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Following the 2 minutes silence at 
11 a.m, many Bletchingdon 

residents made the best of VE day 
under Lockdown – Decorated 
houses, afternoon tea and music, 

all made for an enjoyable day.  
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B L E T C H I N G T O N 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

I am sure everyone in the village will join me in saying a massive thank you to all NHS staff, all staff at the Co-
op and other retailers, postal/delivery workers, refuse collectors and all other key workers for helping keep 
Bletchington and the rest of the country going. The lockdown has now been in place for over two months and 
what, just a few weeks ago seemed to be a very strange way to live our lives, is now almost becoming to feel 
like the norm. But no doubt there must be a sense of loss about the summer of 2020, with holidays having to 
be cancelled and events we spent the winter looking forward to now not happening.  
 

8th May marked the 75th anniversary of VE Day which was originally intended to be a joyous celebration but 
unfortunately circumstances determined that would not be possible, nevertheless the people of Bletchington 
did their best to mark the occasion. Several homes were appropriately decorated and the fine weather we 
were blessed with on the day brought many villagers into their gardens to celebrate with a picnic or cream 
tea. Our picture gallery opposite captures the spirit of the day – photos courtesy of Ian Gedling & Liz Saunders. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who provided material for this edition of Village News, at a time when most village 
organisations are not operating and therefore providing us with their usual articles. Circumstances are likely 
to remain largely unchanged for the next edition so please keep your contributions coming. Whilst in the 
midst of lockdown, we would love to see more examples of children’s artwork and hear your lockdown 
stories, as well as any other news stories, photographs and memories of Bletchington. Please e-mail your 
contributions to bletchington@aol.com. The deadline for articles is always the 20th of the month prior to 
publication – so articles for inclusion in the August/September magazine must be with us by 20th July, 2020. 
 

petebaker99@gmail.com                                                                                   Pete Baker 
 

From the Co-op: 
Manager Mike Seaton would like to say a 
personal thank you to all colleagues who are 
working so hard in store, to all volunteers who 
are helping with deliveries to the vulnerable and, 
once again, to the village as a whole for their 
support and, most of all, understanding during a 
challenging time where the availability and 
service has dipped as a result of the situation we 
all find ourselves in. 
 

 

 
Louie Whitehead’s special message to the Co-op: 
 

 
 

Read all about Louie’s lockdown on Page 9 
 

 

Cover Photograph:  The spirit of wartime motoring came to the Blacks Head as part of the VE day 

commemorations when this fine period vehicle was displayed at the front of the pub. Owner Dave Keen 
restored the NG TA to its former glory about four years ago. NG refers to Nick Green, the designer/ 
manufacturer. This particular vehicle was post war in construction, one of about 400 built in total, but the 
design is based on the classic 1930s Mark II Aston Martin. 

 

mailto:bletchington@aol.com
mailto:petebaker99@gmail.com
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 ST. GILES’ CHURCH  NEWS AND SERVICES  

 

We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton, 

Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)  
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

At the time of going to press we are not sure when we will be permitted to use our churches again for public 

worship.   As soon as there is any news we will post it on social media and on the benefice website.   

Meanwhile, many parishioners have been participating in Zoom Services, with more people attending than at 

usual services!  They provide a useful link within the benefice, and keep the connection going, which is so 

important.  Technology has become less of a monster for people and instead become a real opening to 

communication with others during this time.   

If you would like to participate (normally on Sundays at 1000) please email akemanbenefice@gmail.com for 

joining instructions, or ask one of your churchwardens.  

There is a wide range of other services available – on the BBC, from the national church and from the Diocese 

of Oxford.  For the diocesan services please go to https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-

19/livestream/ 

There is also a church service which can be received by telephone: 01865 920930. 

Expenditure - You will probably be aware that, though our church buildings are currently closed, most of the 

expenses continue.  We are aware that for many of you this is also a time when income is reduced.  However, if 

you are able to make a one-off contribution, or, even better, take out a standing order, please contact your local 

churchwarden or treasurer for details of how to do this.  Thank you.   

Ministry Team 

Rector: The Rev’d Gareth Miller  01869 350224     akemanbenefice@gmail.com                                                                                         

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Nick Ktorides 01869 324191     nickkt0rides@akeman.gmail.com   

 

Assistant Priests: The Rev’d Michael White     01869 572559     mikewhite.akeman@gmail.com 

The Very Rev’d Robert Wilkes       01869 350159   bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com 

The Rev’d Dr. Paula Clifford   01869 530806   cliffordpaula.akeman@gmail.com  

 

Licensed Lay Minister: Paul Clifford   01869  351652    paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com 

 

Children and Families’ Co-ordinator:  Joanna Clifford     01869 351652                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                          joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com 

 

Safeguarding Officer:   Nicky Donne  01869  351748    safeguarding.akeman@gmail.com 

 

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger                              Treasurer: Ian Gedling  

Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy                Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts 

Secretary: Patricia Hampson  

 

Funerals 

This has been a particularly distressing time for people who have lost loved ones.  The social distancing and 

limitation of the number of people allowed to attend funerals have made it hard for people to pay their respects 

in the customary way: “It has been strange not to be able to get on with the normal things one has to do when 

someone dies”. 

 

From the registers: 

March 30th Burial of Anthony Angelo Primarolo, with service at graveside  

 April 23
rd

   Burial of Ronald Joseph Gamage, with service at graveside 

We send our condolences to Anthony’s and Ron’s family and friends 

mailto:akemanbenefice@gmail.com
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
mailto:mikewhite.akeman@gmail.com
mailto:bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com
mailto:paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com
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A message from the Bletchingdon Prayer Group 

The group that meet for Morning Prayer on a Tuesday in Bletchingdon have copies of the book 
that they use at home to read daily.  This has proved to be very beneficial and some words are so 
appropriate at this time.  The opening words on the first few days I share with you: 

Praise be to God calling us to the strangest of ways, turning us inside out, upside down, 
revealing a new world to eyes that are open.  Canticle 42 

Moreover, these words particularly struck me on Workers’ Day, when we had a minute’s silence for 
all key workers who had died: 

From time to time you rescue me, O God, by the skills of your people, by means unknown. You 
come to me in the guise of strangers. I am humbled by their willingness to care.  Psalm 116 
 
We are continuing to meet up via video to pray and share together, which is such a boost. 
 
Kathy O’Connor 

 

 
Letter from  The Rector 

 

Dear friends 

Church buildings are special to many of us, though we’re having to make do without them for the 

time being.  That’s sad, but we’re also learning new ways of being together and worshipping 

together.  Of course, trying to worship God while looking at a screen is not ideal, but thank God 

that we can enjoy a different kind of fellowship that in some ways feels quite intimate.  

The Bible reminds us that God does not live in human temples. But being human we need visual 

aids, places that give us a glimpse of heaven. That’s why we make the liturgy different from 

ordinary life. It’s why we have robes, and music and processions, and in some places smells and 

bells.  It’s not supposed to be like other times and other places.  Here we encounter the divine in 

all his mystery and majesty, as well as all his intimacy. 

When Prince Vladimir of Kiev visited Constantinople in 988 he attended mass in Hagia Sophia. “We 

did not know whether we were on earth or in heaven,” he said. “Never have we seen such beauty. 

Here we can truly say that God dwells among men.”  

When we are touched by the infinite our instinct is to kneel or to bow down. Have you ever had 

that experience of going into an empty church and the only appropriate thing to do is to kneel? We 

are bodily creatures, and just as people who live entirely in their heads often find it difficult to 

contact their emotions, so if we do not use our bodies in church it’s perhaps more difficult to 

connect with God.  

It has become rarer to see people kneel in church. Some of us of course might find it difficult to 

get up!  But we can bow towards the altar, or make the sign of the cross, or raise our hands in 

praise, or dance, or reverence the blessed sacrament.  When the priest bows or genuflects at the 

consecration it is a reminder that God comes down to us in order to bring us up to him. That’s 

what worship reminds us of.  

