Bletchingdon Parish Council
Annual General Meeting
Held virtually via Zoom, Thursday 6th May 2021 at 7:30pm
Present:
15 Parishioners and Cllr Chris Lane, Cllr Mark Taylor, Cllr Duncan Ledger, Cllr Matthew Whitehead, Cllr Andy Jordan, Cllr D Robins and Cllr Rachel Pirie.
The Notice of Meeting was read.
Apologies for absence – None.
Confirmation of Minutes:
The Minutes of the APM held virtually on Thursday 21st May 2020 were circulated electronically for all to read prior to the start of the meeting.  All electors present confirmed they were in agreement with the minutes.  The Chairman confirmed this and they will be signed once delivered by the Clerk.
Chairman’s Report
Covid 19 has had an impact on all of our lives both socially and in business.  Bletchington Parish Council (PC)  was no different with these unprecedented times where the P C has conducted all their meetings by zoom.

We have supported local charity and community groups during the last year for people experiencing difficult times.   The P C have committed to contribute to the school to assist in their aim to build an outdoor classroom through a covid grant scheme the P C is to receive.  This is an area highlighted by the extra space needed with in the school due to the pandemic.

We have carried out a wide range of duties throughout the year.

Reporting pot holes, faulty street lights, fly tipping, planning matters and enforcements. The two on going enforcement issues are unapproved building work at Heathfield and hedges at Tollbrook corner.  Land south of Diamond Caravan Park has been returned to agricultural land, complying with the order.
A request for help during the winter to help clear snow within the village met a positive response, with a number of volunteers coming forward, known as the snow wardens.

The bad smell often reported around the bus shelter has a positive outcome.   Thames Water have confirmed they will now install a chemical dosing unit which should cure the problem.

The playground reopened after the lockdown after a thorough disinfectant clean. There is a special spray solution applied every 30 days to keep it safe.

Poor surface drainage around the village is currently being dealt with by jetting the gullies to assist with the soakaways.

The annual spring clean although delayed, was successfully carried in September, and thank you to all those volunteers cleaning up other people’s litter.  This year the chosen week for Bletchington is June, when a good turnout again would be appreciated.  Litter pick equipment is available to anyone who fancies picking litter up on a walk.  They are available from the coop.

The fair was cancelled last year due to the covid restriction rules, but hopefully will return this year.

Additional dog waste bins have been installed around the village including one at Heathfield.

The Coop shop has now been open 18 months and proving to be a huge success, but its success comes with big issues of traffic, parking and safety. The P C has been active in trying to improve these concerns, contacting the relevant parties. Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) who were involved in the planning stages are slow to react positively.  Several site meetings have been carried out, but there appears to be a reluctance to act before there is an accident.  Traffic calming looks as though it will fall at the hands of the P C by way of additional speed humps and implementing a 20 mph speed limit in this area.  The Zebra crossing has been acknowledge as having inadequate lighting and needs improving.  As the development nears completion possibly July, we have no positive answers, but we will keep trying.

In February Councillor Tony Saunders decided to step down as a member of the P C.  The Parish Council was surprised to receive his resignation, whilst respecting his decision to stand down I was disappointed that it was with immediate effect particularly from his position of chairman two days before our meeting and mid-term of office.  Tony had been a councillor for 23 years, the last 12 years as chairman. Tony carried out this role with enthusiasm and dedication to a high standard.  He gave an endless amount of his time researching information, planning schemes and ideas, presenting them professionally to the team of Parish Councillors he led admirably. Tony’s skill will be missed by the Parish Council and we thank him for the service he has given to the village during the last 23 years. 

The vacancy on the parish council was advertised and five applicants came forward. We had an evening interviewing and another making the very difficult decision due to the very high standard of applicant.  Dan Robins from Oxford Road was the successful person, and we will welcome Dan at our May parish council meeting. 

Councillor Carman Griffith has left her position as our county councillor, when a new county councillor will be elected in the May elections along with voting for the district councillors.  Carmen attended most of our meetings, and worked tirelessly for us with great knowledge.  The attendances of the district councillors were disappointing.

We are in the process of producing our Parish plan. This will include a bucket wish list of items we look to carry out in the future.  A benefactor has offered to donate to certain items within the plans.  Parish Council reached out to all the residence giving an opportunity to add any items to be included.  As always it has numerous different opinions.   We have an offer to install stone walls, with Bletchington signs, on the 5 entrances to the village.  This would be a positive view in helping with the aesthetic approaches to the village, and reminding vehicles to drive careful through the village.  Another offer from the same benefactor is to replace the bus shelter with a new attractive Cotswold stone design shelter.  Both these two plans would be at no cost to the people of our village.

The blacks head pub remains closed, the covid problems not helping.  The current asset of community value (AVC) runs out at the end of May.  Councillor Ledger is attempting to renew this for us, but it is proving to be problematic.  This is to help in retaining its status as a pub.  We often write to the owners agent, who always reply back stating at some point in the future he will carry out renovations and improvements, but previous losses and the pandemic has dampened his attitude currently.    He has never said never.

For the record all the minute books are now secured in the Parish fire safe within the Parish office.  Also now in the safe a complete set of village news from the 1st issue to a present copy, curtesy of Greta Bickley’s collection.

Thanks should go to our subcommittee’s assisting the P C for their help and reports, which is greatly appreciated.  Going forward there are a number of areas where by we would appreciate volunteers help.  Also to thank the other councillors for their loyal and committed time in managing your precept efficiently, giving endless amount of their time and being involved on all matters associated with the village.

Final thanks to our clerk Fiona.   Fiona has the knowledge and skills carrying out her work so efficiently and promptly.  She has been a huge help to me returning back to being chairman again.  She is not only an asset to the parish Council but to the village.

