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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 30th November 2022 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, County Cllr N. Simpson and Parishioner A. Maclachlan.
	
158/22	Apologies: Cllr M. Whitehead, District Cllrs G. Coton and A. Patrick.
159/22	Declarations of Interest: None.
160/22 Public Participation: A. Maclachlan, Public Transport Representative (PTR).
161/22	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2022:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.
162/22 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk chased up the bottle banks and there has been progress within the legal department.
· The clerk put our ‘unknown Tommy’ on Finger Piece for a period of two weeks.
· The clerk chased for defibrillator to be returned.  This is pending a visit from a special engineer from Germany who is the only person qualified to repair it.  He is expected in the UK end Nov/beg Dec.
· The clerk attended the virtual Parish Liaison meeting on the 17th November 2022 and gave a summary of that meeting to the Cllrs.
· The clerk also attended the TVP meeting on the 23rd November virtually and gave a summary of that meeting to the Cllrs.
· The clerk sent Thames Water a diary record of the bad smells.  The replied to say they would revisit again but that it might be a drainage problem.  County Cllr N. Simpson advised he is aware of a similar situation at a different Parish.  The intermittent smell is most likely caused by blockages which cause sewerage to rise up after/during heavy rain periods and not a problem with the soakaways.  He requested a copy of the email correspondence so that he can offer assistance in getting this resolved.  The clerk will send this.
· Following the audit check, the clerk has completed the work set out by Navitas Design Ltd to get our website accessibility improved and has updated the statement accordingly.
· The clerk added items the Editor wanted added to the Village News page on our website.
· The clerk reported the breeze block wall at the junction to Heathfield on Islip Road, to the enforcement team but the reply was to say that if it is 1m high or less, then it may be permitted development.  Highways are going to investigate and report back.  A discussion was also had with regards to a right hand turning lane being necessary for safety in that area.  The clerk is to work with the chairman and contact Highways.
· The clerk shared a list of the proposed meeting dates for 2023.  All approved the meeting dates and the relevant booking form will be completed and sent to the Village Hall by the clerk.
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· The clerk also advised that OALC offer training for Cllrs at competitive rates.  For example, data protection training.  All agreed, this should be offered to the Editor of the Village News.  Cllr D. Ledger will also follow up with the Editor to make sure the appropriate response to article submissions via email, is automatically sent.
163/22	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported on the cabinet meeting held on the 29th November 2022.  The response to the Oxford travel plans, in particular the bus gates, is proving very divisive.  These are having a huge, negative impact on the lives and businesses of local people which is causing a lot of upset.  Despite all of this, the plans were still approved.  
· Child services are suffering and needs more focus, for example on the special education needs, but currently the resources are not there.
· With regards to the budget, an increase of 5% has been approved for precept requests.  They are also looking at their assets to get better value for money from them for example, by generating additional income.
· The CDC Local plan has been delayed until mid-January 2023.
· There was a Home Office meeting to discuss the housing of illegal immigrants. The current capacity is 160 but they are looking into ways to increase this capacity which will take time due to procedures such as planning applications.
· Vision Zero was on the agenda, with the aim of achieving 0% of road deaths by 2050.
· Cherwell Larder is expecting a large delivery of food just before Christmas and he will share some links for the Parish Council to share with our parishioners.
· The zero emissions zones are experiencing problems due to the barriers being repeatedly vandalised.
· With regards to the work place parking levy, people will be charged in the future.
· He has been in touch with residents who raised concerns with regards to planning application number 22/02887/F, which has been approved despite numerous objections.  The Parish Council will closely monitor this to ensure the conditions of approval are followed and he confirmed he will challenge the decision with Highways.
164/22	OCC Correspondence:
a) HAF days email link sent by County Cllr N. Simpson.- All to share with the community.
165/22	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr A. Patrick shared a report from CDC via email.  He advised that there is a food voucher scheme for all that receive housing benefits.  They will be contacted directly and will receive a food voucher in the value of £100.
· A National Campaign will begin soon that there will be a requirement for photo ID for voting purposes.  More details on this will follow.
166/22	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action required.
b) An email from CDC with details of a planning enforcement seminar, virtual meeting on the 5th December 2022 from 2pm.  The clerk is unable to attend but the meeting is going to be recorded so the clerk will request a copy of the recording.
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167/22	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger has taken a step back from this for now as there is little more at this stage that the Parish Council can do.  
