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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th April 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Whitehead and County Cllr N. Simpson.
	
045/23	Apologies: Cllr R. Pirie, District Cllr G. Coton.
046/23	Declarations of Interest: Cllr C. Lane with regards to the re-imbursement payment, Minute reference 054/23/s.
047/23 Public Participation: None.
048/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th March 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.
049/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk reported that the loan unit defibrillator has now been requested back from the company and has been returned.  The new defibrillator signs have been purchased and are ready to be put up.
· The clerk submitted the application for the Coronation Grant, which was approved and funds have been received.
· The clerk sent District Cllr G. Coton a copy of the email sent to the Enforcement Team at CDC with regards to  Heathfield and she confirmed she will follow it up.
· A list of issues with the new 20mph speed limit were shared with County Cllr N. Simpson as requested, so that he can follow these up.
· The clerks is in the process of asking if a Tree Preservation Order can be put on 2 trees on the Islip Road.
· The clerk has also chased for an update with regards to the Bottle Banks and received confirmation that they will revisit the site this week.
· The clerk heard back from Thames Water who said they have investigated the area and found there to be no issues with the drains, could not detect a smell in the area and therefore have closed the case.
· The clerk forwarded the details of the planning application at the Boat Yard to District Cllr G. Coton and she has confirmed the enforcement team are now investigating.
· The clerk also reported to Sanctuary Housing to ask them to help the residents of Annesley Close to clear their gutters and repair the damage.  They have replied to say they have arranged for the repairs to be made.
050/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that he attended a meeting discussing the potential stadium development in Kidlington.  The plans are to development a multifunctional venue so they are asking the local community what they would like.  Plans will follow in the next 7-10 days with hopefully a decision made by September this year.  
· OCC are closely investigating SEND as they are aware there is a large shortfall of funding which is effecting its efficiency.
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that OCC have secured £3m to repair the large number of potholes.
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· He attended a Thames Valley Police (TVP) meeting where they discussed the merging of rural services.  They also encouraged the new Neighbourhood Police Officer to meet with all the local Parishes and share their contact details.
· He reported that the ‘Spare Seats’ scheme is being looked into as there is a demand for this service to continue and it has a good revenue stream.
· With regards to HGV’s and the area weigh restrictions being looked into by OCC, County Cllr N. Simpson reported that OCC should have a strategy in place by the end May 2023.
051/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
052/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton sent a report via email as she was not able to attend the meeting.  
· She reported that she has chased the CDC Enforcement Team and that they are visiting the Boat Yard in Enslow soon.
· She has shared details of a grant available for community organisations who are providing food for residents who are struggling.
· Lastly, the revised local plan is set to go to the executive committee in July 2023 
053/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action required.
054/23	Parish matters:
a) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
b) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.  County Cllr N. Simpson said he would follow up with the School.
d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that they had a 30% response rate to the survey, which is a good response.  The consultants are still collating the data so there are no results to share at this time.
e) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported there is no further news since the last contact received.  It is acknowledged that this will take time due to the number of projects the Benefactor is currently working on.
f) Communication – The clerk reported that the deadline for the next Village News article is the 20th May 2023 so any items are to be submitted to the clerk before this time.  The clerk was asked to ensure that the draft Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting being held on the 10th May 2023, are included in the next article.  It was also suggested that the details with regards to managing the new tree be included when asking for volunteers again.

7:50pm – Cllr M. Whitehead arrived.

g) Traffic Calming – Zebra Crossing – The clerk received an email update from OCC to say that this is being looked into and a further update will be sent when possible in early March 2023.  The clerk chased for an update last week but did not receive a reply.  
Full width speed humps – The clerk reported there is still no update from D. Catling and that she will chase this up again.  The clerk is to look into the cost of 
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installing Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) as an alternative to the full width speed humps which are likely to exceed the available budget.
Speed Camera – A discussion was had about our speed camera and when the Parish Council can start using it.  Before proceeding, Cllr M. Whitehead would like to clarify with Thames Valley Police (TVP) what must be done before we can begin recording speeds and what process must be adopted whilst doing the recording.  
h) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
i) Enforcement Update – The clerk is to seek an update as there has been no news from the enforcement team for a while.
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward which was objected to by the Parish Council.
Cherwell Concrete – Pending the decision of the planning inspectorate.
j) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane reported that he has received a quote from BMN Ltd who quoted £1,314 inc VAT for this job and a quote from D. Higgins for £1,800.  Cllr M. Whitehead reported his quote from C. Perkins was £2,000.  The clerk is to look into the TOE grant to see what the Parish Council might be able to obtain in order to proceed with this job.
k) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported he has a new contact at CDC and is beginning the process again to establish the options with regards to the Lease agreement for the land.  He will try to get an update before our Annual Parish Meeting (APM).
l) The Slipe – The Cllrs shared their disappointment when the clerk reported that the BCF have not replied to our last email.  The clerk is to follow this up and request a response.
m) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that progress is being made.  He needs quotes for a replacement dog waste bin and installation cost estimate from the clerk to progress this further.
n) Damage to grass verge opposite the Co-op – The additional wooden posts have been installed and everyone confirmed they are happy with them.  Cllr C. Lane will arrange for the damaged grass area to be reseeded.  All agreed this item can be removed from the agenda.
o) Heathfield – The clerk has received confirmation from the enforcement team that the static homes for sale and the entrance walls are now being investigated by the CDC enforcement team.
p) Coronation Plans – The clerk confirmed that the Coronation Grant made available by CDC has been applied for, approved and received so these funds can be provided to the organisers.  Cllr M. Whitehead reported that the Parish Council had been approached to seek a further donation towards providing keep sakes for the children.  A discussion was had and it was resolved that it was too close to the event to consider without further information, and it was not something that would be for the benefit of the whole community so therefore not an appropriate request to support.
q) Annual Insurance Policy – The clerk reported that the renewal quote from BHIB Ltd has been received.  This is year 2 of a 3 year agreement plan.  The clerk has 
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checked that the levels of cover are still sufficient so it was approved by all to proceed with this policy.
r) Internal Audit Report – The clerk received the Internal Audit Report yesterday and shared it with the Cllrs.  To allow more time for everyone to digest the report in more detail, the AGAR paperwork will be completed at the next meeting.
s) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for April 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Clean Slate
	Donations
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Card Purchase
	Data Protection Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£40.00
	£0.00
	£40.00

