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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris and Cllr M. Whitehead.
	
001/23	Apologies: County Cllr N. Simpson and District Cllrs G. Coton and A. Patrick.
002/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
003/23 Public Participation: None.
004/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th November 2022:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.
005/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk chased up the bottle banks and there has been progress within the legal department who have made some amendments to the lease agreement for the land owners consideration.
· The clerk chased for the defibrillator to be returned.  They have now informed the clerk that rather than waiting for the engineer to come to the UK, the defibrillator will be sent to Germany for repair and returned as soon as possible.
· The clerk sent County Cllr N. Simpson a copy of the correspondence previously sent to Thames Water.  Cllr M. Taylor mentioned that the smell was there again tonight, after all the heavy rain.  The clerk will add this to the diary record.
· The clerk emailed District Cllr S. Holland a month prior to this meeting to request his attendance at this meeting.  He responded at that time to say he would try but he did not respond to the notice sent last week.  The clerk is to send dates of the next meeting well in advance again.
· The clerk responded to the Botley Solar Farm planning proposal as discussed at the last meeting.
· The clerk has begun to investigate whom is responsible for tree maintenance along the public footpath beside the Church and has a contact.  This needs to be followed up by the clerk.
· The clerk has spoken to the Editor of the Village News to see if he would be interested in attending a virtual course on data protection, to which he has accepted.  The clerk is liaising with the Editor to find a suitable course at a convenient time.
· The clerk has purchased a new dog waste bin for the Duchy estate and met with CDC to agree the new location.  Cllr C. Lane is to contact Jake Williams to get this installed.
· The clerk and Cllr C. Lane are to write to the Highways department with regards to the junction at Heathfield. 
006/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson was unable to attend this evening but did get in touch to say that since our last meeting, there is nothing more to report at this time.  Should anything come up between now and our next meeting, he will let the clerk know.
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007/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) Parish Planting – An email from John Rawlings-Hall to explain OCC have received enough funding to plant 1 new tree in each Parish in Oxfordshire.  He has suggested a location of the grass verge on the corner of Valencia.  All agreed this would be suitable and that this would appear to be the only suitable location that isn’t on private land.  The clerk is to reply accordingly.
008/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· In their absence, District Cllr G. Coton sent the following report prior to the meeting;
· Draft Local Plan – District Cllr A. Patrick sent out a copy of this last week and I hope you got it.  This now goes to the Overview & Scrutiny committee who will then pass on to the Executive and will carry on through the next round of consultation, which we believe will start around the 19th Jan.  Bletchingdon has been allocated 50 houses, of which there is a residual requirement of 23. 
· The concrete works at Enslow were issued an enforcement notice on the 16th December.  If an appeal is not lodged by the 19th January, then the notice will go into effect and they will have a 3 month compliance time frame.  As of yet, we have not received any notice that they have put in an appeal. 
· Having had positive feedback from most Parish Councils for a planning seminar similar to the enforcement one we did late last year, we will approach the new head of the planning team to hopefully arrange a seminar on planning in the near future. Please let us know if you are interested in attending this.
· Code of Conduct training - we had a comment from other Parish Councils that this training was supplied to PC Clerks only, with an expectation that they would disseminate to Parish Councillors.  This was not well received, and we have asked Shiraz at CDC to arrange training for all PC members.  He has agreed, but we are not sure when he will have time for this but expect it within a couple of months we hope.  
· Lastly, District Cllr A. Patrick asked a question about the Botley West Solar Farm to the Leader, Cllr Barry Wood, wanting a statement we could give to residents who are mailing us about it.  This has been provided should we need it.
009/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action required.
b) Draft local plan – Email from District Cllr A. Patrick.  Cllr R. Pirie reported that the document is 283 pages long and hard to read from a screen.  The clerk has asked for a paper copy and will follow up this request with District A. Patrick.
010/23	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is aware that most families have found a new home to move to.  The residents know that the Parish Council are here if they would like us to assist in any way but otherwise, there is nothing more we can do at this stage.
b) Green Bletchingdon – The clerk added the new details to the Green Bletchingdon web page as requested by the group.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – There has been no further news about the new bus service yet.  County Cllr N. Simpson shared some disappointing news about the voluntary £2 adult single fare cap scheme.  Diamond Bus South East have decided not to take part because they felt the reimbursement offered was insufficient.  
