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Coronavirus Support
In these difficult times we don’t want anyone to feel alone
Support is at hand if you need help
Volunteers needed – Let’s keep Bletchington safe
A small group of people in the village have already come forward to offer their support in the event that help
is needed to run errands such as shopping or collecting prescriptions for anyone who is self-isolating. We
really need as many people as possible to volunteer their services as there is always the risk that the
volunteers may go down with the virus themselves, so the more people involved, the best chance we have of
keeping a pool of fit individuals willing to help others. It may be the case, hopefully, that you will not be called
upon to do anything. If you are able to volunteer, please contact the Village News editor who is coordinating
volunteers by e-mail: petebaker99@gmail.com or phone 01869 350117 to have your name added to our list
of volunteers.

If you need help
If you are self-isolating and need help with shopping or collecting prescriptions or similar
essential tasks, please contact the editor by e-mailing petebaker99@gmail.com or
telephoning 01869 350117 explaining exactly what help you need. We will then endeavour
to get someone out to you to assist.

Social media
The village has also organised an online response to help those who might need support
during the social distancing period. There is a WhatsApp group called BletchNet that is open
to any villager to join to offer help or request it.
Help offers might be for shopping, a weekly phone call or collection of prescriptions for those
distancing themselves. It is also a place to request help too. All other village info via the
usual Facebook/Social media channels; this is for help offered/needed only. If you’d like to
join please send a text to 07970 618260 and you’ll be added.
We hope the helplines in the Village News together with this WhatsApp group will ensure
those who need help get it and we all keep safe over this period.

Age UK Oxfordshire
For further support, Age UK Oxfordshire can help. Their telephone support line helps older
people and carers with a friendly chat, or a more focused conversation on particular issues.
Their telephone number is: 01865 411288.

A special offer from Zero C
Zero C, part of the Places for People Group, the developers at Duchy Field, have generously offered a
“go to the shop” service for the older and more vulnerable in our community. They plan to organise
this at certain times during the day. If you wish to ask for their help, please call Shane Evans on
07776 725984 with your shopping list, and he will make arrangements for you to pay, and for it to be
delivered to you – providing it is available in the shop.
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BLETCHINGTON

EDITORIAL
In these difficult uncertain times, with the effects of the coronavirus now impacting upon all of us, residents
will no doubt share many concerns. Bletchington is a caring village and various initiatives are materialising,
ranging from ad-hoc looking out for neighbours to more organised schemes. The Village News has teamed up
with a group residents to establish a support network for those in need of help – and it would be great if more
villagers could become involved. Additionally we have received a fantastic offer of help from Zero C, the
builders at Duchy Field. Full details of the support available and how to volunteer can be found on the
opposite page. And, of course, do look after yourselves as well and take advice from what is reported in the
media – BBC Radio Oxford is a particularly useful source of information in these circumstances.
There is no Bletch Diary this edition as I am sure you will appreciate most, if not all, events over the next two
months have been cancelled. There may, however, be reference to some events in individual articles or in the
advertising section which were written before the full extent of the Coronavirus restrictions were known, so
please check with the organiser whether it’s still going ahead.
Amidst all the gloom, the snowdrops gave us their usual display in February and the daffodils are now in full
bloom, a sure sign that winter is now behind us. Many thanks to Ian Gedling who has provided our cover
photograph for this edition, which captures the essence of spring: the daffodils in St. Giles’ churchyard.
If you look at the advertising at the back of the magazine you may notice something missing. Unfortunately
our longest standing advertiser, Maskell Flooring, who have been established over 50 years, have ceased
trading due to the ill health of the proprietor. Their advert has graced the back cover of Village News for 18
years and no doubt many homes in Bletchington, mine included, have carpets supplied by Maskell’s. We
thank them for their support of Village News over so many years and offer our best wishes to the Maskell
Family.
In order for the Village News to continue over the next few planned editions, we need your news stories,
photographs and memories of Bletchington. It is likely that many regular articles from village organisations
may not be forthcoming, so more than ever we really need to hear from new contributors. Let us know what
you are doing in the midst of the Coronavirus, or you may wish to thank someone for an act of kindness – or
tell us about something completely different; perhaps your memory from bygone Bletchington. Please e-mail
your contributions to bletchington@aol.com. The deadline for articles is always the 20th of the month prior to
publication – so articles for inclusion in the June/July magazine must be with us by 20th May, 2020.

petebaker99@gmail.com

Pete Baker

Can You Help?
We are looking for someone to take over the delivery of the Village News in Annesley Close ( 24 houses) and
also to deliver to the new houses (currently about 25 occupied)
If you are able to help, please contact Ian Gedling on 01869 350491.
To all friends and acquaintances of Ron Gamage
For those who have missed Ron Gamage walking around the village recently, you may be interested to
know that he is very well, but having lived on his own, at home for more than 3 ½ years, he has now
moved to Adderbury. Following a fall at home at the beginning of February, he was admitted to hospital
and it soon became apparent that he wasn’t going to be able to return home to Bletchington and has
subsequently moved into Lake House, where we know he will be well looked after and hopefully enjoy
the company and social activities, sadly lacking in his life of late.
We, as a family, would like to take this opportunity to thank all neighbours, friends and villagers who
have shown great kindness to Ron over the past few years. Those who have taken the time to chat to him
on his ‘travels’, invited him in for a cup of tea, walked with him to ensure he got home safely or alerted us
to his whereabouts so that we could do the same. All this has enabled him, until now, to stay in
Bletchington, the village where he was born, lived in and loved for almost 88 years. Your help and
understanding has been much appreciated.
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Rev’d Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Retired Priests:
The Rev’d Michael White 01869 572559
mikewhite.akeman@gmail.com
The Very Rev’d Robert Wilkes 01869 350159
bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Minister:
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01869 351652

paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Secretary: Patricia Hampson
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts
CORONAVIRUS and church services

CHURCH SERVICES
Please note that all church services are currently suspended,
and likely to remain so for the foreseeable future.
Please consult the Akeman Benefice website for updates.
Information will also be posted in villages, and is obtainable from your churchwardens,
church members, or from akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Readings, prayers and a homily will be sent out each Sunday
to all those on our mailing lists and to anyone who requests them.

