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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 25th August 2022 at 7:30pm
Present: Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr D. Robins, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr R. Pirie, County Cllr N. Simpson District Cllr G. Coton, and Parishioners R & S Dale.
	
113/22	Apologies: Cllr N. Morris
114/22	Declarations of Interest: None.
115/22 Public Participation: R. Dale.
116/22	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th July 2022:   The Minutes were approved by all and signed by Cllr C. Lane.

For the record, Cllr C. Lane asked if everyone was happy for agenda item number 9 to be 
brought forward for the benefit of our parishioners.  All agreed.  Please refer to minute 
reference 123/22.

At 7:45pm, Parishioners R & S Dale left the meeting.

117/22 Clerks update on action points (not covered in Parish matters):  
· The clerk wrote a new email to the new Planning Officer with regards to the Parish Councils objections and concerns with planning application 21/02214/F.  District Cllr G. Coton asked for a copy of this email, which the clerk will forward.
· The clerk forwarded photographs of the front garden of 22 St Giles to Sanctuary housing for their investigation.  They replied to confirm they gave the resident until the 19th August to tidy up.  It has been noted by Councillors that the front garden is looking much better but still needs improvement.
At 8:05pm, Cllr M. Whitehead left the meeting to take a call.
· The clerk sent a photo of the bags of glass on top of dry glass left by the bottle banks to the fire department and shared the reply with Cllrs prior to the meeting.  The fire department do not seem concerned as it is not long grass but they will also contact CDC to see what else can be done to maintain the area better.
· The tree report was sent to the Green Bletchingdon Group for their information.
· The clerk shared the grant details from the Screwfix Foundation with Cllr M. Taylor for the Charity and sent a copy to the School.
· The clerk wrote a reply to Diane Bohm supporting their request.
· The clerk reported the issue with regards to the defibrillator at the Village Hall and confirmed this will be dealt with.
118/22	Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) matters/reports: 
· County Cllr N. Simpson reported that with the 250 Bus Service coming to an end in December 2022, there are talks about what type of service can replace it.  As previously mentioned by our PTR, a new DTR service is being proposed but he confirms he is asking for a meeting so that he can push for something better.
· He reported that the initial cost for the separation of CDC and OCC is £800,000.
At 8:15pm, Cllr M. Whitehead returned to the meeting.
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· The low traffic neighbourhood scheme is going well and the 20mph speed limit changes are progressing nicely.
· There are new vegan motions that are going through.
· The Drag Queen Story Time in Libraries has garnered mixed responses.
· They are also looking to rebrand all toilets in OCC buildings so that they are gender neutral which is estimated to cost £90,000.
· The next full Council meeting is set for the 13th September 2022.
119/22	OCC Correspondence:
a) None.
120/22	Cherwell District Council (CDC) matters/reports:
· District Cllr G. Coton reported that with regards to the A34 Car Sales, they are prosecuted.  It was then reported to District Cllr G. Coton that there is planning permission for 9 sites but it appears there are 30 sites suspected.  She will investigate this.
· She attended an Otmoor Flood meeting and a link with more details will be sent to the clerk.
· There is a consultation on playgrounds and equipment coming up shortly which she will be attending and she offered to enquire on our behalf about our plans for an Adult Gym.  Cllr C. Lane will ask N. Mould about ownership of the area of land proposed.
