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BLETCHINGTON
Tel: 01869 350359
e-mail: gretanken@hotmail.com

Kenwood,
Oxford Road.

From the Editor

The Annual General Meeting, of the Village News (for organisations) was held in the Village Hall on
Monday 4th March. Thank you to those who attended.
The Village News was first set up in January, 1979 and was funded by the organisations so that it
could go to every household in the village free of charge. However, once advertising was introduced
that funding was no longer necessary, albeit the Parish Council still gives an annual grant – for which
we are very grateful. I take this opportunity to thank our Treasurer, Ian Gedling, Ian has been
involved with the Village News ever since it began and became the Treasurer in 1992. Also, we are
all indebted to Liz Saunders who receives the e-mails and puts them into a suggested order before
sending them to me to edit. She then sends them off to be printed. Many thanks also to our team of
volunteers who turn out in all weathers to deliver the Village News.
There are some very interesting articles in this issue. We were honoured with a visit from His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales who came to visit the School and to plant a tree on the new building
site. The Bletchingdon Charity has explained a new application for grants process, there is a Band
Concert to look forward to and the usual events at the Sports and Social Club.
Thank you for all of the contributions to this Issue. Cover designs and articles for inclusion in the
June/July 2019 Issue are welcome at any time but by 23rd May, 2019 at the latest please. For your
convenience it is possible to send your articles, adverts or cover designs directly by e-mail. The
Bletchington Village News e-mail address is Bletchington@aol.com.

On-Call Firefighters needed.
Have you ever thought of becoming an on-call
firefighter?
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service are looking for
On-call Firefighters to join their team!
Do you want to earn extra money, serve your
community and save lives in a rewarding role? If
so, a career as an On-call Firefighter might be
just the thing for you.
On-call Firefighters are the backbone of the fire
service and anyone can be one. If you're employed full-time, are a parent, out of employment or just
have some spare time, you can respond to emergency calls.
On-call Firefighters are trained and paid for their time and service - and on average are expected to
be called out two or three times each week for about an hour at a time - this can be at night or during
the day.
They are looking for anyone over the age of 18, who is physically fit (this can be worked on), doesn’t
suffer from vertigo, claustrophobia or dislike the sight of blood. They need good common sense, to
be enthusiastic, reliable and honest.
If this sounds of interest, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com

Retired Priests:
The Rev’d Michael White 01869 572559
The Very Reverend Bob Wilkes 01869 350159
The Reverend Andrew Foran 01869 600795
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01869 351652
Jo Cropp (LLM) 01869 343962
Kevin Lovell (LLM) 01869 242519

revmikewhite@gmail.com
wilkesrobertsheila@gmail.com
andrew.foran01@gmail.com

paulandjoannac@gmail.com
jocropp@hotmail.co.uk
kevin.lovell@btinternet.com

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Secretary: Patricia Hampson
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Members of the PCC: Greta Bickley. Natasha Pitts
Services in St. Giles’ Church (unless otherwise stated) in April and May.
APRIL 2019

# Book of Common Prayer

Sunday 7 April

Lent 5 Passion Sunday

Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week

Chesterton
#Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton

0800
0915
1100
1100

Kirtlington
2000 Friday’s Child
Holy Week Meditations with Canon Brian Mountford

Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington

1100
1600

Sunday 14 April

Lent 6 Palm Sunday

Chesterton

1030

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families’
Service
Morning Worship
Family Service

Thursday 18 April
Kirtlington
Bletchingdon 2000

Maundy Thursday
0930 Holy Communion
Liturgy of the
Last Supper

Friday 19 April
Weston o/t Green
Middleton Stoney

Sunday 21 April

Easter Day

Sunday 28 April

Good Friday
1000 Family Service
1200 The Good
Friday Liturgy
1400 An hour at the cross
2000 Compline
(with choir)
Easter 2

Middleton Stoney
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green

0915
0915
1000
1100
1100
1100

Weston o/t Green
Chesterton
Kirtlington

0930
1100
1600

United Benefice
Service

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Chesterton
Kirtlington

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:

