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BLETCHINGTON

EDITORIAL
I am delighted to have been appointed Editor of the Village News. Firstly I have to say many thanks to my
predecessor, Greta Bickley, for 40 years of sterling service. She will certainly be a very hard act to follow and I
can’t claim that I will be able to come anywhere close to that level of longevity. I have lived in Bletchington for
27 years, I am a trustee of the Bletchingdon Community Foundation, I’m a keen supporter of Oxford United
Football Club and I play for Bletchington Nomads quiz team in the Oxfordshire Quiz League.
Our village is unusual in that its name has two different spellings. Everyone you speak to around the village
seems to favour one or the other. Our cover features two postcards of the village reflecting the different
spellings and on page 12 Ian Gedling analyses the whole DON/TON debate. Which spelling do you prefer?
This is YOUR Village News. We need your help in providing news, articles, recollections and photographs
relating to the village of Bletchington. Please e-mail your contributions to the Village News to
bletchington@aol.com. Remember, without YOU the Village News would not exist. Please note the deadline
for articles is always the 20th of the month prior to publication – so articles for the October/November
newsletter must be with us by 20th September and by 20th November for the following edition.

petebaker99@gmail.com

Pete Baker

THANKYOU:
Thank you very much to Liz and Ian for their acknowledgement of my time as Editor of the Village News’ I
remember the days prior to computers - when we had to type and ‘roll-off’ the pages, then staple them
together to produce each Village News!
Ian has been involved from the very beginning (1979). He and his family often helped out with the stapling,
etc. in the early days. He became the Treasurer in 1992. The Village News are delivered to him and he pays
the bill and organises the distribution.
With regards to Liz - The Village News wouldn’t have existed without her! Nowadays (since 1998) Liz
receives the articles and spends a great deal of time in organising them (as to what fits where!).
She then finds a cover picture (unless a suitable one has already been sent). She would then send the pages
to me so that I could write ‘From the Editor’. Once I had written it she would then send the Village News off
to the printer. Without Liz, the Village News wouldn’t have happened.
Greta Bickley

Notice to Bus-Users

Thames Travel Bus Company had announced plans to withdraw the 250 service from July 27th. However this
has now been revised and they will continue to operate until the end of August, after which another company
will take over. Please refer to the item on the bus service on page 5.
We have been assured that the present route and time-table will be retained.
Elinor Webber

Welcome to Bletchington:
Welcome to all the new people moving into the village – we hope you will enjoy living here. The Village News
is a free magazine produced every second month, which tells everyone about the many organisations and events
in the village from Church to cricket, Bletchington Silver Band to Brownies. We also report on news from
other villages for clubs such as W.I. at Weston and the Historical Society at Kirtlington, to which several people
go. Bletch cafe is open in the village hall on Wednesday mornings in term time, the pub serves drinks and has
recently started serving food. The Sports & Social Club also serves drinks, and the new Co-op should open in
the next few months. We hope you will join in the life of the village and we would be very pleased to see you at
any of these activities and events.
Beware - another scam
A ’security firm’ is phoning people to say that a sum of money, usually £600, is being transferred from
your account and you have to press 1 immediately. Needless to say, it isn’t true! You are advised to
just hang up.
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Retired Priests:
The Rev’d Michael White 01869 572559
revmikewhite@gmail.com
The Very Reverend Robert Wilkes 01869 350159
wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com
The Reverend Andrew Foran 01869 600795
andrew.foran01@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01869 351652
Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Secretary: Patricia Hampson

paulandjoannac@gmail.com

Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Member of the PCC: Natasha Pitts

Services in St. Giles’ Church (unless otherwise stated) in August and September.
August 2019
# Book of Common Prayer
* Baptism
Sunday 4
Trinity 7
Sunday 11
Trinity 8
Chesterton
0800 Holy Communion
Bletchingdon
0800 Holy Communion #
Wendlebury
0915 Holy Communion
Kirtlington
0915 Holy Communion
Bletchingdon
1100 Holy Communion
Chesterton
1100 Holy Communion
Middleton St
1100 Morning Worship
Weston o/t G
1100 Family Service
Hampton Gay
1515 Evensong #
Kirtlington
1600 Family Service
Sunday 18
Trinity 9
Sunday 25
Trinity 10
Kirtlington
0800 Holy Communion #
Wendlebury
1030
Middleton St
0915 Holy Communion
UB Holy Communion
Bletchingdon
1000 Family Service
Chesterton
1100 Chesterton Praise
Weston o/t G
1100 Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1800 Evensong #
Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:
1 Aug, 8 Aug, 15 Aug, 22 Aug and 29 Aug
Sept 2019
# Book of Common Prayer
September 1
St. Giles (Patronal BD, HG, WB)
September 8
Birthday of BVM
Chesterton
0800 Holy Communion #
(Patronal KT) Swedish Visit
Wendlebury
0915 Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1030
United Benefice
Bletchingdon
1100
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Chesterton
1100
Young Families’
(Preacher: Alf Johansson)
Service
Middleton St
1100
Morning Worship
September 15 Trinity 13
Hampton Gay
1515
Evensong
Bletchingdon
0800
Holy Communion #
Kirtlington
1600
Family Service
Kirtlington
0915
Holy Communion
Chesterton
1100
Holy Communion
Weston o/t G
1100
Family Service
September 22 Trinity 14
September 29 Trinity 15 (Michaelmas)
Kirtlington
0800
Holy Communion #
Kirtlington
1030
Taize Eucharist
Middleton St
0915
Holy Communion
Wendlebury
1600
Harvest Service
Wendlebury
0915
Morning Worship
Bletchingdon
1000
Family Service
Chesterton
1100
Chesterton Praise
Weston o/t G
1100
Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1800
Songs of Praise
Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 5, 12, 19 and 26 Sept
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From the registers:
Baptisms:
June 23rd
June 30th
July 7th
July 7th

