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A bus service is vital for any villageMany local villages have lost their bus service.
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BLETCHINGTON
EDITORIAL

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christnaasl | once again | wish everyone a very Happy New Year.

L ¢l a&a alRRSYSR (2 KSIFENJ2F GKS AYLSYRAy3 Of 2adzNB 2
AO2y A0 &K2LJ KFad GNIRSR Ay hET2NR &Ay Ot®ldfashiongd buty R A
that, for me, was all part of its appealassA (1 & dzy AljdzSySaas y2aG o0SAy3 LI NI
LX F OS FT2N) IyedKAy3a &2dz OFlyQli FAYR StaSgKSNB® Ll K
else besides, Hus seemingly unable to cope with intense competition fromfod Yy S A K2 LILIA Yy 3 d L
not the first nor the last shop to close, but here in Bletchington we have bucked the trend somewhat, having
recently seen a brand new shop open. That much quat#INJ} &S adzaS Ad 2NJ £ 2aS AG¢
today and applies not just to the shop, but also the pub, the club, the bus service and indeed everything that
makes our village what it is. Please continue to support all our village amenities.

Many thanks to Vinny Barrett, manager of Bletchingdon Youth widsrFootball Team for providing us with
the team photograph which graces the cover of this edition. If you have an interesting photograph taken in
Bletchington or with a clear connection to thélage, why not send it to us for possible inclusion on a future
cover. Also, please keep your news stories and memories of Bletchington cowengould especially love to
hear from new contributors. Pleasergail your contributions for the Village Newsliletchington@aol.com

The deadline for articles is always 2@" of the month prior to publicationc so articles for inclusion in the
April/May magazine must be with us Bg" March, 2020

petebaker99@gmail.com Pete Baker

Field PathWarden

For several years, | have been the Bletchingrarnsh Field Path Warden. This involves walking all
the paths in the Parish, taking care of them and sorting any minor issues. Any major problems are
reported to Oxon County Council.

However, | feel it is time for someone else, possibly adaliker, ormaybe 2 people, to take over

this voluntary role.

Please contact me if you are at all interested.

lan Gedling (2 Islip Road 350491)

G2 2y RS NF dz& Phatdgfagihic Gb@getition

PYFGSdzZNI LIK2G23IN) LIKSNEY KSNBQa (ekeSdzNg AGKIFFyIOS 1012t fodh ye F
fAFSE YR (KS 2dzR3ISa IINB f221Ay3 F2N I LIK23G2¢3INF LK
AGQ& bhe¢ o62dzi LINBGGe wOK202tl 4GS o02EQ GeLS aosSyssa
Sponsored by Allied Westminster, the competitiodésigned to champion and emphasise the vital role that
Village Halls play in strengthening rural communities.

The closing date for entries is"18arch, 2020. If you are interested in entering, please visit the website
https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photacompetitionto download the rules of the competition and submit
your photograph. Good luck!

Cover photographBletchingdon Youth undet3s Football TeanBack row (L to R}ary Barrett, Luca Buy,
Ellis Brown, Louis Tweddle, Lincoln Day, Filip Stojkovski, RiazABlalakh Garnon, Lorenzo Meta (Captain)
Jordan Okwesd&ront row (L to R)Murray Elliott, Darren Richmond, Kaisen Vardy, Bailey Hilsdon, Riley
Chester, Alfie Siw, Luca Jordan.
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We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, WestumtheGreen, Chesterton,

Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)

Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectakyrtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com

Retired Priests:
The Revdd Mic

hael

The Very Reverend Robert Wilkes 01869 350159

Licensed Lay Minister:

Paul Clifford (LLM) 01869 351652

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy

Secretary: Patricia Hampson
Treasurer: lan Gedling

Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts

Services

Whi t e

LES O NEWIIAD BERVICES

0 1 8eGnikevithife@ §nmidcom

wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com

paulandjoannac@gmail.com

Please note the changes of dates and times, due to Lent

i nurchqunless @hetwisesstated} in February and March.