121/22	CDC Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Parish Bulletin.  A discussion was had about the next parish liaison meeting and which is preferred, face to face vs virtual.  The clerk is reply that perhaps a hybrid meeting allowing both could be made possible.
b) An email from CDC Planning Policy team with an invitation to attend a workshop about the Local Plan Review 2040.  Cllr R. Pirie to attend.
122/22	Parish matters:
a) The Row – Cllr D. Ledger wrote a detailed report about the meeting held with Green Square Accord the previous evening, which was shared with all Cllrs prior to the meeting. Despite the Parish Council challenging their decision, Green Square Accord say they have no choice but to sell the properties.  All agreed, the best thing the Parish Council can do now is to support the residents effected with their move as much as possible and do everything we can to ensure they can remain in the Village.  Cllr D. Ledger and the clerk will liaise and draft something factual to go in the next Village News.
b) Green Bletchingdon – No Further news at this time.
c) Bletchingdon Bus Service – No further news at this time.
d) Bletchingdon School Hedge replacement – No further news at this time.
e) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – Cllr D. Ledger reported that the next meeting will be arranged soon but until the consultation period has ended, there is not much more to be done at this stage.
f) Benefactor – Cllr C. Lane reported that at the moment, only the plans for the pub are being looked at.  A discussion was had about the location of the two existing defibrillators and that one on The Green as previously offered by the benefactor, would be a great third location.  This could be installed now and if a new bus shelter is built, it could be moved at that time.  Cllr C. Lane will make enquiries.
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g) Communication – A reminder to all that any items for the next article need to be put forward before the deadline of the 20th September 2022.
h) Traffic Calming –
Full width speed humps – Dave Catling reports he is still chasing for the breakdown for us.  County Cllr N. Simpson confirmed he has seen him and he is still asking for the breakdown too.  He will also follow up on the repainting of the white line hatchings and the belisha crossing remedial light work.
20 MPH Speed Limit – The application is still pending Highways OCC.  
i) Plastic Footpath – No further news at this time.
j) Enforcement Update – 
Ingleby Farm – Under investigation at CDC.  The clerk is to chase for an update.
New House, St. Giles – Breach of condition 1 of 20/02474/OUT
k) New Storage Unit – The clerk has scanned the completed Councillor Priority Fund application to County Cllr N. Simpson to sign off.  This was signed during the meeting and will be submitted.  Cllr C. Lane confirmed the total cost to be £3,550.00.
l) Recreation Ground maintenance, installation of artificial lawn, and Adult Gym – The annual inspection of the recreation ground has been received and there are no urgent items to be attended to.  Just the items that are currently scheduled for repair by Kompan Ltd on the 5th September 2022.  The artificial lawn is due to be installed after the storage unit has been delivered.  There is no further news at this time with regards to the adult gym.
m) Maintenance around Village Hall – No further action at this time.  
n) Tree Maintenance and shoots on The Green – The shoots have now been cut back and Cllr C. Lane reported that the work has been done satisfactorily. 
o) The Slipe – The clerk and Cllr C. Lane are to draft a letter of reply for everyone’s approval.
p) Remembrance Sunday – The clerk has received a link to purchase an ‘unknown Tommy’ statue from the Church Warden which looks suitable.  All agree, the clerk should check pricing options elsewhere before purchasing to make sure the Parish Council get the best value for money.
q) Finance – The following payments itemised on the payment schedule for August 2022 were all approved by the Parish Council.

