
 										245.	            
BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th June 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr D. Robins, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr M. Whitehead, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr J. Nedelcu.
	
078/23	Apologies: Cllr M. Taylor.
079/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
080/23 Public Participation: None.
081/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th May 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr D. Robins.
082/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk has seen further correspondence with regards to the bottle banks moving to a better location.  Cllr C. Lane reported that there is some work going on in this area at the moment, by Thames Water, which will temporarily delay things.
· The clerk is trying to find out the dates when the fair will be coming to Bletchingdon and is waiting on a reply from Kerry Hatwell so that it can be shared in the next Village Newsletter.
· The clerk shared a summary report of the Parish Liaison Meeting and the Planning Process meeting.  No further action.
· The clerk contacted the Parish Council insurance company and they confirmed that street furniture includes bus shelters and the sum of £36,000 is covered.  All agreed this sum is sufficient.  No further action.
· The clerk confirmed that she has submitted the AGAR to Moore, has put documents on the website and put up the notice.
· The Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) have been informed of the loose bricks in the wall opposite the Co-op.
· The clerk wrote to Sanctuary about the condition of the garages and the weeds in Annesley but they have not responded yet.
· She also wrote to Green Square Accord to ask them to maintain the front gardens which are now overgrown and unsightly. The replied to say they only own 1 on The Row now and therefore it is not their responsibility.  
· Letters of thanks went to both Mrs Davies and Mrs Tharby for their hard work with regards to the Coronation event.  No further action.
· The clerk also asked Green Scythe Ltd to attend to the weeds at Annesley Close who have confirmed they will attend to this as soon as possible.
· The clerk has chased OCC about the grips on Springwell Road, leading to Kirtlington.
· The builders waste on Springwell Road is still there also, so the clerk will follow this up again.

8pm – Cllr M. Whitehead arrived.
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083/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that the new school planned for Gosford should be complete by 2025.
· The need for key worker housing in Oxford and Oxfordshire has been recognised.
· With regards to The Triangle, the main concerns are around parking and traffic, for example how can it be achieved to get the fans in and out as quickly as possible.  One solution has been to secure designated parking for fans at each of the Park and Rides.  Clarity around the benefits to the local community has also been requested.
084/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Ellie Rawdon, OCC, with regards to the new tree planted.  A discussion was had and it was agreed that between Cllr C. Lane and Cllr R. Pirie, they will be able to water the new tree sufficiently through the hot summer months.  No further action.
b) An email from Bill Cotton, OCC, with an invitation to their open day at Drayton.  No further action.
c) An email from OCC about ‘The Triangle’.  No further action.
d) An email Notice from OCC about Bletchingdon Park and Public Footpaths.  No further action.  A discussion was then had about the public footpath at Beehive Corner.  Horse riders have been having difficulty navigating the gate and the path is not wide enough.  The Public Rights of Way officer has been out to assess the path, said that they have no jurisdiction on the gate and said that the path is almost wide enough so there is nothing more they can do at this time.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will monitor the situation.
085/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr J. Nedelcu reported that this has been a challenging time for the District Council following the results of the no majority vote.
· The Local Plan should be ready for consultation by September 2023.  Bletchingdon has been classed as a large village.
· District Cllr J. Nedelcu explained that he is on the planning committee.  A discussion was then had about Cherwell Concrete where he gave some advice and steps we could take if the application is approved.
086/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
087/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.  
c) Bletchingdon School – The clerk reported that she has been in touch with the Governors who said they would try to get a board member to attend our meetings.  The clerk is to send a regular invite to each of our meetings from now on.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that they have now analysed the results from the survey and is pleased to report there were no surprises.  The next steps planned are to write up the background details, prepare the first draft for review and then send to CDC for review.  Once that has been achieved, it can be shared for public consultation.
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8:16pm – County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