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OCC have asked the bidders for the services due to start on the 11th February 2023 to include this scheme in their tender price until the 31st March 2023.
d) Bletchingdon School Hedge replacement – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that there has been a lot of progress.  A grant application was made and has already been approved, with funds received.  The grant is sufficient to cover the initial consultant fees, who 
have now been instructed to proceed.  There is a consultation meeting for the Parish being held on Wednesday 18th January 2023.  To advertise this meeting, flyers have been printed and delivered to every household and posters have been 
put up throughout the village.  Cllr D. Ledger has asked to be re-imbursed for the printing costs of the fliers, which was approved by everyone.  Cllr D. Ledger will also put the details on the Parish website.
f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane has contacted P. Lawson for an update but has not had a response yet.
g) Communication – The clerk asked if anyone had anything they would like added to the article for the next edition of the Village News.  All agreed a thank you to the landlords of the Blackshead Pub should be included, following the sad news that it is closing again.  It was also agreed a letter of thanks should be posted to the landlords.  The clerk will arrange this.  The editor has suggested that in the future, it might be nice to have an article about the Cllrs with a photograph and brief introduction.  All agreed this is something we can do later in the year.
h) Traffic Calming –
Full width speed humps – Still no information from Dave Catling.  It was agreed that the clerk should email OALC for advice following their presentation on traffic safety.  The clerk should also contact the Chief Executive Stephen Chandler and the Cabinet Member for Highway Management Andrew Grant to push for the necessary repairs to our zebra crossing as well as the other issues.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The clerk reported there has been no further news at this time.
i) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward which was objected to by the Parish Council.
Cherwell Concrete – An enforcement notice has now been served.
k) Recreation Ground maintenance, installation of artificial lawn, and Community Fitness Area – The clerk reported that the repairs to the recreation ground are now complete and the invoices have been settled.  This can now be removed from the agenda.  Cllr C. Lane reported that the installation of the artificial lawn has been delayed due to sickness.  Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is still investigating the land ownership for the proposed site of the new Community Fitness Area.
l) Maintenance around Village Hall – The clerk reported that she has invoiced the Bletchingdon Community Foundation to be re-imbursed for the grass cutting costs around the village hall.
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m) Tree Maintenance – Cllr C. Lane reported that the remaining tree work from the latest tree survey is to be reviewed to establish what works remains to be done.
n) The Slipe – No further action at this time.
o) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that the insurance company responsible for paying for the repair work are not accepting the quotes they have been provided and are only offering to cover approximately half of the repair costs.  This is ongoing.
p) Damage to grass verge opposite the Co-op – Cllr C. Lane has obtained quotes to purchase and install additional posts to go along the grass verge on Station Road opposite the Co-op and the corner of Valencia and Station Road.  The cost will be 
approximately £2,000.  Everyone is in agreement this should go ahead as it looks terrible as you enter the village and it will deter drivers from parking along this section of road which is also a safety concern.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for January 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Glasdon UK Ltd – Purchase of a new dog waste bin for the Duchy footpath as requested by parishioners.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£293.70
	£58.74
	£352.44

	Monthly Standing Order
	Bletchingdon Village Hall
	Village Hall Office Rent January 2023 – December 2023
	This Minute
	£150.00
	£0.00
	£150.00

	Bank TF
	Re-imbursement to D. Ledger for the printing costs to Cherwell Graphics for the flyers informing parishioners of the public consultation for the Neighbourhood Plan.
	Neighbourhood Plan
	This Minute
	£45.00
	£0.00
	£45.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd January 2023 for £40.67 including VAT.  
Review of regular payments such as Direct Debits and Standing Orders. 
Currently in place are; 
· Standing Order to Bletchingdon Village Hall for Parish Office rent and use of the meeting room. £150.00 per month. 
· Direct Debit payment to BT for payment of Parish Office landline phone. Variable amount paid monthly. 
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All approved the existing direct debit and standing order to continue into the new financial year.
r) Precept for 2023/2024 – A discussion was had about the budget agreed in November 2022’s meeting.  The cost of living increase is having a larger impact than at first anticipated and there is concern that there will be unexpected increases in costs for the Parish in the next financial year.  It was agreed that the 
budget should include a contingency.  It was therefore agreed that the precept request should remain the same as the previous year making the request for this 
year £24,500.00.  Due to the tax base increase, this results is a decrease of -1.86% but will also acquire a contingency amount of £1,865.00.
011/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/01146/F – Frogsnest Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DS – Change of use of Agricultural Barn to Residential Accommodation (Use class C3).  Approved.
