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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th March 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr R. Pirie, County Cllr N. Simpson and District Cllrs G. Coton and J. Nedncu.
	
031/23	Apologies: District Cllrs S. Holland & A. Patrick and Cllrs D. Robins & C. Lane.
032/23	Declarations of Interest: Cllr D. Ledger with regards to his re-imbursement request, minute reference 040/23/r.
033/23 Public Participation: None.
034/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd February 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr M. Whitehead.
035/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerks is in the process of asking if a Tree Protective Order can be put on 2 trees on Islip Road.
· The clerk has been in touch with Highways to ask about drainage at the bottom of the hill towards Kirtlington.  Cllr C. Lane reported via email prior to this meeting that he has met the engineer on site and they will re-do the grips at the right level.
· With regards to the Bottle Banks, the legal department at CDC have approved the paperwork so it is back with the department who manage the Bottle Banks themselves.
· The defibrillator has been returned and is back in place at the Village Hall.
· Thames Water confirmed they would investigate the area again, by the 6th March but there has been no further update.  The clerk will follow this up.
· With regards to The Slipe access, the clerk has found advice on the Open Spaces Society website.  You can apply to make access legal if you can prove it has been used for 20 years or more, but it costs in the region of £3,000 and is not guaranteed.
· The clerk and chairman met to see where the defibrillator signs could go and what fittings might be needed.  Since that meeting, the signs and appropriate fittings have been ordered.
· The Spring Clean went ahead and was a great success thanks to all of the hard working volunteers.  A discussion was had about future spring cleans as the majority of the problem is on the outskirts of the village which is dangerous for volunteers.  Before the next event, the clerk is to look into ways to make it safe for volunteers to work alongside the busy roads.
· The clerk received an email from the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) to inform us that they have secured their own maintenance team to manage the grass and hedges around the Village Hall.  The clerk has notified the Parish Council grounds maintenance team of this update.
036/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that County Hall has had the surface of the car park re-done.
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· OCC have approved an increase of allowances of 5.4%.
· They are looking to reduce the spare seats scheme but County Cllrs are arguing this is a good scheme and making it more efficient to run would be better that reducing it which would likely res	ult in more cars on the road.
· The bus gates consultation has gone ahead but not with all of the data so County Cllrs are asking for all of the data to be provided for people to make an informed response.
· The City Council has now passed the ‘vegan only’ motion.
· It has been approved to review SEND as this is underfunded and needs many more resources in order to run efficiently.
037/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from the Minerals and Waste Policy Team.  No further action.
b) An email from Joe Kay, Strategic Transport Lead about Area weight restrictions.  Cllr D. Ledger will record Islip Road on their interactive map and encourage other residents to do the same.
c) An email from Joe Langwith with regards to the Emergency Alert System launch.  No further action.
038/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton introduced a new colleague J. Nedncu.
· The Local Plan now has a date for the consultation in July with a deadline in August 2023.
· District Cllr G. Coton has found a grant available which could be used to fund improving the lighting in the village hall car park.  She will send the clerk the details.
· With regards to the upcoming Elections, a reminder was given with regards to ID needed and added that a postal vote will not require ID and an out of date passport could be used if you still look like the photograph.
039/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action required.
b) A letter from Paul Divine to advise of the new dog waste collection charges starting on the 1st April 2023.  No further action.
040/23	Parish matters:
a) The Row – No further action.  All Greensquare Accord residents have moved.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – A revised bus timetable has been created to begin on the 3rd April 2023.  This is working well but more people would use this service if a later return slot could be included.  County Cllr N. Simpson will let D. Harrison know of this need.
d) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the survey has now been delivered to all residents and the closing date to return it is the 14th April 2023.  It can be completed online if people prefer.  Cllr D. Ledger will use social media to remind and request people to complete these.
f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported via email prior to the meeting that the bus shelter, defibrillator and entrance walls are still something the benefactor would like to progress but not as quickly as they would like.
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g) Communication – The clerk reported that the draft article was shared for approval prior to the deadline and was approved by all.
h) Traffic Calming – Zebra Crossing – The clerk received an email update from OCC to say that this is being looked into and a further update will be sent when possible.  The clerk chased for an update last week but did not receive a reply.
Full width speed humps – The clerk reported there is still no update from D. Catling.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The new speed limit is now in place.  A discussion was had about some issues with the new limit and signs and County Cllr N. Simpson said to email him with them so he can follow these up.  The issues discussed will be sent by the clerk to County Cllr N. Simpson.
i) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward which was objected to by the Parish Council.
Cherwell Concrete – The clerk sent the objections to the planning inspectorate with regards to the Cherwell Concrete Planning enforcement appeal.  District Cllr G. Coton advised that whilst we wait, we should continue to document any incidents to support our objections.
k) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane shared with all a quote received from one company to complete this work.  Cllr M. Whitehead is also looking into another comparative quote to review at the next meeting, next month.
l) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported that his contact at CDC has left so he needs to begin the process again with a new point of contact.
m) The Slipe – The clerk reported that the approved reply was sent to all of the BCF Trustees with regards to the Slipe, to which there has been no reply to date.  
n) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported prior to the meeting via email that this is still with the insurance company.
o) Damage to grass verge opposite the Co-op – Cllr C. Lane reported via email prior to the meeting that he has met with the contractor on site and marked up where the new posts will go.  If everyone is in agreement, this will go ahead tomorrow.  
p) Heathfield - The clerk wrote to CDC about the entrance to Heathfield and the mobile homes currently for sale, which has been acknowledged but no further news at this time.  District Cllr G. Coton confirmed she will chase this up on our behalf, if the clerk can forward a copy of the original email to her.
q) Risk Assessment – The clerk shared with all prior to the meeting, the Risk Assessment for the year ahead, with effect from 1st April 2023.  All approved the Risk Assessment.
r) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for March 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.
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	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Purchase
	Value Products Ltd – Defibrillator signs and fittings.
	Tree works and other open spaces
	040/23/r
	£50.94
	£10.19
	£61.13

