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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th October 2022 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr N. Morris, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr G. Coton and Parishioners P. Baker and S. Dunne.
	
143/22	Apologies: Cllr C. Lane and District Cllr A. Patrick.
144/22	Declarations of Interest: None.
145/22 Public Participation: Parishioners P. Baker and S. Dunne.
146/22	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th September 2022:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr M. Whitehead.
147/22 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk reported that she had received an email from District Cllr A. Patrick to advise that he has chased up the bottle banks for us.  The clerk has had no response from the gas company yet. 
· The clerk reported that she has not been able to get the defibrillator back yet but has secured a loan unit in the meantime.  Their engineers need time to investigate the faults before returning to us which could be up to 5 weeks.
· The clerk attended the Local Plan workshop provided by CDC, virtually.
· The clerk wrote to the four neighbouring houses close to Church Walk to request that they allow room for pedestrians to use the allocated walk way.
· With regards to the bad smell along Station Road/Oxford Road, Thame Water have written back to say they have found a blockage and removed it.  The bad smell is still occurring but before they can do anymore for us, the clerk needs to keep a diary record of when the bad smell is occurring.  
· The Quarter 2 figures have been shared with all.  The clerk reminded everyone that next month we will need to discuss next year’s budget.
· The clerk reported that she has had a meeting with Navitas Design Ltd and performed an Accessibility Audit.  There are a few changes to be made at both ends and then our statement can be completed.
148/22	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· With regards to Gosford Hill School, the Department of Further Education may be providing funding for a whole new school.
· There is a meeting being held in the Chesterton Community Hall on the 26th October 2022 at 7pm with the Police and Crime Commissioner, Matthew Barber.
· Complaints received at OCC are up by 60%.
· With regards to budgets, there is a £40m shortfall for adult education and £50m shortfall overall for next year’s budget.
· With regards to the car sales on the High Street, Kidlington, the enforcement team have been made aware and it is being dealt with.
149/22	OCC Correspondence:
a) An email from Paul Fermer, OCC, with an invitation to participate in the national highways and transport representative survey.  No further action.
204.
150/22	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that she has seen that our Neighbourhood Plan is progressing through the process and is currently being considered.
· They had a full council meeting on the 17th October 2022 where four motions were presented.  Two were passed, two were not.  The two that were passed were that CDC is to be a no fracking zone and the other was with regards to water born sewerage, ensuring that our rivers will be cleaned up.  The two that were not passed were with regards to Investment Zones and a Climate and Ecology Bill.
· With regards to Cherwell Concrete, the works are still going ahead but that CDC are working with their legal department to get a strong legal case to close them down.
· There are new outdoor gym grants available which might be of interest to us.
· With regards to the car sales near Islip, the enforcement team are working with Thames Valley Police to progress this case.
· With regards to the Local Plan meeting held on the 19th October 2022, she reported that the next consultation period will be open from 14th December 2022 – 8th February 2023 and that this is our last opportunity to comment on the plan.  Further briefs will be available during this time.  The three main themes at this meeting were on ‘Climate Change’, ‘Economic Sustainability’ and ‘Healthy and Sustainable Communities’.  With regards to rural plans, there are four key locations highlighted for development and that the number of category A villages is being reduced.  They are looking to ensure that there is no development within the Green belt.  New developments in rural areas should be limited to between 50 and 100 new homes.
· Age UK Oxfordshire are working hard to make sure people are aware of their pension credit entitlement.  She will provide us with fliers to be put in the Village Hall, especially during the café opening hours and at the Thursday Club.
151/22	CDC Correspondence:
a) An email from CDC with an invitation to participate in a Peer Challenge event on Thursday 1st December 2022 at 11:30am for an hour.  No further action.
152/22	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger reported that Green Square Accord (GSA) have visited all of the residents now and to the best of his knowledge, so far, two have been offered alternative accommodation nearby.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No Further news at this time, however see correspondence minute reference 154/22/d.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – County Cllr N. Simpson reported some good news with regards to our 250 bus and the remaining £70,000 S106 money which had been reserved to go towards an evening service.  OCC have been in touch with the Duchy and they have agreed to amend this condition so these funds can be used toward the bus service for any time of day.  They are also working on the proposal to replace the 250, which might include Weston on the Green.  
d) Bletchingdon School Hedge replacement – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that they have the general outline of the plan drafted.  Due to the consultants not attending their last meeting as planned, a new virtual meeting is to be held shortly.  The clerk is to contact other clerks for recommendations of firms for consulting.
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f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane sent a report via email to state that there has been no further progress on the new phone booth with defibrillator so he will continue to liaise with P. Lawson.
g) Communication – A discussion was had about the Village News and how best to protect the volunteers who run it, in case of problems in the future.  It was agreed that a disclaimer needs to be written and automatically sent to any company or individual that wishes to have anything included in the Village News. Cllr D. Ledger will assist the editor with this.  It was also agreed that a ‘Mission Statement’ from the Village News will be added to the website.  The clerk will assist the editor with adding this to the site. 
h) Traffic Calming –
Full width speed humps – The clerk continues to chase Dave Catling for this information.  Cllr M. Whitehead asked if increasing the zig zag lines further down the road might be a cheaper alternative?  The clerk will ask Dave Catling.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The clerk reported that she has just received an email reply to our email from three weeks ago.  It confirms that they will progress our application as soon as possible.
i) Plastic Footpath – No further action at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – Planning application received and refused by CDC.  
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation, pending a retrospective planning application.
Ingleby Farm – Under investigation, pending a retrospective planning application.
The clerk has chased the above Ingleby Farm enforcement cases but not had a response yet.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward and is currently being considered by CDC.  
k) Recreation Ground maintenance, installation of artificial lawn, and Adult Gym – 
The clerk has had a productive conversation with Kompan Ltd and hopes to get the final bits finished soon.  Cllr C. Lane reported via email that the artificial lawn should be replaced in about a month’s time. Adult gym. Cllr D. Ledger reported that there would need to be a small change in the lease for this to go ahead and that he has a couple of companies to approach for quotes when the time comes. There are a number of places we can approach for funding.  
l) Maintenance around Village Hall – No further action at this time.  
m) Tree Maintenance – The clerk reported that three tree quotes have been requested and the clerk is awaiting their response.
n) The Slipe – The clerk shared a draft written by Cllr C. Lane in response to the Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF), prior to the meeting.  All agreed to send the draft to all of the Trustees of the BCF.  The clerk will send this.
o) Remembrance Sunday - The clerk has purchased the ‘unknown Tommy for Remembrance Sunday to go on The Green and this is currently stored in the Village Hall.  All agreed this should be placed on the Finger Piece a week prior to Remembrance Sunday and remain in place for two weeks.
p) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for October 2022 were all approved by the Parish Council.
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	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Card Purchase
	Royal British Legion – Unknown Tommy Statue
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£166.66
	£33.34
	£200.00