4 Apr, 11 Apr, 18 Apr, 25 Apr

Holy Communion
Café Church
Messy Church
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# Book of Common Prayer

MAY 2019

Sunday 5 May Easter 3

Sunday 12 May

Easter 4

Chesterton #
Wendlebury
Chesterton

Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green
Hampton Gay

0800 Holy Communion #
0915 Holy Communion
1100 Holy Communion
1100 Family Service
1515 Evensong

Sunday 26 May

Visitation of BVM

Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington
Bletchingdon
Sunday 19 May
Kirtlington
Middleton Stoney
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green
Kirtlington

0800
0915
1100

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families’
Service
1100 Morning Worship
1600 Family Service
1800 Evensong
(Queen’s College Choir)
Easter 5
0800
0915
0915
1000
1100
1100
1800

Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Family Service
Chesterton Praise
Holy Communion
Evensong #

Thursday Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930:

Chesterton (Patronal) 1030

Thursday 30 May
Middleton Stoney

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Ascension Day
1900 Holy Communion

2 May, 9 May, 16 May, 23 May

The last Messy Church of the season will be a week later than usual: on Sunday 28th April at 1600
in Kirtlington Church. This could be our last Messy Church ever! Come and make the most of it.
Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service,
usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not come along
and see for yourselves!
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get
in touch on 350491.
Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above).
We are always pleased to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who
would like a church service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief.

Benefice Day : do reserve Saturday 1 June in your diary now for a lovely Benefice Day in the
Cotswolds, being led by Jonathan Lamb, CEO and minister-at-large of Keswick Ministries, and who
for many years led an international ministry to help preachers preach well. Good food and lovely
countryside also in the mix!
Second Sunday – there is a monthly group for young teenagers. More details from Gareth or Mandy
Jones (351771).
Church Registers:
Sunday, March 3rd

Baptism of Toby Matthew Cross, son of Matthew and Katie

We welcome Toby and his parents to St. Giles'.
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Holy Week in the Akeman Benefice
Palm Sunday (14 April)
Procession with donkey and service in church
Meet at Top Green (junction of Alchester Rd with A4095) at 1030
Preacher: George Meyrick
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (15, 16, 17 April)
“Friday’s Child” - a short meditation lasting half an hour with
Canon Brian Mountford, formerly Vicar of the University Church, Oxford.
Kirtlington Church, 2000.
Maundy Thursday Service (18 April)
at Bletchingdon Church
2000
Good Friday (19 April)
1000 Family Service at Weston on the Green
1200 The Good Friday Liturgy at Middleton Stoney
1400 An hour at the Cross at Chesterton
2000 Sung Compline at Kirtlington with the Hexachord Choir
Easter Day (21 April)
Services across the benefice (see magazines and website)