	Card Purchase
	British Safety Signs – Defibrillator Signs and fittings
	Tree works and other open spaces
	040/23/r
	£108.70
	£21.74
	£130.44

	Bank TF
	Jake Williams – Supply and install post for new dog waste bin.
	Contract Grounds Maintenance
	040/23/r
	£70.00
	£0.00
	£70.00

	Bank TF
	Clerks Salary for January, February and March 2023
	Clerks Salary
	040/23/r
	£1,584.40
	£0.00
	£1,584.40

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax Payment 
	Clerks Salary
	040/23/r
	£101.60
	£0.00
	£101.60

	Bank TF
	OALC – Annual Membership Fee
	General Admin
	040/23/r
	£192.06
	£38.41
	£230.47

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxfordshire – Neighbourhood Plan Support
	Neighbourhood Plan
	040/23/r
	£2,362.00
	£472.40
	£2,834.40

	Bank TF
	D. Ledger – reimbursement of costs incurred with the Neighbourhood Plan
	Neighbourhood Plan
	040/23/r
	£35.14
	£7.04
	£42.18



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd March 2023 for £40.67 including VAT of £6.78.  
040/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/03776/LB – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – New gate piers and flanking walls forming front entrance to the Old Rectory.  Approved.
22/03775/F – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – New gate piers and flanking walls forming front entrance to the Old Rectory.  Approved.
22/03585/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Erection of agricultural building (revised scheme of that approved under 18/01945/F, intended to maximise ventilated convection for stored feed and bedding.)  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/00624/TCA – Mrs Emma Turnbull – Court Yard House, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – G1 x Leylandii No.3 and Macrocarpa No.1 – Fell as they have outgrown their limited location and also because of concerns of damage to adjacent walls.  No objections.
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23/00684/CLUE – Mr Simon Valentine – Dairy Cottage, 6 Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow OX5 3ET - Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Development from B1 Office to C3 Dwelling, consent of 06/00762/F (issued 27/03/2007) required part of the dwelling to be used as B1 office space.  This condition has been breached for a continuous period in excess of 10 years, with the use of the whole area continuing as C3 use.  Objections. A discussion was had because a similar CLUE application came up years ago and was approved despite objections from the Parish Council at the time.  Because of this, the Parish Council feel this application will also be approved but because Ingleby Paddock was built with a B1 condition, there should be a condition within the condition that says this cannot be breached because there is no way it can be monitored how people use their homes.   It was agreed the Parish Council will object again with reference to the original letter sent to the earlier CLUE application.

A discussion was had about the Panthers Hill Cottage planning application discussed in January 2023.  This was supported by the Parish Council but Cllr M. Taylor reported that the owner has been informed that his application has been refused.  District Cllr G. Coton confirmed that CDC can provide advice for planning applications for a fee of approximately £300.  She will send the clerk to contact details to pass on to the owner.
041/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from Luci Mintz about the trees cut down near Springwell.  No further action.
c) An email letter from Clean Slate asking for our support again.  The clerk will revisit this request in the new financial year in Aprils meeting.
042/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· A question was raised with regards to the planning application at the Boat Yard as there are some concerns that vegetation has been removed from the bank which appears to have caused the adjacent power line posts to start to lean and could cause subsidence.  The clerk is to check the details of the approved planning application and let District Cllr G. Coton know so that if necessary, she can forward the details to the enforcement team for investigation.
· A resident of Annesley Close is having issues with his gutters but not able to clear them himself.  The clerk is to contact Sanctuary Housing to report this issue on the residents behalf.
043/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 19th April 2023.                                                                                                             
044/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 26th April 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 8:47pm.
