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BLETCHINGTON
Important Changes to The Village News
As many of you will know, from the flyer in the last issue of Village News, our esteemed Editor,
Greta Bickley has decided to step down due to health issues.
Greta has been Editor for more than 40 years and her contribution has been invaluable with her local
knowledge and expertise. Due to her involvement in village life and her association with most
organisations in Bletchington, there was very little that she was not aware of and essential
information always made its way into the pages of the Village News. We will, of course, miss her
input greatly and I’m sure you will all join Ian and myself in thanking her for all her sterling work
since the inception of the Village News. We are delighted that Greta has agreed to continue to
contribute extracts from Parish Council Minutes for our 50 and 100 years ago articles.
It has been, understandably, very difficult to find someone to fill the vacant position of Editor as
Greta is such a hard act to follow. As publicised, a public meeting was held on 29 th April to discuss
the future of the Village News. Unfortunately this wasn’t very well attended and, as yet, no-one has
come forward to volunteer for the position. It was therefore decided at the meeting, that, until such
time as the position is filled, we will do our best to publish without an Editor. Maybe 2 or 3 people
could come forward as an editorial team. We already have a compiler and a treasurer and a gallant
band of distributors, so not too demanding .
It was also decided to try a set deadline of 20th of the month so that it is easier to remember. The
issue will then be collated and sent to the printer with the intention of being able to deliver at the
beginning of the following month. We would respectfully request that all articles for inclusion are
sent by the deadline as anything received after the due date will unfortunately not be able to be
included. As always articles may be sent via email to our address bletchington@aol.com . This is the
preferred method but if you don’t have access to email, written articles may be submitted to either 2
Islip Road or 14 Coghill.
Please note also that as we are publishing without an Editor, we can’t guarantee to include all village
information. We will continue to include anyone in the Church Registers in the previous 2 months.
However in the past, Greta has always made a point of mentioning any parishioner who has passed
away but we can only continue to do this if we are made aware. We ask therefore for your help. If
there is a specific event being organised or Birth, Marriage, Death, or anything you think your fellow
villagers would be interested in, please send details to our email address so that it can be included.
We are still hopeful that we may be able to appoint an Editor, at some point in the future but
meanwhile, with your help, we should still be able to continue to publish the Village News, keeping
you all informed of the news and events in your village. However, this present situation can't
continue indefinitely so if you would like to offer your services as Editor, we would be delighted to
hear from you.
Liz Saunders

Welcome to Bletchington:
Welcome to all the new people moving into the village – we hope you will enjoy living here. The
Village News is a free magazine produced every second month, which tells everyone about the many
organisations and events in the village from Church to cricket, Bletchington Silver Band to Brownies.
We also report on news from other villages for clubs such as W.I. at Weston and the Historical Society
at Kirtlington, to which several people go. Bletch cafe is open in the village hall on Wednesday
mornings in term time, the pub serves drinks (and hopefully hot food soon) as does the Sports &
Social Club, and the new Co-op should open in the next few months. We hope you will join in the life
of the village and we would be very pleased to see you at any of these activities and events.
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Retired Priests:
The Rev’d Michael White 01869 572559
revmikewhite@gmail.com
The Very Reverend Bob Wilkes 01869 350159
wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com
The Reverend Andrew Foran 01869 600795
andrew.foran01@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01869 351652
Jo Cropp (LLM) 01869 343962

paulandjoannac@gmail.com
jocropp@hotmail.co.uk

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Members of the PCC: Natasha Pitts

Secretary: Patricia Hampson

Services in St. Giles’ Church (unless otherwise stated) in June and July.
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 2 June Easter 7
Chesterton
0800
Wendlebury
0915
Bletchingdon
1100
Chesterton
1100
Middleton Stoney
1100
Hampton Gay
1515
Kirtlington
1600
Sunday 16 June Trinity Sunday
Middleton St
0915
Bletchingdon
1000
Kirtlington
1045
Chesterton
1100
Weston o/t G
1100

* Baptism
Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families’
Service
Morning Worship
Evensong#
Family Service
Holy Communion
Family Service
Lamb Ale Service
Chesterton Praise
Holy Communion

June 2019
Sunday 9 June Pentecost
(Whit Sunday)
Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Wendlebury
Weston o/t Green

0800
0915
1100
1100
1100

Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship*
Family Service

Sunday 23 June Trinity 1
Hampton Gay
1030
UB Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1800
Evensong #
Sunday 30 June Trinity 2
Kirtlington
0800
Holy Communion #
Bletchingdon
1030
Service on the Green ***

***Please bring a seat or rug for the service on the green, but if wet, it will be held in the village hall
Thursday Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 7 July Trinity 3
Chesterton
0800
Wendlebury
0915
Bletchingdon
1100
Chesterton
1100
Middleton St
Hampton Gay
Kirtlington
Weston o/t Green

1100
1515
1600
1800

* Baptism

6 June, 13 June, 20 June, 27 June

July 2019
Sunday 14 July Trinity 4

Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Holy Communion*
Young Families’
Service
Morning Worship
Evensong #
Family Service
Evensong #
(with SN Choir)

Sunday 21 July Trinity 5
Kirtlington
0800
Holy Communion#
Middleton St
0915
Holy Communion
Wendlebury
0915
Morning Worship
Bletchingdon
1000
Family Service
Chesterton
1100
Café Church
Weston o/t G
1100
Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1800
Evensong #
Thursday Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:

Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t G

0800
0915
1100
1100

Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service

Sunday 28 July Trinity 6
Wendlebury

1030
United Benefice
Holy Communion

4 July, 11 July, 18 July, and 25 July
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Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service,
usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not come along
and see for yourselves!
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk
There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get
in touch on 350491.
Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.
We are always pleased to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who
would like a church service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief.
Young Teenagers: There is a monthly group for young teenagers on the second Sunday of the month. More
details from Gareth Miller or Mandy Jones (351771).
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above).