	Bank TF
	Cherwell District Council  - Emptying dog waste bins
	Dog Bins
	This Minute
	£680.68
	£136.14
	£816.82

	Bank TF
	Samspan Ltd – Purchase of replacement laptop.
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£470.00
	£94.00
	£564.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd October 2022 for £45.83 including VAT.  
153/22	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/02248/LB – 1 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows.  Approved.
22/02122/F – Panthers Hill Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DJ – Two storey side extension and roof extension with associated internal works.  Refused.
22/02116/LB – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Ground floor kitchen, timber lintel to fireplace to be raised to facilitate the installation of an AGA.  Approved.
22/01234/LB – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Removal of cross beam and raise to a higher point in the roof to enable work to continue to vault ceilings – bedrooms 1, 2, 3 and 5.  Approved.
22/02566/F – Oaklands, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Remove existing conservatory and fit new conservatory onto existing base.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
22/03074/TPO – Mrs Cadwallader – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T2 Silver Birch – Fell (Dead) – Subject to TPO 18/2021.  No objections.

8:33pm – Parishioner S. Dunne arrived.

22/03102/F – Bagnall – Land Adjacent to Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – Proposed doggy day care facility along with fenced outdoor play area.  No objections to this application by itself but there are concerns because a number of separate planning applications at this site have been made, therefore the overall impact to this site it hard to determine.  The clerk is to request that the planning officer considers all of the applications as a whole.

8:37pm – County Cllr N. Simpson arrived.
207.

22/03088/F – Mr Steve Dunne – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon Kidlington, OX5 3DP – Demolition of existing dwelling and ancillary buildings and replacement with new dwelling and garage building, associated landscaping and alterations to access.  The PC had a long discussion following the comments received by the Planning Committee and a request by Parishioner S. Dunne to come and address the concerns.  There were no objections to the house but concerns with regards to the public right of way, surface of the access road and trees/bushes being removed.  He confirmed that the surface of the access road would remain similar to what it is now.  He has applied to move the footpath temporarily to ensure pedestrian safety during the build.  The width is currently 6m’s wide which is wide enough to allow 1.5/2m fenced off for pedestrian’s and 4m for vehicles.  

9:06pm – Cllr R. Pirie left the meeting.

There was an error on the plans as the only trees likely to be removed are the fruit trees by the house and his intention is to retain as many of the trees as possible and plant new trees.  All agreed they had no concerns with his application following this discussion.

9:15pm – Parishioner S. Dunne left the meeting.

154/22	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from David Scott with an invitation to attend the next Kidlington and District Community Forum on Wednesday 23rd November 2022 at 7pm which is virtual and in person.  The clerk confirmed she will attend virtually and Cllr M. Whitehead will try to attend in person.
c) A thank you letter from MyVision Oxfordshire for our donation.  No further action.
d) An email from A. Maclachlan with a request for saving energy information to be added to our website.  All agreed they are happy for this to be added to our website.  The clerk is to liaise with A. Maclachlan accordingly. 
155/22	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Cllr C. Lane reported prior via email to the meeting that the dog waste bin opposite the Sports and Social Club, the adjacent stone wall and gate entrance opposite were all damaged by a lorry turning at that point in the road.  He is in the process of claiming the cost of repairs on the driver’s insurance.  The clerk is to assist with providing replacement costs for the dog waste bin and post.
· A couple of bollards have been knocked out on the Finger Piece again.  The clerk is to contact Cllr C. Lane to see if he can arrange for these to be repaired.
· It has been reported that a breeze block wall has been erected at the entrance to Heathfield on the Islip Road, presumably without planning permission as no application has been shared by CDC.  The clerk is to report this to the CDC Enforcement team for investigation.
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156/22 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 23rd November 2022.                                                                                                             
157/22	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as 30th November 2022 at 7:30pm at the Village Hall.
Meeting Ended: 9:40pm.
