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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 24th May 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R Pirie, District Cllr G. Coton and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	
060/23	Apologies: Cllr C. Lane and Cllr M. Whitehead.
061/23	Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office - The clerk invited Councillors to give nominations for Chair of Bletchingdon Parish Council.  Cllr D. Ledger nominated Cllr D. Robins.  Cllr R. Pirie seconded the motion and all agreed.  The Chair was then duly elected and signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Proper Officer, the Clerk.
062/23	Election of Vice Chair: Cllr D. Robins as Chair, then invited nominations for Vice-Chair.  Cllr R. Pirie nominated Cllr C. Lane and Cllr M. Taylor seconded the motion and all agreed.  
063/23	Confirmation of Representatives and Advisory Groups:
Bletchingdon Charity Committee – Mrs Sue MacReady & Cllr M. Taylor.
Village Hall Committee – Currently no committee.	
Sports & Social Club Committee – Cllr C. Lane
Transport Representative – Mrs Anne Maclachlan
Village News – Chair, Clerk and Paul & Lisa Atkins.
Planning Advisory Group – Mr Tony Saunders, Cllr C. Lane, Mr Mark Webber, and Mr Andy Jordan. (Cllr R. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger & Cllr M. Whitehead additional).
Representative on School Governing Body – Christopher Tyer.
London Oxford Airport Representative – Cllr M. Taylor.
064/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
065/23 Public Participation: None.
066/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th April 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
067/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· There has been some progress with regards to the Bottle Banks being moved to a new location.  Richard Slatter from CDC met on site with the clerk and Cllr C. Lane on Friday 12th May 2023.  The site location has been agreed and he confirmed in about 4 weeks, the hard standing and surround will be erected and the bottle banks moved.
· The clerk asked the Mr J. Rawlings-Hall about how much water and how often for our new tree and fortunately the response was in time for this to be included in the Village News.  Approximately 1 watering can per day between May and September should be sufficient.
· The clerk wrote to Mr P. Lawson with regards to reports of the wall bulging, between the Bothy and the entrance to Church walk and they confirmed they will investigate.
· The clerk asked if the Councillors would like to proceed with the suggestion from the editor of the Village News with an article ‘Meet the Council’.  All agreed it 
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would be a good idea and a group photograph will be taken when everyone is available.

