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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd February 2023 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr N. Morris, Cllr M. Whitehead, County Cllr N. Simpson and District Cllr G. Coton.
	
016/23	Apologies: District Cllrs A. Patrick & S. Holland and Cllr R. Pirie.
017/23	Declarations of Interest: None.
018/23 Public Participation: None.
019/23	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2023:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.
020/23 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk reported that with regards to the Bottle banks, the legal paperwork necessary has now been exchanged and we currently await an update from CDC to find out when the Bottle Banks can be moved.
· The new tree for Valencia will be getting planted by the end of March 2023.  OCC would appreciate any assistance we can offer to maintain this tree for the first three years such as watering the tree.  All agreed that a request for volunteers should go in the next Village News.
· Mr P. Baker will be completing the GDPR training on the 6th March 2023.
· The clerk has chased for the defibrillator to be returned and has been informed that potentially it will be returned by the end of March 2023.
· The clerk has been updating the diary for Thames Water and sending it through asking for updates.  At this time, Thames Water has not replied.
· The clerk has chased the Senior Countywide Access Officer with regards to the trees near the Church which is being looked into but no further news at this time.
· The new dog waste bin at the Duchy footpath has now been installed.
· The update to the mandate has now been confirmed by Barclays.
· A letter of thanks on behalf of Bletchingdon Parish Council was sent to the Landlords of the Blacks Head Pub.
· The clerk has researched the defibrillator sign options and shared the information via email prior to the meeting.  All agreed the purchased of the signs as per the email plus one additional sign pointing in the direction of ‘straight ahead’.
021/23	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that he has been speaking with one of our residents with regards to the HGV’s that continue to come through the village, causing vibrations and potential damage to properties along Islip Road.  He will continue to pursue this issue to get the HGV’s rerouted.
· With regards to the new stadium ‘The Triangle’, this has progressed to the next stage as Heads of Terms are now being discussed.
· The 20mph schemes are being rolled out across the County.  With regards to the Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTN’s), there was a big demonstration opposing them and there is anticipation that the new Bus Gates will be met with the same opposition.
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· The new Bus Service in our area is now up and running and he has the intention of using the service in the near future.
022/23	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from A. Sylvester with regards to proposed changes to public footpaths in our Parish.  No objections.
023/23	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that the Concrete enforcement has been appealed.  This is not going to a hearing, the appeal is to be decided on the basis of exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an inspector appointed by the Secretary of State.
· The local plan has been delayed again.  The executives have referred it back to the planning team with no date set yet.
· The Cherwell land supply target has been reviewed and has gone from 3.5 to 5.4 years which was passed by the Executive recently.  This will need approval from the HM Planning Inspectorate, but it does mean that pressure from developers to gain speculative planning permission in our villages should diminish, as they have relied heavily on this for a reason to push through developments.
· There are Coronation Grants available.
· The next Full Council Meeting is being held on Monday 27th February 2023.
024/23	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action required.
b) Coronation Celebration Grant.  All agreed the clerk should share this information with the BCF who are working with volunteers in the Village to put on an event for Bletchingdon.
025/23	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger reported that all of the Green Square Accord residents at The Row are moving in the next couple of weeks, which will leave their properties vacant.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – As previously discussed, the new service is up and running which the Transport Representative has been asking for feedback of.
d) Bletchingdon School – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the public consultation meeting went well with approximately 50 residents attending.  Following this, the NP committee had a meeting with the consultants and advised that the next stage is to send a questionnaire out to all residents, which is currently being drafted.

8:10pm – Cllr M. Whitehead arrived.