APCM: The annual meeting was held on April 1 st in church. Judith Ledger was willing to be reelected as church warden, assisted by Fiona Teddy. Also elected were Ian Gedling as treasurer,
Patricia Hampson as secretary and Natasha Pitts to the PCC. Very sadly, Greta Bickley tendered her
resignation from the PCC and was warmly thanked for all her years of service to St. Giles. Marion
McNaught will continue to be our Synod representative.
As well as the Rector's, secretary's and treasurer's reports, reports were also given on the bells, the
state of the building and churchyards. Jamie McNaught was thanked for his excellent care of the
churchyards, as was everyone else who helps in any way to keep the church running.
Queen's College Choir:
On Sunday, May 5th we were joined
for Evensong by 22 members of
Queen's College choir with their
choirmaster and locum chaplain.
The singing of the young choir was
wonderful and much appreciated by
a packed congregation. We also
provided teas for people who came
earlier, together with a Fair Trade
table, plants from Bunkers Hill
Nurseries and cakes and craft items
made by Mandy Jones. The first
prize of £50 in the raffle, kindly
donated by Smith's of Enslow, was
won (appropriately) by the Assistant
Area Dean, Fiona Glover and there
were many other prizes to award.
We would like to thank everyone
who helped in so many ways, particularly Revd Gareth Miller who arranged it all, Judith Ledger and Fiona
Teddy for coordinating everything, Sue Macready for the flowers, the bell ringers, the cake makers and all who
donated raffle prizes and worked so hard on the day.

Bob Tustin:- We were saddened to hear of the recent passing of Bob Tustin. Bob had lived in the village for
almost 40 years and was a member of the Sports & Social Club and also enjoyed a drink in the Black's Head.
Bob always had the interests of the village at heart and was seen planting bulbs around the bus shelter one day.
It appears they were freesias as they are now in bloom and adding a lovely splash of colour. He will be sadly
missed by his many friends in the village. We send sincere condolences to his family.
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Bob Tustin 1945-2019
Bob Tustin was born in Littlemore in 1945, and at the age of 15 joined the Navy. He worked on many ships
and was proud to be serving until 1972. He had to leave due to health reasons with his heart. He went onto
work at Rover until 1995, and then did part time jobs as grounds man at Kirtlington Golf Club and Islip
Surgery.
When Bob moved into Bletchingdon in about 1974 he became fully involved with village life. Bob continued
his love of sport with training the youngsters in the village, at cricket and football up at the Sports and Social
Club, where he was also the Social Secretary. Also he ran in the first ever London Marathon.
Bob was a great character known for wearing his different hats every time he went out, being very helpful and
cheerful, and full of stories of his travels. He enjoyed going on holidays at regular intervals either to Austria or
Malta. It was very important for him to continue his links with the Navy and he went to Plymouth many a time
for reunions and important events. Bob died on 15 April 2019
The family is very grateful for how the village looked after him and their support and care being given now.
V and K O’Connor

Robin Bennett: - Readers with long memories will remember Robin Bennett, who was Priest-in-Charge of St.
Giles' church from 1979 to 1981, with great affection. We received word recently to say that he had sadly died
in March. Robin came to us after the retirement of Robert Daubney and while waiting for the three churches of
Bletchingdon, Weston and Kirtlington to be amalgamated. He lived in Marston and was also one of the
founders of the Aston Training Scheme in Oxford, which assisted mature students to study at home with a view
to becoming clergy - a post which involved him in travelling all over the country - but he was unstinting in the
time he gave to St. Giles. As he said 'although I am part-time and do not live locally, I care just as much as if I
were full-time and lived in the village'. He managed to hold confirmation classes, take funerals and weddings
and came to every church fete and event! His daughter Susan also joined our Brownie Pack and he would drive
over every Monday to collect her. The photograph beneath shows Robin being presented with new purple
vestments (plus collecting bags and a white altar cloth) from a sponsored pew-polishing by the Brownies.

Robin was one of those remarkable people who could start things and get other people to be enthusiastic and
involved! He was responsible for starting the Village News in the 3 villages, which has continued to this day. It
is ironic that Greta Bickley, who has been editor right from the very beginning, is resigning at the same time!
He was also responsible for starting the children's choir and arranging choir robes for both the adults and
children. He only left us when the Aston Scheme was transferred to Birmingham and he was appointed priest of
an inner city church there, but he continued to be interested in the village and was sent every issue of the
Village News.
We send our deepest sympathy to his wife Margaret and to Susan and Andrew and their families.
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Letter from The Rector
Dear friends
Last month at Weston we had a Mouse Service! Yes, that’s right – a mouse service. We invited all the
local mice – well, at least, thanks to Mandy Jones the church was populated by mice in various shapes and
sizes. It reminded me of Robert Thompson, the furniture maker, who included a wooden mouse in all his
furniture. I well remember coming across this for the first time as a teenager when visiting the lovely
church at Hubberholme, in Upper Wharfedale, a village J B Priestley described as the smallest, pleasantest
place in the world, where every pew has a (usually hidden) mouse.
“Small is Beautiful” was the title of a book by E F Schumacher published in 1973. The subtitle is “A Study
of Economics as if People Mattered.” Well, of course they do, and it’s a common theme of religious
thinkers and philosophers that it is the particular that matters as much (if not more) than the grand
schemes. Jesus himself said that the one who is faithful in little things will also be found faithful in big
things (Luke 16.10). Arundhati Roy’s novel The God of Small Things is about the particularities of
relationships, caste divisions, forbidden love and social discrimination.
In a world where big seems to be more glamourous than small there is much value to be had in attending
to what we can do and the small differences we can make. I don’t know about you, but my mind tends to
come up with grand schemes for making the world a better place. Of course the reality is that few if any
of my brilliant ideas will ever come to fruition. But what I can do is get on with the small things – it might
be writing a letter or signing a petition; it might be visiting someone who’s lonely; it might be deciding to
eat less meat or travel less frequently by plane. Or it might be just doing the next thing. It is sometimes
easy to despair at the problems in my life and in the world and that can lead to depression. I find that
doing the next thing is a very good antidote. It is usually something very mundane – peeling the potatoes,
doing the photocopying, mowing the grass, dusting the shelf. These run-of-the-mill chores keep us rooted
and grounded in the simple things of life. If we can do these with dedication, and even enjoyment, we
might through them find ways of making a bigger difference in the world.
Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom of God like? To what shall I compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and put in his own garden. It grew, and became a large tree, and the birds of the sky
lodged in its branches.”
Perhaps you can do something small this month, without worrying about its significance or outcome?
Gareth
Goodbye! And thank you so much! The Akeman Benefice Messy Church season
ended in April with a splash (of paint, on feet,) and a wonderful cake to say a sad
farewell to members of the team who have seen Messy Church through 6 years
of cunning crafts, superb story-telling, great games, super songs and meals for
many. We will miss them enormously! Thanks so much to Jo and Liz of Middleton
Stoney, Hilary of Chesterton, and Rosemary of Kirtlington, for all their dedicated
input.
We hope to start a new Messy Church season as usual in September, but this depends on finding replacement
team members. We need people to provide the drinks, help set up and clear away, prepare crafts, provide
ideas for activities, lead singing, run games, and tell the Bible story, as well as to be there to man an activity
table for an hour. There are only 6 Messy Churches a year, so it is not too big a commitment, but help on a
rota basis would also be useful. If offers are not forthcoming we will, sadly, have to decide that our Messy
Church era is over. Do contact Joanna on paulandjoannac@gmail.com if you might be at all interested.