February 2020
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 2 Candlemas Sunday 9 3 before Lent
Chesterton 0800 Holy Communion Kirtlington 0915 Holy Communion
Bletchingdon 1100 Holy Communion Chesterton 1100 Holy Communion
Chesterton 1100 Young Fami | Weston o/t Green 1100 Family Service
Service
Middleton Stoney 1100 Morning Worship
Kirtlington 1600 Family Service
Wendlebury 1800 Candlemas Service
(Choral)

Sunday 16 2 before Lent Sunday 23 1 before Lent
Kirtlington 0800 Holy Communion# Kirtlington  ** 1030 UB Holy Communion
Middleton Stoney 0915 Holy Communion (J Lamb)
Wendlebury 0915 Morning Worship Kirtlington 1600 Messy Church
Bletchingdon 1000 Family Service
Chesterton 1100 Chesterton Praise Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday
Weston o/t Green 1100 Holy Communion
Kirtlington 1800  Evensong # Middleton Stoney 1000 Holy Communion

Bletchingdon 1930 Holy Communion

Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 6, 13, 20, 27 February

*Sunday 23 Feb

1030 Benefice Service at Kirtlington
Preacher: Jonathan Lamb, author and Bible teacher, Keswick Ministries

ASH WEDNESDAY 26 February

We will be holding two services to mark the beginning of Lent:
1000 at Middleton Stoney (said)

1930 at Bletchingdon (sung)

This is a special Holy Day and we do encourage all local Christians to attend one of these services.
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March 2020

# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 1 Lent1 Sunday 8 Lent 2
Chesterton 0800 Holy Communion # Bletchingdon 0800 Holy Communion
Wendlebury 0915 Holy Communion Kirtlington 0915 Holy Communion
Bletchingdon 1100 Holy Communion Chesterton 1100 Holy Communion
Chesterton 1100 Young Fami | Weston o/t Green 1100 Family Service

Service
Middleton Stoney 1100 Morning Worship
Kirtlington 1600 Family Service
Sunday 15 Lent 3 Sunday 29 Lent 5 Passion Sunday
Kirtlington 0800 Holy Communion# Chesterton 0800 Holy Communion #
Middleton Stoney 0915 Holy Communion Wendlebury 0915 Holy Communion
Wendlebury 0915 Morning Worship Bletchingdon 1100 Holy Communion
Bletchingdon 1000 Family Service Chesterton 1100 Young Fami |l
Chesterton 1100 Chesterton Praise Service
Weston o/t Green 1100 Holy Communion Middleton Stoney 1100  Morning Worship
Kirtlington 1800 Evensong # Kirtlington 1600 Messy Church
Sunday 22 Lent 4 Mothering Sunday
Chesterton 0900 Holy Communion
Weston o/t Green 1030 UB Family Service

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 5,12,19,26 March

From the registers:

26" September: Funeral service for Vincent Lawrence Kilkenny
2" October: Thanksgiving service for Janet Elizabeth Pickering
4™ October: Interment of ashes of John Reginald Davis

5" December: Thanksgiving service for Sheila Gough

We send condolences to the family and friends of all four people.

Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age)
Service, usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are {reatyfurot
come along and see for yourselves! We also have MessiciCin Kirtlington for children from all the
parishes.

For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Pari
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchprgdianuk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, pleast

in touch on 350491.

Bible Study and prayer with Creche

This bible study group is for people living in the benefice who are at home during the week (this is mainly
mums but is not exclusive!). My hope is that we can have some time once a week to read the bible, learn a bit
from each other and pray together. Waeially meet in Kirtlington Church at 1330 on Thursdays for an hour

with tea and snacks but please email in advance to confirm the késtyeurley@hotrmail.comHope to see

you soon!

Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.

We are always pleaséd hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who
would likea church service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief.

Young Teenagers: There is a monthly group for young teenagers on the second Sunitieyrobnth. More
details from Gareth Miller or Mandy Jones (351771).

