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A bus service is vital for any village.  Many local villages have lost their bus service. 

Donôt let Bletchington be next.  Use it or lose it! 
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B L E T C H I N G T O N 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and I once again I wish everyone a very Happy New Year. 
 

L ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ hȄŦƻǊŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǎƘƻǇ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ hȄŦƻǊŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мтоу ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴ hȄŦƻǊŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛt old-fashioned but 

that, for me, was all part of its appeal as was ƛǘǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻ ǘƻΩ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ 

else besides, but is seemingly unable to cope with intense competition from on-ƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 

not the first nor the last shop to close, but here in Bletchington we have bucked the trend somewhat, having 

recently seen a brand new shop open. That much quoted ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 

today and applies not just to the shop, but also the pub, the club, the bus service and indeed everything that 

makes our village what it is. Please continue to support all our village amenities. 
 

Many thanks to Vinny Barrett, manager of Bletchingdon Youth under-13s Football Team for providing us with 

the team photograph which graces the cover of this edition. If you have an interesting photograph taken in 

Bletchington or with a clear connection to the village, why not send it to us for possible inclusion on a future 

cover. Also, please keep your news stories and memories of Bletchington coming - we would especially love to 

hear from new contributors. Please e-mail your contributions for the Village News to bletchington@aol.com. 

The deadline for articles is always the 20th of the month prior to publication ς so articles for inclusion in the 

April/May magazine must be with us by 20th March, 2020. 
 

petebaker99@gmail.com                                                                                   Pete Baker 
 

Field Path-Warden 
 

For several years, I have been the Bletchington Parish Field Path Warden. This involves walking all 

the paths in the Parish, taking care of them and sorting any minor issues. Any major problems are 

reported to Oxon County Council.  

However, I feel it is time for someone else, possibly a dog-walker, or maybe 2 people, to take over 

this voluntary role.  

Please contact me if you are at all interested. 
 

Ian Gedling (2 Islip Road ï 350491) 

 
ά²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέ ς Photographic competition 

 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ϻрлл Ǉƭǳǎ ϻмΣллл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ IŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

ƭƛŦŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ς 

ƛǘΩǎ bh¢ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ΨŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ōƻȄΩ ǘȅǇŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΦ 
 

Sponsored by Allied Westminster, the competition is designed to champion and emphasise the vital role that 

Village Halls play in strengthening rural communities. 
 

The closing date for entries is 15th March, 2020. If you are interested in entering, please visit the website 

https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition to download the rules of the competition and submit 

your photograph. Good luck! 

 

Cover photograph: Bletchingdon Youth under-13s Football Team. Back row (L to R): Harry Barrett, Luca Buy, 

Ellis Brown, Louis Tweddle, Lincoln Day, Filip Stojkovski, Riaz Slavik-Ali, Josh Garnon, Lorenzo Meta (Captain), 

Jordan Okwesa; Front row (L to R): Murray Elliott, Darren Richmond, Kaisen Vardy, Bailey Hilsdon, Riley 

Chester, Alfie Shaw, Luca Jordan.  

mailto:bletchington@aol.com
mailto:petebaker99@gmail.com
https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition
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ST. GILESô CHURCH  NEWS AND SERVICES  
  

We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton, 
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)  

Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon  OX5 3HA (01869 350224)                            

                                                                      email akemanbenefice@gmail.com   

Retired Priests: 
The Revôd Michael White 01869 572559        revmikewhite@gmail.com 
The Very Reverend Robert Wilkes 01869 350159    wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com 

 

Licensed Lay Minister: 
Paul Clifford (LLM)  01869 351652       paulandjoannac@gmail.com 

 

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger  

Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy  

Secretary: Patricia Hampson  

Treasurer: Ian Gedling  

Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts 

 

Services in St. Gilesô Church (unless otherwise stated) in February and March.    

Please note the changes of dates and times, due to Lent 

 
February 2020  

# Book of Common Prayer                                 

Sunday 2  Candlemas   
 
Chesterton               0800 Holy Communion 
Bletchingdon            1100 Holy Communion   
Chesterton               1100 Young Familiesô               
                                                    Service       
Middleton Stoney     1100 Morning Worship   
Kirtlington               1600 Family Service 
Wendlebury  1800    Candlemas Service  
                                                    (Choral)     

Sunday 9  3 before Lent 
 
Kirtlington               0915 Holy Communion    
Chesterton               1100 Holy Communion    
Weston o/t Green   1100 Family Service    

