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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2022 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, County Cllr N. Simpson, District Cllr A. Patrick and Parishioners A. Maclachlan and F. Teddy.
	
128/22	Apologies: Cllr N. Morris & District Cllr G. Coton.
129/22	Declarations of Interest: Cllr C. Lane with regards to planning application number 22/02906/F.
130/22 Public Participation: A. Maclachlan Public Transport Representative (PTR) and F. Teddy.
131/22	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th August 2022:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.
132/22 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk confirmed that the defibrillator was collected on the 26th September 2022 for the software upgrade as planned.  It was only supposed to be gone for a few days but the clerk received an email today to say that the device was going to be held for up to 5 weeks for further investigation but no further explanation was provided.  The clerk is going to contact the company and seek a better explanation and inform them we cannot be without our device for this long without a good reason.
· A ‘Dignity at Work’ policy was necessary following our ‘Civility and Respect’ pledge.  The clerk created this and shared for approval prior to the meeting.  All approved this new policy which will be adopted with effect from today.
· The Local Plan workshop provided by CDC was postponed till the 19th October 2022.  The clerk intends to attend virtually, and Cllr C. Lane and Cllr R. Pirie will attend in person.
· The clerk reported that the hedges outside of Quincotts are now cut back and suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to them.  All approved this action.
· The clerk has tried to seek alternative Internal Auditor quotes.  So far, only one quote has been received to date which is similar in cost to what we have paid before.  All agreed that the clerk should reply and accept his offer
· The clerk reported the bin issue and dumped waste to Green Square Accord (GSA) but has only had an acknowledgement to our email to date, with no confirmed action.  The clerk will continue to monitor the situation.
· Thame Water have confirmed they will investigate the report of a bad smell outside Stoneacre House and Station Road.  The clerk will chase for an update.
· With regards to the anti-social behaviour reported around the Village Hall, the parishioner replied to say she has called 101 already but was told that the area of land is complicated and considered private land, therefore police will not attend.  All agreed this does not seem accurate.
· With regards to the bottle banks, still no further progress has been made.  District Cllr A. Patrick offered to assist with CDC.  The clerk will forward him the emails for 
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his information.  It was also agreed that the clerk will follow up with the gas company too.
133/22	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson has received some of the further breakdown we have requested of Dave Catling, in hard copy format.  The clerk is to scan a copy to share with all Cllrs, to keep on record.  This breakdown refers to the costs for increasing the parking outside of the Co-op.  His advice is to continue chasing Dave Catling for the other information we need.
· The 2050 plan is no longer going ahead and at this time, there is no overall vision for Oxfordshire County Council.  Therefore, Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan is the point of reference.
· Adult education in Kidlington will cease next week.  The last remaining site is based at Abingdon and Witney College which will be due for review in 2024.
· The bus gates on Oxford is part of the aim to get all people out of their cars.  Local residents are being given 100 bus tickets however, this is not sufficient for those working full time in Oxford.  Cars will be forced out on to the ring road if travelling by car, which will cause more congestion there.  He is working hard to highlight these issues to the planners.
134/22	OCC Correspondence:
a) Traffic Filter brochure. – See also correspondence c).  
135/22	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr A. Patrick reported that with regards to the cars at Islip, despite fixed penalty notices going up, the cars are still there at the moment.  He is working hard to get these cars removed.  He is going to chase for an update as he has not had one for about a month.
· There was some good news with regards to the Concrete application which was refused however the next steps are not clear.  Their legal department is discussing the best way to proceed which could be through the environment agency.  He will keep us updated.  
· With regards to HGV’s coming through the Village, this issue is being raised with the Highways department to try and redirect them away from all surrounding Villages.
136/22	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  No further action.