Messy Church is a form of church for children and adults that involves creativity, celebration
and hospitality. There are Messy Churches across the world. In our villages, Messy Church meets
on the 4th Sunday of the month in Kirtlington church, 4-5.30pm, between September and April. It
starts with a time of craft and games activities on the theme of the day, followed by a short time
of Bible story, singing, and prayer, and it ends with a hot meal. All ages are welcomed.
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Amazing Messy
Church ‘Thank You’
cake made by
Mandy Jones of
Beccalou cakes,
beccalou.uk

100 years ago – extract from Minutes 1919
In June 1919 a special Meeting was held to discuss Peace Celebrations regarding the end of the First World
War. A notice had been received from the Local Government Board sanctioning any expenses. On 12 th July,
1919 another Special meeting was held and the Bletchington Festival Committee was formed. Lord Valentia
chaired the meeting. The Hon Dorothy Annesley was also present and 23 other parishioners offered their
help. It had been agreed that Hampton Poyle and Hampton Gay should join in with Bletchington. It was
also agreed that a Tea should be provided free for the children, Soldiers and Sailors and that a charge of 1/per head be made to all the remaining parishioners who wished to attend.
The actual date on which the Celebration was held is not given(!). A meeting was held on July 14 th when 5
‘collectors’ for Bletchingdon and 2 for Hampton Poyle are named. Mr Eeley proposed that any balance after
Peace celebrations should go towards the War memorial and this was ‘carried’.
Collected £66.11.09d. Expenses £42.05.06d Therefore the balance was £24.06.03d
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Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School
On Friday 24th May we all wore blue for a loo.
2.3 billion people in the world don’t have a toilet. Because of this, millions of children fall sick and
miss a huge amount of schooling – and fail their exams. On the 24th of May Bletchingdon
went ' blue for a loo'. The Eco Council organised a fundraising day in order to 'twin a toilet.' £60 is
enough to pay for a toilet to be built in a village that currently does not have one, but the Eco
Council have risen to the challenge and raised over £120 in order to pay for two toilets. Children
wore blue clothes for a donation of £1, and there was a cake sale held at playtime. Well done
Children.
Karen Donaghey ,Headteacher

01869 350393

-8-

Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Karen Donaghey

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to see Jackie in the office.

Bletchingdon PTA Summer Fete - we need your help?
Our annual summer fete will take place on Saturday
13 July from 12 noon - 4pm and promises to be fun
for all the family. We will be showing the Ladies
Wimbledon Tennis final in the village hall and have
lots of stalls, a BBQ, Bar, Bouncy Castle, Ice-creams
and guaranteed fun for all on the school field.
But we would love your help! In order to make these
events the success that they are, we are looking for
volunteers to help man the stalls, sell raffle tickets on
the day and be part of our team. It doesn't have to be
for the whole time but even an hour would be very
much appreciated.
We will also be running a tombola as well as a raffle
and are appealing for any unwanted items (in good
condition), this could be toys, books, alcohol, games
etc. We have a box located in the foyer of the school
reception and i'm also happy to have them dropped
off at my house; Rogers Cottage, Station Road.
If you would like to volunteer then please let us know
either by emailing Bletchingdonpta@outlook.com,
popping your name and contact number on the
volunteer sheet in the foyer at the school reception or
letting me know by just calling me on 07961 740531.
Many thanks in advance and we look forward to seeing you there.
Kelly Whitehead
PTA Chair, Bletchingdon Primary School