We can just see the obvious, the literal, what stares us in the face, or we can move through and 

see beyond: “A man that looks on glass on it may stay his eye, or, if he pleaseth through it pass, 

and then the heav’n espy.” (George Herbert). 

I hope it won’t be long before we can gather again for corporate worship. Worship draws us out of 

the suffocating bubble of our own ego.  Richard Rohr, the American Franciscan, says “Your life is 

not about you.”  St Paul put it even better: “It is not I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” 

 

Gareth 
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Ron Gamage 15th May 1932 – 1st April 2020 

Ron was born, and lived his whole life, in Bletchington.  He was the 2
nd

 eldest of 5 children, and as a young 

boy, the fields and lanes of Bletchington were his playground.  Ron was not keen on school and although a very 

bright pupil, would much rather be watching his dad milking the cows than attending school. His excuses for 

not being well enough to attend school, were many and varied, earning him the nickname Sham.  

His trade on leaving school was a carpenter/joiner and his work was highly regarded. He was a perfectionist 

(although not always finishing the jobs undertaken!) 

His national service was with the RAF Regiment. 

He married Rose, while on leave, in December 1951.  They moved into Valentia close when the houses were 

newly built and it’s where they lived all their married lives and brought up their 2 daughters. 

Ron was very good at sport and played for both the village’s football and cricket teams.  Football was his 

passion and he played alongside his 2 brothers though he would be first to admit that Arthur was the better 

player. 

He took an active interest in the Village, attending the weekly whist drives and was a life vice-president of the 

Sports and Social club, member of the Parish Council and a trustee of Bletchington Charity. 

He was a grandfather and great grandfather and was always pleased to learn of their achievements and enjoyed 

family holidays. 

He enjoyed ballroom dancing and woodturning but his great enjoyment, in retirement was gardening. Many 

villagers will remember his wonderful display of flowers in his front garden, in perfect regimented rows! It is 

something that many people remark upon when talking about Ron. 

Sadly many of his friends in Bletchington passed away, over the years, and he greatly missed being able to 

stroll down the village and visit them. His social life changed even more when he was diagnosed with 

dementia. He continued to live at home and even after Rose passed away, he was able to manage at home with 

help up to the last 7 weeks of his life, still enjoying his walks around the village. As mentioned, only in the last 

issue of Village News, this was due in part to the neighbours and friends who looked out for him. After a 3 

week stay in hospital following a fall, Ron moved into Lake House in Adderbury where he sadly passed away 

on 1
st
 April. 

In these sad days of the Coronavirus pandemic, Ron’s funeral could have been a very sombre affair but his last 

journey was around the village that he loved and the family were overwhelmed that over 100 people turned out 

to pay their respects.  It was a very fitting tribute to a true Bletchingtonian and he would have been extremely 

proud. 

Sue, Liz and families would like to thank everyone for the kind wishes and messages of sympathy received and 

to everyone who shared his final journey with us. It was greatly appreciated. 
 
 

GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES 
 

Although we haven't been able to meet face to face since March, we still having been getting up to lots and 
having fun. We are sending weekly activities by email and our Facebook group and occasional videos.  

 

We joined with 95,000 other people from 68 countries sleeping in tents and dens 
on April 30th to break the World Record for people campout on the same night. 
Well done everyone who took part. Some of us are working on the Girlguiding 
Oxfordshire County camp challenge. Wombat recreated the 2010 centenary sleep 
under the stars at Blenheim Palace for her challenge. If you ask anyone who was 
at the original event they will tell you it was amazing waking up covered in frost!  
 

A huge well done to Martha, who was 
the first Brownie in Bletchington to gain 
her Gold Award. Martha did some 
amazing badge work to gain this. 
Wombat and Brown Owl visited her to 
present the award, social distancing 
style.  
 

Bilby put together a video with the 
brownies help to show some of the 
things we get up too.  
 

Brownies are working on their interest badges at home during this time. Wombat 
has completed her knitting badge and took part in a 1940s style virtual camp with 

lots of activities to commemorate VE day.  
We will keep everyone updated as to when we are able to return to meetings following Girlguiding guidelines. 
When we do return out local Rainbow group in Woodstock will have spaces for girls age 5-7 to join. If you want 
to keep informed of things please contact me on Girlguidingwoodstock@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:Girlguidingwoodstock@hotmail.co.uk
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News in Brief 
 

 

Co-op raided 

A raid took place at the Co-op on the night of 10th/11th May at 00:38am when thieves made off with the ATM 

cash dispenser. This has since been recovered, including all the cash, but a considerable amount of damage to 

the store was caused. Up to six people and up to three vehicles are believed to have been involved. Anyone 

with information about the raid should call 101, quoting reference number 43200137972. A big thank you to 

Mike and his team and also to the builders for all their hard work in getting the store open again so quickly. 

During lockdown the shop is proving a lifeline to the community and customers have shown their appreciation 

in the form of well wishes, cards and cakes for which Mike and his colleagues are massively grateful. 
 

Gardening support/hot meals 

One of our residents has very kindly offered to help out with light gardening duties (Thursdays and weekends) 

for vulnerable villagers who are currently self-isolating. Also she has offered to provide a hot meal on an 

occasional basis. If you would like to take up either of these kind offers, please initially contact the VN editor 

by e-mail: petebaker99@gmail.com or telephone 01869 350117.  
 

Lockdown & Loaded take-away 

Unfortunately we can’t get a drink at the Blacks Head at the moment, nor can we go there to socialise, but 

pubs are finding innovative ways to keep going during these difficult times of lockdown. The Blacks Head is no 

exception and chef Rich has teamed up with Amy to create Lockdown & Loaded, a take-away service 

operating from the pub on Friday and Saturday evenings from 5:00 till 8:00pm, offering a range of homemade 

pizzas and burgers. Orders must be placed in advance as they operate pre-booked collection times in order to 

maintain social distancing. Please e-mail lockdownandloaded@gmail.com or call 01869 350011 or order on-

line through Facebook - orders are taken from 4:30pm on Thursday. 
 

Fish & Chips Tuesdays 

Mark’s ‘Country’ Fish & Chips van is now operating again at the usual times on Tuesday evenings. We also 

now have another Fish & Chips delivery service operating on Tuesday afternoons around 2:00pm. Ideally 

orders for this should be placed beforehand by calling 07484 360719. 
 

Bus 250 

Bus usage is minimal at the moment so the Oxford Bus Company has reduced the frequency of its 250 service 

to one bus about every two hours, Monday to Saturday, until further notice. Departure times as follows: 

From Bletchington to Oxford:    06:35   08:33   10:33   12:33   14:33   16:38   18:54 

Return from Oxford:                     07:05   09:05   11:05   13:05   15:05   17:15   19:26 

From Bletchington to Bicester:   07:28   09:28   11:28   13:28   15:28   17:43   19:47 

Return from Bicester:                   08:02   10:02   12:02   14:02   16:05   18:24 
 

Bunkers Hill Plant Nursey 

Gardening is proving a very popular activity during the lockdown, and for its duration, Bunkers Hill Plant 

Nursery is offering a delivery service. They will deliver any order, small or large, for a flat delivery fee of £5 to 

addresses in Bletchington and anywhere within the OX5 postcode area. They are now also offering a Click & 

Collect service. To place an order visit their website: bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk. If you don’t have access to 

a computer, please give them a call on 01869 331492. 
 