PASTORAL CARE AND SUPPORT
Our villages are all rallying round and finding imaginative and inventive ways of supporting one
another, especially the frail and vulnerable, during the current health crisis. Local schemes are being
advertised elsewhere in the magazine and on social media.
In each village the churches will remain open each day as a place for prayer, reflection and support.
Please observe recommended hygiene practices.
Furthermore, in each village two people have kindly offered to act as channels for communication
between the village and the Benefice Ministry Team. These people will be keeping their eyes and ears
open for people who may be in need of support and will communicate information to the Ministry
Team. If you know of anyone who would value a call from one of the team, please contact one of these
people in the first instance, or email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Fiona Teddy 01869 350034 or f.teddy@btinternet.com
Andrea Cobern 01869 350739 or amfrohlich@gmail.com
Gareth Miller ,

Rector of The Akeman Benefice
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From the registers:
Feb 21st

Thanksgiving Service for Elinor Webber, followed by interment of ashes.

We send condolences Elinor’s family and friends.
Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age)
Service, usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not
come along and see for yourselves! We also have Messy Church in Kirtlington for children from all the
parishes.
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk
There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get
in touch on 350491.
Further to the announcement of Church services being suspended, we are very sorry to say that all the
Church groups during the week have also stopped for the time being. This includes the Lent groups,
Bible Study and Morning Prayer in addition to Messy Church. We hope these will recommence once
restrictions have been lifted.
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above). We are always pleased
to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who would like a church
service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry Team if you would
like to talk about matters of faith and belief.
Young Teenagers: There is a monthly group for young teenagers on the second Sunday of the month. More
details from Gareth Miller or Mandy Jones (351771).
Annual Meeting (APCM): The annual meeting was held in the Village Hall on Tuesday, March 10 th. Mrs
Judith Ledger was again elected to be Churchwarden, assisted by Mrs Fiona Teddy and the PCC is as before
(names above). Reports of 2019 were given by the treasurer, secretary, bell captain and Rector. We are all
very grateful to the members of the PCC and everyone else who give their time for St. Giles’ Church.

Letter from The Rector
Dear parishioners
I vividly recall studying at primary school the story of the village of Eyam in Derbyshire during the
plague year of 1665. If I were to go up in the loft I could probably find the exercise book with my
drawings and written account of it.
As the disease spread, the villagers turned for leadership to their rector, The Reverend William
Mompesson. He, together with the Puritan minister, Thomas Stanley, introduced a number of
precautions to slow the spread of the illness, the best-known of which was to quarantine the entire
village.
Later, when I was studying French for A level, one of our set texts was La Peste by Albert Camus. It’s set
in 194., in the town of Oran, in French Algeria, and catalogues in poignant and dramatic detail the
agonies of the townsfolk and the moral dilemmas facing the principal protagonists as they cope with a
20th century plague.
As I write, in mid-March, it is not clear how the coronavirus will develop, but it seems inevitable that it
will become widespread over the coming weeks and months. I guess I will not have to make the kind of
choices faced by Mompesson, not least because decisions to regulate our behaviour will be taken by the
government. Nor will I be tempted to behave like Père Paneloux in La Peste, who suggested to his
congregation that the plague was a divine visitation, a punishment for their sins (though he later
shifted his position when confronted with the death of a child). There will, however, be hard decisions
facing us all.
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We live in a universe of opposing forces. Nature, as Darwin discovered, has a way of ensuring the
survival of the fittest. Sentient humans, on the other hand, have the capacity for moral choice, which is
often complex and confusing, and is a faculty we must exercise with thoughtfulness and care.
Sometimes, sadly, we make selfish choices, and we have already witnessed disturbing behaviour on the
part of some. The instinct that urges us to work for the common good rather than our individual
interests is, I hope, stronger. Rabbi Lord Sacks, in a powerful contribution to Radio 4’s Start the Week
(11 March) highlighted moral character as an attribute we have rather lost sight of, but perhaps we will
find the grace to rediscover it in the days to come.
However things develop in the weeks and months ahead, I pray that all of us in these villages will
exemplify the best and noblest aspects of our character - respect, tolerance, generosity and mutual
care.
Your sincere friend and Rector,
Gareth

OBITUARIES
Michael (Mick) Lomas
The Lomas family sadly lost Michael {Mick} 4th December 2019 after a courageous fight with cancer.
Mick and Jean had always said they would like to end up in Shipton-on-Cherwell churchyard at The Holy
Cross and were privileged to have Mick's committal there.
This is something we would like to share a thank you for making Mick's funeral a thanksgiving he was a
very special man and loved by so many.
Many know Mick loved his golf and thank you to Kirtlington Golf club members that took time out from
golfing to come to the funeral,
Thank you to Islip Medical Practice and the Woodstock District nurses who looked after us at Mick and
Jean’s home where he passed away.
Thank you also to The Blacks Head for taking on the catering and welcoming us all after the committal.
The food was faultless with lots to eat with tea and coffee refilled as it ran out, they did Mick proud and it
was so nice to see older village folk back for the service bless Dave and Sue Marriott and all our family
and friends that came from afar.
The cards and kind thoughts were much appreciated thanks all.
Many poems were written by loved ones. Here are some you may like to read:
Poem by Gary Wickson
Our Dad.
You are the light in a baby's eyes as she first sees her father,
You are the pencil as you show her how to draw,
You are the salve on a grazed knee, a "kiss it better"
when life's knocks become too hard to bear.
You are the wisdom of your years as you guide
your children to safety, a better path,
You are the breath-taking laughter as you tell a funny tale.
The light in your eyes began to fade, the twinkle began to dim,
brave though, still strong.
Close your eyes Dad, it's your time to rest now
While we ignite that light we have for you shining on forever,
treasuring our lovely memories of you.
We live with your light in our eyes, laughter in our thoughts.
Your light that is love in our hearts.
We love you Dad.
By Suz nee Lomas McCormac