Evie Matilda Draffan Wade, daughter of Geoffrey and Katie
Hector Ayrton Wright, son of Benjamin and Emily
Harry Alec Arthur White, son of Mark and Emma
Florence Emma Whitlock, daughter of Benjamin and Katherine

We welcome all these children and their parents to St. Giles'.
Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service,
usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not come along
and see for yourselves!
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get
in touch on 350491.
Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.
We are always pleased to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who
would like a church service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief.
Young Teenagers: There is a monthly group for young teenagers on the second Sunday of the month. More
details from Gareth Miller or Mandy Jones (351771).
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above).
Service on the Green: This informal service was held on the 30th June - a lovely summer morning. Many
thanks to Revd Mike White for leading the service, to Bletchington Silver Band for their expert accompaniment
of the hymns and to everyone who helped with the preparation.

GOOD NEWS!
Messy Church starts again in September, with a new look and activities for older
children. Keep the date – Sunday September 22nd, 4 – 5.30pm in Kirtlington
Church. As usual this is free and includes a hot meal. For all ages, children to come
with an adult.

Letter from The Rector
Dear friends,
I have just been reading the report of the Independent Review into Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Support for persecuted Christians worldwide, led by the Bishop of Truro, the Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen.
In its overview the report says: “Despite the fact that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is
foundational to the UN Charter, which is binding on member states, and that ‘the denial of religious liberty
is almost everywhere viewed as morally and legally invalid’, in today’s world religious freedom is far from
being an existential reality.”
Among the key research findings are:


The Pew Research Centre concluded that in 2016 Christians were targeted in 144 countries, a rise from 125
in 2015. The Centre concluded that “Christians have been harassed in more countries than any other
religious group and have suffered harassment in many of the heavily Muslim countries of the Middle East
and North Africa”.
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NGO Open Doors revealed that “approximately 245 million Christians living in the top 50 countries suffer
high levels of persecution or worse”, 30 million up on the previous year.
Open Doors stated that within five years the number of countries classified as having “extreme”
persecution had risen from one (North Korea) to 11.
Both Open Doors and Aid to the Church in Need have highlighted the increasing threat from “aggressive
nationalism” or “ultra-nationalism” in countries such as China and India – growing world powers – as well
as from Islamist militia groups.
According to Persecution Relief, 736 attacks were recorded in India in 2017, up from 348 in 2016. With
reports in China showing an upsurge of persecution against Christians between 2014 and 2016,
government authorities in Zheijiang Province targeted up to 2,000 churches, which were either partially or
completely destroyed or had their crosses removed.
Bishop Philip said: “In preparing this report I’ve been truly shocked by the severity, scale and scope of the
problem. Why have we been so blind to this situation for so long”
“It is ironic that many western secularists, Islamic extremists and authoritarian regimes share a common
assumption – that the Christian faith is primarily an expression of white western privilege. In fact,
Christianity is primarily a phenomenon of the global south and the global poor.
“It seems to me that there are two existential, global threats to human flourishing and harmonious
communities: climate change and the systematic denial of freedom of religious belief. We are quite rightly
becoming sensitised to the former. We must urgently attend to the latter.”
I hope that we will have an opportunity to discuss this in our churches, and I will be looking out for the
FCO’s response.
Gareth