*************************************************************
Sunday 5 May
St Giles Bletchingdon
Open afternoon with flowers, teas, stalls
and
EVENSONG
at 1730
sung by The Queen’s College Choir
Bletchingdon has a historic link with The Queen’s College.
Do come along to this traditional service sung by their first-class choir.
Sunday 26 May
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Chesterton Patronal Festival
1030 United Benefice Holy Communion
Preacher:
The Rev’d Dr Erica Longfellow
Chaplain of New College, Oxford
followed by festive refreshments
All welcome
Thursday 30 May
Ascension Day
1900 at Middleton Stoney
Sung Eucharist
The Venerable Christine Allsopp
formerly Archdeacon of Northampton
All welcome
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Letter from The Rector
Dear friends
I don’t think I’d ever read a spy story or detective novel till the other week. Oh, I think some years ago I sat
down with a John le Carré, but didn’t get much beyond page 30 (no doubt my fault rather than his).
But for my birthday a friend gave me London Rules by Mick Herron. I took it on my recent holiday and
gobbled it up almost at one sitting. But then I was out of reading matter! Fortunately I went to a restaurant
in Seville where they had a book exchange, and I swopped my book for Raven Black by Ann Cleeves (not of).
That was also unputdownable, leaving me to spending the rest of my time away with back numbers of The
Church Times!
Later today I have to prepare a sermon on St Mark’s Gospel, which I have been invited to deliver in another
parish. I well remember my excitement when I first went up to Durham University and began to delve into
the biblical texts in their original languages. We looked at Mark, the earliest and shortest Gospel, first. What
was just as fascinating as the language was the way in which the texts had been put together, and comparing
and contrasting them really was like unravelling a detective story or murder mystery. (My favourite birthday
card this year was a picture of Jesus teaching the disciples and saying, “Now listen carefully, you guys. I don’t
want to end up with four different versions of this!”)
But for me it was perhaps the beginning of curiosity, that really important skill that we all do well to acquire searching for connections, looking for deeper meanings, immersing oneself in the subject, just as a detective
does. It’s essential for relationships, and it’s absolutely essential for faith.
Last month we buried a very dear parishioner. Her family shared some of her sayings at her funeral. One of
them was this: ‘If you don’t like someone, it means you need to get to know them better.’ I was brought up
short by that, and find it both challenging and salutary.
If you don’t like God, or are not quite sure about him, it may be an idea to try to get to know him better.
Mark’s Gospel, or one of the others, is a very good place to start. But faith is only nurtured in community. A
book I’ve been reading is called ‘The World is a Wedding.’ The author says this:
‘The Christian tradition is not something to be understood from the outside. The knowledge of God can only
grow in us if we are willing to enter into and participate in that community of love and knowledge, of faith
and experience, which is called the Church…….not in slavish submission, but in respect and diffidence before
the accumulated experience of the centuries, a willingness to let our eyes be opened to new and disturbing
realities.’
Holy Week and Easter give us a chance to do just that.
Gareth

From Rev Brian Wood, Chesterton Rectory
Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Going, going, not quite gone, yet.
Now is the time to say goodbye; now is the time to yield a sigh …
It has been a strange last few weeks. Many of you know that retiring was not my plan, but most of
you know that you don't always get what you want, and, as my mother would have put it 'Worse
things happen at sea'. My mum came from Scarborough and worse things did happen at sea as they
do elsewhere too, so we remember how well we fare.
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I have had many opportunities over this time to be especially thankful. For your warm welcome when
we arrived. For the many friends we have made in our time here with you. For three official good-bye
“occasions.” Thank you.
We are especially touched by the generosity so many of you have shown as we leave. We have a
massive cheque paid in with love so the bank records. A glorious deep cut crystal rose bowl, bottles
of bubbly and other gifts too numerous to number and many cards that have marked my 70 th birthday
and retirement- I had cards for both- and the thoughts conveyed, many with lovely hugs too. Thank
you to all who contributed in whatever way in organising things and loving us.
You have been, and will continue to be, very special to us; and we love you all whether or not you
'darkened the doors' of the church often or at all. I am particularly pleased and honoured, to have
been able to be with you at significant times- the weddings, christenings and funerals, and to help.
Please forgive us if we don't have the opportunity to say another 'goodbye' to each of you personally;
this packing lark is hugely consuming of time and 'headspace', looking over old stuff and deciding
whether to keep or not. The charity shops are already full with material from people decluttering,
including the books about decluttering! Erica and I have managed to be 'on the same page' mostly- it's
a stressful time.
Perhaps you will appreciate my unusual brevity at this time- sorting more stuff is calling …
May God be with you as we expect him to be with us- it's as well he's so big, so strong and so
mighty- there's nothing that he cannot do.
You will need to contact Gareth regarding weddings, christenings and funerals. But we will still be
contactable and visitable; and I shall be keeping my email address (best way to contact us). I shall still
be Rev Brian and Erica will still join me in welcoming you and being lovely.
Goodbye.
Rev Brian