Sponsor Mike 

Co-op manager Mike Seaton is hoping to run in this year’s Great North Run on Sunday, 13th September. If this 

cannot take place, Mike’s alternative plan is to run from his home in Brackley to the store here in Bletchington 

which, at around 16 miles, is three miles further than the half-marathon distance of the GNR. Whether 

running through the streets of Newcastle-upon-Tyne or the lanes of North Oxfordshire, Mike would very 

much appreciate your sponsorship. His chosen charity is Muscular Dystrophy UK, a cause very close to his 

heart, as his nephew Sydney has Myotonic Dystrophy. If you would like to sponsor Mike, please visit his 

justgiving page: www.justgiving.com/mike-seaton5. Thank you for supporting this worthwhile cause. 
 

mailto:petebaker99@gmail.com
mailto:lockdownandloaded@gmail.com
http://www.justgiving.com/mike-seaton5
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Household Waste Recycling Centres 

Oxfordshire County Council’s seven Household Waste Recycling Centres have reopened for essential use. This 

means waste that cannot be stored at home, or would cause harm to health if stored. There will be new site 

rules to ensure social distancing and the safety of residents and site staff, including reduced opening hours of 

8:00am–4:00pm to allow for cleaning, limiting the number and size of vehicles on site and contactless 

payments only. Queues are likely, so if it can wait, please do so. If it’s waste that can be disposed of legally 

and responsibly in another way, such as weekly kerbside collections or district council collection services, 

please do that. Further information can be found on their website: 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions. 

 

Wildlife Walk 
 
Throughout the lockdown, we’ve all been so lucky to have a wealth of beautiful walks right on our doorstep. 
Many of us have been out enjoying the good weather and spotting local wildlife.  

 
All of these animals have been seen around Bletchingdon Park over the past few weeks. Why not take this 
trail on your next walk and see how many you can spot? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

It’s important that we look after the animals around us – Bletchingdon is their home too! Please don’t startle 
or try to feed or handle wildlife, and always dispose of litter and dog mess in bins. 

 

Do you have any stories or pictures of local wildlife? We’d love if you shared them with us, through the Village 
News  at bletchington@aol.com. 

Claire Mullen 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions
mailto:bletchington@aol.com
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Useful contact numbers for families during COVID-19 
Community Connect (Citizens advice) 

0300 004 04 01 www.canosn.org.uk 

Support and guidance on how to keep well at home, what support is available and how to manage anxiety, 

debt and money advice. 
 

Volunteer Driving Scheme (Citizens advice) 

0300 3030125 www.canosn.org.uk 

If you (or someone elderly or vulnerable you know) are self-isolating and have no means of getting food, the 

Volunteer Driving Scheme can deliver an emergency food parcel to you. 

To request a delivery, call the above number and leave your name and telephone number only. One of the 

team will call you back. They can also support you to get an assisted food delivery. 
 

Samaritans 

116 123 (free from any phone) www.samaritans.org 

Whatever you’re going through, you can talk to someone at the Samaritans. 
 

Oxfordshire Mind 

01865 247788 www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk 

If you’re concerned about your mental health, the information line can point you towards support. 
 

Oxfordshire All In www.oxfordshireallin.org 

This website maps all community services available within Oxfordshire, including those closest to you. 
 

Local Foodbanks 

An increasing amount of people need emergency essentials from the foodbank. Please do not feel 

embarrassed about asking for help – these are exceptionally difficult times. In order to book a package, you 

will need to have a voucher code which can be accessed from a variety of different agencies (including citizens 

advice who are contactable on 0300 3030125). For more information on receiving a code and how to get your 

package call: 

 01295 661304 if you live in Banbury, or email info@banbury.foodbank.org.uk 

 01869 321806 for Bicester, or email info@bicester.foodbank.org.uk 

 07929 721172 for Kidlington, or email admin@northoxfordshirecommunityfoodbank.org.uk 
 

Cherwell District Council 

01295 227051 (Mon-Fri 8.45am – 5.15pm) or email cdc.shield@cherwell-dc.gov.uk  

Cherwell District Council has a dedicated phone and email service, helping vulnerable residents with their 

concerns. There’s also a new online guide, helping families stay active inside at www.cherwell.gov.uk/activity-

and-wellbeing-hub 
 

Are you or someone you know at risk of harm from domestic abuse? 

If you are at risk of harm at home, you can choose to leave and will be helped by police and support workers to 

get yourself and your family to somewhere safe. Anyone in immediate danger should phone 999. 

If you are in danger and unable to talk on the phone, dial 999 and then press 55. This will transfer the call to 

police, who will assist without the caller having to speak. 

Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Services offer free advice: 0800 731 0055 (Mon-Fri 10am-7pm) or call the 24-

hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247 or e-mail das@a2dominion.co.uk 
 

A free information book explaining the coronavirus to children, illustrated by Gruffalo illustrator 

Axel Scheffler is available from Nosycrow.com and can be downloaded. Type Nosy Crow into a 

search engine to access their website, where the book can easily be found. 

http://www.canosn.org.uk/
http://www.canosn.org.uk/
http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordshireallin.org/
mailto:info@banbury.foodbank.org.uk
mailto:info@bicester.foodbank.org.uk
mailto:admin@northoxfordshirecommunityfoodbank.org.uk
mailto:cdc.shield@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/activity-and-wellbeing-hub
http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/activity-and-wellbeing-hub
mailto:das@a2dominion.co.uk
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CHILDREN’S LOCKDOWN ARTWORK 

 

The children of Bletchington have been busy during lockdown producing some notable works of art…… 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Rainbows have been a very popular subject for 
paintings during lockdown. These have been painted 
by Darcey Horwood, aged 5 (top left); Sammy Curry, 
aged 4 (above); and Sam Robins, aged 11 (left). 
 
Many thanks to all the children for sending us their 
artwork. We would love to have some more 
children’s artwork for publication in the next edition 
of Village News, so please keep your paintings 
coming. Don’t forget the deadline for this is 20th 
July. 

 
LOUIE’S LOCKDOWN 
Five year old Louie Whitehead has been really thoughtful 
during this strange time of lockdown and wanted to show 
his appreciation to those key workers who have been 
keeping things ’business as usual’. He has done this by 
writing letters of thanks and also drawing pictures. In 
addition to writing daily letters to his friends, family and 
his teacher, Louie has thanked staff at the Co-op (see 
Page 1) which was really appreciated, he also drew this 
picture and wrote a card for the midwives at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital who have been looking after his 
mummy before she gives birth in the summer. 

 
 

 

He even wrote a get well card to Boris as well as letters to the police and the bin men and women! Not only 

do we have discussions about the virus but he also understands the importance of why we are staying at 

home and constantly washing our hands! Parents Kelly & Matt Whitehead are very proud of their happy little 

boy.   
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Memories of the lost years in Oxfordshire: 1939–1945 
 

Extracts taken from an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of the public and gathered 

by the BBC. The archive can be found at bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar. Audrey Demers, WW2 People’s War. 
 

Whilst doing some research into the history of our house a few years ago, I came across the story of a young 

girl and three of her siblings who were evacuated from London to Bletchington at the start of World War II. 

Audrey and her older sister Edna initially stayed with Mr. & Mrs. Denton who lived at ‘Glendale’ (now our 

home, near The Black’s Head). 

Marion Stockton 

_____________________________________ 

Audrey’s story 

When I was five the world was preparing for war, and every day all the children would attend school, with 

their gas masks, ready for evacuation. It was all very ‘hush hush’ and no one knew which day we would depart. 

The day eventually came and we all walked to the station with our parcel of clothes, gas masks, food and a 

piece of cardboard on string around our necks with our name on it. The date was Friday September 1st 1939, 

destination unknown to parents and children alike, this being for security reasons. The parents were notified 

after we reached our designated spot. Many years later I learned that some-one had seen the line of children 

leaving the school and had run to tell as many parents as possible, ‘‘The children are going’’. Mummy had been 

shopping and had run with heavy bags all the way to the station, but missed us. My heart still aches for her, to 

think how she must have felt, not being able to say goodbye. 