b) Green Bletchingdon – Parishioner A. Maclachlan has now shared with the clerk, the additional links and information to be added to the Green Bletchingdon page of the PC website, which was previously approved by the Cllrs.  These are simple things people can do in their homes along with other energy saving initiatives.  She also reported that there is a company based in Oxford called Low Carbon Hub who provide and install community energy schemes such as solar panels or wind farms.  A member of the Green Bletchingdon Group has taken the training offered by the Low Carbon Hub company to help promote their business.  She asked if there were any events in the Village where this company could be promoted and the Cllrs suggested this could take place in the café.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – PTR A. Maclachlan reported on the latest news for the 250 bus service.  The good news is that the condition on the S106 money that was ringfenced for an evening service, has been amended so that it can now contribute towards a new service.  The actual sum available has been confirmed as £62,800.  The length of service this sum of money would allow the existing service continue is only 13 weeks (based on £70,000).  Because there have been delays in the tendering process for the new DTR service, the existing service will continue until the 2nd April 2023.  She is requesting better communication and a meeting with the relevant Cllrs to explain to the residents how this new service will work.  She will report again when she has more information.  Cllr C. Lane thanked the PTR for all of her efforts.
d) Bletchingdon School Hedge replacement – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that good progress has been made.  There was research done into the options available for consultants and the best value for money which has been recommended by multiple other Parishes and sits within the maximum grant funding available, is Community First Oxfordshire.  All approved this firm and for the NP group to proceed with grant applications. They hope to launch properly in January 2023.
f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported that the benefactor has confirmed he is happy to pay for a red phone box to contain a new defibrillator but that this will proceed when the pub refurbishment is going ahead.  A discussion was then had about the two horse chestnut trees on the public footpath between the Church and the Graveyard.  The benefactor believes they are the responsibility of the Church.  Cllr D. Ledger will enquire with the Church Warden for confirmation.  But as these trees are on a public footpath, are they the responsibility of the Highways?  The clerk will also make enquiries.
g) Communication – A draft article for the village news was shared with the Cllrs prior to the deadline and approved by all.
h) Traffic Calming –
Full width speed humps – Still no information from Dave Catling.  County Cllr N. Simpson will ask again and also get in touch with Mike Wasley.  The main concern is the condition of the zebra crossing which is very dangerous in its current condition, especially at this time of year.  All agreed if a response is not received 
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and action taken soon, the Parish Council should write to the Chief Executive to expedite things.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The application is still progressing and the consultation period ends on the 7th December 2022.
i) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – An enforcement notice has now been served.
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation.
Ingleby Farm – Planning application approved, case closed.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward which was objected to by the Parish Council.
k) Recreation Ground maintenance, installation of artificial lawn, and Community Fitness Area – The clerk has been keeping in touch with Kompan Ltd and they have now said they will be coming in early December to finish the work.  Cllr C. Lane reported that D. Higgins hopes to find time to install the artificial lawn in December.  Cllr D. Ledger reported that he is still clarifying the ownership of the proposed land site for the Community Fitness Area before he will look into any quotes and/or potential grants.
l) Maintenance around Village Hall – The clerk reported that the final invoice for the year from Green Scythe Ltd has now been received so that the clerk can invoice the Village Hall for the grass cutting done on their behalf.  
m) Tree Maintenance – Cllr C. Lane reported that there was only one quote received for the final tree work needed, which was a reasonable price so the clerk can ask them to proceed.  Cllr C. Lane will liaise with the Sports and Social Club to complete the mulching accordingly. 
n) The Slipe – A reply email has been received which was discussed.  All agreed the lack of progress is not acceptable but the best course of action is to look into this again in the New Year.
o) Clerks review – Cllr C. Lane requested that a review of the clerks work for the last 6 months be discussed.  All agreed that they are fully satisfied with everything and thanked the clerk for her hard work.
p) Damage to the Sports and Social Club (S&SC) wall and gate – Cllr C. Lane has been working with the insurance companies to get the necessary repairs done which were caused by a HGV.  There have been issues with the insurance company who are refusing to liaise with Cllr C. Lane as they are saying that they can only speak with the owner.  The clerk is to send Cllr C. Lane a copy of the tenancy agreement which will hopefully prove that the Parish Council are the owners and therefore they can speak to the chairman of the Parish Council.
q) Damage to grass verge opposite the Co-op – The grass verge at the junction of Valencia and Station Road opposite the Co-op is getting severely damaged due to people parking there.  All approved for Cllr C. Lane to source posts similar to others placed opposite the coop and obtain quotes to install them.  He will also put some grass seed down in the spring to help regrowth.  
r) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for November 2022 and December 2022 were all approved by the Parish Council.
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November 2022