revbrianwood@gmail.com

Alfred ‘Frank’ Markham (1937-2019)
Frank (as he was widely known) was born in August 1937. He was the son of a publican and it was
obviously in his blood as it became his trade.
He met Jean and married in September 1959. Their first pub was The Swan and Castle in Oxford and
Frank was at that time the youngest pub landlord in Oxford.
They later moved to Bletchington and became landlord and landlady of the Blacks’ Head and many
villagers will remember his time here, fondly.
Whilst living here, Frank and Jean had two children, David and Tracey, both of whom emigrated to,
and now live in, Australia. Jean and Frank spent many Christmases with them and enjoyed spending
precious time with their grandchildren.
They lived at the Blacks’ Head for 32 years before taking semi-retirement and moving to Kidlington.
Frank was a very friendly, gentle man. A sociable chap who always had time for a chat with anyone
he met. He had made many friends in Kidlington and the surrounding area and was often seen in and
around Kidlington shops, in the library or very often at the swimming pool, being a keen swimmer.
Frank was devoted to Jean and took it very badly when she had to be admitted to hospital recently.
He was lost at home without her and couldn’t wait for her to be well and come home. They would
have celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary in September.
Sadly, Frank passed away unexpectedly on March 6th. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
We send our condolences to his wife Jean, his sister Susan, to David, Tracey and all the family.

-7-

Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School
Dear Villagers
Bletchingdon Primary had the most exciting visitor just
before half term. His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales
came to visit the school. There was much excitement in the
run up to the visit as we made flags and tidied up just as
you always do for important visitors. We also weeded the
garden as we had been told he wanted to see our outdoor
space. He came because of the involvement of The Duchy
in the new school site and because he was visiting the new
houses.
It was also lovely to see Mrs Cheriton back in the school to
help show His Royal Highness round as she had been the
Headteacher during all the building work and was
responsible for moving the school from the old site.

On the day, he came with his team from the Duchy and a
television film crew so there was much excitement. He
walked around the whole school. First off he met
Kingfisher Class who were making Celtic biscuits. He was
offered one and took it home with him to try later! He
met all the staff and had a chat with the children. He then
moved on through to the outdoors where Woodpecker
Class were decorating stones for the garden and Owl
Class were making willow sculptures also for the garden.
He had a long chat with everyone and was very interested
in the garden and the trees the children have planted.
Before he left, he met Sharon our school cook and spoke to the children from Robin Class while they
were enjoying their lunch.
Later that day the whole school went onto the building site at Duchy Fields to watch the tree planting.
That day we were featured in lots of different newspapers and were on TV. We all agreed it was a great
day and we hope he will visit us again.
Now we are planning activities for the rest of the year. On Friday 26th April we are holding an Easter
Celebration in the Village Hall in conjunction with Kirtlington School. If you would like to come please
join us at 1.45pm for songs and readings.
Best wishes and Happy Easter from everyone at Bletchingdon Primary School.
Karen Donaghey

Headteacher 01869 350393

PTA update - Annual quiz night
Last Saturday saw a great turnout and support from parents and villagers for the annual PTA Quiz at
the Village Hall. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who gave up their time to
support the event whether it be taking part in one of the 14 teams we had and to fellow members of
the PTA for helping with the food and giving up their time to help set up for the evening.
We raised a total profit of £611.57 which is simply amazing.
A special thanks must go to Adam and Elaine for assisting with the questions and being our hosts for
the evening as well as thanks to Sue Davies for preparing some of the food. We really are incredibly
grateful.
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Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Karen Donaghey

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to see Jackie in the office.

Springtime
Spring officially began on 20 th March and with the clocks going forward on 31 st we hopefully can look
forward to lighter evenings and a promise of better weather to come.
Poets have always been inspired by the season of new beginnings, one of the most well-known
poems being Wordsworth’s Daffodils, “I wandered lonely as a cloud”.
Another favourite but perhaps less well-known is The Cherry Tree by A.E Housman.
Alfred Edward Housman was an English poet, born in Worcestershire 160 years ago, on March 26 th
1859.