137/22	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger report that he has chased Yvonne Rees for an update as nothing further appears to have happened, which District Cllr A. Patrick echoed.  District Cllr A. Patrick will also follow up with Yvonne Rees.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No Further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – PTR A. Maclachlan reported that a number of people are raising concerns since the petition to save our 250 bus service went public.  She has written an article for the Village News to explain the facts of what has happened and what is happening whilst also acknowledging there are still a number of unanswered questions.  Potentially, the service may continue through Diamond until March 2023.  There is a meeting taking place next week with neighbouring villages to address this situation.  The Parish Council thanked A. Maclachlan for her efforts.
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d) Bletchingdon School Hedge replacement – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the consultation period has come to an end and no objections to the plan were raised.  They are considering obtaining the services of a consultant and are therefore looking into what funding might be available in addition to what has already been set aside, to contribute towards this cost.  
f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported that the request for an additional defibrillator to be positioned near the bus shelter has not progressed any further since our last meeting.  He will contact Mr Lawson for an update.
g) Communication – The article from the Parish Council for the Village News was shared prior to the deadline and approved by all.  Cllr C. Lane added that he would like a copy of the letter of condolence sent by the Parish Council to His Majesty the King, be included in the next edition which was also approved by all.  The clerk will include this in the next article.
h) Traffic Calming –
Full width speed humps – The advice from County Cllr N. Simpson is to continue chasing Dave Catling for a breakdown.  
20 MPH Speed Limit – Highways sent a revised map where they propose the new speed limits should go, which was circulated for the Cllrs to consider.  This was approved by all and the advice from County Cllr N. Simpson is to respond as quickly as possible so that Highways can hopefully include us sooner rather than later.
i) Plastic Footpath – Cllr C. Lane reported that the permanent footpath has been included in the plans for the new houses so this will be dealt with.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Green Barn, Ingleby Farm – Planning application received and refused by CDC.  The clerk will seek an update. 
Annex, Ingleby Farm – Under investigation, pending a retrospective planning application.
Ingleby Farm – Under investigation, pending a retrospective planning application.
New House, St. Giles – This case is now closed as the planning application was amended to rectify the situation.  No further action.
Diamond Farm – Under investigation.  A planning application has been put forward and is currently being considered by CDC.  Please see minute reference 137/22/b for comments raised by the planning committee and Parish Council.
k) New Storage Unit – Cllr C. Lane reported that the land behind the Sports and Social Club (SSC) was successfully levelled, and the unit is now in place.  There has been a request made by the SSC that the Parish Council purchase a heavy-duty combination lock to ensure the property within the storage unit is secure.  All approved this and Cllr C. Lane will arrange this.
l) Recreation Ground maintenance, installation of artificial lawn, and Adult Gym – The clerk reported that she is liaising with Kompan Ltd to ensure all works are completed before payment is made.  Cllr C. Lane will follow up on the repairs to the lawn and removing of weeds from Annesley Close.  Both Cllr C. Lane and Cllr D. Ledger have researched into the ownership of the land where the playground at Springwell Close is.  This land is owned by the Duchy, which was leased to 
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Green Square Accord (GSA) who have sublet this to CDC.  It may be possible to arrange for GSA to transfer the sublease from CDC to the Parish Council.  In the meantime, Cllr D. Ledger will get some quotes for possible Adult Gym equipment and investigate possible grants to add to our funding.
m) Maintenance around Village Hall – No further action at this time.  
n) Tree Maintenance – Cllr C. Lane reported that this time of year is best for carrying on with the remainder of the tree work from last year’s tree survey.  All agreed that the clerk should obtain 3 comparative quotes and Cllr C. Lane will assist with that.
o) The Slipe – The clerk and Cllr C. Lane are to draft a letter of reply for everyone’s approval.  It was also discussed if it would be helpful to have a discussion with the Bletchingdon Community Foundation face to face.  All agreed to include an invitation to one of our meetings in the letter.
p) Remembrance Sunday – The clerk reported that she has researched other options in comparison to the Royal British Legion shop, but that the Royal British Legion shop appear to provide the best quality.  As the price is reasonable at £175, all approved the clerk can purchase this option.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for September 2022 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF 
	My Vision Oxfordshire - Donation
	Donations
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Bank TF
	Fiona Mason – Clerk’s salary for July, August & September 2022
	Clerk’s Salary
	This Minute
	£1,584.20
	£0.00
	£1584.20

