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Happy Christmas to all our readers
Reports from village organisations
From the School: Poems for Remembrance Day
Do you remember …… Beehive Cottage?
History Corner: Christmas dinner
Bletch Bakes for the NHS

ALL SOULS SERVICE FLOWERS
This beautiful
floral arrangement
was created by Sue
Macready and
Sally Cross for
those who wished
to have a family
member or friend
remembered at
the All Souls
Service at St. Giles’
Church on 1st
November – read
the full story of the
service on Page 3.

AUTUMN COLOURS IN BLETCH
Just to go some small way towards lifting the gloom of lockdown, autumn gave us a fine display of
vibrant colours. Here we have captured a few autumnal scenes around the village – can you
recognise where each of these photographs was taken?
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BLETCHINGTON

EDITORIAL
The Queen described 1992 as her ‘annus horribilis’. I’m sure most of us have had one of those in 2020, having
seen Covid-19 ruin our plans for the year, with holidays and events we were all looking forward to having to
be cancelled. Hopefully restrictions will be eased sufficiently to enable us to enjoy some sort of Christmas
although inevitably this will be different to what we are used to. I wish everyone who lives or works in
Bletchington a very happy Christmas and hope you will be able to find some joy over what will undoubtedly
be a less festive than usual season this year. We can all hope that 2021 has better in store and early
indications are that we may see a vaccination readily available in the New Year. So I wish you all a Happy New
Year and let’s hope that normality will be resumed as soon as possible.
Unfortunately the pandemic is still far from over, and the situation we find ourselves in as I write this Editorial
has seen us placed in another four week lockdown with uncertainty over what happens when it ends. Due to
this ongoing uncertainty at the time of going to press, there may be events mentioned in these pages which
are unable to go ahead as planned, so please check with the organiser.
I seem to be repeating this each edition but unfortunately many village organisations are currently not
operating or are operating in a reduced capacity, a situation likely to continue for some time yet. This means
some of our regular articles are absent or are shorter than in normal times. This is your Village News and we
really need your help to fill up these pages and would particularly love to hear from new contributors.
Perhaps you might like to share your lockdown stories or maybe as a resident of the new Duchy Fields
development you could write about how you are finding living in Bletchington or you may have some
interesting memories of Bletchington in times past. Indeed we welcome anything Bletchington related! Please
e-mail your contributions to bletchington@aol.com. The deadline for articles is always the 20th of the month
prior to publication – so articles for inclusion in the February/March magazine must be with us by 20th
January, 2021.

petebaker99@gmail.com

Pete Baker

Co-op Christmas opening hours
Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December - 8am to 5pm
Christmas Day, Friday 25th December - CLOSED
Boxing Day, Saturday 26th December - 9am to 5pm
Sunday 27th December - 8am to 9pm
Monday 28th December - 8am to 9pm
Tuesday 29th December - 7am to 10pm (normal hours)
Wednesday 30th December - 7am to 10pm (normal hours)
New Year’s Eve, Thursday 31st December - 8am to 8pm
New Year’s Day, Friday 1st January - 10am to 6pm

Christmas Greetings
Yet again I would like to use the pages of the Village News as a huge Christmas Card for all my friends and
neighbours in Annesley Close and Bletchingdon as a whole. For the third year I will be donating the money
that I would previously have spent on Christmas Cards and postage to the charity Centrepoint – to help fund a
room for a homeless young person over the Christmas Period.
This idea comes from a scheme we used to have at the church I attended when I lived in Kent and I hope all
my friends and acquaintances in the village agree that this is in-keeping with the spirit of the season.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a less stressful 2021.
Irene Barwick
(1 Annesley Close)
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Ministry Team
Rector: The Rev’d Gareth Miller
Associate Priest: The Rev’d Nick Ktorides

01869 350224
01869 324191

akemanbenefice@gmail.com
nickktorides@akeman.gmail.com

Assistant Priests:
The Very Rev’d Robert Wilkes
Licensed Lay Minister: Paul Clifford

01869 350159
01869 351652

bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com
paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com

Children and Families’ Co-ordinator: Joanna Clifford

01869 351652
joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com

Safeguarding Officer: Nicky Donne

01869 351748

safeguarding.akeman@gmail.com

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Secretary: Patricia Hampson

Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts

From the registers:
November 10th

Burial of ashes of Gladys (Girlie) Joan Davis

We send condolences to Teresa and Alison and all Girlie’s family and friends.
CHURCH SERVICES
At the time of going to print it is not possible to say what our programme of services for Advent
and Christmas will be as we cannot be certain how government regulations might affect our plans.
We have a provisional schedule, but it seems unwise to publish it now as it might just confuse
people. We will do our best to advertise services and events on posters and on village social media
networks etc.
What is clear is that, if services do go ahead, we will have to ask you to book in advance, so that
we can be sure to observe social distancing regulations.
Do feel free to contact a member of the ministry team if you would like to chat over anything, or a
churchwarden if you would like information or help about the parish church
ADVENT REFLECTIONS
You are warmly invited to join a short series of informal Advent reflections:
JESUS – coming as the Christ-child and coming in glory
These will be on Zoom and will take place on Thursdays at 3.30 pm AND 7.30 pm (they will be the
same). Each session will last a maximum of 75 minutes.
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

