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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the virtual Parish Council Meeting held by Zoom (due to Coronavirus) 
on Thursday 7th January 2021 at 7:30pm
Present:	Cllr A.K. Saunders (Chair), Cllr D. Ledger, Cllr C. Lane, Cllr M. Taylor, Cllr R. Pirie, Cllr M. Whitehead, Cllr A. Jordan and Country Cllr C. Griffiths
	
001/21	Apologies: None
002/21	Declarations of Interest: None
003/21 Public Participation: None
004/21	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th November 2020:   The Minutes were approved by all and they will be signed by Cllr Saunders when received in hard copy form from the Clerk.
005/21	Reports from District or County Councillors: Country Cllr C. Griffiths reported that the main focus recently has been planning the roll out of the Covid-19 Vaccination programme for Oxfordshire.  There is not much information she can share at the moment so as soon as she knows more, she will let us know.
006/21	Traffic Calming: Cllr Saunders reported that we are still waiting for the report from Dave Catling and added that we have asked him to include plans for a raised roundabout at the junction of Valentia/Station Road.
007/21	Enforcement Update: Cllr Saunders has received an update from Cherwell District Council (CDC) as follows;
	The owner of the land south of Diamond Farm/Oak Farm contacted them just before Christmas to invite them to visit on site for an inspection.  The inspection is planned to take place on Monday 11th January 2021.  CDC will provide us with a further update after that.
	The Digs and Studio – They have appealed the case so an update will follow once the appeal process has begun.
	With regards to the Hedgerows at Toolbrook Corner, CDC have asked if we can provide additional information with regards to who removed the hedges and /or an on-site visit.  Cllr Saunders confirmed he will arrange this meeting and Cllr Lane said he will also attend.  
008/21	Additional Dog Poo Bin: Cllr Taylor has met with Jake Williams and discussed where the new post will be installed.  Cllr Taylor will also arrange for Jake Williams to receive the bin so this can be attached at the same time.
009/21	Tree Survey: The Clerk reported that the Tree Surgeon is planning to inspect our trees in mid-January and we should receive his report shortly after that.
010/21	Noticeboard: The Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) have put forward their preference for where they would like the new noticeboard placed.  This is a different location to the Parish Council (PC) preference so all agreed to arrange an on-site meeting to discuss this matter further, once we are out of lockdown.
011/21	Road Sweeper notice in advance: The Clerk reported that the road sweeper is next due on the 12th January 2021.  All agreed, the Clerk should try and let as many of our parishioners know via our website, Facebook and the Bletchnet Whatsapp group so 
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that they can try to move their cars on this day.  Cllr Lane also offered to put up a poster along the layby on Oxford Road.  The Clerk will provide Cllr Lane with the poster.
012/21	Broken kerb on finger piece: Cllr Jordan reported that he has permission to mark this area up for repair and added that he has almost completed his inspection around the Village.  So far he has noted 5-6 things that are in need of repair.
013/21	Sewerage Smell opposite the Blacks Head:  The Clerk reported that Thames Water have now approved a chemical dosing unit to be installed which should resolve the issue.  This is due to be installed this summer.
014/21	Councillor Priority Fund: The application has been completed for the purchase of 2 new additional waste bins plus a supply of our own litter pick equipment so that we can arrange our own litter picks as often as required.  All approved the application which will now be signed off and submitted.
015/21	Parish Plan: Cllr Saunders reported that the document put together by Cllr Jordan is looking really good but that it needs to be better presented before being published.  Cllr Jordan offered to put a draft together for everyone’s approval.  Once our proposal is ready, it was agreed that this should first be shared with our benefactor before publishing.  With regards to the memorial stone at the Village Hall, Cllr Lane requested that we should look into enhancing this in some way and add it as a bucket item to our proposal.  For example, display it on a plinth.  The Clerk will add this to the document before forwarding to Cllr Jordan for his input.
	County Cllr C. Griffiths left the meeting at 7:58pm.
016/21	Maintenance Contracts: The Clerk reported that she has not received any quotes for the year ahead yet so she will chase these up in time for our next meeting at the end of February.
017/21	Planning Applications.  
017a/21	Applications Approved:
20/02474/OUT – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX.  
19/01789/F – Heathfield Golf and Country Club – Street through Heathfield Village, Heathfield OX5 3DX.  
20/03159/TCA – Barley Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1 x Silver Birch in rear garden pprox.. 15.00m tall – Reduce height by approximately one third, remove wind damaged branches.  Remove any deadwood.
017b/20	Applications Received:
20/03350/F – Mr R Brannan & Ms C Bartlett – 2 Home Farm Cottages, Station Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DD – Alterations extensions.  No objections.
20/02633/F – Mr Douglas Bagnall – Dollys Barn, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Erection of stockyard building on existing agricultural holding. Objections.  There is no reference to the use of this building and no business plan.  Therefore we question why there is a need for such a large barn on a small piece of land which would only support a small number of livestock.  Also, it is a well-established orchard so therefore approximately 30-40 trees would need to be felled if this were to go ahead but there is no reference to the removal of any trees in the application.  This would also be an eyesore from the roadside once these trees have been removed.
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018/21 Finance: 
	