James, Bernard, Edna and myself, along with the other children, all boarded a train and I wet myself because 

I was frightened. We arrived at Bletchington, about 8 miles from Oxford, and were taken to the village hall. In 

retrospect we were treated in a similar fashion to cattle, as the villagers came and looked us over and selected 

and rejected. Mummy and Daddy had asked for the four of us to be billeted together, but that was not possible, 

James (12) and Bernard (10) were chosen at once, and they went to live on a farm. Bernard loved it, but I don’t 

think the ‘muck’ appealed to James. 

Edna and myself were the last to be selected. Many people had chosen Edna, as she was a very sweet 

looking 6½ year old with lovely blonde hair and blue eyes, whereas I was a plain redhead with protruding red 

cheeks, who had sat under a table all the time wetting myself. I don’t know how long we were in the hall but it 

was many hours. Eventually a Mrs Denton said she would take us, I think she considered it her ‘Christian 

Duty’. 

We were only with her for about a month, and we spent our time with her reading the Bible and being very 

clean. We then had to leave as she said she needed the room for her daughter, but I think the bed-wetting was 

too much for her. As soon as our parents were informed of our whereabouts Mummy and Mildred came to see 

us. They travelled by coach as far as Bicester (approximately 10 miles from Bletchington) and were stranded 

there until Mummy stopped a passing motorist who gave them a lift. When they arrived all that way from 

London, they were not invited into the house, but had to speak to us on the doorstep. Mummy could not believe 

her eyes on seeing me as when I had left London I had long ringlets, but Mrs Denton had cut them off saying, 

long hair was sinful. Mummy said my hair looked like Cinderella’s dress at the bottom. They had no way of 

getting back to Bicester to get the coach home, so two young men with motor bikes who lived at the farm gave 

them a lift back. I still smile at my petite and lady-like Mother riding on the back of a motorcycle. 

We went from Mrs Denton’s house to a Mrs Taylor who lived across the village green. She had a daughter 

and grandchild who stayed there most of the time. There were very few men around as those between 18 and 40 

had been conscripted into the forces. We went to the village school, which I enjoyed, but as we both still wet 

the bed we were often thrashed. One day whilst wandering around on our own we found some brown paper and 

string and Edna tried to roll me into a parcel and find a letter box large enough to post me home to London. 

Such innocent exploits of two little girls aged 6½ and 5 years. Another day whilst out the hem of my dress 

caught in my shoe and ripped completely off. Edna using her hand and spittle patted the torn edges in the hope 

it wouldn’t be noticed. During our time there one very unpleasant incident occurred. The telephone box near 

the village hall was smashed. Edna and I saw it and went to investigate and picked up several pieces of glass. 

That evening the village constable knocked at the door and I was accused and reprimanded, as a villager had 

told the constable that I had been seen running away from the broken box. 

I’m not sure how many years we lived with Mrs Taylor, or our reason for leaving, but off again went these 

two little girls carrying their clothes, gas masks and heading for new territory — the far end of the village, to 

Mrs Harris and daughter Christine. There was one bedroom divided by a curtain. In one bed was Mrs Harris 

and Christine (younger than myself) and in the other bed me and Edna. Above was a small attic and down steep 

stairs one room that served all purposes. Each day we would take pails and walk to the well, about a ¼ mile 

away, to draw water and carry the big pails of water back to the house, trying not to spill it. The ‘toilet’ was in 

the garden about 50 yards away. It was a deep hole dug into the ground and a wooden box like structure erected 

around with a hole cut into the top wood to act as a toilet seat. 

http://bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar


 

- 11 - 

When not at school Edna and I would wander everywhere without any supervision and without any-one 

caring where we were. There was a very big house at this end of the village owned by Lord & Lady Valentia. 

During the war it was used by the BBC, and we had Christmas parties and our Brownie meetings there. Most 

people and, of course, tradesmen went to the back entrance, but Edna and I with delusions of grandeur always 

insisted on mounting the steps to the front entrance. Not far from ‘The Big House’ was the Church with 

beautiful stained glass windows. Mrs Harris, Edna and I cleaned the church, and we were made to attend 

services and Sunday school, where I earnestly prayed to go back to Mummy & Daddy. 

During one freezing winter we awoke one morning to the sight of hundreds of men camped in the field. 

They were Canadian soldiers on manoeuvres. We went amongst them to explore and it was great for us because 

they gave us chocolate and tinned fruit. I was sorry when they left as we often stole bread because we were 

hungry. In the small attic above our bed were sacks of apples, put there to ripen, and on going to bed we would 

creep and take an apple to eat, leaving just the stalks which we held in our hands all night ready to throw away 

the next day. 

Summertime was fun as we helped the prisoners of war in making the haystacks. The prisoners all had circle 

patches on their clothing. These patches were the ‘shoot spots’, in case they tried to escape. The Italians were 

given more leeway, but the German prisoners always had a guard nearby with a gun. They were very nice to 

Edna and myself and were among the few men we had any contact with. 

We were told one day to meet the daily train as Daddy was coming to visit us. The station was a few miles 

away and we had to pass the gypsy camp, which made us nervous. Their caravans were lovely, all painted 

bright colours with massive wheels. As we ran past we saw this man walking towards us – we had dawdled and 

was late, or the train was early – it was DADDY. I don’t know how long it had been since we had last seen him 

but I felt shy and held onto Edna’s hand. She said “Let’s walk past him and just say ‘Good morning Mr Jones’ 

”. He replied, “Do I know you two young ladies?” and we both cried, “Daddy, Daddy it’s us”, as if he didn’t 

know. I was walking ten feet tall, absolutely bursting with pride, as was Edna. He was tall, handsome, wearing 

a suit, collar and tie, with an Anthony Eden hat, complete with a walking cane. The perfect gentleman, which 

he was in the truest sense of the word. How unfair it was to compare this knight in shining armour against the 

few men left in the village wearing dungarees and gum boots, milking the cows and toiling the land. It was one 

of those wonderful moments in life that ended all too soon, when he went back to London. 

We were very lucky in our visits, as Mildred would come with a friend whenever possible, and Williamina 

would do the same with her friend. Mummy came for a whole week and at least Mrs Harris allowed her to stay, 

not like Mrs Denton and Mrs Taylor. It rained most of that week, but to us the weather was unimportant. The 

morning Mummy went home we saw the imprint of her shoe heel in the mud outside our ‘toilet’. Edna and I put 

little stones and sticks around the imprint to try to preserve it, and were very sad when the rain-washed it away. 

During the days we would count the Bomber planes going out to fight, and count them coming back. If the 

numbers did not tally on their return journey we got upset, but sometimes the remaining planes would come 

struggling behind, so we were happy again. Whenever the BBC news came on the wireless, there was 

automatically complete silence, although I doubt if we understood what was being said. 

Before bed in the dark evenings Mrs Harris, Edna and myself would read a chapter each of a book – Little 

Women being my favourite at that time. Then came the night when from the garden, in the far distance, we 

could see a huge red glow. Mrs Harris said it was London burning. I still am amazed that we could see it from 

all those miles away. Edna & I held hands praying that our parents and sisters would be safe. 

During our stay with her Mrs Harris went away for a while, to stay with her mother in Kent. Edna and I 

packed our clothes and gas masks and went to Kirtlington, another village about 2 miles away. It was a massive 

house owned by a Mrs Budget who bred race horses and also kept greyhounds. We absolutely loved it there. 

There were two Nannies to care for us called Nurse Amy and Nurse Barbara. There was running hot water, 

plenty of food, which we ate in the big dining hall, and each day we were taken for long walks. During this 

period we lived the lives of little ladies. All good things come to an end, and although we wanted to remain at 

Kirtlington Hall, back we had to go to Mrs Harris. 

There is much more I remember and much I have forgotten, but the six years of evacuation were ones of 

waiting and longing. I’m sure I gained many things from my years in Bletchington, but the overall feeling is 

one of loss. 