50 Years Ago – extract from Minutes 1969
On 6th June, 1969 a Special Parish Council meeting was held. This was called for by the Councillors to discuss
the unconstitutional appointment of the Vice-Chairman at the Annual Parish Meeting (mentioned in the last
Village news). It appears that the appointment of Mr Dyer at the Annual Parish Council meeting was out of
order as the Chairman had not asked for other nominations, neither had he taken a vote on the appointment.
The Chairman apologised for this mistake, and it was ruled that the office of Vice-Chairman was now vacant.
It was decided to raise the matter at the next Parish Council meeting, when there would also be a discussion
on the adoption of Standing Orders.
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
Our Spring Concert this year was called a Pick n Mix Concert made up of an assortment of
music chosen by the audience at our Christmas concert last December. The Village Hall was
a fitting venue for a Spring concert decorated with flowers and bunting with an extra treat
of a bag of Pick n MIx sweets for everyone.
The Band were very happy with the music which had been chosen for us too as it provided a very varied
programme, from Pachelbel’s Canon to the theme from Game of Thrones [ a great excuse to use our tamtam to brilliant effect thanks Will! ] a rousing toe tapping version of Lord of the Dance and The Greatest
Showman. Our wonderful “B” Band played an exciting set which included the Dr Who theme and music
from Harry Potter…. we are all really proud of them as they get better with every performance.
2020 is a big year for us as it’s our 100th birthday and we have exciting plans to celebrate this milestone
including a Brass Band Festival and a commissioned piece of music. In order to help fund this special year we
are looking for friends, family and local business who may be willing to provide sponsorship. If you know
anyone who may be willing to support us, their name and/or business logo will be displayed on our Band
leaflets and posters and at our Concerts. A very big thank you goes to The Blacks Head pub and Smiths of
Bletchington who have already said they will support us! If you are interested or require more information,
please do not hesitate to contact our secretary via email at secretary@bletchingtonsilverband.co.uk
Our first fund raiser was a plant sale at Lower Heyford Fete which raised £140. Thanks go to Jane and Olivier
for organising this.
In 1920 the landlord of The Blacks Head bought our first set of instruments from the landlord of The Red Cow
in Chesterton. On that occasion the instruments were transported by horse and cart, however on Sunday 19th
May 2019, Mik Barwick and 8 other members of the present band, plus 2 non-members, recreated this
journey on foot - approximately 11 miles – either walking or running!…… well done Mik for suggesting and
arranging it and to all our sponsors, and supporters who turned out to welcome us back to The Black’s Head.
A special “well done” to ‘B’ band member, Isla McNaught, for walking the full 11 miles. The final total isn’t yet
in but will be reported next time.
In addition to playing for the Church Service on the Green on 30th June, Our next event in the village will be on
Sunday 7th July at 2pm. Weather permitting, both the Senior and ‘B’ bands will perform outside the Village
Hall. This is the third Annual Brass Festival and profits we make on the day this year will go towards our
Centenary Funds. We will be serving refreshments and holding a Raffle so bring along a chair and we really
look forward to seeing you all there. Fingers crossed for a nice British summer!
Finally, the Band would like to congratulate two members on passing recent music examinations. Well done
to Will, who has passed his Grade 1 drum kit exam and Della who passed her Grade 2 theory.
Forthcoming Engagements:
June 15th
June 16th
June 29th
June 30th
July 7th
July 27th
Aug 11th
Aug 25th
Oct 12th

Boarstall Fete
DunsTew Fete
Kirtlington Fete
St Giles Church service on the green
Brass Fest Open-air concert Bletchingdon Village Hall
Private Function (Wedding Northleigh)
Bands in the Park Evesham
Bands in the Park Leamington Spa
Autumn Concert Bletchingdon Village Hall.

We would be delighted to see you at any of the above public engagements.
All details can be found on our website www.bletchingtonsilverband.co.uk
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Do You Remember When?
Thursday night was music night at the Blacks Head
I was saddened to hear of the recent passing of Frank Markham who, with his wife Jean, ran the Blacks Head
for over 30 years. I first visited the pub by chance one Thursday evening in July 1992, whilst house hunting in
the area, and this just happened to be music night. Having lived all my life in and around the London area, I
had never experienced anything quite like this: a pub packed with musicians all convivially playing along
together interspersed with solo spots when singers performed and everyone joined in the choruses.
Captivated by the experience, this was one of the factors that influenced me in making Bletchingdon my
home. I moved here in the autumn of 1992 and Thursday nights at the Blacks Head became a regular thing for
me.
The two gentlemen at the forefront of proceedings were Bob East, a fine accordion player with a vast
repertoire of tunes whose father started the whole thing many years earlier and Jimmy Gordon, a likeable
man already in his eighties who moved to Oxford from his native Edinburgh just after the war where he
worked as a woodwork teacher but his passions were singing and playing the violin. Other regulars included
Graham, a Headington resident who played the melodeon and occasionally donned a white coat to perform
his version of Benny Hill’s “Ernie”; at Christmas he always brought a pristine set of hand bells, inviting those
assembled to take a bell and play carols by following the numbers on a card. Then there was Irishman Bill,
another fine accordionist, Scotsman Ian, also an accordion player who always sat with his wife, Pat, in the
window seat, Dave Martin who regularly turned up later in the evening with his tuba and Brian from Eynsham,
ukulele player and occasional singer of quirky songs such as “Watercress”. And I can’t forget the lovely elderly
couple, Sid and Joyce, who lived on the Botley Road and became very good friends. Sid had an eclectic
repertoire of songs which included gems such as “The stone outside Dan Murphy’s door” and “The bird on
Nelly’s hat”.
As well as the regulars there was whole host of others from all over Oxfordshire and beyond who turned up in
varying degrees of frequency. The nature of the evening would be determined by who was present – you
never knew exactly what to expect. Some evenings would be mainly based around accordion led tunes,
sometimes it would be more of a general sing-song whilst other times it could be more like a conventional folk
session. But usually it would be a combination of all three and it always ended the same way. The penultimate
item would be a couple of songs from Jimmy; perhaps Scottish standards such as “The Northern Lights of Old
Aberdeen” or “Roaming in the Gloaming” whilst another of his favourite which always got the audience
enthusiastically singing along was “The Happy Wanderer”. Then the finale featured all musicians playing along
to the tune “Dingle Regatta” during which at certain points everyone would stand up and chant “I-I-diddley-I”.
And that would be music night at the Blacks Head over for another week.
After Frank and Jean retired in 1996, the music evening continued in various formats, on and off, through a
succession of licensees, but was never quite the same. Most recently, Jayne Evans revived Thursday music
nights during her tenancy, but it was down to once a month then. It’s fantastic to see the Blacks Head open
once again, after several years of closure and, who knows, perhaps Thursday music nights may yet rise up
from the ashes once again.
Pete Baker
Fish and Chip shop mystery solved
Many thanks to Janet Dobbins for information regarding the Fish and Chip shop mentioned in the last issue.
She says it was where her house “Snoqualmie” currently stands. They removed the old fryers whilst
converting the building, as they were still in, what is now, her bedroom!
If you have a memory of a time or event in the Village that you’d like to share with our readers, we would love
to hear from you. Contributions by 20th of July please.
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GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES
The Brownies joined Rainbows, Brownies and Guides at Blenheim Palace for the Wychwood Division
challenge day, taking part in ten different activities from hook a duck to den building with time to play in
the adventure playground. It was a great fun day. We have finished the First aid Skills Builder badge.
Lola, Martha and Grace organised and ran a party session for us as part of their Gold Award.
Dotty, Isabel and Emily have done the Hobbies badge, Dotty also the Friends to Animals and Emily,
Swimmer, Swimmer Advanced, Cooks and Cook Advanced badges. Well done to you all.
We joined Wychwood division at the Women's FA cup final at Wembley. We cheered, jumped, waved and
had an amazing time watching Manchester City beat West Ham 3-0. Hopefully we can go to more
women's matches soon.
We are eagerly looking forward to Magic and mayhem at Foxlease in the New Forest in June where after
a full day of fun activities we will be sleeping over in a circus big top! With hundreds of other brownies.
Summer term means we'll be out and about with a fundraising walk for Tourettes Action, outdoor games
and an Explore badge to work on.
We currently have 20 Brownies with more to join us in September so if your daughter would like to join us
anytime in the future then please register her now at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
1st Woodstock Rainbows for girls age 5-7 have spaces now, 2nd Woodstock Guides for girls age 10-14
also have spaces now.
If anyone has any brownie uniform especially summer shorts and skorts that they no longer need then let
us know so we can pass on to the Brownies.