Sunday 16  2 before Lent  
 
Kirtlington               0800 Holy Communion# 
Middleton Stoney     0915 Holy Communion   
Wendlebury             0915 Morning Worship     
Bletchingdon            1000 Family Service    
Chesterton           1100 Chesterton Praise    
Weston o/t Green   1100 Holy Communion    
Kirtlington               1800 Evensong #        
             
 

Sunday 23  1 before Lent 
 
Kirtlington    **        1030 UB Holy Communion  
                                                   (J Lamb)    
Kirtlington  1600 Messy Church 
 
Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday 
 
Middleton Stoney 1000  Holy Communion 
Bletchingdon  1930 Holy Communion 

Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:  6, 13, 20, 27 February 
 

**Sunday 23 Feb     1030 Benefice Service at Kirtlington  
Preacher: Jonathan Lamb, author and Bible teacher, Keswick Ministries 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY    26 February 

 
We will be holding two services to mark the beginning of Lent: 
1000 at Middleton Stoney  (said) 
1930 at Bletchingdon  (sung) 
 
This is a special Holy Day and we do encourage all local Christians to attend one of these services.  
 

mailto:revmikewhite@gmail.com
mailto:wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com
mailto:paulandjoannac@gmail.com
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March 2020  
 

# Book of Common Prayer     

Sunday 1  Lent 1    
Chesterton               0800 Holy Communion # 
Wendlebury             0915 Holy Communion    
Bletchingdon            1100 Holy Communion    
Chesterton               1100 Young Familiesô  
                                                     Service        
Middleton Stoney     1100 Morning Worship     
Kirtlington               1600 Family Service       

Sunday 8  Lent 2 
Bletchingdon  0800 Holy Communion 
Kirtlington               0915 Holy Communion    
Chesterton               1100 Holy Communion    
Weston o/t Green   1100 Family Service      
                      
            

 

Sunday 15  Lent 3 
Kirtlington               0800 Holy Communion#  
Middleton Stoney     0915 Holy Communion 
Wendlebury             0915 Morning Worship   
Bletchingdon            1000 Family Service       
Chesterton           1100 Chesterton Praise 
Weston o/t Green   1100 Holy Communion      
Kirtlington               1800 Evensong #    
 
Sunday 22  Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 
Chesterton            0900 Holy Communion 
Weston o/t Green 1030 UB Family Service 

Sunday 29  Lent 5 Passion Sunday 
Chesterton               0800 Holy Communion # 
Wendlebury             0915 Holy Communion   
Bletchingdon            1100 Holy Communion    
Chesterton               1100 Young Familiesô  
                                                    Service  
Middleton Stoney     1100 Morning Worship     
Kirtlington               1600 Messy Church 
   

 

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 5,12,19,26 March 
 
 

From the registers: 
 

26
th
 September:  Funeral service for Vincent Lawrence Kilkenny 

2
nd

 October:  Thanksgiving service for Janet Elizabeth Pickering 

4
th
 October:  Interment of ashes of John Reginald Davis 

5
th
 December:  Thanksgiving service for Sheila Gough 

We send condolences to the family and friends of all four people. 

Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) 
Service, usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun ï why not 

come along and see for yourselves!  We also have Messy Church in Kirtlington for children from all the 

parishes. 

For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish 

Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the 

Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk  There is also a new Twitter site on  
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice    If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get 

in touch on 350491.  

Bible Study and prayer with Creche 
This bible study group is for people living in the benefice who are at home during the week (this is mainly 

mums but is not exclusive!). My hope is that we can have some time once a week to read the bible, learn a bit 

from each other and pray together. We usually meet in Kirtlington Church at 1330 on Thursdays for an hour 
with tea and snacks but please email in advance to confirm the venue  kirstydurley@hotrmail.com. Hope to see 

you soon!  

Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for 
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.  

We are always pleased to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who 

would like a church service to celebrate a special occasion.   You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry 
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief. 

Young Teenagers:  There is a monthly group for young teenagers on the second Sunday of the month.  More 

details from Gareth Miller or Mandy Jones (351771). 

Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to 
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above).  

https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice
mailto:kirstydurley@hotrmail.com
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Christmas Workshop:   At the workshop in December the children had fun making woolen Christmas trees, 
printing their own wrapping paper, decorating pine cones and making ñreindeerò biscuits to name but a few 

activities. They also listened to the nativity story and made paper ñprayerò chains.   Many thanks to Natasha 

Pitts who organized and led the activities, helped by Megan Pritchard Pitts, Judith Ledger, Philippa Dellar, 
Olivia Jordan, Kaelyn Hurst and several parents.  

Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church (and take everything down again!) or prepared the 

services for Christmas. A donation from the Crib and Carol Service was added to the collection from the 
Christingle Service and Ã150 was sent to the Childrenôs Society. 