I was 11 when the war ended May 8th 1945, but we did not manage to get home until just before VJ Day 

August 12th 1945, as there was so many children’s homecoming to be organised. When the coach arrived to 

take us to the station and HOME, I did not even wait to say good-bye, but just ran and jumped onto the coach. I 

now realise how wicked my actions in doing so were, as we had spent all those years with Mrs Harris and she 

must have formed some attachment to us, as proved in later years, as she always wanted and did keep in touch. 

My six years in ‘exile’ taught me, to laugh at life, also have the stamina not to let the lows in life get the 

better of me. There is always a light on the horizon. There have been and are still many trials and tribulations in 

my life (as in all human life) but I think this is a wonderful world and thank God daily for allowing me to live 

in it. 
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BLETCHINGTON BAKERS 
 

 
Bletchington Bakers are a 23 strong WhatsApp group, with lots of 
little helpers, who are providing home bakes to heroes working 
at the JR and Churchill Hospitals, Caremark in Kidlington, and the 
South Central Ambulance Service based at Kidlington Airport. The 
group started after a Bletchington resident asked a local home 
baker to provide something to help keep hospital night shift staff 
going. As word spread, so many volunteers signed up that we are 
now providing support and encouragement through baking to 
medics, nurses, carers, cleaners, porters, and administrative 
staff. After media attention around the challenges ambulance 
staff are facing, we decided to support our local ambulance 
crews as well. 

 
 

 

 

 
The group also shares sources of 
flour, eggs, and other baking goods, 
with the Co-op helping too. One 
volunteer kindly organises the 
weekly rota, so members only bake 
when it is convenient.  At a time of 
crisis and lockdown, we are getting 
to know our neighbours (while still 
social distancing); feeling useful at a 
time when many of us are struggling 
with managing work, finances, 
children, and loneliness; being proud 
of our contributions; and receiving 
moving messages and cards of 
thanks for our bakes from those who 
are on the front lines of the Covid-19 
battle. 

 

If you would like to join the group, please contact Natalie on 07834 225558. If you don't use WhatsApp, you 

can call 351146 or email cindymccreary@postmaster.co.uk and I will help you get involved. 
 

We are hoping when this crisis is over to make a cookbook out of our best recipes! 
 

Meet Sam Robins, one of our younger bakers, pictured here with her homemade banana bread……  
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:cindymccreary@postmaster.co.uk
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THURSDAY CLUB 
 
We have had no meetings due to lockdown.  
We hope all members are safe and well and we will inform you all when we can resume social 
intercourse safely. 
Keep safe, 
Linda. 
 
 

BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND 
 

2020 was supposed to be a special year for us as it has been 100 years since the Band 

was formed by Fred Foreman in a back room of the Blacks Head Public House.  

However, as we all know 2020 has turned into a completely different year from the 

one we expected. Like everyone, the Band has been affected by the lockdown and we did not 

expect, in our century year, to have to stop playing music in the hall and to be socially distant from 

our fellow players and friends. We had spent three months, rehearsing Neverland,  our piece for the 

annual regional contest  in Stevenage, when on 13th March five days before the contest it was 

cancelled and rehearsals came to a grinding  halt. 

So, for the safety or our players, friends, family and supporters we have also come to the decision to 

cancel our Centenary Festival in July. We planned a wonderful day of music fun and food with 

villagers and Brass banding friends to join in with the celebration, but all is not lost as we have 

decided to postpone the day until 2021 with the provisional date of 18th July…. a date for your diary! 

However, the music still goes on. Even though we have not met up since March, making music 

together hasn’t completely stopped. We have recently received our completed commissioned piece 

of music from Lucy Pankhurst called “Centennial Snapshots”. The Band is really looking forward to 

playing this atmospheric and inventive new piece to our friends and supporters. We have also kept in 

regular contact with each other via Whatsapp and Zoom and even managed to create music 

together. We created an audio of us playing “The Earl of Oxford” which our Musical director expertly 

edited   to create an ensemble piece. We took this to the next level with our social distancing 

performance of ‘(Is this the way to) Amarillo?’ where we recorded ourselves playing  along with a 

few Peter Kay like walking sequences (including a few teddies and pets!)-  to view this must see 

video, please visit our Facebook page: Bletchington Silver Band.   

Keep well and safe and hope it isn’t too long until we can play for you again. 

****************************** 

 
Such a lot has happened since the last 
publication of Village News.  We hope you all 
had a Happy Easter with the restrictions in force 
at the time.  

 
This photograph, taken at Easter, was supplied 
by Mavis Blake in Valentia Close. 
 
She said, “In these difficult times of Lockdown it 
was pleasing to see that the “Easter Bunny” still  
managed to visit Bletchington! “ 
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The Bletchingdon Community Foundation 

 
Bookings Manager sought 
Do you have what it takes to manage the Village 
Hall bookings? The BCF is seeking to recruit a 
Bookings Manager for the Hall, working an 
estimated 5-6 hours per week.  
 

The successful applicant will have an aptitude for 
working with computer programmes and be 
confident in liaising face to face with potential 
hirers. If you are interested in applying, please 
drop an e-mail to vh.manager@thebcf.net with 
some brief details about yourself. 

 
 

 

 

Financial overview 

There has been a slight delay in publishing the accounts for 2019 but there are no major variances against the 

estimated figures published earlier in the year. Income for 2020 for the three charities which make up the BCF 

will be severely impacted by covid-19 implications, due to loss of revenue for the Village Hall and reduction in 

value of investments and income they generate. The full impact will be assessed later in the year, when the 

overall situation becomes clearer.  
 

 

 

 

Co-op vouchers scheme 
The Co-op vouchers scheme is still operating and anyone suffering hardship as 
a result of the Coronavirus restrictions can apply for help from the Charity in 
the form of Co-op vouchers. If you or someone you know is need of financial 
assistance please complete an application form and e-mail it to 
charity.secretary@thebcf.net or deliver it to the Charity secretary at 14 
Lenthal. Copies of the form were distributed to all homes in Bletchington and 
further copies can be obtained from the village website: www.bletchingdon-
pc.org.uk. 
 

Several residents have already been helped in this way and you are welcome 
to make further applications if your circumstances of hardship are ongoing. 
The scheme is set to continue until further notice. 

 

 

Thank you 

The BCF would like to say a big thank you to Midcounties Co-op and Mike Seaton, manager of the 

Bletchington store, for the tremendous help given regarding the voucher scheme and printing the flyers on 

behalf of the Charity, which were delivered to all homes in the village.  

  

mailto:vh.manager@thebcf.net
mailto:charity.secretary@thebcf.net
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Recollections of Bletchingdon Village in the 1930s      by the late Bill Howe  

 (As we have just commemorated VE Day, it seems fitting to mention that Bill was in tanks in the 2nd Fife & 

Forfar Yeomanry, 11th Armoured Division and fought in Normandy through to Lubeck at the end of the war.   
He was part of the force that liberated Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in April ‘45.)  
 

Bletchingdon Village in the 1930s boasted three shops, Taylor’s being the largest: grocery, tobacco products, 

paraffin, basic cough cures and wonder of all magic, a bacon slicer.  How we used to admire that glass and 

chrome monster.  Mrs Matthews ran a smaller shop and post office combined, a dark mysterious place with 

liquorice, gob stoppers, sherbet and, it seemed, products of the Boer War era.  Now and again we could earn a 

tanner for taking a telegraph to Weston on the Green for instance.  M Kibble ran a smaller emporium in the 

house on the Oxford Road/Islip Road corner. 
 

Two carriers operated to Oxford: Mr Casey from Hampton Poyle and Mr Aubrey Howe from the Malt House.  