I Remember
I remember years ago a certain
Funny mister
An uncle kind and wonderful
My Mum his loving sister
Whist drives and weekend visits
Round at number ten
Bobby Suz and Steven
Such happy days back then
Laugh Until our sides ached
The man he had a gift
If ever you were feeling low
He'd always give a lift
A kind and lovely man
I never ever saw him mean
Ribbing and a giggling
With his true love auntie Jean
Now he's in a better place
he's up among the stars
I can hear the angels laughing
As he plays golf and mends their cars.
Xx

-5-

Elinor Webber 1934-2020
Elinor was born in Manchester on 25th March, 1934. After her mother died when Elinor was just 5 years old,
with her family, she moved to Cheshire.
From 1945-53 Elinor attended Altrincham County Grammar School where she gained GCE ‘O’ level General
Studies and ‘A’ level Botany, Chemistry and Zoology. From 1953 Elinor attended the University of Nottingham
where she studied Botany, Zoology, Chemistry and Microbiology. Whilst at university she was an active
member of Mountaineering, Music and Biological societies. During vacation from university she worked at
Rose Nursery and travelled the country, staging shows.
In 1956 Elinor married and later had two children, Paul and Alison. In 1969 she divorced then emigrated to
South Africa in 1970. In 1975 Elinor remarried.
Elinor was a keen chess player and became President of the Border Chess Union for 20 years, Chairman of the
East London Chess Club and a member of the National Council of the South African Chess Federation from
1978-92. Elinor also trained as a beautician and whilst in South Africa she ran a large successful catering
business.
After being widowed, Elinor decided South Africa was no longer a safe place so after more than 30 years she
returned to England with her family, finally settling in Bletchington until she passed away on 21 st January,
2020. She will be greatly missed.
Pud Samways
NEW PRIEST
We are delighted to announce the appointment of The Reverend Nick Ktorides as Assistant Priest (House
for Duty) in the Akeman Benefice. Nick, together with his wife Shuba, comes to us from the Diocese of
Norwich. (Ktorides is pronounced TerEEdez - ie silent K and stress on second syllable).
The House for Duty post means that he is unpaid, but receives accommodation in lieu of a salary.
He will work two days per week in addition to Sunday duty.
We look forward to getting to know Nick in the months to come.
The Service of Licensing was to be conducted by The Bishop and The Archdeacon of Dorchester on Thursday
2 April at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, Weston on the Green but has also been cancelled temporarily.
New details will be published when known.

Introducing Nick Ktorides
I’m excited as I contemplate this new phase in my ministry as Associate House
for Duty minister in the Akeman Benefice. I look forward to my licensing on
2nd April, and to joining Gareth and the ministry team to serve the people of
God and the wider communities in our parishes.
I have had nine months out of ministry to care for my wife, Shuba, which has
given us time to be together and build up some good memories. In this interim
period I have also been ministering in various benefices, having been granted
permission to officiate by Bishop Colin. So (hopefully!) I’ve not grown too
rusty, and have gained some familiarity with ministry in the Dorchester
Archdeaconry.
Shuba and I moved to Oxfordshire in July 2019 from Lowestoft, where I had
been a full-time minister in St Michael’s Church, Oulton. But Shuba’s condition was such that she needed the
world-class care we felt the Churchill Hospital could provide, and we have not been disappointed. Through the
cloud of unknowing, we believe we have seen God’s amazing hand at work leading us to this new ministry.
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Saying goodbye to the congregations we loved and our coastal residence in Lowestoft-by-the-Sea (as perpetual
coastal folks, our home town being St Leonard’s on Sea) and pitching our tent for the unknown, was not
without sadness and some trepidation. But though we sometimes miss the Norfolk coastline (and the company
of sea gulls), we have come to love the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside and the haunting high-pitched sound
of red kites - in place of the squawk of the gulls. We enjoy walking “the wide grass meadows which the
sunshine fills, and watch the warm, green-muffled Cumner hills” as Oxford’s most famous poet, Matthew
Arnold, wrote in ‘Scholar Gypsy’,
And so going forward in the grace of the Lord’s own timing I feel rejuvenated and ready to go!