50 Years Ago
Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on 12th September, 1969
Present: Mr A. Eeley (Chairman), Messrs J. Crawley, W.F.Dyer, J. Hayward, J. Howe and
G.O.L. Jones.
Street Lighting: - Resolved – to call a Parish Meeting to discuss the SEB quotation for improved street lighting
and to display the new plan on the Parish Notice Board for a period of 7 days.
It was agreed that arrangements should be made for the street lighting to be switched on.
Planning Applications: No objections were raised to plans for (a) 12 houses, garages and access to be erected
on part of Burdoch’s allotment; or (b) a vehicular and pedestrian access to public highway for a new single
garage serving the bungalow known as ‘The Bothy’.
Accounts for Payment: The following accounts were passed for payment:Bank of England - Repayments of loans
£35. 6s 4d.
Oxf. & District Water Board -Village Standpipe
15s 0d
Rural Insurance Co. Ltd – Fidelity Guarantee
£1.10s 0d
Approval was also given to the following payment made on 2nd August 1969:S.E.B. – Supply and Maintenance
£13. 7s. 3d.
Water Supply: A letter received from the Oxford and District Water Board informing the Parish Council that
they proposed to abandon the local borehole and demolish the water tower was discussed.
Car & Vehicle Parking: In reply to a questionnaire received from Oxf. Assoc. of Parish Councils
It was agreed that no pressing need existed at present for additional parking space.
Oxfordshire Association of Parish Councils: The chairman said that he would attend the Emergency
Association Meeting on 10th Oct. 1969 at Kidlington Adult Education Centre.
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council: Mr J Howe said that he would attend the Annual Meeting on
31st October,1969.
Footpaths: It was agreed to obtain a copy of the order diverting the footpath at Manor Farm.
Clerk’s Salary: - Resolved – to increase the Clerk’s Salary to £25 per annum.
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News in brief
Village Hall
We are fortunate in Bletchington to have a fantastic Village Hall which is about four years old now and, no
doubt, the envy of many other villages. This is an asset which future generations can be proud of but some of
the systems employed probably belonged in the last century. Over the past six months much work has been
going on behind the scenes to update the systems so they match the quality of the hall itself. A new
accounting system has been implemented and is now up and running, the bookings system has been
completely updated and the pricing structure has been revised so there is now a much more straightforward
price tariff. Many thanks to Tony Saunders and Sue Green for all their hard work in delivering these changes.
Blacks Head
The Blacks Head is now serving food. Wednesday to Saturday they do breakfast 9-11am, lunch 12-2.30pm and
evening meals 6-9pm and there is also a Sunday lunch, served 12-4pm. The menu is decent pub grub at the
moment but the plan is to launch a new improved menu in August, focusing on varying specials. Licensee Avril
explains that the aim is to source the best produce that happens to be available at the time then set the menu
accordingly. They usually have three ales on offer: Hooky, Tribute plus a varying guest. The Aunt Sally team
competes on Wednesday evenings in the Bicester League and there is usually one music evening per month
on a Friday around the middle of the month. No music in August as many of us will be on holiday, so the next
date for your diary is 13th September when Dave Surman will be performing. So do come and support your
local pub where you can expect a warm welcome from Avril and her team.
Changes at the School
As the school breaks for the summer holidays, we say farewell to head teacher Karen Donaghey who is leaving
for pastures new after just one year at the helm. Karen leaves with our best wishes for the future. From
September we welcome Huw Morgan as the new head teacher. Huw is already the head of Dr. South’s School
in Islip and from September he will split his time between the two schools.
Bletchington Beer Festival
The annual beer festival, held at the Sports & Social Club, takes place this year over the weekend of 20 th to
22nd September when ten ales and three scrumpies will be available. There will be music on Friday and
Saturday evenings and on Sunday afternoon. On the Saturday afternoon there will also be a bouncy castle and
other activities for children, followed by a pig roast in the evening. On the Sunday afternoon the festival plays
host to an Aunt Sally tournament.
Wednesday Café
The popular Wednesday morning Café held in the Village Hall is taking a break for the summer. Hopefully it
will return in September.
Bus 250
From 2nd September the 250 bus service which serves Bletchington will be operated by the Oxford Bus
Company using their branded vehicles, but with the existing timetable unchanged. This is a six month
contract, after which a new six year contract is to be agreed with a yet to be decided provider. Ian Corkin,
district councillor representing the Heyfords, which are also covered by the route, is seeking comments and
suggestions about the service from the public. If you have anything to say about this service please e-mail him
on ian.corkin@oxfordshire.gov.uk before 1st September. For more information, please visit his Facebook page.
Remember this is your bus service so please do all you can to support and protect it.
A34
On 22nd July, Highways England announced it would be spending £12m on safety improvements to the A34,
focused on the section between the M4 and the M40, which passes close to Bletchington. Work will
commence in September. Improvements include changes to some slip roads and road markings at junctions,
changes to lay-bys including closing some completely, additional signage, replacing cat’s eyes with LED lights
to assist drivers at night and installing queue activated warning signs.
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Bletch Diary
18th August – 10:00am

St. Giles Church - Family service

13th September – 9:00pm

Blacks Head
Music - Dave Surman performs – Rock & Pop covers

14th September – 7:00pm

Village Hall
Quiz Night - Come and test your general knowledge at a quiz night to raise fund for
Bletchington Silver Band centenary fund; for more information, see the Band’s
article on page 9

15th September – 9:30am

Village Hall
Bletchington Silver Band Juniors competition – all welcome

20th – 22nd September

Sports & Social Club
Beer Festival – 10 real ales and 3 scrumpies available over the weekend
Music – Friday 9:00pm: A Watts (50s/60s etc.); Saturday 9:00pm: Dirth Earth Band
(rock/pop covers); Sunday 3:00pm: tbc
Also bouncy castle and other activities for children on Sauurday afternoon, followed
by a pig roast in the evening

22nd September – 10:00am

St. Giles Church - Family service

2nd – 5th October

Village Green - Fair
Come and enjoy all the fun of the fair, when the annual funfair visits the Village Green

Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School
On Tuesday 16th July the whole school went to visit Blenheim Palace.
Did you know?