26 November
3 December
10 December
17 December

For joining details email akemanbenefice@gmail.com OR nickktorides.akeman@gmail.com and
specify whether you’d prefer the afternoon or evening session.
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ONLINE CAROL SERVICE

SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER
at 5.30 pm

Whether we have services in church or not at Christmas it is unlikely we will be permitted to sing!
We are therefore holding an Online Carol Service, to which you are all invited. There’s plenty of
room for everyone! There will be a contribution from every village,
and there will even be a slight Scandinavian theme, as our friends from Sweden will
be joining us!
Email akemanbenefice@gmail.com or your local churchwarden (nameofvillage.akeman@gmail.com)
for joining details.
LIGHT A CANDLE at home and log in by 5.25.

Benefice Bugle. We are issuing a new email bulletin from time to time, giving news from the villages
and an update on services, together with a quiz and other fun activities. If you would like to be added
to the mailing list, please email joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com
All Souls Service on November 1st. Paul Clifford led a
moving service for around 27 people (under current
regulations we were only allowed 30!), complete with family
‘bubbles’ and masks. Sue Macready and Sally Cross made
posies for the people in our registers in the past year and also
a lovely floral arrangement for those who wished to have
their relative or friend remembered. Thank you to all who
helped to plan this service at a very difficult time. We also
had a number of donations towards the flowers and for the
upkeep of the Churchyards (including one very generous
donation of £250 which will pay for a complete cut) and we
are very grateful for these and of course, to our regular
Friends of the Churchyards.
Remembrance Sunday: Due to the regulations, a short service was held outside the church this year
by the cross to the Hon. Arthur Annesley, son of the 11th Viscount Valentia of Bletchingdon Park,
which was particularly appropriate because he was killed near Ypres in November 1914. There were
more people than usual and several remarked how nice it was to be outside, with only the sound of the
birds during the silence. Thankyou to Christopher Young, a Lay Minister from Bicester who led the
service, Paul Rolfe who read the names of the fallen and Sheldon Barwick who sounded the Last Post
and Reveille.
Thank you At the end of a very difficult year for all, we send our thanks to everyone who supports
the church in any way and to Jamie McNaught, who keeps the churchyards so beautifully. Happy
Christmas and best wishes for 2021.
CHRISTMAS QUIZ!
Benefice Christmas Quiz:
Saturday 12 December at 7.00 pm
Email akemanbenefice@gmail.com for joining details.
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DAILY HOPE
A free Church of England phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers. Do share the number, 0800
804 8044, with those who may be feeling lonely or isolated.
Don't forget that in addition to our own Zoom services the Diocese of Oxford Church at Home
services are available to dial into - find out more at:
oxford.anglican.org/livestream

The Bishop of Dorchester

The Bishop of Dorchester, Colin Fletcher, has served the
diocese with distinction for twenty years. He retired in
November, and he paid a special visit to the clergy and lay
ministers of the Bicester and Islip Deanery, when we presented
him with a specially-commissioned commemorative plate made
by Andrew Hazelden of Yarnton Pottery.
We wish him well in his retirement. GM

From the Rector….
Dear friends
I’ve never been one for camping. Too many memories of soggy weeks in Cornwall. Yet for many on
earth today a tent, or even a flimsy piece of plastic, is their only home.
At Christmas we are reminded that God ‘dwelt among us’. Now ‘dwelt’ has a nice, cosy, slightly
old-fashioned ring to it. What the text actually says is that God ‘pitched his tent among us’. The
verb that John uses takes us back to Old Testament stories of the God who chose to share the
itinerant life of his nomadic people.
The pandemic of 2020 has deepened our awareness of the fragility and provisionality of human
life. We are all nomads here on earth, though most of us are lucky enough to have somewhere
fairly firm to pitch our tents. On Christmas Day we often read the Letter to the Hebrews, which
reminds us that we are all strangers and foreigners here on earth, bedouin or perhaps migrants in
search of a better home. That ‘homelessness’, far from depriving us of our humanity, constitutes
it. Hebrews encourages us to ‘lay aside every weight’ in order to be freer for the journey.
I hope that in 2021 we will all be able to move on. Move on from the pandemic, of course, but
move on spiritually too. If we have learned anything this year, it is to count our blessings, to
cherish our loved ones, to value each day, and to rely less on our material wealth. So let’s move
forward, with faith in the future, and with faith in Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday, today,
and forever (Hebrews 13.8). As someone once said, “If God had wanted us to stay in the same
place he would have given us roots, not legs.”
Gareth
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PARENTING COURSE
All parents and carers are warmly invited to Parentalk – the Primary
Years: a six-week parenting course created by the national charity Care
for the Family, running on Zoom on Tuesday evenings next term.
Parenting is a tough job – a rollercoaster ride of joy and fun, anxiety and
heartache. Parentalk is an opportunity to reflect, learn and support one
another. It’s not just for people with problems – we can learn from each
others’ experiences both in the good times and the hard times.
The course is a mixture of video material and group discussion and is
both informative and great fun. Parentalk – the Teenage Years has been run in three secondary
schools in Oxford and over 400 parents have done the course. You can see more information and a
short video about the course on the Care for the Family website.
The course is being organized by the Akeman Benefice (local churches) and will be led by Vicky
Lavy, a Care for the Family facilitator and local mum with three grown-up boys.
The course will run from 7:30-9:30pm on Tuesdays, starting on 26 January 2021. We plan to run it
online.
The following dates for the course are 2, 9, 23 February and 2, 9 March - there is no session in half
term.
The course fee is £10 per family. A Financial Assistance Fund is available for parents who are in
receipt of specific benefits. To book your place please email Joanna Clifford, Children and
Families’ Coordinator in the Akeman Benefice, joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com - closing date 20
January, 2021.
If you have any questions or would like more information then please do email Vicky
at parenting@standrewsoxford.org

BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
As like many of this year’s events, another fixture in the bands calendar has
been cancelled. This one was the big one, the one we have been looking forward
to and building up to for the last few years, our 100 th birthday. It was a real
disappointment that the band was not able to come together to celebrate this fantastic
milestone in its history, however, in typical Bletchington Silver Band style, it did not pass us by
without recognition. Members of the both bands came together virtually, to record a rendition
of “Happy Birthday” which can be found on our Facebook Page. Even though this was not the way
we had planned to celebrate our century, it was great to come together and look forward to
hopefully celebrate it properly in the future.
October did see the bands second quiz night, this time hosted by our Solo Trombone player and
our regular Euphonium stand in, Beverley and Eugene. It was a great evening with a mixture of
topics, from hats to superheroes and their alter egos. It was lovely to see everyone come
together for the evening and looking forward to the next time.
As this is the last report of 2020, from everyone at Bletchington Silver Band, we want to wish
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We hope that in 2021, we will be able to
perform to our audience again.
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BLETCHINGDON CE(A) PRIMARY SCHOOL
Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, OX5 3FD
(01869) 350393 office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk

Learn to Believe, Aspire to Achieve
To commemorate Remembrance Day, the children of the Owl Class (Years 5 & 6) studied the poem
‘Dulce et decorum est’ by Wilfred Owen. They looked at life in the trenches, explored the soldiers’
experience through drama and were shown a real gas mask and medical bag. The children then wrote
their own poems based on ‘Dulce et.’
The Legend of Wilfred Owen
The shadows of the night hung low; a sinister menacing darkness came with it.
The weary soldiers trudged through deep sludge, it pulled them down like quicksand.
The mud sucked their boots down too,
Cold pierced those feet like frost-daggers,
Ears numb to the repetitive rain of falling shells,
Their bodies drained of energy,
Sleep would dominate them soon,
No doubt, no doubt.
Masks now men! Pierced the thunderous gloaming,
A carnage of fumbling.
All succeeded but one.
The gas serpent slithered, spreading his green venom,
Infiltrating those condemned lungs,
Through foggy panes a vision of nightmares appeared;
Never, ever to perish.
Imprinted on innocent witnesses’ minds,
He surrendered into an evil, devilish hell.
If you could hear gas shells soaring down from skies above,
If you could smell the lingering stench of stale blood,
If you could feel the sharp shrapnel slice through flesh,
If you could see the ghostly eyes of fallen comrades,
If you could stride behind a war everlasting,
You would realise the new truth in the
Old lie: Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori.
Camren Haines Year 6
Re-think
Soldiers, like tramps, were hammered by machine gun fire and just as much rain.
They limped on dragging legs behind that the mud had gripped with its deep hands.
Artillery flew over these fatigued, starved and cheated young men,
The unfortunate boys were trapped by mud and barbed wire, losing their boots,
Whistles blew, the men could barely hear it, they dived and jumped to safety.
Luckily some made it, it was another story for others.
All that hell just for some well-earned heavenly rest.
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Gas! Gas! Quick boys! Guns halted life, snipers without targets,
five-nines crept, slowly sending gas, weaving, lifting and dropping
on the frightened field.
Men panicked and brought up the death-stoppers, tying them onto their heads,
Most men got them on. Some did not.
I saw him through stained panes, choking in the green sea.
I was useless.
After I saw him, I couldn’t stop seeing him.
His drowning, suffocating, choking haunts my darkest dreams.
If you could feel the life-sucking damp sneaking
Into your already damp boots,
The wet weapons dripping with blood, down the handle,
Traumatised you cleanse your hands of that terrifying red liquid,
Men stumble over lifeless friends.
There are no picnics Jessie,
No fun, just horror like hell,
Now re-think:
Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori.
Sam Johnson Year 6

The Old Lie
The tired soldiers stumbled in the sludge,
Bootless and injured they marched asleep, gunshot.
Marching through the heavy rain for the sun had set deeply,
The screaming gas shells dropped, loved ones gone forever.
Tired soldiers limping, tired soldiers worried they will die or lose their family.
Bang! Bang! Bang! The sound of machine guns firing.
Gas! Gas! Quick boys! Get the masks on!
Fitting the awkward helmets just in time,
But someone was still shouting and yelling.
Stumbling, crying, dying.
Tripping around in the gas, burning like a fire,
As under a green sea, sneaking, shrithing, stealthy.
In my darkest dreams before me,
He dives at me, guttering, vanishing, submerging.
If in asphyxiated dreams, you too could see
Behind the cart that they flung him in,
If you could see the penetrating white eyes,
If you could hear the brutal bombs making the earth shake,
If you could see the destructed battle fields,
Smell the hell in the rain,
Would you tell the old lie?
Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori.