For a small charge either of them did shopping in Oxford: Maypole Dairy for margarine, Liptons for grocery, 

Freeman Hardy and Willis for shoes, F Cape and Co for socks, and so on.  A lot of clothing was bought ‘on 

appro’: this meant three pairs of shoes, corsets, caps etc would be brought back, one item would be chosen and 

the other two items returned.  The carrier would put his horse in a shed in the Circus Yard down St Ebbes for 

one shilling, leaving the van completely unguarded.  Merchants would deliver goods ordered by the carrier and 

place them on the covered slats in the van.   Sometimes travellers would hire a lift back to Bletchingdon in the 

van.  The passengers would have to alight and walk up Hampton Hill.  The blacksmith’s shop was still in 

operation for shoeing of farm-horses and so on.  There were very few tractors around in the early 30s.  A coal 

merchant had his yard behind the Post Office.  Mr Matthews ran his business besides tree-felling and an area of 

farmland for his horses and a cow or two up the Oxford Road.  He also grew some corn and his ricks, built by 

Ben Cripps were well nigh perfect.  Lots of us can remember the names of his horses:  Bluebell, Blackbird, 

Casey and Bonny.  Other farms in the parish were Mr Rogers at Manor Farm; mill and general farming.  Mr 

Haynes at Home Farm, dairy, beef, arable and a large poultry concern with many thousands of free-range 

chickens.  Mr Eeley at Green Hill, pronounced ‘Grin-ull’, dairy, beef, corn and sheep.  Harry Crawford at the 

Diamond Farm, general farming.  Carter at Stonehouse, pronounced ‘Stun-ouse’, Herridge at Village Farm, 

again general farming enterprises.  All these animals kept the village streets and lanes well coated with muck 

all the year round. 
 

Two public houses: The Red Lion, with landlady Mrs Barratt, and 

the Black’s Head, run by Mr Foreman, who also did a bit of stone-

hauling in the stone-pits with the only chestnut cart horse in the 

village.  (Digress here: surely the Black’s Head could out of 

deference be named The Black Z?) 
 

The population moved very little; still a large a number were 

employed on the farms.  The cement works claimed to employ 15 

or so fellows, building work in Oxford took quite a few, 

Bletchingdon Park Estate would employ 5 or 6 estate workers, 6 

gardeners and gamekeepers.  By then a few had found richer 

pastures at Morris Motors in Cowley, Oxford.  It was more or less a 

fully employed village. 
 

Entertainment was virtually nil.  Dances would be run on Saturday evenings to raise money for the Football or 

Cricket clubs.  Maybe the Women’s Institute would put on a social, when plays or individuals played to a 

packed village hall.  The Band was at its zenith in those days and many people went on band outings to Fairford 

Carnival for one venue.  A strong British Legion branch existed as did a Friendly Society and Ancient Order of 

Buffaloes.  Whit Monday, the Friendly Society paraded around the village behind the Band after Church in the 

morning; the beer fairly flowed on that day.  There was a Mothers’ Union and intermittently Boy Scouts, and 

Girl Guides companies were raised.  There was very little to do in the evenings bar trying to read by the light of 

paraffin lamps.  Not all houses had the standard 3 lamps and one plug of electric power. 
 

Boys wandered around the village after tea, making a general nuisance of themselves.  During the season birds’ 

nesting took a little of their time, but this activity was coming to an end even as long ago as that. 
 

Milk was delivered by Mr Bagnall of Noke, but many people fetched their milk in cans from Mr Haynes’ dairy 

at the Sands Cowhouse (pronounced ‘Sans-cowuss’)  Two bakers supplied our wants: Mr Barratt from 

Woodstock, but mainly our very own Messrs P and O Bateman.  One still imagines the delightful smell of new 

bread when passing the Old Bakehouse.  This excellent establishment provided the means whereby many 

people could have a roast dinner on Sunday.  Even after the war several houses still existed without ovens so 

Mr ‘Jig’ Oliver Bateman got the bakehouse oven going, and for a penny or two he cooked the dinner.  
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 It’s a mystery to me how he cooked the varying size of 

joints.  People went to the bakehouse with baking trays 

wrapped in very white cloths.  I never heard of Jig burning 

the meat.  One old chap’s batters were the envy of many 

and it was reliably reported that he lost his job on a farm 

because he would not divulge the secret of its making to his 

employer’s wife. 
 

There was of course no collection of rubbish, so many 

people had a small two-wheeled truck, pram wheels on a 

sugar box, and pushed the loaded truck up the Station road 

to what was termed the gravel pits, situated practically 

opposite the Sans-cowuss’.  Most paper and cardboard was reserved till Monday’s washday to stuff up the 

copper hole to heat the water.  There was no toilet soap much; Sunlight soap for laundry purposes, carbolic for 

washing hands, and Palmolive, when one started courting, for the face.  Cigarettes: Woodbines 10 for 4d, 

Players 10 for 6d.  Many a 2d packet of 5 Woodbines were smoked by the 12 and 14-year-olds when they were 

lucky enough to get 2d or so. 
 

One more note on employment: the Big House would have 1 butler, 1 footman, 2 odd men (not odd in 

appearance) to do odd jobs like cleaning of hunting kit, dogs, etc, 1 head housemaid, 2 under-housemaids, 1 

cook, 1 kitchen maid, 1 scullery maid, 1 lady’s maid, 1 children’s maid.  Outside were 6 grooms and 2 

chauffeurs. 

 

History Corner 
 

The Welfare State and the Bletchington Charity 
 

A Welfare State along the lines of what we know today only began to take shape in the early Twentieth 

Century, when the Liberal Government under Prime Minister H. H. Asquith implemented major social reforms. 

1908 saw pensions introduced for the over-70s whilst the Children & Young Persons Act, also known as the 

Children’s Charter, regulated conditions under which children could be employed as well as offering other 

forms of protection. Then in 1911 the National Insurance Act was passed to provide free medical treatment 

and sick pay to those unable to work due to ill health, funded through insurance contributions. 
 

The Beveridge Report of 1942 proposed widespread reforms to the welfare system to include the creation of 

a National Health Service and an expansion of the National Insurance scheme, to incorporate the needs of 

anyone out of work, regardless of whether this was due to health reasons. After the war, Labour came to 

office under new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee and set about implementing radical reforms, including the 

majority of proposals outlined in the Beveridge Report, thus establishing the Welfare State we know today. 
 

But what happened to the sick and destitute in the days before the Welfare State? With no nationally 

coordinated scheme, it was down to local parishes to provide any support, often funded by local benefactors. 

The level of support an individual might receive inevitably varied considerably according to where they lived. 
 

Bletchington has a long history of being a charitable village. 400 years ago, in 1620, during the reign of King 

James I, a Mr. Leonard Poure bequeathed the sum of £200 for the maintenance of four almshouses and the 

schoolhouse in Bletchington, thus establishing what eventually evolved into the Bletchington Charity. Further 

almshouses were subsequently built and the old village school which still stands in Weston Road was 

established in 1870 with the help of funds from the Charity. Also, the area of land known as Burdock’s Piece, 

the allotments site, has come under the stewardship of the Charity. 
 

The Charity no longer operates almshouses but still runs the allotments, leasing plots to villagers to grow their 

own vegetables. Its key role nowadays, however, is to offer grants for a wide range of purposes including 

helping villagers at times of hardship, educational assistance and supporting village organisations. During the 

difficult circumstances we all currently find ourselves in, the role of the Bletchington Charity in our community 

has come very much to the fore. I am sure we are all grateful for the generosity and foresight of Mr. Leonard 

Poure when making his initial bequest of £200 to get the Charity started and also to all those who have 

worked hard to keep it going over the past four centuries. 
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From the Bell Tower 
Angus Bridges 

 

I’m sure that everyone within earshot of St Mary’s or St Giles’ churches will have noticed how quiet it 

has been!  This is the longest period in which our bells have been silent since May 1943; during the 

Second World War from June 1940 the ringing of church bells was banned nationally except as an 

alarm in the event of air raid.  We now find ourselves fighting another battle, as we can’t yet ensure 

the safety of our ringers from the Covid-19 virus due to the relatively small spaces in the towers. 