The Palace belongs to the 12th Duke of Marlborough and is run by a trust.
It cost £240,000 to build in Georgian times but nowadays it would cost more than £25
million.
If you lined up all the doors all the key holes would line up!
The oldest clock in the palace is 315 years old

First the older children had a tour around the Palace, The tour guide (who was brilliant) said there
were 187 rooms at the moment but that changes as they take walls down and sometimes build new
ones. In the centre there is a room that is only used once a year at Christmas as on all other days it is
open to the public to walk through.
After the tour we went on a walk around the grounds, the tour guide made one of us (me-Kian) his
right-hand man because of his knowledge! We saw the whomping willow tree from the Harry Potter
film. In the afternoon we went to the Pleasure Gardens and did the maze visited the Butterfly House
and the adventure playground.
While we went to the Palace KS1 went for a walk and did Forest School. They played in the mud
kitchen, slid down a huge hill and played on a swing.
At the end we all had an ice cream before we headed home after a fantastic day at Blenheim Palace
organised by Mrs Donaghey. We love whole school trips.
Toby and Kian from Year 6
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Greetings from Plymouth
It had been suggested to me that I should write and let you know ‘how’s it going’; others advised
against: ‘leave the past behind’. But as I noted today’s date- the 15th and a familiar deadline, I thought
words akin to ‘why not?’.
My last day ‘in service’ was 31st January, my 70th birthday. We are now approaching six months on
from that and I shall then be able to seek from the local bishop ‘Permision to Officiate’- in essence
that’s the same as Mike White and Bob Wilkes have with you there. We have been worshiping at a
local church where we have been made very welcome (just like there with you) but I have yet to see
whether there is need of me to ‘officiate’ there- the rector is new; he came from being chaplian at
the Naval College at Dartmouth.Yesterday being Sea Sunday we had Eternal Father, strong to save
(‘the naval hymn’) sung as if we were marching so no pauses between lines, and To God be the Glory
sung to the tune Hearts of Oak (a bit like ‘one song to the tune of another’). I recall at Bletchingdon
with the Silver Band there having ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’ to the tune Ilkley Moor. I imagine
some of you will be singing as I speak, so to speak!
We still have some stuff in boxes, though we have found quite a lot of people on Freecycle here
wanting empty removals boxes- quite a lot of folk on the move round here it seems, the ‘debt capital’
of the UK. We still have work to do on the house, but it has been hard to resist the women’s football
world cup, the men’s cricket world cup, Wimbledon etc on TV, getting the garden under control and
assessing the local hostelries …
At times I wonder where God is in all this … time will tell. I have never been good at waiting, and I
still manage a wry smile when people quote Jesus saying ‘Do not be anxious’. However, the many
gravestones hereabouts commemorating sailors who went to sea to defend us and did not returnage 25, 15, cook’s boy etc- I recall often my mother’s words ‘Worse things happen at sea’. I pray that
Jesus calms the storms, while contemplating our government sending the other gunboat to the Gulf,
or Hong Kong, or somewhere else in the ‘empire flung so wide’. May God’s kingdom come and will be
done; meanwhile may you feel God’s blessing upon you- I’m still a priest and alive.
Erica sends her love too- she’s currently looking after Pete, who has broken his arm.
Rev Brian
revbrianwood@gmail.com

-8-

Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Karen Donaghey

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to see Jackie in the office.