Revival!
What’s this fearsome-looking machine and complex technology doing in
Kirtlington Church? Making sinking sand, that’s what! A vital part of the
story for that week’s Messy Church. We also used rocks and different types
of building bricks, from tiny Lego pieces to giant Jenga, to suit all hand sizes
and motor development! Guess the story…
This time last year we were fearing for the worst as a large portion of the
Messy Church team was about to move on to pastures new. Disaster! The
end is nigh! How will we manage? But then, almost as though in answer to
prayer, several people responded to the call, and we found ourselves with
a whole new set of skills and of energy levels. Have you noticed the vastly
improved publicity material?
Maybe you’ve been there and tried out the amazing activities, made your
own balsa wood flying bird, tried out the under-net rope-following
challenge, created rainbows out of Skittles, had your face painted, delved into muddy water to see what you can
find, learnt some new songs, heard some stories and eaten Peter’s amazing hot meals (some things, thank
goodness, DON’T change!). Unfortunately Messy Church has been cancelled for April but hopefully will re-start
soon.
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News in Brief
Your Village News
In these uncertain times, dominated by the Coronavirus, local news is more important than ever. There is,
however, the possibility that we may not be able to produce and deliver a Village News in the forthcoming
months, as contributors may not be able to provide their regular articles and there could be question marks
around getting it printed. We aim to keep going, with the next edition scheduled for publication around 1 st
June. If this doesn’t materialise, please accept our apologies. On-line versions are available through the Parish
website: www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk then go to The Village News page, where you will find copies of the
latest editions of the magazine available to download. It’s possible we may be able to produce an on-line
version for June/July but not deliver a paper magazine, so do watch that space.
The Co-op
Right now we must all appreciate that having our own shop here in the village is such a fantastic asset to the
community. For the duration of the Coronavirus outbreak, the Co-op has launched a Priority Shopping Hour,
9:30am till 10:30am daily, when the shop will be dedicated to serving pensioners, carers and vulnerable
people, to provide a stress free shopping experience. Please respect this initiative and avoid shopping during
these times, unless you come under these groups of people. Additional changes for the duration of the virus
outbreak mean that the store will close at 8:00pm daily, and Sunday opening will be one hour later at 8:00am.
Bus 250
Oxford Bus Company have announced that from 23rd March the bus service will be operating a Saturday
timetable six days a week (no Sunday service) until further notice.
The PTA Quiz Night
The annual PTA Quiz Night is always an enjoyable occasion and this year was no exception. Adam and Elaine
were question masters who, on Leap Year Day, set some testing questions on subjects including the month of
February and songs with the words ‘leap’ or ‘jump’ the title. Sue Davies prepared an excellent supper and a
great evening was had by all; many thanks to the PTA for organising this popular event.
Sponsor Vince
Bletchington resident Vince O’Connor will be embarking on a gruelling 47
mile walk across Wales, from Machynlleth to Montgomery, on 20th June
to raise money for Alexandra House of Joy, a charity close to Vince’s
heart. Their aim is to establish a ‘house of joy’ for adults with severe
learning disabilities. With a site in the Bicester area gifted to the project
but, as yet, no building on it, the completed facility will include
Bletchington in its catchment area. If you would like to sponsor Vince and
help this very well deserving local charity, please visit his charity giving
page: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/VinceOConnor
Thank you very much for your support.
Oxfordshire County Council Waste Wizard – Get your waste to the right place!
A new and magical hero is in town to kill the confusion around recycling. The Waste Wizard is a new online
tool that’s here to provide a magical solution to help Oxfordshire residents in their quest to solve the riddle of
household waste and defeat General Waste.
Type in your postcode and the name of any item to find out whether it can be reused, repaired, donated,
recycled, if it needs to go into a specific bin or can be disposed of at a Household Waste Recycling Centre –
visit: oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard
The village recycling bottle banks
I had been looking after the recycling bottle banks, cleaning around them when people left rubbish and
contacting Cherwell district council when they were full for over 20 years until recently. I did this to help our
village but also for the old village hall as they received the money from this service - £40 a month. After I was
unable to continue with this the bins were moved to the current site down by the playing field. Thank you to
everyone who recycles.
Brian Wing
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PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN
I have recently taken over as Bletchington Parish Path Warden from Ian Gedling. As such, I
am responsible for walking all the footpaths in the parish, ensuring they are kept clear and
properly marked, and reporting any major issues to the County Council.
I am looking forward to the weather improving to be able to walk the paths with my dog. I
intend checking footpaths regularly, but I would be very glad to hear from anyone who has
experienced a problem with using or locating any footpath in the parish.
My email address is: katie.m.holt@btinternet.com
Meanwhile I would like to thank Ian for years of sterling service.
Katie Holt

The Bletchingdon Community Foundation
Bookings Manager sought
Do you have what it takes to manage the Village Hall
bookings? The BCF is seeking to recruit a Bookings
Manager for the Hall, working an estimated 5-6 hours
per week.
The successful applicant will have an aptitude for
working with computer programmes and be confident
in liaising face to face with potential hirers. If you are
interested in applying, please drop an e-mail to
vh.manager@thebcf.net with some brief details about
yourself.
Coronavirus
In line with Government directives, the Village Hall has now closed until further notice, other than for
essential maintenance or possible emergencies. Hall management will take Government guidance on when it
can reopen. Any bookings for functions later in the year, beyond a time when any clear directive exists, will be
with the proviso that they are subject to cancellation. In the meantime, the BCF have agreed not to charge for
any bookings which have to be cancelled as a result of the Coronavirus, and to refund any deposits.
2019 accounts
The accounts for 2019 have now been completed and have been submitted to our accountants. When
approved, they will be made available in full for inspection by the community.
Village Hall car park
When using the Village Hall car park, please take care not to knock over the lighting bollards. Some of the
bollards, particularly at the rear of the car park, are positioned close to the kerb and easily hit when reversing
into spaces. It is costing the BCF money to get these fixed and, no doubt, causing damage to cars as well.
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BLETCHINGDON SCHOOL PTA
Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA Quiz Night. This event has become a regular in the
village and PTA calendars so we hope you all had a great time, congratulations to the winning team!
And of course a huge thank you to Adam and Elaine Hurst for their excellent quiz master skills. We
raised over £400 on the night, which will all be spent supporting the school.
Sadly, in light of current events, the Spring Fair will no longer be taking place on May 2nd. Whilst we
are disappointed about this, we have made the decision due to the uncertainty over the current
situation. We will provide information about future PTA events in due course, and of course would
love to hear ideas from the community about events you would like to support.
Bletchingdon PTA always welcomes new ideas and new members. At the moment we do not have
meetings booked due to the current situation, but please drop us an email if you have an idea or
would like to get involved - no matter how much time you have available to contribute.
bletchingdonpta@outlook.com