Loveliest of Trees
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.
Now, of my three score years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score,
It only leaves me fifty more.
And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.
A.E. Housman
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100 Years Ago
Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on 19th April, 1919:The Councillors who had been elected in March signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office.
The first business was the election of Chairman. Mr Bartlett proposed the election of Lord Valentia as
Chairman, seconded by Mt Whitcombe and carried.
Appointment of Overseers: Mr Benjamin Barrett was proposed as Overseer by Mr Bartlett, seconded by Mr
Bazeley - Mr Aubrey Howe proposed by Mr Bazeley seconded by Mr Whitcombe.
The Clerk’s account was passed and a precept for £1.14.3d was signed.
Expenses:
£ s d
Election expenses
7. 5
Fire & Light
12. 6
Mr Pankhurst
3. 10
Clerks Account
10. 6
1. 14. 3
War Memorial: Lord Valentia said he would like to say a few words about a memorial being erected in
memory of the men who had fallen in the War. The Clerk proposed calling a meeting of the Parish. Mr
Bartlett said that a Committee of Ladies had been formed to see what the feeling of the Parish was. The
Chairman asked who they were, Mr Bartlett said Mrs Bartlett, Mrs Eeley, Mrs Potter and others. The
Chairman said they had better report at the next meeting.

Do You Remember When?
It has been suggested that we run an "I Remember When" feature, for villagers to share their memories of
Bletchington/don.
My dad was born and bred in Bletchington in 1932 and is probably one of the oldest true bletchingtonians
in the village. When I visit him in the afternoons, he regularly talks about his childhood in Bletchington. He
often mentions past residents such as Florrie Matthews from the post office and Tommy Green, the odd
job man at the school, who were 'before my time' but also some things I do recall such as when there was
a second shop in the village run by Mr Taylor. He remembers the day during the war, when 2 spitfires
collided and came down in Ash wood and when there was a bakery in the village and has even mentioned
being able to fetch fish and chips on Friday nights, although I’m not sure if that’s correct. Perhaps
someone who remembers can enlighten me.
As for me, I remember, in 1988 when Bletchingdon
primary school was asked to host some visitors from
Papua New Guinea. It was quite an honour. They came
to speak to the children in the morning, and after
lunch, provided by those of us who were members of
the school association at the time, we were treated to
a memorable afternoon of tribal dances and music.
The event was open, not just to pupils and parents,
but to anyone in the village who might be interested.
Some of us had our faces painted and were invited
to join in the dancing. It was a lovely afternoon, on a
beautiful, sunny day.
I do however remember, Alan Thatcher (headteacher
at the time) being horrified at the end of the
proceedings when several of the group got in the fish
pond to wash of their bodypaint!

