D. Ledger prior to the meeting.  He said that CDC and Greensquare are now talking to each other about the adult gym area. They haven’t shared the result of any conversations with him but if he can get an update, he will pass it on.
l) The Slipe – No further news at this time.  The Parish Council await the details of the planning application.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that progress is being made.
n) Whitebeam Tree – Sports Field Boundary – Cllr C. Lane shared via email, the quote for removing the tree and the stump.  Due to the health and safety risk, Cllrs approved this work to proceed immediately.  This work has now been completed and no further action is required.
o) Bank Mandate update – The clerk reported that due to the limited opening hours of any nearby Barclays Bank branches, she has not been able to return the completed mandate yet which Barclays insist must be returned in person.  She will be able to do so now, during the summer holiday period.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for July 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for June
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£793.50
	£158.70
	£952.20

	Bank TF
	Church – donation towards the grass cutting
	Church Mowing
	This Minute
	£800.00
	£0.00
	£800.00

	Bank TF
	Kyran Newbery’s Company – Felling of rotting whitebeam tree
	Parks, trees and open spaces
	This Minute
	£320.00
	£0.00
	£320.00

	Bank TF
	Kyran Newbery’s Company – Stump grinding of whitebeam
	Park, trees and open spaces
	This Minute
	£80.00
	£0.00
	£80.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd July 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
The clerk also shared the Q1 report with the Councillors.  All were satisfied that the finances are in order.
103/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/00684/CLUE – Dairy Cottage, 6 Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow OX5 3ET – Certificate of Lawfulness of existing development from B1 Office to C3 dwelling, consent 06/00762/F (issued 27/03/2007) required part of the dwelling to be used as B1 office space.  This condition has been breached for a continuous period in excess of 10 years, with the use of the whole area continuing C3 use.  Approved.
22/03709/F – Starbucks, Park of the A34 By Weston on the Green, Weston on the Green, Bicester OX25 3QQ – Addition of a drive-thru facility and associated parking changes.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/01765/DISC – Mr Mina Louka – Land opposite Hillcrest, Islip Road, Bletchingdon – Discharge of Condition 3 (means of access) 22/02887/F. Objections.  This application is lacking the detail required as per the original approval and conditions attached which stated a full access statement needs be provided. This is a dangerous part of the road and as such, it should show the position of the gate and posts with a proposed farm vehicle with agricultural trailer in situ showing clearly that it can get off the road safely with no obstruction to the highway. Based on the fact that they have not complied with the conditions of the original application and there is not enough detail to assess this, the Parish Council have no option but to object.
23/01798/F – Percy Lawson – Park View Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – Proposed addition of basement for plant room and storage and amendments to the internal layout and fenestration – following approval of 22/00622/F.  No objections.
23/01928/TCA – Mrs Abigail Lennon – Mymms Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Bay – Fell.  No objections.
23/01859/LB – Mr Simon Ralf – 3 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Replacement of single glazed windows with slimline double glazed windows.  No objections.
104/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  No further action.
b) An email from the Church warden with a request for financial assistance with their grounds maintenance costs.  A donation was agreed as per the budget set in November 2022.  The Council have used the powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation.
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105/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The trees in St Giles and Annesley are large and potentially a risk.  The clerk is to contact OCC Highways department to request an inspection.
· The shoots on the green will need doing again soon.  Cllr C. Lane said he will request a quote for this work, for the next meeting.
· As discussed last month, Cllr C. Lane spoke to the Duchy to enquire if the wooded area near the car park could be used for a forest school.  Unfortunately this is not an option at this time.
106/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 23rd August 2023.                                                                                                             
107/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 30th August 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:20pm.