100 years ago
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 19th August 1919
In the absence of the Chairman Mrs Savin proposed that Mr Bartlett take the Chair – seconded by Mt
Whitcombe.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
School Manager – The Clerk brought forward a letter from the Education Secretary (Mr Elford) asking for a
School Manager to be appointed. – Mr Whitcombe proposed Mr Bazeley seconded by Mrs Savin – carried.
Members present – Mr Bartlett, Mr Bazeley, Mr Whitcombe and Mrs Savins.
(Signed by Lord Valentia (Chairman) at next meeting (25th Oct.))
Footnote: It is interesting to note that the signing was the only thing that happened at the meeting on 25 th
October – there was no other business to be discussed!
GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES
It's been a busy summer term at Brownies, we have lots of new friends taking us up to 21 Brownies
and 6 to start in September.
17 Brownies and 3 adults went to Foxlease for Magic and Mayhem for a circus themed sleepover.
We slept in a circus tent, made slime, fired rockets, did the leap of faith, went to a campfire, played
frisbee golf, learnt magic tricks, tried circus skills, did the tree climb and Jacobs ladder, archery, tried
fencing and lots more. It was a great experience for us all.
We raised £100 for Tourette's Action by walking 2 miles around Blenheim estate visiting the Harry
Potter tree on the way. We all got medals for taking part. Well done everyone.
We've played with the parachute, visited the park and been on the village green.
Our last week of term was a joint meeting with Woodstock Brownies at Jubilee House where we had
a campfire to cook s'mores and bananas, took on the challenge of the adventure course and played
big group games.
Some of the older Brownies are visiting our division Guide camp for the day in July.
We have spaces at units in Bletchington and Woodstock for girls age 5+
Rainbows in Woodstock age 5-7, Wednesday
Brownies in Bletchington age 7-10 Monday
Guides in Woodstock age 10-14 Thursday
Coming soon Rangers age 14-18 in Woodstock
Trefoil for anyone 18+ - grown up Guides!
To find out more about any of our units either email us at girlguidingwoodstock@hotmail.co.uk
Or register at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
We are now well into our Fete season and typical of an English summer we have experienced
all kinds of weather from having to stop playing in the middle of a piece to save our music
from the rain at Duns Tew Fete, to all squeezing under the events shelter to keep out of the
30 degree sun at Kirtlington Fete.
On July 7th we celebrated the Band’s third annual Summer Brass Fest Concert, like last year we were lucky to
have a warm afternoon and could play outside the Hall surrounded by friends and family. The senior band
kicked off the afternoon with a particular favourite, Prismatic Light. The ‘B’ Band showcased at half time with
a wonderful performance including Dem Bones and Amazing Grace. Thank you to Laura for organising the
games and competitions and to Lyndsay and Andy for serving the teas and cakes. A massive thank you to
everyone who supported the Band- the money raised will go towards our Centenary Funds.
Even though the Band has had a good summer season so far, due to personal reasons, we lost a few players
We are therefore looking for a flugel player and cornet players to join so if you have played a brass
instrument before, or want to get back into the swing of banding feel free to contact our secretary for further
details. You do not need to have your own instrument, as the Band will be able to provide you with one. We
look forward to hearing from you.
2020 is a big year for us as it’s our 100th birthday and we have exciting plans to celebrate this milestone
including a Brass Band Festival and a commissioned piece of music. In order to help fund this special year we
are looking for friends, family and local business who may be willing to provide sponsorship. If you know
anyone who may be willing to support us their name and/or business logo will be displayed on our Band
leaflets and posters and at our Concerts. If you are interested or require more information, please do not
hesitate to contact our secretary via email at secretary@bletchingtonsilverband.co.uk
And finally, your starter for 10……..
Bletchington Band’s legendary Quiz is back…….. for those of you who enjoy quizzing this is guaranteed
enjoyable evening which will be held on Saturday 14th September at 7pm at Bletchington Village Hall. £5
entry per team (4 people max per team) Bring your own drinks and snacks. Everyone welcome.
Forthcoming Engagements:
Aug 11th
Bands in the Park Evesham
Aug 25th
Bands in the Park Leamington Spa
th
Oct 12
Autumn Concert Bletchingdon Village Hall.
We would be delighted to see you at any of the above public engagements.
All details can be found on our website www.bletchingtonsilverband.co.uk

Kirtlington & Bletchington Historical Society
Last season we had 47 members, many from Bletchington, and new members are very welcome!
We have a very varied programme, with talks including The Great Irish Famine (1845-50), Gainsborough in
Bath, A 17th Century Christmas and The Art of Historic Building Conservation.
Our first talk is entitled ‘Ada Lovelace, Daughter of Byron, Enchantress of Number’. Apparently, she is
considered to be the first computer programmer! This will be on Thursday, September 26th, starting at 7pm
with drinks and nibbles, followed by the talk at 7.30pm.
Membership costs only £10 for the season and we meet at Kirtlington Village Hall, usually on the fourth
Thursday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (Visitors £3).
I know September 26th is a long way off, but the next ‘Village News’ will not be out until around the
beginning of October.
We look forward to seeing you.
Ian Gedling
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The Bletchingdon Charity- New Application Process
The Bletchingdon Charity has been serving the local community in various ways since
the early 17th Century. There is a committee appointed by the Bletchingdon
Community Foundation which has the role of making grants to people who live in
Bletchingdon or for any organisations operating within Bletchingdon. The overall aim
is to relieve hardship, but in more modern times, this is taken quite broadly.
We cannot give out grants automatically, so we need requests. Anyone can apply
either for themselves or on behalf of a friend or neighbour. We consider applications
from people of all ages.
Examples of requests include help with household bills, fuel, transport to hospital appointments, buying essential
equipment, tools or books. Help to fund expenses associated with education e.g. text books or bus fares. Any
young person in further or higher education can apply for a grant. The charity will also consider help towards
school trips and residentials and help with recuperation after illness. We will consider anything that reduces social
isolation. This list is not exhaustive, and we consider each application to ensure that it meets the criteria of the
Charity Articles.
The charity has also recently supported sports activities for young people, the Village Café, the toddler group and
the school.
The funds are there, but we need to hear from you so that we can ensure that the money is used as it is intended
and we reach as many people as possible. As with all things these days we need to ensure that our processes are in
line with Data regulations and the Charity Commission requirements.
How to apply for a grant
We have developed a new form that needs to be completed for all but emergency applications. This form is
available to download from the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk/or can be obtained from the Charity
Secretary. We have tried to make the form relatively simple. But if you need help filling in the form then it can be
done by a friend or relative on your behalf, or a committee member will be happy to help you. Completed forms
should be emailed to charity.secretary@thebcf.net or delivered to the Secretary c/o Bletchingdon Village Hall,
Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD.
Each request will be considered at the next meeting, meetings are held approximately every three months. Please
state on the form if it cannot wait until the next meeting, the secretary will be able to advise when the next
meeting is due to be held. If a request is urgent, we will still take a verbal or hand-written request but may follow
up with the form at a later date. It is our intention that grants are dealt with in a timely manner and no one is
disadvantaged by the process.
After the meeting, applicants will be informed if the request has been successful. In most cases payment will be
made directly into the applicant’s bank account or to the relevant body. For example, some grants will be made
direct to the supplier of the object or the utility company.
We may also request evidence of purchases or payments if the grant is for a specific item. Village organisations will
be asked to fill in a grant monitoring form at the end of the grant period.