Pastoral Care If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gardtesgmdbove).


https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice
mailto:kirstydurley@hotrmail.com
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Christmas Workshop: At the workshop in December the children had fun making woolen Christmas trees,
printing their own wrapping paper, decorating pine conesand méking i ndeer 0 bi scui ts t
activities. They also listenedtoh e nat i vity st ory anManyil@dksto Nataphar [ p't
Pitts who organized and led the activities, helpet/llegan Pritchard Pitts, Judith Ledger, Philippa Dellar,

Olivia Jordan, Kaelyn Hurst and several parents.

Thank you to everyor who helped to decorate the church (and take everything down again!) or prepared the
services for ChristmasA donation from the Crib and Carol Service was addethéocollection from the
Christh gl e Service and A150 was sent to the Childreni

The Annual Church Meeting will take place on March 10th at 7p.m. in the Village Hall meeting room. This

is your chance to hear what the church has been doing in the past year and to suggest ideas for the future. \
would love to have some new memberstioa Council (only 4 meetings a year) please contact Judith for

more details. If you would like your name added to (or removed from) the Church Electoral Roll, please phone
Kathy on 350491.

Letter from The Rector

Dear friends

We have just heard the sad news of the death of The Reverend Mike Stokes, who was Vicar of Chesterton with
Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury from 1989, and also a predecessor of mine as Rural Dean of Bicester and

Islip. Mike was widely held in high redaas was his wife Pat, and we send our condolences to his sons Andrew
FYR W2yl GKIFy® ¢CKS Fdzy SN} f gAft oS Ay {dG alNBQAX /
Thinking about Mike has made me wonder what makes a good vicar. We have recently beeisiagverta

House for Duty priest, and it was an interesting challenge to be involved in framing the advert. Of course, we all
tend to want a saint good with the elderly, good with the young, a good preacher, a good visitor, a good listener,
dynamic,a/ A OS YIyySNE SGO SiGOH LGQa ljdzadGS + GFrtt 2NRSNJI
we, like you, have our individual faults and idiosyncrasies!

The Church of England has been criticised in some quarters, with some justificatigrview, for being too
YEYFISNALIE FYyR (22 YdzOK F20dzadaSR 2y 2dzi02YSa |yR NB
church? Most of our village churches are supported by a relatively small group of faithful Christians, who do their
verybest to live out the life that God calls us to. Having said that, it is important that clergy atetadde, and

they should maké&me to think about the way they spend their time, where they put their energy and focus, and

what their priorities are.To this end | found it helpful yesterday to have my Ministry Development Review.

Here are some words from Dietrich Bonhoeffer which | have found helpfal2 2y S o6dzA f Ra (KS OK
alone. Whoever is minded to build the church is surely welliemiay to destroying it; for he will build a temple to

idols without wishing or knowing it. We must confedse builds. We must proclaimhe builds. We must pray to

him ¢ he builds. We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may be théhtae which by human

standards are times of collapse are for him the great times of building. It may be that the times which from a

human point of view are great times for the church are when it is pulled down. It is a great comfort which Christ
gives tohis Church: you confess, preach, bear witness to me, and | alone will build where it pleases me. Do not
YSRRES Ay 6KIFIG A& Y& LINRPOAYOS® / KdzZNODK:=Z R2 ¢gKFG Aa 3.
Gareth

During Lent, the villages of thekeman Benefice will be starting a new
venture, from 2% February for 6 weeks...

' Travelling Together

Y/ Small, informal groups meeting to share hospitality, Bible reflection, ideas and
R prayer, using material called
it Pilgrim: A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY
Groups
Tuesday 2pm Bletchingdon Wednesday 2pm Kirtlington Wednesday 7pm Wendlebury

Thursday 1.30pm for young parents, (with creche) Kirtlington Thursday 7pm Chesterton and Kirtlington.

Choose the day antiime that suits you; every group will welcome people from any of the villages.
To find out more contact either: Bob Wilkes 350t6Bwilkes.akeman@agmail.com
or: Joannd&lifford 3516520annaclifford.akeman@gmail.com
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@ST MARY'S CHURCH, Bletchingdon PTA’s

SINKING FEELING!