	Bank TF
	Cherwell District Council – Emptying of our dog waste bins.
	Dog Bins
	This Minute
	£340.34
	£68.07
	£408.41

	Bank TF
	April Skies – Internal Auditor Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£235.00
	£0.00
	£235.00

	Bank TF
	BHIB Ltd - Annual Insurance Renewal (year 2 of 3)
	Insurance
	This Minute
	£822.23
	£0.00
	£822.23

	Bank TF
	Coronation Entertainment – CDC Grant donation for Live Band and Bouncy Castle
	Donation
	This Minute
	£500.00
	£0.00
	£500.00

	Bank TF
	BMN Services Ltd
	Parks, Trees and Open spaces
	This Minute
	£935.00
	£187.00
	£1,122.00

	Bank TF
	Re-imbursement to Colban Ltd for the purchase of 12 additional wooden bollards
	Parks, Trees and Open spaces
	This Minute
	£573.16
	£114.63
	£687.79



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd April 2023 for £46.54 including VAT of £6.78.  
055/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
23/00624/TCA – Court Yard House, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL – G1 x Leylandii No.3 and Macrocarpa No.1 – Fell as they have outgrown their limited location and also because of concerns to damage to adjacent walls.  Approved.
22/03271/CLUE – Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR - Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use of ten flats/cottages/apartments for permanent resident 
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use, having been used for such purpose for over 10 years in breach of relevant planning conditions.  Approved.
22/03618/LB – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Repairs to the stonework of the existing Plunge Pool structure, the forming of a new formal capping to the façade to the front and the construction of a protective metal roof over the existing stone dome.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/00899/F – Build the Future Ltd – Heathfield Golf and Country Club, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DX - Retrospective - Use of land for the siting of caravans to include replacement building (office/reception, shop, store laundrette, kitchen, toilets, showers and washing facilities) - Amendment to layout and extent of application site approved by planning permissions 19/01789/F and 21/01485/F.  Comments to be submitted.  If approved, the Parish Council would like to request that a condition be applied to ensure there is no further increase in size/number of caravans and no change of use requested in the future.  They would also like to request that regular inspections are made to ensure these conditions are being met and if not, that they are policed.
23/00971/F – Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership - Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Addition of a basement below the lodge, a new haha wall will separate the lodge from the pasture land.  No objections.

8:45pm – County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.

056/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email letter from Clean Slate asking for our support again.  A discussion was had and all agreed a donation of £50. The Council has used the powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation.
c) An email enquiry from a new parishioner enquiring about the Pub.  The clerk is to reply with what information the Parish Council know.
d) An email from the Oxford Airport Consultative Committee.  No further action.
e) An email from CPRE asking if they can have a stall at an appropriate if available.  The clerk is to reply with a potential event being the MacMillan Cake sale usually held in September.
f) An email from David Rogers with regards to the Botley Solar Farm.  No further action.
057/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Cllr R. Pirie requested via email prior to the meeting, that the maintenance of the new tree be discussed.  At this stage, the Parish Council are not clear on what tree maintenance is needed.  The clerk is to request this information from the Tree Officer at CDC so that we can share what is required in the next article of the Village News when asking for volunteers.
· Cllr C. Lane reported to County Cllr N. Simpson that there has still be no response from D. Catling or B. Cotton.  County Cllr N. Simpson will follow up on both of these issues on behalf of the Parish Council.
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· It was reported that the dog waste bin on Church Walk has a broken hinge.  This will be monitored.
· It was reported that the stone wall between The Bothy and the entrance to Church Walk is bulging and appears to be close to collapse.  The clerk is to share this concern with the owner and request a site check.
058/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 17th May 2023.                                                                                                             
059/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 24th May 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting Ended: 9:45pm.