Bletchington Charity Committee –
Information about support for pupils using the new school bus service.
A huge amount of work has gone into sourcing a new bus scheme to transport children from Bletchingdon to
the Marlborough School. The Bletchington Charity would like to say a BIG thank you to the Bus Group for
making this happen.
Parents of children, living in Bletchingdon and using the new route, are invited to apply to the Charity for a
contribution of £200 pounds towards the first year’s fares. This is to support families in the initial transition
from the County Council service to the new company and service. Parents may apply for each child in the
family, stating their age and School Year Group from September.
This will be in addition to the normal education grants for 6th formers.
The application form can be downloaded from the Village website. We look forward to hearing from you,
please encourage others to apply.
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THURSDAY CLUB
For our July meeting we had a talk on the history of Blenheim which was very interesting.
Our August meeting is a talk from the learning dogs society. We are also planning a trip to Adam’s
farm on August 16th. All welcome to join us....Adults £20. Children £10.
This includes coach and entry fee.
Happy birthday to Fred Bathe one of our loyal members...we wish him a happy birthday for August
1st.
New members are always welcome. We meet on the 1 st Thursday of the month in the Hall at 2pm.

Do You Remember When?
The Fish & Chip Shop did not come in a van
I was pleased to read memories of Bletchington and the fish and chip shop. The shop belonged to
my father Charlie Wing and he used to have the shop and do deliveries to other villages in his car.
He was one of the few people who had cars in the village in those days. My mum Mary and sister
Hazel worked in the shop. I remember many good things about the shop. One night myself and a
mate got bags of chips and went to put some vinegar on them. The vinegar was kept in a large
wooden barrel with a tap on it. We managed to turn the tap on but couldn't turn it off again. The
vinegar ran everywhere and we got into trouble. My father also had a wood business. I was 7 when
my father passed away in 1950 and the fish and chip shop, barns and land was sold to Janet
Dobbins father, Frank Pearce.
Brian Wing
If you have a memory of a time or event in the Village that you’d like to share with our readers, we would love
to hear from you. Contributions by 20th of September please.

History Corner
St. Giles
Our parish church is dedicated to St. Giles and we also have a road in the village named after him.
Bletchington has that in common with the great city of Oxford which also has a church and a major
thoroughfare named after the same person. But who was St. Giles?
Also known as Giles the Hermit, he was born in Athens around 650 AD, later settling in Southern France.
Legend has it that Giles’ sole companion was a deer which was being pursued by the local King Wamba whilst
hunting but unfortunately he shot Giles with an arrow by accident, injuring him in the process. As
compensation, the king donated land on which Giles founded a Benedictine monastery in an area where the
town of Saint-Gilles-du-Gard has evolved. Giles died around 710 AD.
St. Giles is the patron saint of, amongst other things, beggars, blacksmiths, cancer patients, disabled people,
the City of Edinburgh, epilepsy, hermits, horses, lepers, outcasts and poor people.
St. Giles is amongst a group of saints known as the Fourteen Holy Helpers who are believed to have special
healing powers. This group was created in the 14th Century, largely in response to the epidemic known as the
Black Death.
In England, at least 162 churches and 24 hospitals were dedicated to St. Giles. Often the churches would be
outside the main town or village, reflecting his association with lepers and outcasts whilst other examples of a
St. Giles Church may often be found at an important road junction recognising his patronage of blacksmiths.
Passing travellers may have attended the church whilst the services of the local blacksmith were called upon
to replace shoes on the horse.
St. Giles’ feast day is celebrated on 1st September, and in Oxford on the Monday and Tuesday following that
date St. Giles Fair is held in the road bearing his name.
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THE VILLAGE NAME
Over the last few years, there have been many new residents to our village – but how do you spell the name?
The likely Founder of the village was a Saxon in the 7 th century called Blaecca. According to ‘The Place
Names of Oxfordshire’ by Henry Alexander, Bletchington translates as Blaecca’s Village (‘ton’ meaning
village or settlement) and Bletchingdon translates as Blaecca’s Hill (‘dun’ meaning hill or mound’). So both
could be right.
There have been many different spellings over the centuries, including Blicestone (1066), Blechesdone,
Blechingtone, Blechington (all without the first ‘t’) and Belchington – the latter was on a 1611 copy of a 1574
original Saxton map and probably a misprint, I hope!
I have 2 sketches of the Church by the same artist in 1825 – one is entitled ‘South West View of Bletchingdon
Church’ and the other ‘South East View of Blechington Church’, both in the same handwriting. This,
presumably, kept all the villagers happy.
From the 20th century, the name seems to be either Bletchington or Bletchingdon.
The two war memorial plaques in
the Church have the different
spellings
- Bletchington for the First World
War
and Bletchingdon for the Second
World War (see photos).