History Corner
VE Day: The end of World War II
8th May this year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe (VE Day). To mark the
occasion, the government has declared the date to be a public holiday as was the case in 1945 when, after six
years of hostilities, people throughout the country celebrated the victory and the ending of the war.
On 30th April 1945, during the Battle of Berlin, Hitler committed suicide and the allied victory became
inevitable. In the days that followed, Hitler’s successor, Grand Admiral Karl Donitz, during his brief spell as
Germany’s president, negotiated an end to hostilities. On 4th May, a German delegation arrived at the
headquarters of Field Marshall Montgomery where the unconditional surrender of German forces was
accepted. Three days later General Eisenhower accepted the unconditional surrender on behalf of the USA
and subsequently the act of military surrender was signed to come into effect the following day, thus ending
World War II in Europe. Hostilities continued in the Far East until August.
At 3:00pm on VE Day, Prime Minister Winston Churchill delivered a radio address to the nation in which he
declared “We may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing; but let us not forget for a moment the toil and
efforts that lie ahead”. This gave reference to the fact that the war against Japan was still ongoing. The Royal
Family celebrated the victory, appearing before cheering crowds on the balcony of Buckingham Palace. In his
radio address, King George VI asked the nation to remember those who have laid down their lives: “We have
come to the end of our tribulation and they are not with us at the moment of our rejoicing”.
Citizens throughout the country celebrated by singing and dancing and holding street parties; red, white and
blue bunting was sold off the ration and bonfires and fireworks were lit to mark the occasion. Pubs were
allowed to stay open late and Prime Minister Churchill assured revellers, at least in London, that there would
be sufficient supplies of beer. Celebrations continued well into the night with the largest crowds inevitably in
the capital, an estimated 50,000 people gathered around Piccadilly Circus by midnight. But the celebrations
were tinged with sadness as an estimated 450,000 Britons lost their lives during the conflict, not to mention
the large number of serious injuries and homes destroyed during air raids, so please never forget those who
paid the ultimate price for their country. It seems that we will be unable to celebrate the anniversary of VE
Day as originally planned, but please try to remain positive. The Coronavirus will eventually be over and we
will then be able to party like it’s 1945.
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Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Huw Morgan

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to the office.