	Bank TF
	HMRC – Income Tax payment for clerk’s salary
	Clerk’s Salary
	This Minute
	£101.80
	£0.00
	£101.80

	Bank TF
	Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting for August.
	Grounds Maintenance
	This Minute
	£279.79
	£59.56
	£357.35

	Bank TF
	David Higgins – Preparation of ground for new storage unit
	New Storage Unit funds & Grounds Maintenance 
	This Minute
	£450.00
	£0.00
	£450.00

	Bank TF
	Sam Lane – Assisting with placing new storage unit and preparation of land
	New Storage Unit funds
	This Minute
	£100.00
	£0.00
	£100.00

	Bank TF
	Re-imbursement to Colban Ltd for delivery and purchase of a new storage unit provided by SOS Ltd
	New Storage Unit funds
	This Minute
	£3,550.00
	£710.00
	£4,260.00

	Bank TF
	Re-imbursement to Colban Ltd to cutting back the shoots at the base of the trees on The Green.
	Tree works and other open spaces expenses.
	This Minute
	£80.00
	£16.00
	£96.00


The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd September 2022 for £45.47 including VAT.  
8:40pm – Parishioner F. Teddy arrived.
138/22	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/02336/TCA – Mymms Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH–T1 x Lawson Cypress – Fell.  Approved.
22/02290/TCA – 4 Home Farm Cottages, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DD – T1 x Cherry Tree – Reduce the tree back to pollard points up to 4m.  Approved.
22/01911/F – Green Barn, Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3ET – Refused.
21/02214/F – Cherwell Concrete, Enslow Warf, Station Road, Enslow –Retrospective – Operational development for the installation and operation of conveyor, hoppers and tank storage plant for concrete distribution. Refused.
22/01903/F – Ingleby Farm, Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow, OX5 3ET–Single storey garden studio/outbuilding within the curtilage of the existing dwelling/house. Approved.
22/001507/REM – Station House, Station Road, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3AX–Reserved matters application to 20/02372/OUT–appearance, landscaping, layout and scale and the full discharge of condition 5 (desktop and site walk over report). Approved.
22/02251/LB – 4 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN-Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows. Approved.
22/02247/LB – 6 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN-Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows. Approved.
22/01846/TPO – Allotments, Oxford Road, Bletchingdon–Lime x 5/Field maple x8. Raise crown height overhanging layby to 4 meters high and over Oxford Road to an approximate height of 5 meters from ground level (statutory highway height clearance) Contract specifics: The work will primarily target the removal or pruning of secondary branches, entire branch removal will be kept to a minimum to achieve the necessary height. Approved.
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22/02152/LB – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP–New timber stud wall to be constructed in the ground floor living room to reinstate the original timber partition wall which was once present. Approved.
22/02292/LB – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP-Bedroom 5 stud wall to be removed. Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
22/02389/OUT – Dan Simmonds – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX –Variation of Condition 4 (plans) of 19/01568/OUT – alter location of the single storey rear extension to the existing house.  No objections.
22/02566/F – Oaklands, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Remove existing conservatory and fit new conservatory onto existing base.  No objections.
22/02844/CLUE – Robin Investments Ltd – Caravan and Camping Park, Diamond Farm, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DR – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use for the permanent siting of any residential caravans.  Object.  Is this permission for 1 caravan or multiple?  It does appear that this is more than regularising somewhere for a manager to live.  The application is in the plural for “residential caravans” which will end up turning a perfectly good transient holiday campsite into a residential caravan homes park.  The legal text is very dense but it does seem to suggest that this is an attempt to legalise residential caravans.  Wider impact consideration should be given by the authorities if adding permanent residents to our community in this way happens, for example the impact to our infrastructure.
22/02887/F – Mr Mina Louka – Street Record, Islip Road, Bletchingdon – Creation of field access from Islip Road.  A discussion was had as a number of concerns and objections have been raised by residents, the Planning Committee and the Parish Council.  Objections.  There is concern that this land has been purchased by a property developer who appears to be using the planning laws to gain one element at a time, ultimately to open up the site for development by creating a new access point.  The existing access for arable use is perfectly sufficient and is well known as agricultural access by the residents and by its very nature is safe and relevant to the land usage as it is.  The owner is not land locked.
At no point in the application does it state why this land needs a new access, what types of vehicles require access, or what the frequency, routine and purpose is.  It also fails to explain how vehicles will access the site via a closed gate safely and how this will impact the highway and safety on what we know to be a very narrow, risky and congested stretch of road.  
Whilst it may be a lawful application in its individual state, it does not provide a design and access statement.  Planning and Highways need to be very joined up here otherwise this could evolve into a busy junction onto Islip Road which raises many concerns about road safety.