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Navitas Design Ltd – 1 year hosting and domain name registration.
	General Admin
	This minute
	£53.99
	£10.80
	£64.79

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for October 2022.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This minute
	£297.79
	£59.56
	£357.35

	Bank TF
	Navitas Design Ltd – Website Accessibility Audit and advice.
	General Admin
	This minute
	£107.55
	£21.51
	£129.06

	Bank TF
	C & S Lane – Supply of 2 x large padlocks for the storage container
	General Admin
	This minute
	£100.00
	£20.00
	£120.00

	Bank TF
	C & S Lane – Replace and install posts on the Finger Piece
	Grounds Maintenance
	This minute
	£60.00
	£12.00
	£72.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd November 2022 for £41.75 including VAT.  
December 2022
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF
	Kompan Ltd – Phase 2 repair work due to be completed in December 2022.
	Parks Trees and Open Spaces
	This minute
	£803.64
	£160.72
	£964.36

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerk’s salary for October, November & December 2022
	Clerks Salary
	This minute
	£1,584.20
	£0.00
	£1,584.20

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax payment for clerk’s salary
	Clerks Salary
	This minute
	£101.80
	£0.00
	£101.80

	Card Payment
	SLCC – Annual membership fee
	General Admin
	This minute
	£139.00
	£0.00
	£139.00



The estimated Direct Debit to BT due on or just after the 23rd December 2022 is £41.75.
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s) Budget for 2023/2024 – The clerk met with Cllr D. Ledger to discuss the draft budget plans for 2023/2024 prior to this meeting.  The new budget was discussed and the following changes to last year’s budget were agreed;
The general admin budget will be increased by 8%, based on the current rate of inflation.  
The grounds maintenance budget has been increased by 1.75% in line with the current 3 year agreement.
The dog bin emptying and purchase budget was increased by £300 to allow for the increased number of bins being emptied.  
The tree works budget was reduced to £1,000 as tree work of c£3,000 is only due every c3 years.  Therefore a rolling £1,000 budget should be sufficient.
The Neighbourhood Plan budget was increased by £1,000 as a contingency.
All other budgets will remain the same.
The VAT claim received in the year 2022/2023 was £2,235.  
The total budget requirement for 2023/2024 is £24,870.  Less the VAT claim of £2,235 already received, makes a total precept requirement of £22,635.
These budget plans and the precept request were all approved by all Cllrs.
168/22	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/03167/TCA – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH - T1 x silver birch – Fell.  Approved.
22/02297/F – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Agricultural Storage Building – resubmission of 22/00724/F.  Approved.
22/02906/F – Land adjacent to Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – Single storey two bedroom dwelling, garden and parking spaces linked to a private drive off the existing farm access road.  Refused.
22/02887/F – Land opposite ‘Hillcrest’, Islip Road, Bletchingdon – Creation of Field Access from Islip Road.  Approved.  A discussion was had about the approval of this application and the response from Highways.  County Cllr N. Simpson confirmed he will follow up on behalf of the Parish Council.
22/02243/LB – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – To lift, level and repair the first floor floorboards where necessary.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
22/03167/TCA – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Silver Birch – Fell.  No objections.
22/03271/CLUE – Robin Investments Ltd – Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR - Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use of ten flats/cottages/apartments for permanent resident use, having been used for such purpose for over 10 years in breach of relevant planning conditions.  Objections on the grounds that this is a retrospective application and the original conditions to use these buildings as holiday homes rather than permanent residences should have been adhered to. If the application is to be approved, will CDC go to inspect the properties to ensure that they are of a fit standard for long term tenancies?  If and when the existing tenants leave of their own free will, will the units revert to holiday lets?
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22/03223/TCA – Katie Lawrence – Briar Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Beech tree – Reduce height up to 2m and clear branches touching neighbours out building.  No objections.
22/03374/TCA – Jon Eilbeck – Winterlake, Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon OX5 3HG – T1 x Ash – Fell to ground level and remove all arisings.  T2 x Elder- Fell to ground and remove all arisings.  Replace with 2 x wild cherry.  No objections.
22/03292/F & 22/03539/LB – Liz Ripley – Manor Barn, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Installation of conservation rooflights in existing building.  No objections.
22/03554/F – Mr Nigel Crawley – 6 Valencia Close, Bletchingdon OX5 3DF – Two storey rear extension.  No objections.
169/22	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from Tod Ridgway and another from Scott Barnes in response to our letter about parking near Church Walk.  The Parish Council will continue to monitor the situation.
c) Email correspondence between Willow Cottage and local residents, that the parish council were copied into.  No further action.
d) An email from Helen Oldfield from Deddington Parish Council with regards to their NP.  No further action.
e) An email from David Rogers with regards to the Botley West Solar Farm plans.  A discussion was had about the plans.  There is concern over the size of the proposal which is huge and estimated to be the 3rd biggest in Europe.  The clerk will add comments to this proposal to this effect.
170/22	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· All approved the purchase of a new dog waste bin on the Duchy estate.  The clerk has approval to purchase a larger model as this is a frequent dog walking site.
· Cllr C. Lane has located the marquees and is arranging for their return shortly.  These will be stored in the new storage unit which is kept locked with a combination lock that only he and the Sports and Social Club know.
171/22 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 4th January 2023.                                                                                                             
172/22	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as 11th January 2023 at 7:30pm at the Village Hall.
Meeting Ended: 9:40pm.