22/02929/TPO – Allotments, Oxford Road, Bletchingdon – T1 (Plane) – Remove lower subsiding branch to north east; remove x2 lower to east; remove lower branch to the south.  Raise the remaining crown height to approximately 5 meters high primarily targeting the removal or pruning of secondary branches to achieve the necessary height – subject to TPO 01/2011.  Approved. 
b) Planning Applications Received: 
22/03585/F – Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – The proposal is a new design to a permitted building on site.  The proposed alteration to the design will maximise ventilated convection and significantly increase drying time and vertical capacity for stored feed and bedding, a modern interpretation of the Tythe Barn system, to serve the surrounding land.  Objections. The design statement says that this is a modern interpretation of a tithe barn and that the revised design will maximise ventilated convection and significantly increase drying time and vertical capacity for stored feed and bedding.  That may be the case but the steepest pitch on a traditional tithe barn in England is more like 53 degrees as a maximum and generally were more like 45 to 50 degrees and at this pitch is  more than capable of dealing with ventilation and storage issues.  The main section of the proposed barn is 59 degrees with the entrance gable as steep as 77 degrees. This will be both visually intrusive in the landscape and is totally out of keeping with any vernacular Cotswolds buildings. This is an unsympathetic interpretation of a tithe barn with a particularly unattractive gable over the entrance. There is no visual impact assessment with this application and this building will appear massive and overbearing in the landscape in the otherwise beautiful parkland setting of a listed building.
22/03588/LB & 22/03587/F – Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Addition of a water basin with a fountain sculpture west of the house.  No objections.
22/03618/LB – Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Repairs to the stonework of the existing Plunge Pool structure, the forming of a new formal capping to the façade to the front and the construction of a protective metal roof over the existing stone dome.  No objections.
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22/03709/F – Dwyer Property – Starbucks, Part of by A34 Weston on The Green, Bicester OX25 3QQ – Addition of a drive through facility and associated parking changes.  No objections.
22/03712/F – A Gallyer – Panthers Hill Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DJ – Two-storey side extension and roof extensions with associated internal works – resubmission of 22/02122/F.  No objections.
22/03775/F & 22/03776/LB – Mr Heren – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – New gate piers and flanking walls forming front entrance to the Old Rectory.  No objections.
23/00039/TCA – Ms Tania Ruck Keeny – 1 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – T1 x Chestnut – Reduce the height of the canopy by up to 2 meters and crown raise to up to 3 meters.  No objections.
012/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from The Circuit sharing signage options for highlighting defibrillator locations.  The clerk is to look into costs for these signs.  Cllr D. Robins added he will assist with obtaining price comparisons.  It was also agreed that the clerk will ask the editor of the Village News to include as a permanent feature, the locations of the 2 defibrillators in the village.
c) An email from Lynda from CPRE with an invitation to attend a virtual meeting to discuss the Cherwell Local plan on the 26th January 2023 at 6pm.  Cllrs R. Pirie and D. Ledger both agreed to attend this meeting.
d) An email from Kirtlington Parish Council sharing details of a planning application in their Parish they felt may affect ours too.  This was shared prior to the meeting as the deadline for comments was the 6th January 2023.  Cllr C. Lane reported that the following objections were submitted. This development is detrimental to the open country side and the plan for work from home gives a developer an advantage to reach approval but we have seen this sort of approval get abused in the past where these conditions soon get lifted.
013/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· A discussion was had about what ways the village might celebrate the upcoming Coronation and it was mentioned that the PTA may be working with the School to host a community event.  The Parish Council are to ask the PTA.  It was also agreed to add in the village news, a note to request any volunteers who may be willing to run an event.  
· There are changes to what identification (ID) is acceptable when it comes to vote.  To assist our parishioners with these changes, the clerk is to include information on ID for voting in the next edition of the Village News.
· Cllr C. Lane reported that the necessary changes to the bank mandate have been made and signed off to bring the signatory list up to date.
· The clerk is to contact District Cllr G. Coton to ask if the village hall grant could be used towards improvements to lighting in the village hall car park.
· The clerk is to raise with Highways that the grips need redoing on the verges on Oxford Road, west of Bletchington where rain water unable to leave highway leaving flooded road.
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Also on Springwell Hill Road, leading to Kirtlington.  The grips are blocked here too and letting water run down the road and crossing over the road on the bend. When it freezes it leaves an ice patch, scene of several accidents in the past.
014/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 15th February 2023.                                                                                                             
015/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 22nd February 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  Meeting Ended: 8:50pm.