Invoices for payment 30th January 2021
	Method
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

	Debit card purchase 
	1 month Zoom Pro subscription
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£11.99
	£2.40
	£14.39

	Bank TF
	KJ Cleaning Solutions – Zoono Spray to protect Bletchingdon Playground January 2021
	Parks, Trees and open spaces
	This Minute
	£60.00
	£0.00
	£60.00

	Bank TF
	A K Saunders – Chairman’s Annual Allowance
	Chairman’s Annual Allowance
	This Minute
	£150.00
	£0.00
	£150.00

	Bank TF
	SLCC Annual Membership
	General Admin
	This Minute
	£112.00
	£0.00
	£112.00



The Direct Debit to BT is due to go out on or just after 23rd January 2021 for £38.04 including VAT.
All payments approved.

019/21	Precept: The application was discussed and all agreed an increase of 4.5% is required to fulfil the needs of this Parish adequately.  The Clerk will complete the paperwork and submit it before the deadline next week.  All agreed the budget should be discussed in more detail next month and later presented to our parishioners at our next AGM.
020/21 Correspondence Received:   
a) An email from Oliver Lindsay with regards to trees and also an idea for the roads leading into the Village with an offer to help financially.  The Clerk is to reply and explain this is an ongoing plan for our Village and also to thank him for his generosity.  With regards to the trees, this is something that needs to be reported to Highways so the Clerk will do that and let him know.
b) An email from Catherine Marsh asking for information about our Parks and open spaces.  All agreed the Clerk should reply with the information that is already in the public domain but also to try and establish which organisation she represents so that we can possibly help her further.
c) An email from Sheldon Barwick with regards to dangerous parking and driving.  The Clerk is to reply and ask him to keep sending reports like this in but to add that we are currently working with Highways to address this and other issues throughout the Village.
d) John Howell Newsletter.
e) The Cherwell Parish Bulletin update.
f) An email from Neil Dillon about a Community Safe System.
g) An email sent on behalf of Cllr Constance OCC with regards to the Climate Action Framework.
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021/21 Any Other Business: 
· Appeal Reference APP/U3100/C/20/3258814 – A discussion was had and all agreed we had nothing to add.
· Cllr Saunders reported that he has been approached by two parishioners to discuss speeding and HGV’s through the Village.  He invited them both to attend our Parish Council meeting to discuss this further so that a record can be kept of all activities in these regards.  So far they have not accepted this invitation.
· Cllr Whitehead confirmed he has been accepted on the panel for Kidlington and surrounding village’s community police forum.
· Cllr Jordan shared the Super User newsletter in particular with regards to the sign cleaning equipment and all agreed we should ask for this.  He also added that snow shovels can be provided.  The Clerk confirmed we were only allocated two shovels so all agreed we should purchase some for our own supply.  The Clerk will arrange this.  Cllr Jordan and Cllr Whitehead also offered to assist with clearing of snow should the need arise.
· Cllr Jordan raised the question, where is the Bletchingdon road sign as you enter the Village from Enslow.  The Clerk is to contact the developers about this, Cllr Saunders will provide the contact details.
· The Clerk reported that she had received a call from a parishioner who has recently moved into the new housing development in Heathfield.  He has requested a dog poo bin be installed there as there are a number of residents there now who own dogs and would fine this useful.  All agreed this should be provided.  The Clerk will arrange this.
· Cllr Jordan reported that the dog poo bins already installed are overflowing and the litter bin by the car park/plastic path is too.  The Clerk is to report this urgently.
· Cllr Jordan reported the recent, repeated problems with fly tipping in verges as you leave the Village.  The Clerk added that she has been in contact with CDC about this and they say all we can do is regularly report to CDC when this happens so that they can collect the rubbish and try to investigate who is responsible.
· Cllr Lane reported that the trees behind Springwell Close have not been dealt with yet.  The Clerk is to contact the land owner again to revisit.
· Cllr Lane reported that the lights on the Zebra Crossing need to be taped up urgently as they are pointing the wrong way and make it impossible to see people standing at the crossing at night, especially when it’s raining.  The Clerk is to ask Chris Grain for permission or to get him to do this for us.
· Cllr Jordan reported that there is an electrical pole listing over the road, on Islip Road.  Cllr Lane said he will check the pole and let us know if this is a danger.  If so, the Clerk will report this.
022/21 Items for information or next Agenda only - all items for next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by Thursday 18th February 2021.                                                                                                               
023/21	Date of Next Meeting: to confirm the date of the next meeting as 25th February 2021 at 7:30pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Ended : 9:20pm