e) Benefactor – No further news at this time.
f) Communication – Cllr D. Robins asked all Cllrs if there were any items they wanted included in the next Village News and reminded them of the deadline being the 20th July 2023.  The suggestions were noted by the clerk.
g) Traffic Calming – 
Zebra Crossing –The clerk reported that there has been no further progress with getting the issues dealt with by the developers.  County Cllr N. Simpson asked to see the correspondence sent recently to see if he can assist.  The clerk will send this to him.
Full width speed humps –The clerk reported that Mr Catling has given a verbal cost of the full width speed humps being £26,100 + VAT.  It is not clear how many speed humps this includes so the clerk is to ask for this detail.  The cost of the kerb realignment will be in the region of £9,000 + VAT.
Vehicle Activated Signs – The cost of two of these is £11,500 + VAT.
Speed Camera – Cllr M. Whitehead reported that he has some volunteers come forward to assist in recording speeds.  He will try to arrange for a sign stating that a ‘Speed Survey’ is taking place so that the speed camera can be used in an unofficial capacity and allow us to gather evidence of speed, whilst pending the necessary training of the volunteers.
h) Plastic Footpath – Cllr C. Lane reported that Mr Mould has requested the developer to prioritise the replacing the plastic path prior to the development beginning.
i) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.  The owner has until the 22nd June 2023 to comply with the notice.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – The lawful development certificate was approved.  No further action.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.
Heathfield – The clerk has spoken again to the enforcement team who responded to say,“The Council cannot control how the caravans are advertised or sold, it only has powers to take action after an unlawful occupancy takes place.  Based on our understanding, all residents are required to sign a declaration confirming their permanent residence at a separate address.  We will periodically check the site operator’s register to confirm that permanent residences have been declared for all of those who currently occupy the site.  We also visited the site last week, getting an update on recent occupations.  
The Council Tax team have also made separate enquiries; Council Tax eligibility will help to inform us of a potential breach.”
The clerk has also advised him of the addition to the walls at the junction to Heathfield from Islip Road.  He replied to confirm he will now contact the developer as it appears to be them who erected them.
Cllr C. Lane reported a mature tree in this area which was been cut down.  The clerk is to add this to the report.
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Boat Yard, Enslow – This is under investigation but they need photographic evidence first.  The clerk is to request this again from Cllr M. Taylor.
j) Installation of artificial lawn - The clerk looked into the National Lotter fund as a possible source to cover this cost.  It is currently taking 16 weeks for a decision to be made.  You can only apply once in a 12 month period so it might be worth using the grant for the Community Fitness Area because it can provide funding from £300-£10,000. Criteria: Improve the places and spaces that matter to communities.  The quote for the artificial grass is £1,314.  The clerk reported there is £1,056 in contingency plus £107 interest earnt to date = total £1,163.  Cllr C. Lane said he may be able to negotiate a slightly cheaper cost and it was also suggested that the Councillor Priority Fund might be an option.  County Cllr N. Simpson will look into what he might be able to offer.  He also added that he is an Executive Member of Sports and Leisure and he will let us know of any other possible grants that might be of use.  A suggestion was put forward that an on-site meeting to discuss the needs of the recreation ground with all relevant parties could be beneficial.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger requested permission to write directly on behalf of the Parish Council in order to progress things.  All approved this action.
l) The Slipe – The clerk contacted the BCF for an update and they responded to say “a survey has been carried out in preparation for plans to be submitted. Then we will be drawing up plans for access direct from the road. “
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that progress is being made now that the claim is going through our Insurance Legal team.  There is a £150 excess to pay but this can also be claimed on the lorry’s insurance.
n) Rowan Tree – Sports Field Boundary – Cllr C. Lane reported that there is a damaged tree that is a cause for concern.  The safest option is to have it felled as it is in a public space.  He has sourced a couple of quotes which was shared with the Parish Council prior to the meeting.  All approved Cllr C. Lane can instruct the tree surgeon who quoted the cheapest price of £320 + VAT.
o) Bank Mandate update – The clerk reported that a new mandate is required to add the new chairman, Cllr D. Robins.  The paperwork has been prepared by the Bank and is now ready to be signed.  Cllr D. Robins will arranged for Cllr M. Taylor to counter sign the form and return to the clerk when ready.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for June 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£549.00
	£109.80
	£658.80

	Bank TF
	Village News
	Donations
	This Minute
	£400.00
	£0.00
	£400.00

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerk salary payment for April, May and June 2023 plus back payment due
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£2,210.40
	£0.00
	£2,210.40

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax payment for clerks salary
	Clerks Salary
	This Minute
	£328.80
	£0.00
	£328.80



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd June 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £7.76. 
088/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/01222/TEL56 – Street Record, Causeway, Bletchingdon – Proposed telecommunications installation.  Proposed 15.0m Phase 9 Monopole and associated ancillary works. – Refused.
21/02529/F – Mr Paul Bagnall - Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – Change of use of an agricultural stock building to create a new retail farm shop proposal within the footprint of the existing stock building bar the main entrance.  Refused.
23/00971/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Addition of a basement below the lodge, a new ha ha wall will separate the lodge from the pastureland.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/01480/TCA – Mrs Scott-Lee – Park House, Bletchingdon Road, Kirtlington OX5 3HF - G1 x Ash nos 3 trees exhibiting early signs of Ash dieback, small in comparison to the mature Oak in the copse and asymmetric leaning over the stable roof, fell near to ground level.  Oak group, crown clean above the drive, removing major deadwood and hanging branches, small secondardy branches which are rubbing and structurally compromised will be reduced or removed as required by the extend of damage and small secondary branches and branch tips will be reduced or removed to clear adjacent infrastructure to create 1.5m clearance, crown raise to 4.5m above the drive.  No objections.
23/01327/F – Portdevon – 11 & 12 Canal Close, Enslow, OX5 3FE – Full permission for alterations to plot 11 and 12 approved under 15/00822/F comprising ground floor rear extensions and internal alterations to create an additional floor within the roof space.  No objections.
23/01571/LB – Liz Ripley – Manor Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP - The installation of a twin wall steel flue pipe painted black to the rear of the curtilage listed property with a maximum height of 600mm above the ridge line.  No objections.
23/01675/F – Mr & Mrs Tony Perkins – Lynwood, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Single Storey front extension with associated alterations.  Insertion of solar panels and proposed air source heat pump.  No objections.
089/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) Donation request letter from Ian Gedling for the Village Newsletter. All agreed a donation should be made and the amount was increased from last year’s amount to take into account the new residents.  All approved £450.00.
c) An email from a parishioner who is hearing loud background noises.  The clerk is to reply with advice to contact Environmental Services.
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d) An email about the Deddington Neighbourhood Plan.  No further action.
e) An email from OALC with regards to the AGM on the 3rd July 2023. No further action.
090/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Cllr D. Robins asked if anyone would be able to attend the BCF AGM next week.  Cllr R. Pirie could be a possibility if Cllr M. Taylor cannot attend.
· The clerk received a request from a Bletchingdon Football Coach for support in purchasing some needed equipment.  The Parish Council will support them but regret that financially supporting them is not an option.  The clerk is to share the possible grants and sources of funding available to them.
· Cllr N. Simpson reported that new cycle routes are being investigated which could benefit Bletchingdon.
· Cllr D. Robins will follow up on the defibrillator training raised last month.
· The clerk shared that the school is trying to identify a suitable area they could use for Forest School.  Cllr C. Lane suggested an area that is Duchy land owned and he confirmed he will speak with the Duchy.
091/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 12th July 2023.                                                                                                             
092/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 19th July 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 10:02pm.