f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported that he will liaise with P. Lawson as it appears stone wall entrances can be built through permitted development, if built to a particular scale.
g) Communication – The clerk reported that the next deadline for the Village News is the 20th March 2023 so any suggestions need to be submitted before then.
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h) Traffic Calming – Zebra Crossing – The clerk chased D. Catling and copied in both Steven Chandler and Andrew Gant.  The clerk received a call from Alice Pitts-Pitts at OCC, to confirm it is being looked into as a priority.
Full width speed humps – The clerk reported there is still no update from D. Catling.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The clerk reported there has been no further news at this time.  County Cllr N. Simpson said he would make some enquiries on our behalf.
i) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward which was objected to by the Parish Council.
Cherwell Concrete – The enforcement notice has been appealed.  District Cllr G. Coton confirmed she will provide the link in order to submit our objections to the Planning Inspectorate where the clerk will re-iterate the reasons given for the refusal of the planning application.  A discussion was held and correspondence shared from a concerned parishioner, who is also asking for environmental services to come out and test the sound levels.  District Cllr G. Coton will also follow this up.
k) Installation of artificial lawn – Cllr C. Lane reported that unfortunately the individual who was installing the lawn, is still unwell and unable to do it for the foreseeable future.  Therefore he will investigate alternative installers.
l) Community Fitness Area – Cllr D. Ledger reported there is no further news at this time.
m) Maintenance around Village Hall – The clerk reported that the re-imbursement for the grass cutting around the Village Hall has been received and no further action is required.
n) Tree Maintenance – The tree work has been completed on The Green and the final jobs at the Recreation Ground are in hand.  No further action.
o) The Slipe – Cllr C. Lane shared a draft reply email to be sent to all of the BCF Trustees, with the Cllrs prior to the meeting.  All approved this draft should be sent.  The clerk is also to look into the possibility that the gated access to The Slipe may have been there long enough to make it a legal right of way.
p) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane reported that there is progress being made with the insurance claim.  An offer has been made for the wall and they are now looking at making an offer for the gate.
q) Damage to grass verge opposite the Co-op – Cllr C. Lane reported that the additional posts can be installed with the others at no extra cost.  The only additional cost will be for the posts themselves.
r) Heathfield – It was reported that a number of mobile homes/caravans are currently being sold in a manner that suggests they can be permanent residences instead of holiday homes, which would be breaching the planning conditions set by CDC.  The clerk is to write to the CDC enforcement team with the Cllrs concerns.
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s) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for February 2023 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Purchase
	Co-op – Purchase of 1st Class stamps for Parish Council
	General Admin
	025/23/s
	£7.60
	£0.00
	£7.60

	Bank TF
	Community First Oxfordshire – Neighbourhood Plan consultants
	Neighbourhood Planning
	025/23/s
	£2,363.00
	£472.60
	£2,835.60

	Bank TF
	OALC – payment for online Data Protection training for P. Baker
	General Admin
	025/23/s
	£30.00
	£6.00
	£36.00


The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd February 2023 for £40.67 including VAT of £6.78.  
026/23	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/03292/F & 22/03539/LB – Manor Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Installation of conservation rooflights in existing building.  Approved.
22/03554/F – 6 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Two storey extension.  Approved.
22/03587/F – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Addition of a water basin with a fountain sculpture west of the house.  Approved.
23/00039/TCA – 1 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – T1 x Chesnut – Reduce the height of the canopy by up to 2 meters and crown raise to up to 3 meters.  Approved.	
b) Planning Applications Received: 
23/00074/DISC – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Discharge of conditions 9 (plumbing), and 10 (historic floors) of 18/01970/LB.  No objections.
23/00143/DISC – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Discharge of conditions 6 (subterranean works), and 11 (lift insertion method statement) of 18/01970/LB.  No objections.
23/00142/DISC – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3DW – Discharge of condition 6 (subterranean works) of 18/01969/F.  No objections.
22/03719/OUT – Gurbax Singh, OS Parcels 7977 8962 and 9553, Lince Lane, Kirtlington - Erection of 9 no new live/work units, each with C3 residential and integral B1 office – on former quarry land/more recently agricultural use site – all matters reserved except for access.  Objections. This development is detrimental to the open country side and the plan for work from home gives a developer an advantage to reach approval but we have seen this sort of approval get abused in 
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the past where these conditions soon get lifted.  This is a completely inappropriate development in the open countryside with a total lack of information for example no ecology report. 
027/23	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from Ryan Mumford with regards to parking issues around the Co-op and an offer to assist.  All agreed the clerk is to reply with thanks and accept their offer.
c) An email from the BCF offering support with regards to the Coronation.  All agreed the clerk should let the BCF know about the grant available.
d) An email from Megan Bickerton with regards to proposals for RAF Brize Norton.  No further action.
e) An email from Helen Marshall, CPRE, with details of consultations taking place in Oxfordshire soon.  No further action.  Cllr D. Ledger reported that he attended the online meeting and has agreed to remain in the group for future discussions.
028/23	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Trees on Islip Road.  A discussion was had about the two trees on Islip Road near the bend and if the PC should protect them.  All agreed this should be done and a request to investigate their condition as they appear to need some care.  The clerk is to contact Highways and CDC accordingly.
· At the junction to Hampdon Gay, there are some large potholes to be reported by the clerk via Fix My Street.
· The ‘dug outs’ have been done since the bad accident that happened at the bottom of the hill on Springwell Road.  However, following a discussion, it was agreed that the clerk will contact Highways to request drainage is put there instead of dug outs because this is an annual, ongoing problem.
· To prevent cars from parking on the pavement by the Village Hall, it was suggested that the picnic benches could be placed between the bollards to act as a deterrent if necessary.
· The village sign as you enter the village from Enslow has still not been returned by the developers.  The clerk will follow this up again.
029/23 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 22nd March 2023.                                                                                                             
030/23	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 29th March 2023 7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

Meeting Ended: 9:25pm.