ART, CRAFT © GAMES o STORY *BE CREATIVE
GET MESSY « FAMILY TIME « TODDLER ART
FAMILY FUN o TEA & CHAT  MUSIC, SONGS

. HOT DINNER INCLUDED

BOOKING NOT REQUIRED - BUT IF YOU CAN, Entry price includes jacke! pofato wih salad.
FOR EASTER LET US KNOW YOU'LL BE THERE! g ' 4

MESSY CHHRCH EMAIL: pautandjoannac@gmail . com

General knowledge?, General ignorance?
Generally a good night out!

Saturday February 29t*,7.30

Doors open at 7.00

Bletchingdon Village Hall

KIRTLINGTON

THE AKEMAN BENEFICE PRESENTS Quiz Night
: 4PH - 5.30PM E e z
BE WISE -] | =
= KEEP
BUID ON | || | < |
H TS 5
Quiz
DON'T HAVE THAT NIGHT

Contact Rachel (07790 025110) or any member of the PTA for
further details. Tickets in advance priced at £8.00 per person,
teams maximum size of &

Get help with home repairs

Housing affects health. There are services and funds available to help people (owners and private
tenants) stay independent, safe and well in their homes, and Oxfordshire County Council has
developed a referral service to help residents (or carers) access the right organisations in their area,
to get the help they need.

The type of help that can be provided are services such as new boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or
cavity wall insulation, access to a local and trustworthy repairs service and general advice on how to
stay safe, well and affordably warm in your home.

For more information or to make a referral visit: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs

"é"‘k‘b :Ei e < |
Find out what support is available to help keep you safe and well in your home.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL



http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs

Journey of the Magi

A Christmas entertainment based on the poem by T. S. Eliot,
LISNF2NYSR o6& GKS {LNXy3a 51y0S
Kirtlington, on Friday 29November 2019

9f A200Qa8 wWw2dNySe 2F (GKS al3IaQ K
sombre poem, with nonefahe expected rejoicing at finding the

right place at the end of their journey and bearing witness to a
YANI Odzf 2dza O0ANIKZ o6dzi GKS ljdzA S O2y Ot dzaAz2y GKIFG W
could not be simply celebrated, contamgj as it did knowledge of the cruel death to follow. How could such a
work be transformed into an engaging, witty, hugely inventive, and energetic dance? The work was first
devised in 1997 and has been through various adaptations since as it is perforotedéhes around the
countryintherundzL) G2 / KNRAGYlFad ¢KS LINARYFNEB SFELI 2F GKS
gSI @S 9tA20Qa LRSY Ay FyR 2 ' NJ Y2

experiences of the festive season: starting with an evocation ¢
the magic of snow, then shopping, partying, an interlude of
pure pantomime at the beginning of the second half,
decorations and preserdiving on Christmas morning. Each g
small element of the whole was accompanied by appropriate and wonderfully varied masicCfiopin to

Gershwin and Cole Porter, SaBaens, John Williams and the glorious twetfémtury Hildegard Von Bingen,
interspersed with pure pop. It was all performed with gusto by the cast of four dancers, who changed outfits
and character deftly throgh their facial expressions and body language. One of my own favourite moments
gla oKSY G(GKS GKNBS 62YSy -Rorsgcddchwith theiirJadesNBpRIingtNA RA y 3
haughty expressions we associate with these creatures. It was all IiMfelgtiously entertaining, accessible to

both children and those who knew nothing of Eliot, although the poem was helpfully printed in the

programme. For me, the great achievement of the whole was that, for all itsHigdatted fun, it never lost