More recently, the Church Car Park Notice records both
spellings for the two Benefactors (see photo).
Generally, it is St. Giles’ Church, Bletchingdon – but to
keep everyone happy as before, the Church Notice Board
and Bank Accounts are Bletchington.
The village road signs don’t help – if you come from
Weston, Islip or Hampton Poyle, it is Bletchington, but
from Kirtlington, it is Bletchingdon.
Now the important part – the names of the village
organisations. If you get it wrong, you can be in great
trouble.
Bletchington – Brownies, Silver Band, Sports & Social Club, Historical Society, Thursday Club, Village News.
Bletchingdon – School, Community Foundation, Village Hall, Parish Council, Baby & Toddler Group.
Over the years, we have had Don/Ton festivals on the Green and residents voted. The results were in favour of
Bletchington by a fairly wide margin. Commemorative mugs, with the date and both names, were issued. How
about another festival event? Any volunteers?
Finally, the ‘commercials’:
(1)

(2)

A great read is ‘Memoirs of Bletchington – An Oxfordshire
Village’, by Vanadia Humphries. Sensibly, she also puts
Bletchingdon, Oxfordshire 2000, on the outside back cover!
Greta Bickley (350359) has a few copies still left at £10 each.
Several people in the village bought the ‘Bletch’ hessian shopping
bag (see photo) for Church funds. Judith (351542) has some
remaining, at £5 each. They are a great talking point !

Ian Gedling (350491)
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April 2019. Renewal forms will be distributed in due
course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward
on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a
friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Pool, Bar Billiards,
football and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £8 for an
individual annual social membership or £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens
or under 18 years of age. Come and have a look for yourselves.
.
Bar Billiards
The summer seasons are in their early stages.
Darts
The Wednesday ladies team are currently top of section one.
Aunt Sally
The boys are fourth in section 6 of the Oxford league.
Quiz League
The summer season has started and the quizzers have performed well so far.
Football
Training has started on a Tuesday evening at the Sports Ground.
Cricket
The first team are struggling in the bottom 2 of division 3. The seconds and thirds have made good starts in
divisions 8 and 10.
The youth under 13’s lost in the team pairs cup final.
See the Cricket Club website for full details.
Forthcoming Events
Our social events are open to all including non-members and we welcome everyone. We have Sky Sports and
show most major sporting events on our large screen TV. Feel free to join our Facebook group where most
events are publicised.
Our south facing veranda is the perfect place to wind down on a nice summers evening with a pint. Come and
see what we are about!
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain
pipes have been damaged.
The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Club’s gates as lorries have difficulty
getting into the Club when cars are parked there.

PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND

All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site.
www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com
Bar Opening Hours
Friday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Saturday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Sunday
7.45pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday
8.00pm to 11.00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see behind
bar for weekly details)
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI
Our June meeting was a social evening with partners and friends. The evening’s
entertainment started with supper prepared by Peter. As it was a lovely evening some
members played a game of boule. A special mention to Kathy and Frankie who defeated
two male opponents, with her final boule Kathy destroyed the opponents holding boules
and then landed next to the Cosh (jack), well played girls. Quizzes were provided by
Graham and they lead to much head scratching and many a bemused look. A lovely
evening was had by all.
To celebrate the 100 years centenary of OFWI 26 Weston WI members
paid a visit to Friars Court in Clanfield. Friars Court has been home to the
Willmer family since 1917, although the current Cotswold stone house
has stood on its moated site for over 300 years. Charles Willmer warmly
welcomed our members on a lovely sunny evening and proudly showed
us around the beautiful gardens. Charles made it clear to us that the farm
was very energy efficient and the solar panels installed on the farm
contributed towards the electrical requirements of the house and farm.
After a gentle stroll around the stunning gardens we were served a delicious supper which was prepared on
site by Charles. The puddings were to die for. A very enjoyable evening.
Our July meeting was a presentation on “Reflexology” given by Rosalind Gibbons.
Rosalind explained to us that Reflexology is a science which deals with the principle
that there reflexes in the feet and hands relative to each and every organ and all
parts of the body. Stimulating these reflexes properly can help many health
problems in a natural way, just like preventive maintenance. Reflexology can be seen
in hieroglyphics dating back to 2500BC and is also seen in ancient Chinese and South American culture.
Rosalind demonstrated how to massage the points on our hands relative to the various parts of the body, she
also showed us some of the oils that she used, which included frankincense, sandalwood and citrus oil. It was
fascinating to hear that by massaging various reflex points on our hands and hitting the right spots a feeling of
personal well being can be achieved. The number of ooo’s and aah’s heard around the room suggested that
many a right spot was hit!!!. Anyone requiring further information on Reflexology can visit www.aor.org.uk. A
well presented talk and demonstration enjoyed by all. SAS
The WI in Weston meets every third Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All ladies are
welcome to join us. Please note that there is no meeting in August. Not only do we have excellent speakers at
every meeting, but we also have various other activities going on.