 

So we greatly miss our weekly gatherings in the church bell-towers of our corners of the Benefice, 

and of course for the services and weddings which we had carefully planned in our calendar.  

However, to stave off complete atrophy we have turned to the Internet!   

 

Like many others we can see each other in our own homes by using video links, and have been 

making use of a website called ringingroom.com.  This ingenious application allows us to ring 

‘virtual bells’ in the same sequences or ‘methods’ which we employ with the real ones, but with the 

click of a mouse rather than the pull of a rope!   A couple of images may help you to visualise this 

scenario... 

First the ringers:

 

...and second the screen we ALL see:

 

To mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day nine ringers from our various towers took part in a virtual 

session using this technology. 

 

This is fun but, as you can imagine, doesn’t give quite the same satisfaction as manipulating the 

ropes, timber, steel and several tonnes of bronze to produce the joyous sounds of our ancient bells!  

We trust that they won’t remain silent for as long as they did in the 1940s, and look forward to the 

time when we can reawaken them. 

 

A verse form Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s poem Ring Out, Wild Bells captures the mood: 

 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 

Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 

Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI 
WI CORONAVIRUS DAYS 

On 23rd March our secretary Lyn suggested that it might be helpful if 

we all kept in touch with each other during self isolation/distancing 

and it certainly turned out to be a good idea. She also informed us 

that because we were unable to have an AGM the old committee and 

president were going to stay in post for the time being. Denise and 

Kath agreed to stand for committee and no election was needed. 

Many of the ladies felt it very strange to be in the “vulnerable” group 

as most of us are used to being busy and doing things for other people. Most seem to agree that a 

massive coffee morning be organised for when this is all over. A lot of our members are keeping 

themselves busy with gardening, early spring cleaning and craft work etc. Some are keen genealogist 

and are tracing their ancestry. Another suggestion was a project about writing about our lives for our 

children and grandchildren, best to do it now while our memories a still good.  

This years WI program was e-mailed to us by our secretary. I am personally looking forward to 

Toddy’s talk on “Clucking chooks and silver feathers”. 

Georgina had a visit from a blackbird in her bathroom who seemed to 

be after the toilet roll. Cheeky thing, didn’t he realise how difficult 

they are to get hold of.  During Easter Judith e-mailed a lovely picture 

of the east window in Bletchington church, it was stunning. Some 

members were having family quizzes via Zoom which is a very 

convenient way to keep in touch with family and friends whilst in 

lockdown. It was also noted that many of us were having new sheds 

and at one stage there was a real “shed fest” going on. It is amazing 

how being in lockdown can create such excitement over simple things. 

Talking of Zoom, Weston WI held a Zoom coffee morning. Those 

technically minded had a good meeting and will probably be Zooming 

in again soon. 

We will be kept up to date by our secretary Lyn regarding future meetings. Until then please keep 

healthy and safe. SAS 

Lockdown Lost and Found            A true story in Bletchingdon. 
 

I lost my watch on Sunday morning. Possibly it fell off my wrist on a walk somewhere near the kissing gate in 
the village, possibly I lost it somewhere round the house. But I couldn’t find it and I was forlorn.  
It didn’t show up. On Wednesday my husband asked in the Co-op whether anyone might have handed it in? 
He came out of the shop with exciting news; it had been seen! Someone had found it and carefully placed it 
on the concrete post outside the church. We ran over to look! Gone! Gone again.  
I emailed our church warden to see whether on the off-chance it might have made its way to her… yes! She 
had seen it too, on the same post! How sad that it was no longer there.  
I scrawled a notice and taped it to the post and within hours I was called. The watch was safe, found by a 
young girl who had taken it home to her mother for safety. 
I was re-united with it. I gave my kind rescuers a donation for the NHS (they accepted on its behalf ) and I 
returned home like Mary re-united with her lost lamb. 
Village life. The kindness of neighbours. The beating heart of the village shop. Observant walkers. The luck of 
asking around. Lost and Found. 
Four days later, in the night, the Co-op was ram-raided, the cash points in the shop were removed, a great 
gash was torn down the side of the shop. By the following afternoon, the shop was open for business as usual; 
the community restored. Lost and Found.                                                                                                                     KE 
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Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Councillors: 
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)  14, Coghill    Tel: 350705 
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)  Village Farm    Tel: 350257 
Mr M E Taylor    Stoneacre, Oxford Road  Tel: 350609 
Mr D M Ledger   3, Islip Road                Tel: 351542 
Mr A Jordan    The Malt House, Weston Road Tel: 226500 
Ms R Pirie    12 Valentia Close   Tel: 350856 
Mr M Whitehead   Rogers Cottage, Station Road  Tel: 350991 
 

Clerk: Fiona Mason Email: bletchpc@gmail.com Tel: 351967 
The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall.  If you have any concerns, ideas or would 
just like a chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you. 
District Councillors: Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 

David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 
Tim Hallchurch (tim.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 

County Councillor: Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 
 

Meetings: Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting 
is held, and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request.  Notice 
of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall 
facing the Green.   Members of the Public are welcome at Meetings, but must seek prior permission 
if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter. 
 

Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have 
been approved. 
 

The next meetings will take place on the 25th June 2020 followed by the 23rd July 2020.  All 
meetings will be via Virtual Zoom meeting until the Lockdown restrictions are lifted. 

 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

This year our Annual Parish Meeting was held by a Virtual Zoom meeting.  Further details of which 
can be found on the Parish Website or by contacting the Clerk.  
 
Parish Council Accounts Report 2019/2020 
 

The Accounts for Bletchingdon Parish Council for the year ending 31st March 2020 are as follows; 

During the financial year Bletchingdon Parish Council received £28,125.67.  £21,420 of this was from 

the Precept, which is the money given to a Parish Council by the District Council (in our case 

Cherwell) to carry out its duties.    

Bletchingdon Parish Council made payments totalling £19,772 from April 2019 – March 2020.  

We had a carry forward balance in April of £43,706.62, leaving a balance in hand at 31st March 2020 

of £46,930.39. 

The full accounts can be viewed after they have been audited, either in person, or on the website.  A 

notice will be displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, but this is usually in August.  If anyone is 

interested in knowing more detail, the monthly expenditure is included in the minutes of each 

meeting and these can be viewed on the village website or at the Parish Council Office in the village 

hall when this is open again.  

mailto:bletchpc@gmail.com
mailto:simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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THANK YOU! 
Bletchnet Group 

The Parish Council would like to say a big thank you to the co-ordinators and volunteers of the Bletchnet 
Group and all villagers who have been helping those in need.  You have been doing some fantastic work such 
as collecting prescriptions, delivering shopping and being on the end of the phone for some who have been 
feeling lonely.  Thank you for your continued community spirit and hard work.   

Mike Seaton and all staff working at the Bletchingdon Co-op 

The Parish Council would also like to say a big thank you to Mike Seaton (Store Manager) and all of the staff at 
the Bletchingdon Co-op.  During the Covid-19 pandemic, you have been offering a great service to our 
vulnerable residents and you have been assisting the other volunteers in the Village. 

More recently, you amazed everyone with the speed in which you were able to reopen the store after the 
terrible incident on the 11th May 2020. 

This was quite distressing for the Village as this store has been a lifeline for so many people since Lockdown 
was imposed, so to have it up and running again so soon was incredible and a huge thanks goes out to the 
staff who helped to make this happen. 

Public Transport Representitive (PTR) 

The Parish Council are seeking a volunteer who might be interested in taking up the post of Public Transport 
Representative for Bletchingdon. 

The County Council normally meet once every 4 months with PTR’s from around the County to discuss things 
such as our local Bus Services. 