Thomas Mullane Year 5
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BLETCHINGDON SCHOOL PTA UPDATE
Bunkers Hill Christmas Trees
Bunkers Hill have very kindly offered again to donate 10%
of any Christmas trees purchased from them to
Bletchingdon Primary School.
Should you wish to buy one all you need to do is take the
leaflet we will pop through your door and hand it in to
Bunkers Hill with your purchase to link it to the school. We
then receive any proceeds in January.

Bletchingdon PTA Christmas Raffle
The PTA will be running a Christmas raffle again this year with lots of great prizes
to be won including cash prizes kindly donated by Smiths Bletchington, Prosecco &
Port donated by Co-op, brand new cantilever parasol, Bicester Hotel, Golf & Spa
passes, Bletch Bakers recipe book and a Christmas Hamper.
A fuller list of prizes will be delivered with tickets to each household in
Bletchingdon.
There is no obligation whatsoever to purchase any tickets.
The draw will be held live on Facebook via ‘Bletchingdon Parents & PTA’ page on
Monday 14th December 2020 at 8.00pm.

Whilst things are currently very different for all of us we are fundraising for new
camera/recording equipment for the school to enable greater communication with parents
who are unable to visit the school for performances and photos of the children’s work to go
on the website. New equipment will also aid in the teachers work and enhance the learning
experience for all the children.
We really do appreciate the support we receive from the local community and it makes such
a difference to the school. We look forward to hosting our usual events including the quiz in
some form next year.
Best wishes and Merry Christmas
Bletchingdon PTA
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI
Due to current Covid restrictions and social distancing the WI in Weston is
still unable to hold meetings in the Village hall.
The “Denman At Home” courses are still proving to be very popular and a
lot of our members are enjoying them. Even those with hearing difficulties
can enjoy them as Denman provide sub-titles. The courses are extremely
diverse and some of the most popular are, Simon Gregor’s “WW1 Talks”
and the “Betjeman Talk”. Shellswell WI has arranged three fabulous events
over Zoom and have invited our members and other WI groups to join them. The first talk in October
was “Zelda The First Flapper” – Imogen Usherwood, the wife of F. Scott Fitzgerald. Zelda Fitzgerald’s
biography is the story of a woman who sought to escape her husband’s shadow and build an identity
for herself. November’s talk was “Festive Card Making” with “StampySue”. Sue Robinson teaching us
how to make simple but beautiful cards. December’s talk is “Paper Crafting with a festive theme with
Leila Khasal”
Although these courses are on Zoom it gives us the ability to stay connected through challenging
times.
Our committee is still meeting via Zoom and will let us know when the next WI meeting will be. In
the meantime stay safe and hopefully we will all enjoy the festive season. SAS
Do you remember?
Beehive Cottage
A few months ago someone new to the village was
asking on Facebook about Beehive Cottage (or Lodge)
which used to stand by the gates to Bletchingdon Park
on the sharp corner down Weston Road. It is thought
that it was once the lodge where carriages from the
Park would leave, cross the present road (the original
road used to be along the church path and down
through Church End) and carry on along a lane to
arrive at Islip Road.
The last people to live there were Charles and Zillah Bullock, who were married in St. Giles’ Church in 1880.
Charles was a coal dealer and Zillah a nursemaid, possibly at the Park. Although it looks picturesque, their
grandson, the late Frank Pearce, says in the Memoirs of Bletchington ‘It was a terrible place to live. Not only
was it damp and dark inside due to the overhanging thatch, but the walls were covered in sombre antique
hunting prints which they were not allowed to remove. My grandmother had to sew by the light of candles or
an oil lamp, cooking was done over an open fire and water had to be carried from a stand-pipe by the Park
gates’. In spite of this, Charles and Zillah lived there until they were over 80 years old, both dying in 1936.
After this, the building was left empty and became derelict – their great-granddaughter, Christine Mercer,
remembers it as being a very creepy place, and the building was eventually pulled down in 1958 during Lord
Rotherwick’s time.
PS Copies of the Memoirs, written by Vanadia Humphries in 2000, are still available from the Parish Clerk,
Fiona Mason and cost £10.
Kathy Gedling
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Bletch Bakes for the NHS
Just in time for Christmas!
The Bletch Bakers shared their best yummy, scrummy bakes with
lots of NHS front line and health care supporting staff during
lockdown in Spring 2020. Now you can bake their amazing treats
at home for your family and friends, or just to treat yourself. The
Bakers are sharing not only their recipes, but cooking tips, baking
disaster stories, and recipe histories. Whether you like cakes and
cookies or prefer savoury treats, this cookbook has something for
everyone.
If you haven't heard of Bletch Bakers, we are volunteers from the
village who started baking to support NHS staff in the early days of
the lockdown. When shop shelves were empty and home baked
treats were scarce, some front line workers at hospitals were unable
to find the pick-me-ups needed to keep them going. A request for
help was met with volunteers of all ages from the village who
evolved into a slick operation providing up to 40 bakes in one week.
Included in the cookbook are some of the heart-warming thank you
messages and photos from staff who received the baked goods. Our
village has a proud legacy of supporting healthcare professionals, and
through it all we have also supported each other. It's an incredible
story, and this is your chance to be a part of it. 2020 has been a year
like no other, and this will be a cookbook like no other. Reserve your
copy today: e-mail amy.odonnell5@gmail.com. Each cookbook costs
£10.00, payable directly to our bank account – details will be
provided. Order quickly, they are going like... hotcakes!
Left: Bakers Sam and Vikki display their bakes