Weston Walkers
Our wonderful British weather was against us again in June, meaning we had to postpone our
planned walk due to the soggy conditions!
We did actually manage a walk in July on a lovely sunny but not too warm afternoon, completing a
four and a half mile circular starting and finishing at Steeple Barton Church.
The walk took us on an easy walking route, with no stiles or livestock to contend with, through
beautifully quiet countryside amongst wildflower meadows and many varieties of butterflies.
Our next walks will be on Monday 12 th August and Monday 9th September, details of which will be
available nearer the time.
All are welcome to join in as and when, always the second Monday of the month, there is no
commitment to every month, so if you wish to enjoy sociable company, conversation and exercise
please come along and join in or speak to me.
Graham Barnett 01869 350707
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Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs M M Knight
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie

Clerk: Fiona Mason

14, Coghill
Village Farm
18, Valentia Close
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350162
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856

Tel: 351967

The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would
just like a chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Tim Hallchurch (tim.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
County Councillor: Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)
Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting
is held, and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice
of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall
facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall. Members of the Public are welcome at
Meetings, but must seek prior permission if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have
been approved.

The next meeting will take place on 29th August, followed by a meeting on 26th
September.
Planning Matters
Notice of Applications Approved in May & June:
19/00356/LB – Michaelemas Cottage, Islip Road – Garage Conversion.
19/00093/TCA – Corner House, Weston Road – T1 Fell old apple tree.
19/00136/TCA – Home Farm House, Islip Road –T1 x Holly reduce height and T2 x Robinia
felled.
19/00146/TCA – London House, Islip Road – Apple: Rear Garden: Reduce the crown by 1
meter.
19/00762/F – Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – New stock yard buildings for calf
rearing and 2 no feed hoppers.
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council in May & June:
19/00954/OUT – New House, St Giles. Demolition of garage and part of existing house,
erection of two 1-bedroom units. The application was passed to all on the planning
committee with the following ‘Objections’. i) Concerns over parking in a street where there is
already very limited space for any additional vehicles. ii) The loss of a decent size family
house in this village, in exchange for some very small units.
19/00203/DISC – Michaelmas Cottage, Islip Road. Discharge of conditions 3 (doors, windows
and roof lights) and 4 (cedar shingles, rainwater goods, render colour) of 19/00355/F. The
application was passed to all on the planning committee with all making ‘No Objection’.
19/01029/F – 3 Valentia Close. Demolition of existing garage and erection of side extension
for ground floor bedroom and en suite. The application was passed to all on the planning
committee with all making ‘No Objection’.
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Good Neighbour Scheme
Thank you to each of you who completed and returned the questionnaire.
We only had a handful of responses so it looks as though we won’t be putting this scheme in
place at the current time.
However, in case there are people who do feel they could benefit from this scheme but have
not had time to return the questionnaire to me yet, the deadline has been extended until the
end of August 2019. If you need another copy of the questionnaire, please contact the Clerk
and she will send you one.
********************************************************************************************
Adverts
N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News
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Bletchingdon Village Hall for hire
Facilities include:
 Café area with Domestic
Kitchen
 Sprung wooden floor
 Meeting room
 Options for the whole/part
of the hall space
 High quality audio and
projector facilities
 Use of a Catering Kitchen*
 Outside spaces
* Catering Kitchen – available to
professional caterers only

CHARGE RATES
Community: Residents of the parishes of Bletchingdon & Hampton Poyle for personal
or charitable fundraising events.
Commercial: Non-residents or residents running events for personal gain.
Price tariff

Community

Café
Meeting Room
Small Hall **
Large Hall
Whole Hall **
Catering Kitchen **

£8 per hour
£8 per hour
£8 per hour
£10 per hour
£12 per hour
£80 daily rate

Commercial –
Multi *
£12 per hour
£12 per hour
£12 per hour
£15 per hour
£18 per hour
£100 daily rate

Commercial –
Single
£16 per hour
£16 per hour
£16 per hour
£20 per hour
£24 per hour
£100 daily rate

* To qualify for the reduced multi bookings rate the hall must be booked for a similar event for at
least four separate occasions within a twelve month period.
** The Small Hall, Whole Hall and Catering Kitchen are not available for public hire during school
hours.
Hall bookings require £100 deposit for a single session and for first time block bookings.

Wedding packages also available at very reasonable rates.
Visit our website at www.bletchingdon-pc.org/village-hall/booking where a booking
form including our full Terms & Conditions can be downloaded, and there is a link to
the Village Hall calendar, indicating availability.
E-mail us at vh.manager@thebcf.net
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 Local & Reliable, Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance.
 Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Flat Pack Assembly, Landscaping,
Fencing, Patios, Jet Washing, Decking, Hedge Cutting, Pruning
and Much Much More…………..
 Domestic and commercial, one off jobs and regular maintenance
programmes to suit your needs.
 Fully Insured - No job is too small.
Please call Noel Price on 07884185171 or 01869 351619
noelprice@btinternet.com www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For Domestic Cleaning please call Jayne Price on 07795055202
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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