	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Bank TF 
	Clean Slate - Donation
	Donations
	This Minute
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Debit Card
	McAfee 2 year Subscribtion Fee – Laptop Security
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£130.00
	
	

	Bank TF
	ROSPA Play Safety Ltd – Annual Inspection of Recreation Ground
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	This Minute
	£101.50
	£20.30
	£121.80

	Bank TF
	Moore – External Auditor Fee
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£200.00
	£40.00
	£240.00
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The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd August 2022 for £46.46 including VAT.  
External Auditor Comments to be reviewed – The Clerk provided the Cllrs with a copy of the External Auditors comments prior to the meeting.  This report was reviewed during the meeting and the Cllrs were pleased with the auditors satisfactory report.  The chairman praised the clerk for her excellent work in presenting the information to the auditor.
123/22	Planning Applications-
a) Planning Applications Approved/Refused/Withdrawn:
22/01542/F – Former Heathfield Cattery, Street Through Heathfield Village, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DX.  Approved.
b) Planning Applications Received: 
22/02290/TCA – Geraldine Jennings – 4 Home Farm Cottages, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DD – T1 x Cherry Tree – Reduce the tree back to pollard points upto 4m.  No objections.
22/02116/LB – Mrs Hilary Parrott – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Ground floor kitchen – chimney timber lintel to be raised to facilitate the installation of an AGA.  No objections.
22/02152/LB – Mrs Hilary Parritt – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – New timber stud wall to be constructed in the ground floor living room to reinstate the original timber partition wall which was once present.  No objections but comments to be submitted explaining that multiple applications could be misleading.
22/02336/TCA – Mrs Abigail Lennon – Mymms Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Lawsons Cypress – Fell.  No objections.
22/02122/F – A Gallyer – Panthers Hill Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 DJ – Two storey side extension and roof extension with associated internal works.  No objections.
22/02243/LB – Mrs Hillary Parrott – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – To lift, level, repair the first floor floorboards where necessary.  No objections.
22/02251/LB – Ms Alex Patchett-Joyce – 4 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows.  No objections.
22/02247/LB – Mr Ned Barrie & Victoria Woods – 6 Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows.  No objections.
22/02248/LB – Ms Tania Ruck Keene – 1 Bletchingdon Park Stales, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DN – Replacement of single glazing with slimline double glazing to doors and windows.  No objections.
22/02292/LB – Mrs Hillary Parrott – Quincotts, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Bedroom 5, studwall to be removed to provide more space and light within the bedroom and remove an unnecessary corridor.  No objections.
22/02297/F – S Dunne – Manor House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Agricultural Storage Building – Resubmission of 22/00724/F.  No objections.
c) Planning Applications pending planning committee.
21/02214/F – Cherwell Concrete, Station Road, Enslow. – District Cllr G. Coton reported that they have ceased to get any responses from the planning department 
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so they are now escalating their requests for information and will continue to do so until they get a reply.  She has taken video footage of the dust which she will send to them and will also ask them why is it taking so long, why are emails not being responded to anymore and why are the Parish Council objections of the 4th August 2022 not showing on their webpage?  Parishioner R. Dale also reported 
[bookmark: _GoBack]that he has not had any responses to his emails either and they have real concerns about their grandchildren’s health. 
124/22	 Other Correspondence Received:
a) John Howell Newsletter.  Shared with all, no further action.
b) An email from Sara Butler about some concerns she has.  The Cllrs discussed her observations and requested that the clerk reply to her and thank her for getting in touch and let her know the situation will be monitored.
c) An email from Martin Harris with an invitation to attend the Oxford Green Belt AGM.  The clerk it so write to our public footpath warden to see if she might be able to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
d) An email from Ian and Kathy Gedling thanking the Parish Council for the donation made.
e) An email from Adam Poynton on behalf of the owners of Quincotts with regards to their wysteria.   A discussion was had about the situation as the Parish Council remain very concerned about the safety of pedestrians using that footpath.  It needs at least wheelchair/pushchair access.  The clerk is to write to Mr Poynton to see what can be done without disturbing the nesting pigeon.  
f) An email from MyVision Oxfordshire seeking our support.  All agreed a donation of £50.00.  The Parish Council used the powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation.
g) An email from IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd withdrawing their services.  The clerk is to seek alternative auditors for the next financial year.
h) An email from Caron Middleton with regards to litter around Springwell Close.  The bins should be stored away from the front of the buildings apart from collection day.  The fact that residents are not doing this needs to be reported to Green Square Accord.  The clerk will contact them.  With regards to the sofa and mattresses that have been dumped, District Cllr G. Coton will contact CDC and request that these are collected.
i) An email from Bethany Gorton seeking any support we can give with regards to parking outside her property.  The Parish Council have already done what can be done within their powers but will continue to chase for the white lines to be repainted.  The clerk is to reply and let her know this.
125/22	Report from meeting/Any Other Business: 
· Message from OALC with four items to bring to the Parish Councils attention, including the Civility and Respect project.  With regards to the Civility and Respect project, all agreed to sign the pledge.
· It has been reported that building work is occurring at Diamond Farm without planning permission.  The clerk is to write to the enforcement team and request an investigation.  District Cllr G. Coton asked to be copied in to that correspondence.
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· A post on the Finger Piece has been knocked out again.  Cllr C. Lane will replace this.
· The waste bins around the Village Hall are overflowing again.  The clerk is to report this to CDC again.
· A discussion was had about the scheduled meeting dates so that they are convenient for all.  There is a preference for meetings to be moved 
permanently to the last Wednesday of the month, instead of the last Thursday of the month.  All agreed this motion.
· The reports of a bad smell outside Stoneacre on Oxford Road have been received again but this bad smell is intermittent.  This could be leaking sewerage pipes so this is to be reported to Thames Water by the clerk.
126/22 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Wednesday 21st September 2022.                                                                                                             
127/22	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as 28th September 2022 at 7:30pm at the Village Hall.
Meeting Ended: 9:35pm.