The Annual Church Meeting will take place on March 10th at 7p.m. in the Village Hall meeting room.   This 

is your chance to hear what the church has been doing in the past year and to suggest ideas for the future.  We 
would love to have some new members on the Council (only 4 meetings a year)  ï please contact Judith for 

more details.  If you would like your name added to (or removed from) the Church Electoral Roll, please phone 

Kathy on 350491.   

 

Letter from   The Rector  
 

Dear friends 

We have just heard the sad news of the death of The Reverend Mike Stokes, who was Vicar of Chesterton with 

Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury from 1989-95, and also a predecessor of mine as Rural Dean of Bicester and 

Islip.  Mike was widely held in high regard, as was his wife Pat, and we send our condolences to his sons Andrew 

ŀƴŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊǘƻƴΣ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ф aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ мн ƴƻƻƴΦ 

Thinking about Mike has made me wonder what makes a good vicar.  We have recently been advertising for a 

House for Duty priest, and it was an interesting challenge to be involved in framing the advert.  Of course, we all 

tend to want a saint ς good with the elderly, good with the young, a good preacher, a good visitor, a good listener, 

dynamic, a ƴƛŎŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ŜǘŎ ŜǘŎΗ  LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  {ǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

we, like you, have our individual faults and idiosyncrasies! 

The Church of England has been criticised in some quarters, with some justification in my view, for being too 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ   ²ƘŀǘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΩ 

church?   Most of our village churches are supported by a relatively small group of faithful Christians, who do their 

very best to live out the life that God calls us to.   Having said that, it is important that clergy are accountable, and 

they should make time to think about the way they spend their time, where they put their energy and focus, and 

what their priorities are.  To this end I found it helpful yesterday to have my Ministry Development Review. 

Here are some words from Dietrich Bonhoeffer which I have found helpful: Ψbƻ ƻƴŜ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
alone. Whoever is minded to build the church is surely well on his way to destroying it; for he will build a temple to 
idols without wishing or knowing it. We must confess ς he builds. We must proclaim ς he builds. We must pray to 
him ς he builds. We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may be that the times which by human 
standards are times of collapse are for him the great times of building. It may be that the times which from a 
human point of view are great times for the church are when it is pulled down. It is a great comfort which Christ 
gives to his Church: you confess, preach, bear witness to me, and I alone will build where it pleases me. Do not 
ƳŜŘŘƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦΩ 
Gareth 
 
 

During Lent, the villages of the Akeman Benefice will be starting a new 

venture, from 27
th
 February for 6 weeks... 

Travelling Together 
Small, informal groups meeting to share hospitality, Bible reflection, ideas and 

prayer, using material called 

Pilgrim: A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY 
Groups 

Tuesday 2pm Bletchingdon                        Wednesday 2pm Kirtlington                  Wednesday 7pm Wendlebury 

Thursday 1.30pm for young parents, (with creche)  Kirtlington           Thursday 7pm Chesterton and Kirtlington. 
 

Choose the day and time that suits you; every group will welcome people from any of the villages. 

To find out more contact either:      Bob Wilkes 350159 bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com 

                                or:  Joanna Clifford 351652 joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com 

mailto:bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com
mailto:joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com
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Get help with home repairs 

Housing affects health. There are services and funds available to help people (owners and private 

tenants) stay independent, safe and well in their homes, and Oxfordshire County Council has 

developed a referral service to help residents (or carers) access the right organisations in their area, 

to get the help they need. 

The type of help that can be provided are services such as new boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or 

cavity wall insulation, access to a local and trustworthy repairs service and general advice on how to 

stay safe, well and affordably warm in your home. 

For more information or to make a referral visit: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs 

 

  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs
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Journey of the Magi 

A Christmas entertainment based on the poem by T. S. Eliot, 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

Kirtlington, on Friday 29th November 2019 

9ƭƛƻǘΩǎ ΨWƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƛΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 

sombre poem, with none of the expected rejoicing at finding the 

right place at the end of their journey and bearing witness to a 

ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ όȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅύ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΩΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 

could not be simply celebrated, containing as it did knowledge of the cruel death to follow. How could such a 

work be transformed into an engaging, witty, hugely inventive, and energetic dance? The work was first 

devised in 1997 and has been through various adaptations since as it is performed in churches around the 

country in the run-ǳǇ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƭŜŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊǎΩ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǿŜŀǾŜ 9ƭƛƻǘΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

experiences of the festive season: starting with an evocation of 

the magic of snow, then shopping, partying, an interlude of 

pure pantomime at the beginning of the second half, 

decorations and present-giving on Christmas morning. Each 

small element of the whole was accompanied by appropriate and wonderfully varied music, from Chopin to 