Production of 'Bletch Bakes for
the NHS' has been funded
entirely through grants,
donations, and
volunteering. Proceeds from
sales go to support the
Bletchington Charity and the
Oxford Hospitals Charity who
raise funds for: the John
Radcliffe, Churchill, Nuffield
Orthopaedic Centre and Horton
General hospitals in Oxfordshire.

Cindy McCreary, Bletch Baker

Left: A front liner receives a Bletch cake
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History Corner
Christmas dinner
As a nation we eat around ten million turkeys over Christmas each year – but this hasn’t always been the
meat served at Christmas. In medieval England, when the full twelve days of Christmas were celebrated, the
wealthy feasted on a variety of meats including boar, capon, venison and perhaps even swan or peacock. The
less appealing cuts of meat and offal, known as umbles, may have been gifted to the poor who would
incorporate them into a pie, hence we get the expression “humble pie”. Turkey arrived in England in the 16th
century; legend has it that King Henry VIII was the first Briton to feast on it, but generally goose remained the
meat of choice for those who could afford it until Victorian times when turkey began to challenge for that
position. A famous scene in Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” (1843) sees Bob Cratchit receive a turkey for his
family from Ebenezer Scrooge. The 20th Century saw turkey establish itself as the main meat for Christmas
dinner.
For dessert, Christmas pudding’s origins can be traced back to 1573 when a dish called plum porridge was
recorded, an altogether more savoury affair than today’s pudding. Including shin of beef amongst its
ingredients, alongside dried fruit, sugar and spices, these were boiled in broth until the whole thing became
gelatinous. Over the centuries the pudding became less savoury then in the 1830s we see the first recipe for a
more familiar Christmas pudding, with suet becoming a key ingredient. Brandy butter as an accompaniment
emerged in the early 20th Century, alongside the practice of adding alcohol to the pudding itself.
London sweet maker Tom Smith is credited with marketing the first Christmas crackers in 1847, inspired by
decoratively wrapped sweets he had seen on sale in Paris. Pairing the sweet with a love message and
wrapped in a twist of coloured paper, sales were initially slow but in 1861 when the bang was added, supplied
by a firework manufacturer, sales really began to take off. As the business expanded under the management
of Tom’s sons, the paper hat was added then the sweet was eventually replaced with a small gift.
Finally, who doesn’t love a mince pie? Dating from early Victorian times, these also saw meat and fruit
combined, the name mincemeat giving a clue to its origins. Large pies intended to feed several people were
made incorporating minced beef, mixed with dried fruit and spices. As sugar became cheaper and more
widely available, they gradually became a meat-free sweet treat and were downsized to a one person snack.
Enjoy your Christmas dinner and happy Christmas everyone!

THURSDAY CLUB

Hello all,
Sadly we have been unable to restart our
meetings due to Covid 19.
We hope all our members are keeping well
and hopefully we will see each other soon.
Merry Christmas
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Data Comparisons 2018 to 2020

* We take the highest number recorded in each square
and add them up. The decrease is likely related to
fewer squares being surveyed this year.

Statistics on Oxford nests:

Oxford nests 2020
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Oxford low flying swift observations
2020

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SWIFTS












From the family of birds, apodidae, Latin name for the common swift is Apus Apus
Although similar to swallows, and sometimes mistaken for them, the two species are not related
They are summer visitors to the UK, arriving from Africa late April or early May and staying long
enough only to raise their young
They feed on flying insects and airborne spiders
Once the young swift fledges, it sets off for Africa very soon, in the company of other young swifts
Swifts remain airborne continually, eating and even sleeping on the wing, never setting foot on the
ground and only settling to nest and raise their young
Swifts do not normally breed until they are four years old
Swifts pair for life, meeting up each year at the same nest site
Nests are located high above ground often under the eaves of old houses or churches; they will utilise
nest boxes provided they are positioned high enough above the ground
They normally lay two or three eggs each year
Swifts can live for around 8 to 10 years – the oldest recorded ringed bird was at least 21 years old
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Street Tag