Commemorative poppy-planting ceremony
to be held in Woodstock
by students of Marlborough School
As part of The Marlborough School WW1 Project, Woodstock Then and Now, the school’s art department
have been working on an idea which ties in with the centenary of the Treaty of Versailles, in remembrance of
the soldiers that fell in the Great War.
A group of students have been making poppies which will be ‘planted’ in the grounds of Oxfordshire County
museum, as part of a formal ceremony in conjunction with the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum on 28th June
2019. The poppies will remain on display to the public at the site until 24th July 2019.
Invited guests will include Alice Hipkiss and Isabel Wheeler, the Marlborough students behind the project, and
individuals with connections to the town’s fallen soldiers, but all are invited to watch the ceremony which will
be held at 11am on 28th June. SOFO Museum previously supported Woodstock Then and Now, exhibiting Alice
and Isabel’s work in 2018.
Following the formal proceedings, Marlborough students will facilitate an art installation, based on paper
poppies, which will reflect visitors thoughts on remembrance, as part of the national Kids in Museums
Takeover Day event, at SOFO Museum. They will also guide visitors around the county’s military history
museum, which currently features exhibits such as Oxford: The War and the World 1914-1919, offering an
insight into Oxford’s international connections during WW1.
Discounted admission prices will also be offered to those visiting the museum between 11am and 1pm on 28th
June.
This event will provide a valuable exercise for the pupils involved, and gives members of the community the
opportunity to share knowledge and experiences with the younger generation. This activity is hoped to be
stimulating for all involved, a great way of learning for the students, and a way to build a closer relationship
between the different generations.
The continuing project, which has now received Heritage Lottery Fund support, will focus on research into the
First World War using local resources so that information can be shared through the setting up of a dedicated
website. The project came about after the opportunity to visit the Battlefields with the award winning
programme 110 Legacy delivered by the UCL Institute of Education and Equity. The project will enable local
people in Woodstock to come together to preserve the memories and heritage of those that died in the First
World War.
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April 2019. Renewal forms will be distributed in due
course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward
on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a
friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Pool, Bar Billiards,
football and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £8 for an
individual annual social membership or £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens
or under 18 years of age. Come and have a look for yourselves.

.
Bar Billiards
The summer season has not yet started
Darts
The Wednesday ladies team won their section in the winter league. The summer leagues have just started.
Aunt Sally
The season has started and the team have won two and lost one
Quiz League
The summer season has just started
Football
The team finished mid table in division three of the Witney and district League. They were losing finalists in
the Jack Busby Memorial Trophy semi-final.
Cricket
Cricket has started. The first team have lost their opening two games whilst the second and third teams have
won their opening two games. See the Cricket Club website for full details.

Forthcoming Events
FRIDAY 28th JUNE Live music with Jamie Felton
FRIDAY 20th to SUNDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER BEER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY OCTOBER 19th Live music with Sledgehammer
Our social events are open to all including non-members and we welcome everyone. We have Sky Sports and
show most major sporting events on our large screen TV. Feel free to join our Facebook group where most
events are publicised.
Our south facing veranda is the perfect place to wind down on a nice summers evening with a pint. Come and
see what we are about!
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain
pipes have been damaged.
The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Club’s gates as lorries have difficulty
getting into the Club when cars are parked there.

PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND
All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site.
www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com
Bar Opening Hours
Friday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Saturday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Sunday
7.45pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday
8.00pm to 11.00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see behind
bar for weekly details)
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THURSDAY CLUB
We held our AGM in May where the following were all re-elected: Rozz Wing - Chairman, Heather
Smith – Treasurer, Linda Skinner – Secretary, Committee members: Brian Wing, Kathy O’Connor and
Doreen Alan. After the AGM we held a quiz with two teams being joint winners. We then had tea and a
raffle. It was nice to see new members joining us.
The June meeting will be a strawberry tea which, depending on weather, will be held outside.
New members are always welcome. We meet on the 1st Thursday of the month in the Hall at 2pm.

(Kirtlington & Bletchington Historical Society)