8:55pm - Parishioners F. Teddy and A. Maclachlan PTR, left the meeting.

22/2906/F – Bagnall – Land adjacent to stockyard buildings, Station Road, Enslow –Single storey two-bedroom dwelling, garden and parking spaces linked to a private drive off the existing farm access road.  A discussion was had following the objections raised by the Planning Committee.  It was agreed that the Parish Council 
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have no option but to object to the application as there is no detailed business plan and therefore no justification for the need for a new dwelling.  Should a more 
detailed business plan be provided, the Parish Council would be happy to revisit the application.
22/02929/TPO – Allotments, Oxford Road, Bletchingdon – T1 (plane) – remove lower subsiding branch to northeast; remove x2 lower branches to east; remove lower branch to south. Raise the remaining crown height to approximately 5 meters high, primarily targeting the removal or pruning of secondary branches to achieve necessary height – subject to TPO 01/2011.  No objections.
139/22	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from Sara Butler where we have been copied into correspondence, she has sent to the Co-op Manager.  No further action.
c) An email from Craig Rossington from OCC with regards to the Oxford Transport Proposals.  The clerk will respond.
d) An email from the Oxford Treescapes Project with details of an event coming up on the 15thOctober 2022.  No further action.
e) An email from CPRE with details of a webinar they are hosting which will provide a guide to responding to planning applications within the greenbelt.  Cllr D. Ledger asked if he could attend this on behalf of the NP and Parish Council, all agreed.
f) An email from Sean Wilcox with a suggestion with regards to the Village Hall and helping those in need, keep warm.  A discussion was had as the Parish Council support the idea, but the decision lies with the BCF and Village Hall committee.  All agreed the clerk should reply with our support and explain whom he should contact.  The clerk should also remind him of the Charity who could support any family or individual financially if they apply and are eligible.
g) An email from the EWR Company with an invitation to attend a webinar with regards to the plans to upgrade the existing railway between Oxford and Bicester.  No further action.
h) Cllr D. Ledger received a letter from a resident about a couple of things.  Firstly, with regards to the road approaching Church Walk.  People are parking on the corner and blocking the area of road marked off for pedestrians.  All agreed the clerk should write to the homeowners of The Corner House and request that they leave enough room for wheelchair/pushchair access when parking there as this is a Health and Safety issue for pedestrians.  Secondly, she asked if a dog waste bin could be placed at the entrance to the Duchy Field.  All agreed to this.   The clerk will contact CDC to request that this bin be added to their collection list and Cllr C. Lane will see if the old bin from Weston Road can be used here.

9:20pm - District Cllr A. Patrick left the meeting.

140/22	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· The clerk reported that she has been experiencing increasingly poor performance from the Parish Council laptop.  The current laptop in use is approximately 8 years old.  Cllr D. Robins agreed to take a look at it and see if 
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he can improve it.   If it is confirmed as ‘not fit for purpose’, he will research and purchase an alternative one.  All agreed this course of action.  The clerk will liaise with Cllr. D. Robins accordingly.
141/22 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Thursday 13th October 2022.                                                                                                             
142/22	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as 20th October 2022 at 7:30pm at the Village Hall.
Meeting Ended: 9:30pm.