Gershwin and Cole Porter, Saint-Saens, John Williams and the glorious twelfth-century Hildegard Von Bingen, 

interspersed with pure pop. It was all performed with gusto by the cast of four dancers, who changed outfits 

and character deftly through their facial expressions and body language. One of my own favourite moments 

ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ΨǊƛŘƛƴƎΩ Ƙƻōōȅ-horse camels, with their faces capturing the 

haughty expressions we associate with these creatures. It was all lively, infectiously entertaining, accessible to 

both children and those who knew nothing of Eliot, although the poem was helpfully printed in the 

programme. For me, the great achievement of the whole was that, for all its light-hearted fun, it never lost 

sight of ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ƳƻƻŘ ƻŦ 9ƭƛƻǘΩǎ ǇƻŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŜǿ ŀ ƎŀǎǇ ŦǊƻƳ 

the audience as they were so unexpected: the Christmas presents unwrapped and distributed looked both 

ordinary and not particularly welcome to their recipients: ŀ Řƻƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŀ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ 

stick, a comic soft toy sheep. Then suddenly they appeared arranged as a tableau of the nativity scene, with 

ǘƘŜ Řƻƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŀŘƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ ŎǊƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘer moment 

came at the end when a fine piece of dancing ended with the dancer emulating a figure on a cross, arms 

outstretched, head bowed. But, while this essential thread of the Christian story was woven through the 

whole piece, it was presented with the lightest touch. The essential message of the work seemed to me to be 

that life should be celebrated and enjoyed to the full, especially in the company of others, in multiple ways, 

including art, music and dance, but awareness of darker aspects of the human experience, deprivation, pain 

and suffering, should never be forgotten but serve to enhance all that is most valuable in human interaction. 

That said, what characterised the whole was its sense of fun and we all left with smiles on our faces and feet 

that twitched to join the dance.                                                                                                     Celia Hawkesworth 
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Bletchingdon Community Foundation - Public meeting 
 

On 5th December the BCF hosted a public meeting at the Village Hall. About a dozen residents turned up to 

find out about our village charity, which was a slightly disappointing turnout. Chairman Tony Saunders began 

by presenting a brief history of the organisation, embracing the Bletchingdon Community Foundation, the 

Bletchington Charity and Bletchingdon Village Hall, and an overview of how it is structured. He then reported 

that there had been some turmoil during 2019, beginning in January when two trustees resigned then in May, 

most of the Village Hall committee resigned en-bloc, necessitating a report to be made to the Charities 

Commission and the hall being run directly by the BCF. A number of unfounded allegations of 

mismanagement subsequently circulated around the village, causing distress amongst the remaining trustees. 

The BCF therefore felt compelled to instigate two independent reviews: one looking at financial practices and 

a second to examine how the organisation is managed. Both reviews concluded there was no evidence to 

support any allegations of mismanagement by the BCF trustees. Mr. Saunders advised that a line has now 

been drawn under the matter and the Foundation is now fully focused on the future. 
 

The trustees then each introduced themselves to the attendees before Mr. Saunders proceeded to outline the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the three charities and a new booking system for the Village Hall introduced along with an enhanced, 

standardised pricing structure. Regarding management of the Village Hall, plans are being considered to 

recruit two new positions: one to take care of maintenance of the hall and another to look after bookings and 

administration, whilst a new committee is proposed to run events. A new dedicated BCF website is also in the 

pipeline. In other developments, the freehold of the shop building will pass to the BCF and will eventually 

attract market value rent, when the Co-op has recovered its build costs; also a small parcel of land, known as 

the Slipe, located on the B4027 about a mile east of the village has been acquired by the BCF through a 

generous donation.  
 

Following this, Finance Manager Sue Green presented a finance report, which provided an insight into the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ нлмф ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ Cǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

now found at the Village Hall. There will be a full examination of the 2019 accounts next year, which will delay 

publication but a finance report will be published in Village News and on the website as soon as the accounts 

have been approved. 
 

Finally the floor was opened up for questions. A key theme that came across in the questions was a request 

for the BCF to be more open about its finance and other activities. Mr. Saunders advised attendees the BCF 

has always been an open organisation, its accounts being publicly accessible on Companies House and the 

Charity Commission websites. Conceding that most villagers would not look at these, he reaffirmed what had 

ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ./CΩǎ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ./CΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

News. The Slipe was also raised in the questions session, with attendees keen to find out more and become 

involved. Mr. Saunders explained the site is not ready to accept visitors at present, but it will be properly 

publicised when this changes. A consultation process would be established to involve villagers in its 

development. 

 

 

 
 

 