From Cosmos to Cricket
Haydn Middleton
In a storming finish to our 2018-19 programme, the society continued to prove that it refreshes the parts
which other local societies cannot reach, or may even be unaware of.
Where else might you turn up on a brisk spring evening and learn the secrets of a 2,000-year-old self-help
manual that covers everything from atomic motion to cosmology – all presented in beautiful Latin verse?
That’s what our members had served up to them by infectiously-enthusiastic young Cambridge don Dr David
Butterfield (Lucretius: De Rerum Nature – The Accidental Survival of the Book That Solves Your Life,
28 March).
A translated edition of the only known work by Lucretius. This wonderful poem
was virtually lost from scholarly view between the benighted 5th and 15th
centuries AD, but since its rediscovery it has held a significant place in the
Western canon.
We know little of Lucretius himself, but his espousal of Epicurean philosophy was
clear in all that he wrote. According to David, the mission of both Epicurus and
Lucretius was “to free mankind from its mental pains, which arise from
misunderstanding how the universe works, particularly regarding religion and the
afterlife”. What’s not to like about that? (Spoiler alert with regard to the afterlife,
however: there isn’t one!) Sadly, by the time Lucretius died - 7,400 dactylic
hexameters into his masterwork – the book was still incomplete.
Classicist David offered his own translations of highlights such as: “It is pleasant,
when winds are whipping up the waters of the vast sea, to watch from land the
severe trials of another person: not that anyone’s distress is a cause of agreeable pleasure; but it is pleasant
to see from what troubles you yourself are exempt.” Among all his other talents, could Lucretius here have
been foreseeing the view from mainland Europe of a Brexit-ravaged Britain?
This talk with its lively follow-up discussion was a hard act to follow, but the society made a good fist of it by
staging a genial AGM and Members Evening, (25 April) featuring further fun instalments of Five-Minute
Favourites, in which individual members shared information about historical characters who had caught their
fancy. We were treated to stories about a couple of feisty young women who in very different ways resisted
the Nazis, an intrepid Antarctic explorer from Ireland, a former Christian who rose to high rank in the 19thcentury Ottoman Turkish army – and also the luxuriantly-bearded fellow in the picture.
WG Grace – such a towering a figure of Victorian and Edwardian cricket that matchday notices were sometimes seen to read: “Admission sixpence. If W G Grace plays:
Admission a shilling.” (There were twelve pence to a shilling, for those unfamiliar with
pre-decimal coins.)
The 2019-20 programme outlined at the AGM promises to be another winner. So
please do come and swell our numbers – and help to nudge our full complement past
what WG Grace would doubtless have called ‘the half-century’.
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The Bletchingdon Charity- New Application Process
The Bletchingdon Charity has been serving the local community in various ways since
the early 17th Century. There is a committee appointed by the Bletchingdon
Community Foundation which has the role of making grants to people who live in
Bletchingdon or for any organisations operating within Bletchingdon. The overall aim
is to relieve hardship, but in more modern times, this is taken quite broadly.
We cannot give out grants automatically, so we need requests. Anyone can apply
either for themselves or on behalf of a friend or neighbour. We consider applications
from people of all ages.
Examples of requests include help with household bills, fuel, transport to hospital appointments, buying essential
equipment, tools or books. Help to fund expenses associated with education e.g. text books or bus fares. Any
young person in further or higher education can apply for a grant. The charity will also consider help towards
school trips and residentials and help with recuperation after illness. We will consider anything that reduces social
isolation. This list is not exhaustive, and we consider each application to ensure that it meets the criteria of the
Charity Articles.
The charity has also recently supported sports activities for young people, the Village Café, the toddler group and
the school.
The funds are there, but we need to hear from you so that we can ensure that the money is used as it is intended
and we reach as many people as possible. As with all things these days we need to ensure that our processes are in
line with Data regulations and the Charity Commission requirements.
How to apply for a grant
We have developed a new form that needs to be completed for all but emergency applications. This form is
available to download from the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk/or can be obtained from the Charity
Secretary. We have tried to make the form relatively simple. But if you need help filling in the form then it can be
done by a friend or relative on your behalf, or a committee member will be happy to help you. Completed forms
should be emailed to charity.secretary@thebcf.net or delivered to the Secretary c/o Bletchingdon Village Hall,
Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD.
Each request will be considered at the next meeting, meetings are held approximately every three months. Please
state on the form if it cannot wait until the next meeting, the secretary will be able to advise when the next
meeting is due to be held. If a request is urgent, we will still take a verbal or hand-written request but may follow
up with the form at a later date. It is our intention that grants are dealt with in a timely manner and no one is
disadvantaged by the process.
After the meeting, applicants will be informed if the request has been successful. In most cases payment will be
made directly into the applicant’s bank account or to the relevant body. For example, some grants will be made
direct to the supplier of the object or the utility company.
We may also request evidence of purchases or payments if the grant is for a specific item. Village organisations will
be asked to fill in a grant monitoring form at the end of the grant period.

Bletchington Charity Committee –
Information about support for pupils using the new school bus service.
A huge amount of work has gone into sourcing a new bus scheme to transport children from Bletchingdon to
the Marlborough School. The Bletchington Charity would like to say a BIG thank you to the Bus Group for
making this happen.
Parents of children, living in Bletchingdon and using the new route, are invited to apply to the Charity for a
contribution of £200 pounds towards the first year’s fares. This is to support families in the initial transition
from the County Council service to the new company and service. Parents may apply for each child in the
family, stating their age and School Year Group from September.
This will be in addition to the normal education grants for 6th formers.
The application form can be downloaded from the Village website. We look forward to hearing from you,
please encourage others to apply.
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`WESTON

ON THE GREEN WI

The guest speaker at our April meeting was John Chipperfield who spoke about his life
as a journalist with the Oxford Mail. He started his talk with a brief history of newspapers in Oxford and said
that the 19th century was a golden era for newspapers which included The Oxford Times
founded 1862, The Bicester Advertiser 1872 and Bicester Herald 1855, plus numerous other
local newspapers throughout Oxfordshire. John’s journalistic career started at the age of 15
with the Oxford Mail doing a Saturday job as a football reporter of local matches whilst still
at school. After leaving school John went to business college but journalism was always his
goal. At the age of 20 he was taken on as a full time trainee reporter by the Oxford Mail,
writing sports reviews but it was always his ambition to become a full time news reporter. In
1968 he became the local government reporter and continued with this job until 1974 when he became
deputy news editor. In 1979 he moved up to the news editors chair. After a 44 year distinguished career he
eventually retired although he still writes the Memory Lane column for the Oxford Mail. He was honoured
with an MBE in 1997. John rounded off his talk with stories of amusing headlines. One was of a report at the
Windsor Agricultural Show in which the Queen’s heifer won first prize. The picture in the local newspaper of
the Queen patting the head of the prize winning heifer had the headline “Windsor cow wins award”. Oops!!!
A very entertaining and interesting talk.
Our May meeting was our Resolutions Meeting where we discussed the two
nationally selected resolutions. The first one was very relevant to Weston WI as it
was “A call against the decline in local bus services”. The second was “Don’t fear the
smear”. Both these resolutions were passed by Weston WI.
Over the last decade there has been a massive decline in the number of bus services,
particularly of those in rural and semi-rural areas. In order to alleviate loneliness,
improve health and wellbeing, as well as promoting sustainable development, the NFWI calls on the
Government and local authorities to increase subsidies and work in partnership with bus companies and
community transport operator to enable an adequate provision of services.
Cervical screening saves around 5000 lives a year, yet attendance is currently at it’s lowest for a decade. The
NFWI urges WI members to attend routine screening, to take action to raise awareness of the importance of
cervical screening, and address barriers to attendance to help eradicate cervical cancer.
The WI in Weston meets every third Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All ladies are
welcome to join us. Not only do we have excellent speakers at every meeting but we also have various other
activities going on.
SAS