THURSDAY CLUB
For our March meeting we had a music quiz organised by Tony...one of our members.
This was enjoyed by all and got us thinking of song titles and singers. Thank you Tony.
This was followed by tea and a raffle.
Our April meeting is cancelled due to the Corona virus.
The A.G.M. is in May and we are open to offers to join the committee from anyone who is
interested. We will keep you posted as to whether the meeting will take place nearer the
time.
To all our members keep safe and well and hope to see you soon.
Linda.
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
The last few months have been a busy and exciting time for the Band. We warmly
welcome David to the Band who has joined Rory on Euphonium.
On 31st January the Band held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and elected the new
committee for the year. The Band would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the
previous committee and welcome the new committee in what is an exciting year for the band.
As always, the highlight of the evening was our annual Prize giving which allows us to celebrate the
achievements of the players, from both the main and B Bands, over the past year. This year’s winners
were: -Della (Olive Kenny award -Best Attendance in a player aged u21 in the Senior Band), Anashe
(Chairman’s award -Best Attendance in the B-Band), Lewis and Megan (Dorothy Pearman shield Most Improved Player/s in the B-Band) , Liz ( Sid Pearman Shield awarded by our Musical Director)
and Tony (the Players Player award ). Congratulations to you all.
This time of year is contest season for the Band.
In February, we headed to Woodstock to take
part in the Oxfordshire and District Brass Band
Association (ODBBA) competition where we
were competing against 6 other local bands.
We were pleased with how we played and were
delighted to be placed 3rd.
A few weeks later, we were due to compete in
our annual regional competition in Stevenage
which is the biggest competition in the Bands’
calendar. Unfortunately, a week before this was
due to take place the event was cancelled
which was a great disappointment to us as we
have been working hard on the set piece
“Neverland” for the last three months. However,
everyone has really enjoyed playing the piece
and we hope to have the opportunity to play it
out in the summer.
The Band was looking forward to working
towards our Spring concert but unfortunately
we have had to cancel rehearsals for the timebeing. If restrictions are lifted, the concert will
be held at 4:30pm on Sunday 3rd May. There
will be a varied programme including pieces to
celebrate VE day and as usual our wonderful ‘B’
Band will be playing at half time. We very much
look forward to seeing you all there! Please ring
01869 350425 or 350705 nearer the time for updates.
Our plans for our Birthday celebrations on Sunday 19th July are gathering pace, and we sincerely hope
this can go ahead. We have started rehearsing our commissioned piece by Lucy Pankhurst which
charts the history of the Band. We have invited several more Bands to join us for a huge concert, on
the day. Further details will be available nearer the time.
Meanwhile we wish all our members and supporters well, in the difficult weeks ahead and look
forward to making music again soon.
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100 Years Ago
Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on April 17th 1920: “Election of Chairman: Mr Potter proposed Lord Valentia as Chairman, seconded by Mr Whitcombe –
carried.
Appointment of Overseers: Mr Potter proposed Mr William Knapton and James Baker as Overseers for the
ensuing year, seconded by Mr Whitcomb – carried.
A letter was read from Mr Alec Taylor, asking for an allotment – also one from the C.C. The Clerk was
instructed to write to Mr Lester Smith and inform him that there is no allotment to let at present all allotments
being let Sept 29th. These allotments belong to the Charity Trustees. Mr Upstone, Clerk to the Trustees, would
give you all information.
Members Present: Lord Valentia, Mr Potter, Mr Whitcombe, Mrs Savin.”
50 Years Ago: Extracts from the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on May 20 th 1970: Present: Messrs A Eeley J. Hayward, J Howe, G.O.L. Jones, F.J. Knight (an apology for absence was received
from Mr W.F. Dyer).
Election of Chairman: Mr A Eeley was elected Chairman for the ensuing year.
Footpaths – Resolved – that the O.C.C. be asked to erect signposts at the point where the following footpaths
leave the metalled highway: (a) To the Parish Church
(b) At Panthers Hill – footpath to Pinch Gate
(c) In Oxford Road – footpath to Hampton Gay
(d) At Kirtlington Corner – footpath to Tackley
Street Lighting – After considering the points raised at the Special Parish Meeting held on 1 st October 1969,
concerning the siting of certain lamps, it was resolved to implement the scheme as submitted by the S.E.B.
(This was mentioned in Issue 242 – the scheme cost £526.17.6 and the PC took out a loan, to be paid back over
a period of 5 years).
Accounts for Payment: £.
s.
d.
S.E.B. Supply and Maintenance
16. 13. 09
Ox. & Dist. Water Board - Standpipe
1.
0. 0
Bletchingdon Village Hall Comm (Meeting 25th March (1970)
1. 05 0
O.A.P.C. – Annual Sub 1970/71
3. 10 0
Royal Insurance Co. Ltd.: Fidelity Guarantee
1. 10. 0
Third Party
1. 17. 0
Fire – Sports Pavilion
6. 20. 0
From 30.6.70 for 12 months
Approval was also given to the following payments made on 25th March 1970: Bank of England (Repayment of loans)
35. 06. 04
Oxf & District Water Board – Standpipe
1. 00. 00
Recreation Ground: It was agreed to let the Playing Field to the Sports Committee for a further period of 1 year
at an annual rental of 1/-.
The Chairman reported that the Sports Committee were hoping to erect a whirling platform in the near future
and it was hoped that the O.C.C. would contribute £50 towards the cost.
Highways Tarmacadam deposited on Highway
Resolved – that a letter be written to the District Surveyor – Mr Jacobs – concerning the
tarmacadam which had been deposited on the roadway at the corner of the village green near
the Blacks Head.
Canal Bridge
Resolved – that letters be written to the O.C.C. and Kirtlington P.C. concerning the Canal bridge at
Enslow.
Hampton Hill Top Corner
Resolved - that letters be written to the O.C.C. and City of Oxford Motor Services concerning
the dangerous corner at the top of Hampton Hill.
Grass Cutting: The Chairman said that he had arranged for a limited amount of grass cutting to be carried out,
and it was agreed to meet any reasonable cost.
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GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES
With the ongoing Covid-19 situation Brownies has been suspended until further notice following
Girlguiding advice. This includes any residentials that were planned. We are keeping parents
updated and sending activities via email and our facebook group. Thank you for everyone's
understanding.
Brownies have been working on the Express Yourself theme making sock puppets, doing plays and
learning more about ourselves. We supported The Australian Girl guides after the devastating
bushfires earlier this year. World Thinking Day was celebrated with Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
from across Woodstock District.
Fran and Sophia have worked on their Painting, Local History and baking badges. Ella has
completed Grow your Own and Collecting badges. Neive, Holly and Emily made their promise.
Our numbers have expanded to 26 so if you have a daughter who would like to join us in the future
please register them at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
We also have spaces at 1st Woodstock Rainbows when we reopen for girls aged 5-7.

I remember when …… the school held an annual pancake race
Tom Coombes fondly remembers the pancake race held
on the Village Green every Shrove Tuesday.
We are grateful to Tom for the photograph he has
provided, circa 1982, showing (R to L) Donna Pearman,
? , Scott Pearman, Karen Reeve, Sara Coombes and Lee
Rogers, lined up for the start of the race.

The photograph on the right is a cutting from the Oxford
Mail, in 1983, provided by Ian Gedling. The Oxford Mail
reports that “the normal presentation and refreshments in
the school had to be cancelled”. This was due to the big
freeze-up in 1983 when the Water Board went on strike and
the residents of Islip Road and Weston Road had to use a
standpipe outside the pub. Tom Reeve brought water up
from Hampton Gay for the school but as reported in the Mail
- ‘We can’t spare enough water for 70 cups of coffee’, said
headmaster Mr Alan Thatcher.
The event was generally run by the school, but the
headmaster at the time, Alan Thatcher, was insistent that it be held on the correct day or not at all, so if
Shrove Tuesday happened to fall within the half-term holiday it was left to parents to organise proceedings.
One of those mums instrumental in getting everyone together on the Village Green was June Martin who
lived in St. Giles. She tragically passed away in 1987 and it was decided subsequently that the parents’ race
would be held in her memory, with a silver rose bowl as a prize.
The whole event has fallen by the wayside recently, but wouldn’t it be fantastic if there was enough interest
to resurrect this fine Bletchington tradition in the future. We would also love to hear from anyone who knows
the whereabouts of the silver rose bowl.
If you have a memory of a time or event in the Village that you’d like to share with our readers, we would
love to hear from you. Contributions by 20th of May please.
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI
February’s meeting was a talk given by Sean Pearce on “Uncovering
the unknown roll of an Engineering Geologist”. Sean is a senior
engineering geologist at SNC Lavalin’s Atkins business, and is based in
Oxford. He is a chartered geologist with six years experience in a
range of onshore and offshore projects. He spoke about the need to
understand the ground and to ensure that it is able to support the
project for construction. This process of ground investigation starts
with the internet whereby he looks into previous surveys, mappings
and geohazards etc. of the project area in question. Following this he then has to do a site survey.
He showed us that the ground as we know it is a lot more complex than we think and not just the
simple layer cake we imagine. Projects that Sean has previously worked on include nuclear power
station, HS2, Crossrail and offshore wind farms. This work has taken him all over the world. By giving
this talk he dispelled the belief that geologists are not just “rock collectors” but a great deal more.
Geology is an earth science concerned with the solid earth, the rocks of which it is composed, and
the processes by which they change over time. A very interesting and easy to understand
presentation.
March is normally the month of our AGM, but due to the current Coronavirus
situation we have had to cancel this meeting. We will be kept up to date by our
secretary Lyn regarding future meetings.
It is good to know that under the present health situation village groups are offering
assistance to the elderly and vulnerable.
SAS