Street Tag is a new family-friendly game that
rewards primary schools, families, individuals
and communities for physical activities such
as walking, running, and cycling.
Street Tag is turning streets and parks in
Oxfordshire into a giant virtual playground.
You can play to win rewards for your child’s
primary school, or as an individual or team of
up to six people in Oxfordshire’s community
league.
Watch your total distance accumulate and
see how you far you climb up the local
leaderboard. Get ready to push yourself and
start your journey to a healthy lifestyle with
Street Tag. For more info on how to play,
head to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/streettag
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The Bletchingdon Community Foundation

Village Hall
As we go to press, the Village Hall is closed once again as part of the Government’s latest lockdown. This is
expected to end on 2nd December, but as things stand we are still waiting to hear whether we will be allowed
to open on that date and, if so, what activities will be permitted. We will, of course, follow the Government’s
directives and will refund any deposits taken for bookings which are unable to take place due to Covid-19
restrictions.
The Village Hall management team
The BCF trustees are pleased to announce that Sue Davies has been appointed Village Hall Bookings Manager.
Sue has already begun her training in using the bookings system but unfortunately this was curtailed due to
the latest lockdown. Training will resume when restrictions permit. The trustees are also pleased to report
that Grace Williams has been promoted to the position of Caretaker. The two ladies will work together to
deliver a great facility for the village. Please join us in wishing them success in their new roles.
Co-op vouchers scheme
The Co-op vouchers scheme continues to operate, providing shopping
vouchers for anyone in the village who is suffering hardship as a result of
the Covid-19 restrictions. If you are affected or you know someone who is
need of financial assistance please complete an application form and email it to charity.secretary@thebcf.net or deliver it to the Charity secretary
at 14 Lenthal. Copies of the form were distributed to all homes in
Bletchington at the beginning of the pandemic and further copies can be
obtained from the village website: www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk.
There is no limit to the number of applications for vouchers that an
individual can make so you are welcome to make further applications if
your circumstances of hardship are ongoing. The scheme will continue
until further notice.
The trustees of the BCF are extremely grateful for the help given by Midcounties Co-op in gifting us some
vouchers to use in conjunction with this scheme. We would also like to thank store manager Mike Seaton for
his help in securing us this support.
Meanwhile grants are also still available for a wide range of other purposes, including assisting with general
hardship and for educational or sporting purposes. To apply for a grant, please complete a grant application
form and preferably e-mail it or deliver by hand to the charity secretary set out above.
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THE BOAR’S HEAD CAROL – THE OXFORD CAROL
Oxford has its own Christmas carol. Also called The Boar’s Head Carol, partially in English and partially in Latin,
it is one of our oldest carols, with records going back to 1520 when it was first published in a book called
‘Christmase Carolls Newly Emprynted at London’. Legend has it that its origins go back to the 15th Century
when a student at Queen’s College captured and killed an attacking boar in Shotover Forest, offering the head
of the beast to the college as a centrepiece for a great feast.
The carol is now sung annually (perhaps not this year?) at Queen’s College as part of the ancient ceremony
when a boar’s head is brought in by three chefs on a large silver platter at the head of a procession, followed
by the chief singer singing the verses, candle bearers and choristers who take up the chorus. The head is
placed on the high table and the provost passes the orange from its mouth to the chief singer.
The carol is often sung locally in pubs and other festive gatherings. Local folk group, Magpie Lane, included a
version of the song in their “Oxfordshire Ramble” album, a collection of folk songs from the county. Versions
of the carol are also sung at other educational establishments both in the UK and overseas.
The Boar's Head in hand bear I
Bedecked with bay and rosemary
And I pray you, my masters, be merry
Quot estis in convivio
Chorus:
Caput apri defero, reddens laudes domino (repeat)
The Boar's Head, as I understand
Is the rarest dish in all the land
Which thus bedecked with a gay garland
Let us servire cantico
Chorus
Our steward has provided this
In honour of the king of bliss
Which on this day to be serv'ed is
In reginensi atrio
Chorus

THE VILLAGE NEWS CHRISTMAS QUIZ
No prizes – Just for fun!
Identify the following Christmas songs from the opening lyrics – song title and artist needed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Are you hanging up a stocking on your wall, It’s the time that every Santa has a ball
So this is Christmas, And what have you done, Another year over, And a new one just begun
Just hear those sleigh bells jingling, Ring tingle tingling too
They said there’ll be snow at Christmas, They said there’ll be peace on earth
Welcome to my Christmas song, I’d like to thank you for the year
It was Christmas Eve babe, In the drunk tank, An old man said to me, Won’t see another one
Bah humbug! No that’s too strong, Cos it is my favourite holiday
Well way up north where the air gets cold, There’s a tale about Christmas that you’ve all been told
When the snowman brings the snow, Well he just might like to know
Sleigh bells ring, are you listening, Down the lane, snow is glistening