Weston Walkers
The walk in April had to be postponed
due to the weather, but on 13th May
five of us had a beautiful four mile
walk in Wytham Woods, by kind
permission of the administrator. It
was a perfect spring day and the
woods were at their best with the
bluebells and even a deer to complete
the scene. The views over
Oxfordshire were amazing. We then
had a leisurely lunch at the Plough,
Wolvercote followed by tea with a
garden tour in Hampton Poyle on the
way home, to complete a very
enjoyable day.
The next walk will be an afternoon walk on Monday, June 10th, meeting at 1.30 at Weston Village Hall. Why
not join us? If you would like to know more, please phone Graham Barnett on 350707.
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Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs M M Knight
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie

Clerk: Fiona Mason

14, Coghill
Village Farm
18, Valentia Close
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350162
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com

Tel: 351967

The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would just like a
chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Tim Hallchurch (tim.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
County Councillor:
Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting
is held, and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice
of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall
facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall. Members of the Public are welcome at
Meetings, but must seek prior permission if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have been
approved.

The next meeting will take place on 27th June, followed by a meeting on 25th July.
Planning Matters
Notices of Decisions received in March & April:
19/00151/CLUP Willow Cottage Nursery, Weston Road - Application Refused. This application was not
discussed previously at a Parish Council meeting because it was not a consultation. Now that it has been
refused it is likely to go to full planning at which point we would be consulted.
19/00057/CLUP Smiths & Sons, Enslow Wharf - Application Refused. Again PC was not consulted on this.
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council in March & April:
19/00445/F Michaelmas Cottage, Islip Road – Conversion of garage to ancillary accommodation. Cllrs
discussed at length and comment that the proposal does not affect the external appearance of the building
except that a garage door will become a large window, but suggest a bat survey may be required. The
Clerk will send comments to CDC.
19/00014/SO & Variation of Condition 2 of 15/00822/F – Alterations to parking layout at Enslow Mill
Wharf development. PC make no comment.
Cllr Saunders added that the PC has received an email from a resident in Enslow stating that their private
water supply has been tapped into by the development – Cllr Ledger to respond stating he has done the
right thing in contacting Thames Water, but should also contact the planning department at Cherwell DC.
19/00093/TCA – Corner House, Weston Road – Fell Old Apple Tree as this is now partially hollow and too
large for the garden. Replant with flowering cherry or similar. PC had no objection.
19/00088/TCA – Home Farm House, Islip Road – Various tree works. This was received after the last
meeting, however consultation deadline was before this meeting. The application was passed to all on
planning committee with all making ‘No Objection’
19/00621/F – Huckleberry Farm, Heathfield – Continued use of transportable building to be made
permanent (retrospective). Consultation ends 8/5/19. Councillors discussed the application, with Cllr
Saunders expressing dislike for yet another retrospective application, however there were no actual
grounds to object. Cllr Griffiths assisted the discussions. It was agreed that a comment suggesting a timelimit be place on the use of a ‘transportable building’ as a condition if the application was permitted. Clerk
to send response.
The following application was withdrawn:
19/00240/F – The Old Rectory, Weston Rd.
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Parish Council Accounts Report 2018/2019
The Accounts for Bletchingdon Parish Council for the year ending 31st March 2019 are as follows;
During the financial year Bletchingdon Parish Council received £28,585. £21,000 of this was from the Precept,
which is the money given to a Parish Council by the District Council (in our case Cherwell) to carry out it’s
duties.
Bletchingdon Parish Council made payments totalling £19,772 from April 2018 – March 2019.
We had a carry forward balance in April of £33,718, leaving a balance in hand at 31 st March 2019 of £42,576.
The full accounts can be viewed after they have been audited, either in person, or on the website. A notice
will be displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, but this is usually in August. If anyone is interested in
knowing more detail, the monthly expenditure is included in the minutes of each meeting and these can be
viewed on the village website or at the Parish Council Office in the village hall. And I have a copy of the
Receipts and Payments Ledgers from 2018/19 here with me tonight.
Please see the following summary of the traffic surveys as reported at the Annual Parish Meeting on the 16 th
May 2019.