Thank you.

Parish Council Finance Report
The Accounts for Bletchingdon Parish Council for the year ending 31st March 2021 are as follows;

During the financial year Bletchingdon Parish Council received £25,436.97.  £22,000 of this was from the Precept, which is the money given to a Parish Council by the District Council (in our case Cherwell) to carry out it’s duties.   

Bletchingdon Parish Council made payments totalling £17,742.74 from April 2020 – March 2021. 

We had a carry forward balance in April 2020 of £46,930.39, leaving a balance in hand at 31st March 2021 of £54,624.62.  

-------------

As with last year, this is a large figure to have as a carry forward however the Parish Council have set aside a large proportion of this for traffic calming measures, road safety and the Parish Plan.   As Chris has mentioned, we are still waiting for confirmation of costs with regards to traffic calming measures and road safety so we still don’t know if we have enough for the project.
At the last Annual Parish Meeting it was mentioned that the Village could use some TLC.  So the Parish Council have set aside £2,500.00 to improve the look of each road entrance to the Village and additional funds have been made available to the grounds maintenance budget.  We are aware of an increased problem with litter and fly tipping around the Village so we purchased additional waste bins for around the Village Hall and have also purchased litter pick kits for use by volunteers, on demand.  At the request of parishioners, we have also purchased 2 x new dog waste bins.  One is placed at Beehive Corner and the other is at Heathfield.

To ease the impact of Lockdown, the playground on Oxford Road was re-opened when restrictions allowed and to reduce the risk of the spread of Covid-19, the Parish Council paid for (and continue to pay for) a Biomist Spray application every month which is applied to the equipment there which lasts for 30 days. 

-------------

In January 2021 our Parish Councillors agreed to request the Precept be set at £22,990, a 4.5% increase, which was agreed by Cherwell District Council (CDC).  The Parish Council has a budget drawn up to ensure these funds are enough to carry out all the day-to-day duties to ensure the parish remains in good order or reports matters to the relevant authorities or Council departments to deal with.  

For Bletchingdon Parish Council the largest expenditure, with the exception of the Clerk’s salary, is on grounds maintenance where we pay for a contractor to undertake the grass cutting of the Village Green, verges on Weston Road and in Annesley Close as well as weeding throughout the Village.  We also have the trees to look after on the Village Green and at the Recreation Ground.  We pay CDC to empty the dog bins and we own and are responsible for the play area at the Recreation Ground ( but not the one at Springwell Close).  We give donations to the Church to help with their grass cutting, to the Village News and to requests received that are to the benefit of our parishioners’.  Providing information to departments within Oxfordshire County Council and various service departments within Cherwell District Council is a key role of the Parish Council along with making the Parish a nice place for you to live and work.  As Parishioners, you are entitled to see how this money is spent and to suggest ways in which the Parish Council could improve the Parish, by attending meetings or talking to the Clerk, or any of the Councillors.

-------------

The full accounts can be viewed after they have been audited, either in person or on the website.  A notice will be displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is usually in August.  If anyone is interested in knowing more detail, the monthly expenditure is included in the minutes of each meeting and these can be viewed on the village website or at the Parish Council Office in the Village Hall. 

The Clerk is the only paid member of the Parish Council.  The Councillors are all volunteers, with the exception of the Chair who takes a small annual allowance to cover such things as printing costs. 
Green Bletchingdon – A report from Anne Maclachlan

A new village group was formed in April with the purpose:
· To raise awareness in the community of the climate and nature emergency.

· To provide information about the emergency in ways accessible to everyone and to support individuals to make their lives more sustainable.

· To gently encourage behavioural changes in lifestyles.

· To encourage children to engage with nature and their environment in fun ways.

· To involve as many people and groups within our community to engage with environmental sustainability.  
We are planning to focus on a specific theme every other month; to write about the theme in the Village News and on the Village Website and Facebook page; and, if possible, hold an event in which villagers can participate and find out more.

Possible themes include footpaths, waste and recycling, food waste and healthy eating, home energy, transport (healthy and active travel), nature biodiversity in the parish, and a community orchard.

The first theme ‘Love where you live’ will be about walking the local footpaths and appreciating nature around us. 

Matters from the Floor:
· Mrs Walker from Bletchingdon School thanked the Parish Council for their donation.  She went on to say that after a recent Health and Safety check of the School, they have been advised to improve the signage around the School and the village so that emergency services can locate the building as well as raising the profile of the School.  What can the PC do to help?  The chairman replied to say these matters will be discussed again at the next Parish Council meeting and that the PC is happy to support the School on these issues.
· A question was raised, when is the new playground and public footpath going to open at the Duchy development?  The chairman confirmed the PC will contact the developers for confirmation.
· A discussion was had about the Slipe and that this area of land could be beneficial to the Green Bletchingdon group.  Mr Tony Saunders confirmed he would get in touch with Green Bletchingdon to discuss further but access to this land is still not available and a new access point may need to be created.
· Mike Seaton, Co-op Manager, raised his concerns about the pavement outside the shop as many people are driving on it.  A long discussion was had on this topic as there are a number of concerns with regards to inconsiderate and dangerous parking surrounding the Co-op.  The chairman replied to confirm what steps the PC are taking such as getting additional bollards put up to prevent people from parking dangerously and reporting these problems to Oxfordshire Highways.  More signage needs to be put up and it was agreed that once the new noticeboard has been erected, this could be used to highlight the appropriate places to park around the Co-op.  The PC will continue to push hard on these issues.
Councillor Lane closed the meeting at 8:34pm.