Answers in the next edition of Village News
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1st Bletchington Brownies
Zooming our way through this term has been interesting and very fun. We've done lots of activities
together apart including making halloween costumes from recyclable items, painting Remembrance
stones, learning ballet and line dancing and more. We completed the Influence Skills Builder badge
and several Brownies have done interest badges at home. Well done Sylvie, Megan, Poppy and
Imogen for all your work.
We are very excited that our first two Brownies have completed the Bronze Awards - congratulations
Fran and Emilia.
Brown Owl and Wombat attended the 2 minutes silence at the village memorial stone with our unit
flags as we were unable to join the parade in Woodstock as normal.
Currently we have spaces for girls age 7-10 to join us for the zoom sessions - on Monday evenings.
We also have spaces at Woodstock Rainbows for girls age 5-7. Message me for more details.
Lorraine
Girlguidingwoodstock@hotmail.co.uk

Energy Solutions Oxfordshire
Local workplaces could be saving money every year and cutting their carbon
emissions at the same time – here’s how
Buildings are responsible for 29% of our annual carbon emissions according to the UK Committee on Climate
Change.
Heating and electricity are necessary to keep our businesses running and our employees and customers
comfortable. But, in the UK, our buildings are old and inefficient. We waste energy through the outdated
fabric of our buildings - single-glazed windows, uninsulated walls or roofs, and more – in our workplaces as
well as our homes. So what can we do about it? The answer lies in energy efficiency.
Energy efficiency measures reduce energy use – reducing carbon emissions whilst also cutting the cost of
energy bills, and improving the comfort of the building.
Take local accountancy firm Chapman Robinson & Moores (CRM). They occupy an office on a business park in
Kidlington and were keen to reduce the environmental impact of their operations. So, they made several
improvements to their office space including swapping their heating system for an air source heat pump,
installing LED lights, and draught-proofing. As well as reducing their carbon footprint, this has also boosted
the comfort of the building by maintaining a constant temperature year round, as well as significantly
reducing their bills.
Energy Solutions Oxfordshire (ESOx) has been set up by local social enterprise the Low Carbon Hub, in
collaboration with the not-for-profit Environmental Information Exchange unit at Oxford Brookes University
to support local businesses like CRM as a ‘one-stop’ energy efficiency service. They make energy efficiency
improvements as simple as possible, looking after the whole process. They can also help with low-interest
loans and finance opportunities if upfront costs are an issue.
ESOx is supported by funding from the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, meaning that
until March 2021 the service is free up to the point of improvements being implemented. That means that
right now you can access their expert advice on measures, project planning, suggested contractors, and a
measurement and verification plan to measure savings for no cost.
So if you own, or work for, a local business which you think could do more to improve energy efficiency at its
premises, now’s the time to do something about it.
Head to energysolutionsoxfordshire.org/register or email hello@energysolutionsoxfordshire.org to get
started.
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
With the current COVID situation and the uncertainty of the near future it is unlikely that the bar will reopen
this year. Reopening will be reviewed in the New Year.
Please be assured that we will reopen the bar as soon as we feel it’s safe and manageable for our volunteer bar
staff and customers. Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
Quiz League: The quiz team are still competing, albeit online. On Thursday's we take part in a quiz with other
teams from the Oxfordshire quiz league. We do ok and thoroughly enjoy our evenings. On Wednesday the
Online Quiz League has just finished its second season. We won 4 of our 11 games, but have still been
relegated to the 3rd division. Interesting to note that in the 1st division there were 16 points between the top 3
teams, in our division that covered all 12 teams! We are now in the end of season cup, and we will see what
happens!
Football: The men are currently in 2nd place of division 1 of The Witney & District League.
Hopefully all men’s and youth football will return in December.
If you use the Sportsground, we would be grateful if you could refrain from playing ball games against the
Clubhouse as we have experienced some damage to the building.
Could you also refrain from playing in the goalmouths as this wears the grass out prematurely.
PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND

Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie
Mr M Whitehead

Clerk: Fiona Mason

14, Coghill
Village Farm
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close
Rogers Cottage, Station Road

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856
Tel: 350991

Tel: 351967

The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would just like a
chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Tim Hallchurch (tim.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
County Councillor:
Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)
Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting is held,
and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice of meetings are
always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall facing the Green.
Members of the Public are welcome at Meetings, but must seek prior permission if they wish to join in the
discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have been
approved.

There is no meeting in December as mentioned above so the next meeting will take
place on the 7th January 2021. All meetings will be via Virtual Zoom meeting until
the Lockdown restrictions are lifted.
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Lockdown
Hopefully by now, we will be reaching the end of our second Lockdown. But should the restrictions not be
lifted or if your circumstances have changed and you need support, here is a reminder of the resources
available to you.
There is a WhatsApp group called BletchNet that is open to any Villager to join, to offer help or request it.
Help offers might be for shopping, a weekly phone call or collection of prescriptions for those distancing
themselves. It is also a place to request help too.
If you’d like to join please send a text to 07970 618260 and you’ll be added.