If you would like more information or think this is something you would like to do, please contact the Clerk. 

Planning Matters 
Notice of Applications Approved in March & April 2020:  
None. 
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council in March & April 2020:   
20/00428/LB – Mr & Mrs Tim Lawrence – Briar Cottage, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – Proposed 
replacement rear timber conservatory off the same footprint.   
20/00861/F – R. Gupta – Heathfield House Nursing Home, Heathfield OX5 3DX – Erection of staff 
accommodation building.   
20/00804/F – Framptons – Half Acre Cottage, Street Though Heathfield Village, Heathfield OX5 3DU – 
Removal of Condition 1 (6 months demolition) of 19/02254/F.    
 

Chairman’s Report - Bletchingdon Annual Parish Meeting – 21st May 2020 
 
Covid 19 
This global pandemic has of course impacted Bletchingdon Parish Council as well as everything else. Our last 
proper meeting was in February, shortly before the lockdown came into force, and although this has hindered 
some of the PC activities, it certainly has not stopped them. The PC has held its March and April meetings 
using video conferencing, and of course this evening we have the first virtual APM, so thank you to everyone 
who has shown interest in attending. We were given the option to cancel the meeting entirely, but councillors 
felt that we should try the technological approach. 
 
The PC per se didn’t have a support plan, any more than global governments did, but in the true spirit of 
Bletchingdon, a number of offers of help to those impacted most, came from organised groups of villagers, 
the Bletchington Charity, the Coop, and Zero C, the contractors at Duchy Field, who for a few days were able 
to provide a shopping delivery service for our elderly before they were sent home to lock down.  The PC 
wishes to thank everyone who has been, is, or will be involved in these activities. 
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Changes within the Parish Council 
In December Cllr Maureen Knight expressed her wish to resign her position as councillor, one she has fulfilled 
for 22 years. I would like to thank her on behalf of the Parish for her contributions over that time. This left a 
vacancy which was advertised, with a view to the election of a new councillor, however at the end of the 
posting period there were no parishioners offering to stand. As a result there would be no election, and 
instead the council advertised again for parishioners who would consider becoming a co-opted member of the 
council. Interestingly this brought forward four candidates, and following a short interviewing process, 
councillors chose to offer the position to Matthew Whitehead. Matt accepted the place and attended his first 
meeting in February. 
 
County and District Councillors 
Councillors are not present - We currently have 3 District Councillors representing our parish. Carmen Griffiths 
remains our County Councillor, and is very active on behalf of the parish.  
 
Enforcement 
Here we are a year and a bit on, and the parish continues to have three areas currently logged with the CDC 
Enforcement team. They are 

Hedges at Tollbrook corner 
Land south of Diamond farm 
Unapproved building works at Heathfield. 

 
In a recent development it has become apparent that the Enforcement officer dealing with these issues has 

left her employment at CDC, and it is likely that we will need to start over again with a new officer. 

Crime 
Over the past few years it seems that the parish has been relatively free from crime, right up to the week or 
two prior to this meeting. There have been a couple of burglaries through the year culminating in the very 
obvious ‘ram raid’ at the new Co-op store 10 days or so ago. I am not aware that the burglaries were resolved 
at all, being potentially a low priority on the crime lists. Regarding the attack on the Co-op, it is probably too 
early to expect a positive outcome. 
 
The shop 
The new Co-op opened in September last year, and has proved to be a very popular addition for members of 
our community and those from surrounding villages. With it has come issues surrounding car parking and 
generally increased traffic in that area, but I suspect the disadvantages are significantly outweighed by the 
benefits. Apart from being extremely convenient for all of us, it has also provided employment for a number 
of people from the parish. The ram raid was, I suspect, a shock to most of us, leaving us with a feeling that our 
community had been challenged in some way. The possibility that we could be without a shop once again for 
the foreseeable future was not a good one, so it was enormously uplifting to see the reaction of the Co-op 
and their support teams working throughout Monday in order to reopen at 5pm. So I think our thanks to 
them is in order. 
 
Village Hall and School  
As announced at our last APM, the school has been working under the leadership of a new Head Teacher 
since September. Huw Morgan has joined the Bletchingdon team in addition to his role as Head Teacher at Dr 
South’s school in Islip. 
 
The Village Hall continues to be well used, and has become an established facility within the village. Sadly, due 
to the Covid 19 outbreak and subsequent isolation conditions the hall is currently closed.  
 
The Row 
The two properties in the Row highlighted as ‘for sale’ at our last APM have now been sold to a private buyer 
and remain empty. 
 
Roads – potholes and lines 
The activity of pothole repairs and white lining, although begun by OCC Highways remains uncompleted. 
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Speed and Zebra crossings 
A number of issues arose through the year regarding the safety of pedestrians using the Zebra crossing. This 
should be a safe haven for people wishing to cross the road sensibly but there were a startling number of 
reported incidents of vehicles apparently speeding, and ignoring the crossing, its markings and lights, 
completely. In order to quantify this, the PC undertook yet another traffic survey, this time on a smaller scale 
directly at the area between the Coop and the Zebra crossing. Traffic speed and vehicle type would be 
recorded 24/7 for a week and pedestrian use of the crossing would be monitored for one day – 15 February 
between 7am and 7pm. For clarity the Coop is to the north of Station Road 
 

Summary 
  Zebra - South to North – 180 people – peak between 8am and 9am – 73 
  Zebra – North to South – 172 people – peak between 3pm and 4pm – 70 
  Traffic volume to the village – 1978 vehicles – peak between 7am and 9am – 772 (2 hours) 
  Traffic volume from the village – 1964 vehicles – peak between – 4pm and 6pm – 581 (2 hours) 
*Traffic 85%ile speed to the village – ave 25.6mph – peak max 29.5 between 5pm and 6pm 
*Traffic 85%ile speed from the village – ave 28.2mph – peak max 30.0 between 1pm and 2pm 

*  The speed at or below which 85% of all vehicles are observed to travel under free-flowing conditions past a monitored 
point - a metric commonly used by road traffic engineers to review road design and set the speed limit. 
 

Councillors met with representatives from OCC Highways shortly before lockdown to discuss issues in this 
area, the potential for speed limiting features, the elements of the zebra lighting which it seems may not be 
current highways specification, and the visibility at the crossing, in particular regarding vehicles parked on the 
south side of the road. This is obviously ongoing. 
 

Additionally an initial discussion took place regarding changing the speed limit throughout the village to 
20mph. There are mixed views on this matter, but it was decided the clerk would make initial enquiries 
regarding process and costs. 
 

Buses 
It was with regret that the PC recorded the passing of Elinor Webber around Christmas time. Elinor was for 
many years our travel representative and it is mainly thanks to Elinor Webber that we still have a bus service – 
in normal times. The PC is seeking another avid bus user to take on the role that Elinor did so well. If you are 
interested, please contact the clerk. 
 

And so, finally ……... My thanks again to the members of our subcommittees. They continue to ease the 
workload of your Councillors. Thanks of course to your Parish Councillors for their continued commitment to 
ensuring we have a great and carefully managed community in which to live. Special thanks to Cllr Lane for 
taking the chair when I have been unavailable, and of course all of our thanks to Fiona, who has done a ‘great 
job’ during her first year as our clerk. She has risen to the challenge and become a very effective clerk in a 
very short time.  

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Adverts 
N.B.  If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News 
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We deliver daily newspapers       

and magazines to the village. 

 

 

Any combination of                               

days per week catered for. 
 

 

Ring us on 01295 268499 

or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
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DEREK  BICKLEY 

GENERAL BUILDER 
 

Extension, Alterations, Paving etc 

 

All types of building work considered 

 

Telephone:  01869 351532 

Mobile no:   07817496502 

 

Web page:  yell.com 

 

Email: lizadez@btinternet.com 
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