Chairman’s Report - Bletchingdon Annual Parish Meeting – 16th May 2019
Changes within the Parish Council
2018 was an election year for your councillors. Six Councillors were re-elected unopposed, and shortly
afterwards Cllr Martin Kersh announced that he would be moving from the village. This left us with two
vacancies for co-option. We had three potential candidates, and after some discussion we welcomed Andy
Jordan and Rachel Pirie as new members of your Parish Council
Since then our Parish Clerk has tendered her resignation, having found a full time role.. Having advertised for
a replacement we are fortunate to have secured the services of Fiona Mason. Fiona lives in St Giles and has
been in the village for about 7 years.
Enforcement
There are three significant enforcement issues at this time. The hedges removed at Tollbrook Corner is
apparently a closed case for CDC, although our enforcement officer is reviewing this status this coming week
with the enforcement team. The Land South of Diamond Farm, which is a long standing issue may be resolved
in the near future. The land is sold and the new owner apparently committed to clearing the mess. A new
issue relates to a property at Heathfield which has apparently been completed without any planning
permission whatsoever. This is currently with the CDC legal team.
Crime
There is no one available from Thames Valley Police to attend this meeting, however they have sent a written
report which indicated a similar pattern of reported criminal issues as in 2018..
Duchy Field
Zero C status – the northwest end of the development (phases 1 & 2) is nearing completion which means that
in the next few months the emphasis for the site will be reduced and moved to the north eastern side of the
development for phases 3 & 4. This will impact access to the Village Hall carpark, and also the route used by
dog walkers accessing the fields beyond. There remains uncertainty regarding the opening date for the shop
which now seems to have moved to September. Development is expected to complete late in 2020.
Savills status – there are currently 15 homes occupied, 12 reserved awaiting completion and 6 others
available.. 5 more will become available in September, with the remaining 22 homes within phases 3 & 4.
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Village Hall and School
This year, the first with Mrs Donaghey as Headteacher, has progressed well. Unfortunately, Mrs Donaghey
will be leaving at the end of the summer term. Her replacement will be progressed by the Governing body.
The Village Hall continues to be well used, and has become an established facility within the village.
The Row
The housing association owners of the Row (Greensquare) in spite of their website claim to be providers of
affordable housing for the poorer in the community, and protecting the affordable housing they have, seem
determined to sell the two vacant properties in the Row. Despite representations from the Parish Council and
adverse publicity on a Channel 4 Dispatches program, these properties are now signed for Sale by Auction for
the third time in this past 12 months.
The Blacks Head
The Blacks Head reopened for the immediate term in November last year, with the objective of providing the
village with its pub whilst the planning process for its future development takes its course. The planning
application was submitted but then withdrawn whilst amendments are made. It is slowly drawing a larger and
regular clientele, and is planning to introduce a food service, menu as yet undefined, in the next few weeks.
Roads – potholes road damage
Works are currently agreed with OCC to be carried out in Islip Road and The Causeway specifically with a
number of smaller locations identified around the village. There is also a plan to repaint white lines in a
number of areas. Our zebra crossing is now fully operation with 2 belisha beacons, and works on the
pedestrian areas adjacent to it are completed.
Speed limits and traffic
Location
Direction

Time period

Total count

Speed (85%ile)

Speed (Mean Ave)

Springwell Hill (opposite Sand Furlong) based on 2 weeks data
(entering)
00.00-24.00
450
(leaving)
00.00-24.00
426

41
41

35
35

Weston Road (near Nursery)
(entering)
(leaving)

00.00-24.00
00.00-24.00

425
450

26
26

22
22

Weston Road (Tollbrook)
(entering)
(leaving)

00.00-24.00
00.00-24.00

328
355

35
36

30
30

Islip Road (school sign)
(entering)
(leaving)

00.00-24.00
00.00-24.00

2339
2139

26
29

22
24

Springwell Hill traffic count seems to be around 43% decrease on 2017 data with speed +2mph
Weston Road traffic count seems to be around 22% increase on 2017 data with speed +1mph
Islip Road traffic is comparable with that on Station Road in 2017
A more detailed summary is available, on request, from the Clerk.
School buses
The challenge to provide a new school bus service has been taken up by a parents group who are currently in
discussion with the Bletchington Charity regarding funding options.
Buses
Our buses are still with us. My thanks to Elinor Webber for continuing to be our representative.
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Spring clean
This was organised by the Clerk over two days, with the second day organised by Cllr Pirie. A small number of
parishioners joined them and our gratitude goes to them for their commitment to a cleaner village.
Dogs and their residue continue to make headlines. The Parish Council encourages anyone who witnesses dog
fouling to record the details and report the situation to CDC.
Planning
Notable planning applications are currently ‘work-in-progress’ for building works at both Bletchington Park
and the Blacks Head. There are no others of note.
The Village News
I am sure you must all be aware that after 239 editions of the Bletchington Village News, Greta has decided to
hang up her editors’ pen and has effectively retired from that job. In recognition, the meeting presented her
with flowers.
And so, finally ……... My thanks again to the members of our subcommittees. They continue to ease the
workload of your Councillors. Thanks of course to your Parish Councillors for their continued commitment to
ensuring we have a great and carefully managed community in which to live. Special thanks to Cllr Lane for
taking the chair when I have been unavailable, and of course all of our thanks to Rebecca, who has done a
‘great job’ during her time with us. We wish her good luck in her new job.

********************************************************************************************
Adverts
N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News
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Bletchingdon Village Hall for hire
Facilities include –





Café area,
Sprung wooden floor
Meeting rooms/ areas
Options for the whole/part
of the hall space.
 High quality audio and
projector facilities
 Use of a commercial
kitchen*
 Outside spaces
* Commercial kitchen – available to
professional caterers only

CHARGE RATES
Community -residents of Bletchingdon & Hampton Poyle for personal or fundraising
events.
Commercial - non-residents or residents running events for personal gain.
Halls: Weekdays.
Whole hall
Large Hall
Small Hall
Community
£11 per hour £10 per hour £10 per hour
Commercial –block booking £16.50 / hour £15 per hour £15 per hour
Commercial – single booking £22 per hour £20 per hour £20 per hour
Halls: Weekends are booked by session.
Morning: 9am to 12 noon, Afternoon: 1pm to 4pm, Evening: 5pm to end.
Community
Commercial

Whole hall
AM/PM £36
Evening £60
AM/PM £65
Evening £130

Large Hall
£30
£50
£60
£120

Small Hall
Please enquire.
Please enquire.

All bookings require £100 deposit for a single session. A deposit is not required for
block bookings

Other rooms and packages available at www.bletchingdon-pc.org
Wedding packages also available at very reasonable rates
Contact Duncan 351542 or bookings@bletchingdon-pc.org.uk
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 Local & Reliable, Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance.
 Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Flat Pack Assembly, Landscaping,
Fencing, Patios, Jet Washing, Decking, Hedge Cutting, Pruning
and Much Much More…………..
 Domestic and commercial, one off jobs and regular maintenance
programmes to suit your needs.
 Fully Insured - No job is too small.
Please call Noel Price on 07884185171 or 01869 351619
noelprice@btinternet.com www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For Domestic Cleaning please call Jayne Price on 07795055202
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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