Bletchingdon Snow Warden Scheme
Thank you to those of you have come forward to volunteer.
We are still seeking good neighbours to join our Snow Warden Scheme. The more volunteers we have, the
easier it will be to grit the whole Village.
The council supplies everything the volunteers need.
Interested persons should contact the Parish Clerk, Fiona Mason on 01869 351967 or bletchpc@gmail.com

Planning Matters
Notice of Applications Approved in September & October 2020:

20/01930/TCA – Mr James Rutt, 1 Blenheim Terrace, Bletchingdon OX5 3DQ – TG1 x 2 Cypress and
x3 Holly stems – Fell trees to near ground level. The trees are the remnant of an over grown scrub
filled garden that has recently been cleared. The Cypress have been historically topped and are of
poor form and the over grown stems of Holly are now leggy and in need of replacement. The garden
is being renovated and the trees will be replaced with more appropriate species for the location.
20/00804/F – Half Acre Cottage, Street through Heathfield Village, Heathfield OX5 3DU Removal of
Condition 1 (6 months demolition) of 19/02254/F.
20/02344/F – Land at Station Road, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3FA – Change of use of amenity
land to private curtilage and change of use of vacant land to amenity land.
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council in September & October 2020:

20/02344/F – ZeroC Holding Limited – Land at Station Road, Bletchingdon, Kidlington, OX5 3FA –
Change of Use of amenity land to private curtilage and Change of Use of vacant land to amenity land.
20/02342/F – ZeroC Holdings Limited – Land North of Station Road, Bletchingdon – Variation of
Conditions 1 (supporting documents), 5 (boundary enclosures), 6 (means of access), 13 (surface
water drainage scheme) and 14 (landscaping scheme) of 16/00362/F.
20/02372/OUT – Mr Roy Dale, Station House, Station Road, Enslow, Kidlington, OX5 3AX – Removal
of existing mobile home and conservatory; erection of replacement detached dwelling.
20/02474/F – Mr Roger Simmonds – New House, St Giles, Bletchingdon OX5 3BX – Variation of
condition 4 (plans) of 19/01568/OUT – Extend the existing cat-slide roof profile across the site,
reducing plot 2 roof height while retaining footprint.
20/02581/F – Mr Graham and Martin Hill – OS Parcel 9521 Underdowns, Lince Lane, Kirtlington –
Proposed agricultural workers dwelling and new agricultural building.
Annual Accounts Audit 2019/2020
The audit of accounts for Bletchingdon Parish Council, for the year ending 31 st March 2020 has now
concluded.
If you would like to see the external auditors report, this can be viewed on the Parish Website or you can
contact the Clerk and ask to see it.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Christmas traditions and origins
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Christmas is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass,” a phrase first recorded back in 1038.
Hanging stockings out comes from the Dutch custom of leaving shoes packed with food for St
Nicholas’s donkeys. He would leave small gifts in return.
The tradition of putting tangerines in stockings comes from 12th-century French nuns who left
socks full of fruit, nuts and tangerines at the houses of the poor.
Boxing Day gets its name from all the money collected in church alms-boxes for the poor.
Robins on cards started as a joke 150 years ago when postmen wore red tunics and were named
after them.
***********************************************************************************************
Adverts

N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News

Your advert could be
here for only

£15.00
Per Year
(6 issues per year)

Jo Scurr, Linda Morris and Kelly White are the Travel Directors, your local travel experts
We all live with our families in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire and have between us more than 85 years of Travel Industry
experience. For the last 10 years we have all worked for leading luxury long haul tour operators and have been lucky enough
to have experienced first-hand the most amazing destinations across the globe. We can of course also help with a European
trip or even some innovative UK holidays. Our ethos for setting up our own business as The Travel Directors was that we felt
there is a genuine gap in the market for a local Travel Company that not only has a wealth of knowledge, a love of travel but
also a genuine passion for great customer service. So out of this: Jo, Linda and Kelly as The Travel Directors was born.
The Travel Directors can offer you everything from Luxury Long Haul Travel, City Breaks, Cruise, Weddings,
The Ultimate Florida Holiday, European Beach Holidays and Original UK holidays
We are fully ABTA bonded and ATOL protected meaning your money is 100% safe
Why would you risk your money booking online, trawling through endless websites where you cannot speak to a person and
are just a number or a seat on a plane. Even with a High Street agency, you will see directional selling, promoting their own
products rather than what is best for you. We are truly independent but with the financial backing and buying power of the MidCounties Co-operative meaning that we have access to the best rates from only trusted suppliers.

HOW TO CONTACT US
Jo Scurr Tel: 07900 492787 / Email: joanne.scurr@thetraveldirectors.co.uk
thetraveldirectors.co.uk/joannescurr
Linda Morris Tel: 07956 015011 / Email: linda.morris@thetraveldirectors.co.uk
thetraveldirectors.co.uk/lindamorris
Kelly White Tel: 07732 353592 / Email: Kelly.white@thetraveldirectors.co.uk
thetraveldirectors.co.uk/kellywhite

DISCOVER

EXPLORE

RELAX

UNWIND
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We deliver daily newspapers
and magazines to the village.

Any combination of
days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499
or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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