Kirtlington & Bletchingdon Historical Society

Don’t Use The ‘R’ Word!

Haydn Middleton

You will probably be familiar with the proud Oxford building in this picture. If
not, the answer is given at the foot of the article*. But how old is it?

The history books say it dates from 1664-1669, but in his excellent address (The Art of Historic Building
Conservation, 23 January, 2020), genial architect and Kirtlington resident Nick Cox explained that the real
answer isn’t quite so straightforward. Precious buildings need protection from the ravages of time, and Nick’s
images of this building before repairs were carried out showed how substantially different in both fabric and
appearance our older structures may once have been.
Nick’s emphatic point, however, was that these structures, rather like the people who use them, have to
change in order to continue to exist. His watchword was ‘Conservation’ (protecting them by deploying
whatever techniques become available) and under no circumstances ‘Restoration’ (trying to make them look
the way they did centuries ago - since they probably didn’t look that way at all!).
Drawing on a wealth of conservation experience at some of England’s most prestigious sites, Nick was able to
illustrate his talk with fascinating case histories, one of which involved the insertion of a lift into the medieval
stonework of Winchester Cathedral – some of us had heard of a stairway to heaven, but this was taking things
to the next stage. We thank Nick for a most memorable evening.
* Sheldonian Theatre
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
The Club house is situated at the end of the drive in the sportsground. We are a family orientated
Club that offers a friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have free Wi-Fi, Sky
Sports, Darts, Pool, Bar Billiards, Football and Cricket Teams (youth and adult).
Drinks are cheap, and memberships are always available at £8 for an individual annual social
membership, £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens or under 18 years of
age. Feel free to come and join us for a drink and see if you like our facilities.
Annual memberships will be due for renewal at the end of April 2020. New memberships and
renewals can be arranged through our Membership Secretary, Roger Hayward 01869 350209.
Alternatively call in at the club and the bar staff will be pleased to assist you.
COVID 19
Following Government advice The Club will close until further notice. All team games both
inside and outside of the Clubhouse have been cancelled until further notice. Easter Bingo
and The Emma White Charity Day are also cancelled.
Bar Billiards: Both Leagues Suspended. Team finished 3 rd in their section in the Eynsham League.
Pool House Cup Joe Harding defeated the holder Chris Thorne 3-2 after being 2-0 down to win the
championship
Darts: The Tuesday ladies team finished 6 out of 8 in their section. The Wednesday ladies also
finished sixth in their section. The Wednesday mens darts team also suspended.
On Friday 31st January there was a Mystery Pairs Darts competition in aid of Bowel Cancer UK which
was won by Will Taylor and Suzanne Wicks
Quiz League: The league ended prematurely with the last few months being mixed. A premiership
team were held to a draw but overall the team finished a creditable 2 nd in their division and won one
table top quiz in which all the teams compete. In the End of Night Blockbuster league the team
finished as highest scorers in their division but as the competition is handicapped they finished
second on countback.
Football: The men’s football team are currently top of Division 3 of the Witney and District League
having lost only one league game all season.
Youth Football: Nothing to report
Cricket: Unsure whether the league will be commencing in May
Forthcoming Events:
The new year is now in full swing and we are busy planning the social events for this year. We hold
various social events during the year which help to fund the live music, and annual beer festival.
Our children’s Christmas Party was well attended again this year, thanks to Jo and Ben Scurr for
organising the event and also thanks for Father Christmas and Spiderman for making an
appearance!
Dates for your diary:
18th April 8.00pm
24th May 11.30am – 4pm

Easter Prize Bingo CANCELLED
Harry’s Funday - Raising money for the Children’s Ward at The Horton
General Hospital CANCELLED
13th June 9.00pm
80’s Party with Sledgehammer
th
14 November
The Inflatables (Tickets only)
Almost all of our social events are open to all and we welcome everyone.
We have Sky Sports and show most major sporting events on our large screen TV. Feel free to join
our Facebook group where most events are publicised.
Notices:
If you use the sportsground, we would be grateful if you could refrain from playing ball games against
the clubhouse as we have experienced some damage to the building.
Please can you ensure that if you park in the layby in Oxford Road, you avoid parking directly
opposite the gates as this affects access for our Dray deliveries.
PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND
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Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie
Mr M Whitehead

Clerk: Fiona Mason

14, Coghill
Village Farm
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close
Rogers Cottage, Station Road

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856
Tel: 350991

Tel: 351967

The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would
just like a chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Tim Hallchurch (tim.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
County Councillor: Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)
Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting
is held, and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice
of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall
facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall. Members of the Public are welcome at
Meetings, but must seek prior permission if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have
been approved.

The next Parish Council meetings are planned to take place on the 30th
April 2020, followed by the 21st May 2020.
We also plan to host our Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 6th May
2020 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall but please note these meeting may be
cancelled/postponed due to the Coronavirus.