7:55pm – County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

068/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that he is now an executive member of the Sports and Recreation department.  He will be able to advise us on any funding available that might be available for our Community Fitness Area for example.  He is also going to do some research on S106 money that might be available and could be used to improve our Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) for example.
· He added to what he shared at our last meeting with regards to the £20m SEND deficit.  There will be a full review coming out in June/July 2023.
069/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
070/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported for the record that Mr Julian Nedelcu is our new District Cllr.  He was unable to attend this evening but should be coming to our next meeting.
· There have been discussions about forming a ‘no majority coalition’, but terms have not been agreed yet so no progress has been made at this time.
· She has links available to funding for any organisations who provide food for families in need.  These links will be shared with M. Webber who is a member of such an organisation.
071/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  Clerk to attend the Parish Liaison meeting.
b) An email from Kevin Larner with regards to a focus group meeting.  The clerk offered to attend this meeting and all Cllrs agreed.  
072/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.  County Cllr N. Simpson advised that we should start to prepare now for when the current contract ends in March 2025.
c) Bletchingdon School – An email has been received from the School to confirm who the Local Authority Governor is.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that the clerk will reply and ask that they please come along to our meetings so that we can discuss our shared interests.  
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the feedback from the survey has only been received today.  This is a large report so he confirmed that he will be ready to share the results at our next meeting.
e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
f) Communication – The draft of the village news was shared with Cllrs prior to the deadline and approved by all.
g) Traffic Calming – Zebra Crossing – Since our last meeting, OCC have responded to say they continue to follow up these issues with the developers.  The clerk will continue to chase this.
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Full width speed humps – The clerk reached out to Mr D. Catling for the information requested on the 3rd May and again on the 17th May 2023.  She also contacted the Highways department with regards to more information on purchasing VAS as an alternative.  They responded to let her know that this is also something that Mr D. Catling can assist with.  Unfortunately getting the information we need from Mr Catling has not been possible.  The clerk is to escalate our request and copy in the Chief Executive, highlighting the safety concerns we have with regards to road safety.  
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead reported prior to the meeting that he is chasing his contact to arrange training.
h) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.  The owner has until the 22nd June 2023 to comply with the notice.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – The lawful development certificate is pending.  A site visit has been scheduled for this week.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield – A planning application is pending for variations to regularise the caravan park site layout.  The clerk is to query his response to this.
Boat Yard, Enslow – This is under investigation but hopefully they will have an update to share next week.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – The clerk looked into the TOE grant to see if it might be possible to apply for funding towards the artificial grass installation.  The criteria does not seem to fit.  However, there is a grant from the National Lottery which says the criteria is to “improve the places and spaces that matter to communities”.  All agreed the clerk can look into this further.  The clerk is also to see what cash might be available in the reserves.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he has a new contact and is still working towards resolving the lease issue.  He will chase this up and copy the superiors to try and progress this further.
l) The Slipe – A discussion was had, following the update received at the Annual Parish Meeting.  The clerk is to email the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) and request a further update before our June meeting.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane shared prior to the meeting that the insurance company is claiming that the damage to the gate was already there prior to the accident.  The clerk is to provide Cllr C. Lane with the contact details of our insurance company and seek advice from their legal department as to how to resolve this issue.
n) Coronation Event – A discussion was had about the event which was a huge success.  All agreed a letter of thanks from the Parish Council should be written to Sue Davies and Grace Tharby who put together a wonderful team of volunteers and made it the success it was.
o) Clerk Annual Appraisal - The clerk left the room for this item.
Councillors reviewed the clerks work for the past year.  It was agreed that she had done an excellent job and shown initiative and responsibility.  It was also noted 
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that the audit report this year had been “clean” and that the increase in population of the village had generated further work.
Salary.  It was noted that the clerk had been underpaid for the previous financial year.  She had been paid at the 2020 pay rate of £14.05 per hour for SCP 22, whereas the correct rate was £15.30.  It was agreed that the money owing, £600 (£1.25 x 40 x 12), should be paid as soon as possible. 
It was further agreed, in light of the appraisal above, that the clerk should go from SCP22 to SCP24 with effect from 1 April 2023.  This would mean that she was now on the “substantive benchmark range” of the LC2 scale which was appropriate to the situation.  It was also noted that the rate for this scale had yet to be agreed for the current financial year and so the amount paid would need to be at the rate for last year which is £16.16. When the rate for this financial year is agreed the clerk’s salary should be increased and backdated to 1 April 2023.
The clerk returned to the meeting and was informed of the decision.  She thanks the Cllrs for their decision.
p) Asset Register to be reviewed – The clerk shared a copy of the Asset Register prior to the meeting so that it could be reviewed.  All were happy with it and it was signed off.  There was a query with regards to the Bus Shelter so the clerk is to check that the sum insured for the Bus Shelter is sufficient.
q) Annual Internal Audit Report to be reviewed – The clerk provided all of the Cllrs with a copy of the Internal Audit report prior to this meeting.  All were very happy with the report.  A recommendation was made about using Scribe in the future.  Cllr N. Morris said she would be happy to look into this for the Parish Council.  
r) Annual Governance Statement (AGS) to be completed – Following on from the Internal Audit Report review, the AGS was completed, approved by all and signed off by the chairman.
s) Statement of Accounts to be completed – Then the Statement of Accounts was completed, approved by all and signed off by the chairman.  
t) Period of Exercise of Public Rights dates to be confirmed - The clerk shared with everyone the proposed dates for the Period of Exercise of Public Rights.  The date of the announcement will be on the 4th June 2023, commencing on the 5th June 2023 until the 14th July 2023.  These dates were agreed by all.  The clerk will now submit the completed paperwork to the external auditors and publish the notices accordingly.  
u) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for May 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance
	072/23/u
	£274.50
	£54.90
	£329.40



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd May 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
073/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:

243.
23/00959/TCA – Mr S Ringrose – Home Farm House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – T1 x Young Robinia: Rear garden, adjacent to the green house.  Fell in sections to ground level and grind out the stump.  T2 x Field Maple: Centre of rear garden: Fell in sections to near ground level and grind out stump.  G1 Nos 2 Mature Lime Trees: Rear garden: Lift the crowns to 5m ground clearance.  Remove the two large limbs over Apple trees first then prune on from there around both trees removing the branches at the sourve.  T3 x Laurel: Rear garden: Reduce the overall size by half.  T4  x Old Holly Tree: Side of house: Hollow base, reduce the height down by 3m’s. T5 x Hazel: Front garden: Lif the crown by removing the branches back at source.  Approved.
23/01163/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader - The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH - T1 x Hornbeam - Crown raise/cut back from roof to clear by 1 metre.  Remove low branches and branches rubbing on wall.  G1 x Beech group - Remove rubbing stem/branch.  G2 x Holly No. 3 - Reduce/trim by 50cm to thicken growth.  T2 x Holly - Reduce/trim by 50cm to thicken growth.  T3 x Holly - Trim to shape.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/01106/F – Minns Estates Ltd – 15 Canal Close, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3FE – Erection of two storey detached 4 bed dwelling with detached garage. No objections.
23/01163/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH - T1 x Hornbeam - Crown raise/cut back from roof to clear by 1 metre.  Remove low branches and branches rubbing on wall.  G1 x Beech group - Remove rubbing stem/branch.  G2 x Holly No. 3 - Reduce/trim by 50cm to thicken growth.  T2 x Holly - Reduce/trim by 50cm to thicken growth.  T3 x Holly - Trim to shape.  No objections.
23/01165/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH - T3 x Ash - Fell due to poor form.  T4 x Conifer - Fell due to heavy upper canopy die back and poor form.  T5  x Conifer - Fell due to heavy upper canopy die back and poor form.  MT x Ash- Reduce by 2 meters roadside only due to poor form and lean.  T7 x Conifer - Fell due to heavy upper canopy die back and poor form.  T8 x Conifer - Fell due to heavy upper canopy die back and basal decay.  T9 x Conifer - Fell due to lean and decay.  T10 x Conifer - Fell due to poor form.  T11 x Conifer - Fell due to heavy upper canopy die back and poor form.  No objections.
23/01222/TEL56 – Cignal Infrastructure UK Ltd – Street Record, Causeway, Bletchingdon – Proposed telecommunication installation: Proposed 15.0m phase 8 monopole and associated ancillary works.  Objections:  The Parish Council, the Planning Committee and a number of residents are all in agreement that this planning application should be objected to.  Cllr D. Ledger did some extensive research into other similar applications received in neighbouring villages which were also objected and refused.  He will draft the Parish Council response and circulate for approval prior to the deadline date.
District Cllr G. Coton confirmed she can set the planning application so that if it were to be approved, it would go to planning committee first.  
Cllr D. Ledger will also share on the Facebook Community Page and the WhatsApp group what the decision of the Parish Council was this evening.

244.
074/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from a parishioner about a fallen milestone.  Cllr C. Lane reported via email that he is aware that this has fallen and will see what he can do to put it right.  The clerk is to reply to the parishioner.
075/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The Sports and Social Club (SSC) have reported a broken stile behind the SSC car park and the adjacent field, where the public footpath is.  Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting that the repair should be in the region of £350.  This cost should be split between the Parish Council and the SSC as this boundary is shared responsibility.  All agreed to discuss this at the next meeting to allow the SSC to agree to the share of the costs.  It was confirmed that the stile is not dangerous in the meantime.
· Cllr M. Whitehead will put the direction signs to our defibrillator’s.  Cllr C. Lane asked prior to the meeting if the Parish Council should arrange a refresher course for the village.  All agreed this would be a good idea.  Cllr D. Robins said he will contact A. Lambert who arranged the last one.
· It was reported that there are some loose bricks in the wall along the Station Road footpath nearest the Village Hall, opposite the Co-op.  The clerk is to contact the BCF to advise them accordingly.
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported he is meeting with Sergeant Staniland soon.  He will try and bring our new PCSO to our next/future meetings.
· Cllr M. Taylor shared an email he had received from a concerned parishioner with regards to the state of Annesley Close.  The garages are in a poor state of repair and the weeds along the roadside are very tall and causing a trip hazard in places.  The clerk is to write to Sanctuary and ask them to do their bit with regards to the garages and advise them that the grounds maintenance is already maintained for them by the Parish Council.  The clerk is also to arrange for the weeding to be taken care of for the village or Annesley Close at least, as soon as possible.
· It was also reported that the front gardens of The Row are now overgrown and unsightly.  The clerk is to write to Green Square Accord and request that they now maintain these areas since the residents were asked to leave.
076/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 21st June 2023.                                                                                                             
077/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 28th June 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:30pm.