sightofi KS dzy RSNI @Ay3 Y22R 2F 9ftA20Qa LIR2SYP ¢KSNB 4SN
the audience as they were so unexpected: the Christmas presents unwrapped and distributed looked both
ordinary and not particularly welcome to their recipierits: R2f € F2NJ 6 KS OSYyidNI t 0O2c
stick, a comic soft toy sheep. Then suddenly they appeared arranged as a tableau of the nativity scene, with
GKS R2ff Ay | ON}YRfS>Y GKS adGAaAodl y26 | adkBdknS NRQa
came at the end when a fine piece of dancing ended with the dancer emulating a figure on a cross, arms
outstretched, head bowed. But, while this essential thread of the Christian story was woven through the

whole piece, it was presented with thightest touch. The essential message of the work seemed to me to be

that life should be celebrated and enjoyed to the full, especially in the company of others, in multiple ways,
including art, music and dance, but awareness of darker aspects of the hexparience, deprivation, pain

and suffering, should never be forgotten but serve to enhance all that is most valuable in human interaction.
That said, what characterised the whole was its sense of fun and we all left with smiles on our faces and feet

that twitched to join the dance. Celia Hawkesworth
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Bletchingdon Community FoundationPublic meeting

On 8" December the BCF hosted a public meeting at the Village Hall. About a dozen residents turned up to
find out about our village charity, which was a slightly disappointing turnout. Chairman Tony Saunders began
by presenting a brief history of the organisatji embracing the Bletchingdon Community Foundation, the
Bletchington Charity and Bletchingdon Village Hall, and an overview of how it is structured. He then reported
that there had been some turmoil during 2019, beginning in January when two trustegeadshen in May,

most of the Village Hall committee resignedigioc, necessitating a report to be made to the Charities
Commission and the hall being run directly by the BCF. A number of unfounded allegations of
mismanagement subsequently circulated andithe village, causing distress amongst the remaining trustees.
The BCF therefore felt compelled to instigate two independent reviews: one looking at financial practices and
a second to examine how the organisation is managed. Both reviews concludedwier® evidence to

support any allegations of mismanagement by the BCF trustees. Mr. Saunders advised that a line has now
been drawn under the matter and the Foundation is now fully focused on the future.

The trustees then each introduced themselveshe attendees before Mr. Saunders proceeded to outline the
2NHFYA&F A2y Q4 2y32Ay3a OGABAGASED® IS SELXFAYSR
the three charities and a new booking system for the Village Hall introduced along witthanced,

standardised pricing structure. Regarding management of the Village Hall, plans are being considered to
recruit two new positions: one to take care of maintenance of the hall and another to look after bookings and
administration, whilst a new comittee is proposed to run events. A new dedicated BCF website is also in the
pipeline. In other developments, the freehold of the shop building will pass to the BCF and will eventually
attract market value rent, when the @p has recovered its build costdso a small parcel of land, known as

the Slipe, located on the B4027 about a mile east of the village has been acquired by the BCF through a
generous donation.

Following this, Finance Manager Sue Green presented a finance report, which providedlaninnsithe
2NEHIFyA&ardA2yQa aasSia a Sttt +a SELXIFAYAY3 GKS N
now found at the Village Hall. There will be a full examination of the 2019 accounts next year, which will delay
publication but aihance report will be published in Village News and on the website as soon as the accounts
have been approved.

Finally the floor was opened up for questions. A key theme that came across in the questions was a request
for the BCF to be more open aboutfitsance and other activities. Mr. Saunders advised attendees the BCF

has always been an open organisation, its accounts being publicly accessible on Companies House and the
Charity Commission websites. Conceding that most villagers would not look af teememaffirmed what had

0SSy alFAR Ay (GKS FAYyFIyOS NBLRNI:Z (GKFG RSGFAT & 42d:
0S NBLX I OSR o0& (KS ./ CQa 206y 6S6aArAiGaSv YR AYyT2NXI
News. The $ie was also raised in the questions session, with attendees keen to find out more and become
involved. Mr. Saunders explained the site is not ready to accept visitors at present, but it will be properly
publicised when this changes. A consultation prosessld be established to involve villagers in its

development.

The
Bletchington
Charity

Bletchingdon Community
Foundation