Coronavirus (Covid-19)
Please be reassured that the Parish Council is working with other local volunteers to support those in
need during these uncertain times. Further details can be found in this edition of the Village News or
please feel free to contact the Clerk.

Special thanks to Elinor Webber
We are sad to report the passing of Elinor Webber. She was the Bletchingdon Public Transport
Representative for a number of years and it is likely thanks to all of her efforts that we still have a
bus service running through the Village. Our Condolences go out to her family and friends.
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Parking on Station Road
It has been reported that at times, people are parking inconsiderately and blocking driveways along
Station Road, preventing residents from leaving their homes. We realise this may not be residents of
Bletchingdon but we would like to take this opportunity to remind all drivers to make sure they are
taking care with where they park.

Defibrillator Course
The Parish Council are looking into hosting a Defibrillator Course/Refresher. If you would be
interested in attending, please let the Parish Clerk know on 01869 or email bletchpc@gmail.com
Planning Matters
Notice of Applications Approved in January & February 2020:
19/02473/TCA – Ms Jemma Proctor – Little Lime Tree, 1 Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH – T1
Whiteleaf – Reduce height by up to 4.0m. H1 x Leylandii – Reduce height by up to 3.0m, trim back
sides to the point to allow new growth. T2 x Firebush – Cut down and ground out stump.
19/02187/LB – Mr & Mrs Ian Jones – London House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Repair
works to roof structure of existing canopy.
19/02557/LB – Mr & Mrs Ian Jones – London House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP – Rebuild the
chimney using the existing brick with appropriate mortar and addition of chimney pots.
19/02254/F – Mr Paul Jarvis – Half Acre Cottage, Heathfield, Kidlington OX5 3DU – Removal of
Condition 11 (use of dwelling) or 12/00882/F.
19/02734/F & 19/02735/LB – Mr & Mrs Ian Jones – London House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DP
– Rebuild of part of a collapsed boundary wall and re-mortar. Removal of flower bed next to
boundary wall.
19/02768/F – Mr Dougal Lott – 4 Blenheim Terrace, Bletchingdon OX5 3DQ – Erection of a new
outbuilding in the garden of the property.
19/02776/LB & 19/02806/F - Sir Basil Markesinis – Michaelmas Cottage, Islip Road, Bletchingdon
OX5 3DP – Change of roof covering to garage conversion from cedar shingles to natural slate.
19/02707/F & 19/02709/LB – Mr P Heron – The Old Rectory, Weston Road, Bletchingdon OX5 3DH –
Removal of existing modern extensions and carport and replacement with a single extension and
separate studio and minor internal alterations.
19/02723/F & 19/02724/LB – Oxford International Exchange Limited – The Rock of Gibraltar, Station
Road, Enslow, Kidlington OX5 3AY – Internal alterations to reconfigure and upgrade the existing
cellar, ground, first and second floor accommodation; external repairs, minor alterations and
refurbishment; removal of existing 20th century side conservatory and the construction of
replacement function and garden rooms along with associated landscaping works.
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council in January & February
2020:
18/01969/F – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House,
Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Alterations to the form of the north west steps
to the house, formation of underground spa and car parking facilities and a reformed swimming pool
and associated enclosure adjacent to the main house.
18/01945/F – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House,
Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Various works to the parkland, which include
improvements to the landscaping, repair of existing structures and new interventions within the
landscape. Erection of new buildings to form new Estate Yard Lodge (to provide offices within Class
B1) and agricultural building.
18/01946/LB – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House,
Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Repair of existing structures and new
interventions within the landscape.
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18/01970/LB – The Bletchingdon Park Estate C/O Perdix Partnership – Bletchingdon Park House,
Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Kidlington OX5 3DW – Alterations to the house and grounds; Various
works and general refurbishment of the interior main
house along with changes to the form of the north west steps. Formation of underground spa and
car parking facilities and a reformed swimming pool and associated enclosure adjacent to the main
house.
20/00105/TCA – Mr Richard Ehrman – Bletchingdon Park Stables, Church End, Bletchingdon – T1 x
Field Maple – Reduce crown by up to 3.0m back to previous pruning points. T2 x Apple – Reduce
crown by up to 3.0m, balance shape and clean crown to improve fruiting. T3, T4 x Yew – Reduce by
up to 2.0m to allow easy access into the bin area.
20/00044/F & 20/00045/LB – Mr & Mrs S Cook – Home Farm House, Islip Road, Bletchingdon OX5
3DP – Conversion of detached outbuilding into ancillary residential accommodation and internal and
external alterations to the attached and detached outbuildings.
20/00164/TCA – Mr James Prior – Court Yard House, Church End, Bletchingdon OX5 3DL. G1 x 4 no.s
Leylandii – Fell to ground level because of excessive shading. G2 x 17 no.s Mixed Conifers
(Leylandii/Macrocarpa) – Fell to ground level because of excessive shading, overbearing dominance
and close proximity to boundary wall. T1 x Tulip Tree – Crown reduction up to 3.0m. T2 x Magnolia
– Reduction of lateral limbs encroaching on the neighbouring property and boundary wall. T5 x
Cherry – Crown raise up to 4.0m and prune away from property by 2.0m.
20/00251/F – Euro Garages – BP Family Farm Services, Part of A34 by Weston on the Green –
Erection of a building to provide a drive thru (Use Class A3), a serving window to serve the existing
drive thru coffee shop, car parking and all other associated works.
**********************************************************************************************
Adverts
N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News

- 20 -

Your advert could be
here for only

£6.00
Per issue

or
£30.00
Per year
(6 issues per year)
If you wish to advertise please
contact Ian Gedling on
01869 350491
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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