If any of this has evoked memories of life in Bletchington that you would like to share in the
next issue, we would be delighted to hear from you.
Liz Saunders
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50 Years Ago
Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd May, 1969:Present: Messrs J.J. Crawley, W.J.Dyer, A.Eeley, J.A.Hayward, J.Howe, G.O.L. Jones, & F.J.Knight.
Election of Chairman: Mr A Eeley was elected Chairman for the ensuing year. The Chairman proposed that
Mr W.F. Dyer be elected Vice-Chairman, and the meeting agreed.
Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Statutory Declarations of Acceptance of Office were completed
by each elected member.
Enslow Canal Bridge: - Resolved – that a further letter be written to the County Surveyor thanking him for his
efforts in pressing for the improvements, and pointing out that since receiving his letter a further accident
had occurred. It was also agreed to write a further letter to Kirtlington P.C. asking for their support.
Highways: As the Oxfordshire County Council had not included the widening of the Oxford Road in this year’s
programme of improvement schemes, it was resolved to write a further letter pressing for this matter to be
treated with some urgency.
It was also resolved to write a letter to Kirtlington P.C. asking for the removal of a concrete post
erected at a dangerous bend on the A4095.
The Chairman said that he would make enquiries regarding agricultural salt being placed on the village green
by Oxfordshire County Council.
According to a letter received from the Oxfordshire County Council a 30 m.p.h. limit could not be imposed in
the B4027. Resolved – that a further letter be written expressing disappointment, and hope that when the
new policy is implemented by the Ministry of Transport this proposal is strongly recommended.
Street Lighting: The Chairman said that he would be prepared to meet a representative of the S.E.B. to
discuss the proposed improvements to the street lighting.
Village Fete ; No objections were raised to the proposed closure of a section of highway between the Village
Green and the Park during the Village Fete.
Grass Cutting: The Chairman said he would speak to the District Surveyor to find out how much grass cutting
was being carried out by his Council. Failing a satisfactory reply, the Chairman was instructed to arrange a
limited amount of grass cutting by the Parish Council.
Accounts for Payment: The following accounts were passed for payment:Curtis & Horn Ltd – wire for Recreation Ground
£19.13.0
Bletchingdon Village Hall Comm. (Hire of Hall)
15.0
O.A.P.C. – Annual Sub. £3.10.0 P.C. Review 8.6
£3.18.6
Oxf. & District Water Board (Village standpipe)
15.0
Oxf. Rural Community Council – Annual sub
£3.10.0
Council Pres. Rural England – National Appeals -Year donation
£5. 0. 0
S.E.B. – Supply and Maintenance
£16.13.9
The Clerk was also given authority to pay the Royal Insurance Co. Ltd. premiums upon receipt
of renewal notices.
Playing Field: The Clerk was authorised to withdraw the deeds of the Playing Field from Barclays Bank Ltd.
Bicester for presentation to the District Auditor.
Bus Shelter: Resolved - That a letter be written to the Police concerning the improper use of the shelter.

The Mousetrap – a review
At last I’ve seen it! Despite the Mousetrap having opened in London in 1952 and being in its 67 th year, I had
never seen it, so when I saw it was coming to the Playhouse in Oxford we decided to get tickets. I’ve been to
many music ‘gigs’, musical theatre and comic opera performances at the New Theatre but a stage play at The
Playhouse is an altogether different experience and one which I thoroughly enjoyed.
The Mousetrap itself was originally a 30 minute radio drama entitled “Three Blind Mice” written by Agatha
Christie as the BBC’s 80th birthday present to Queen Mary in 1947. Five years later it formed the basis of the
Mousetrap. It is set in a time when everyone on stage spoke the very best BBC English and everything was
“frightfully exciting”. It has never been updated and retains its old world charm which I think contributes to its
huge, long-running success.
By the time you read this, The Mousetrap will have moved on from Oxford but if you have never seen it, I
would thoroughly recommend you do so, if it returns to the area.
Unfortunately, I can’t reveal the ending as everyone who sees it is asked to keep the secret, in order to maintain
the mystery and hopefully keep theatre-goers enthralled for many years to come.
ES
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THURSDAY CLUB
For our March meeting we played skittles, splitting into 2 teams, which created friendly competition. This was
followed by tea and raffle. Our April meeting will be an Easter bingo.
It was nice to see some members from Kirtlington who came along to join us.
Meetings are the first Thursday in the month at 2 p.m. in the Village Hall. Anyone 50+ is welcome to join us.
Our A.G.M will be on May 2nd at 2.p.m. in the Village Hall.

Although fraud and cybercrime comes in many forms,
there are some simple steps you can take to protect
yourself.
1. Do not give any personal information (name, address, bank details, email or phone
number) to organisations or people before verifying their credentials.
Always question unsolicited calls, texts or emails requesting your personal or financial
information (name, address, bank details, email or phone number). Instead, contact the company
directly using a known email or phone number.
2. Make sure your computer has up-to-date anti-virus software and a firewall installed.
Ensure your browser is set to the highest level of security and monitoring to
prevent malware issues and computer crimes.
Many frauds start with a phishing email. Remember that banks and financial institutions will not
send you an email asking you to click on a link and confirm your bank details. Do not trust such
emails, even if they look genuine. You can always call your bank using the phone number on a
genuine piece of correspondence, website (typed directly into the address bar) or the phone
book to check if you’re not sure. Never automatically click on a link in an unexpected email or
text.
3. Destroy and preferably shred receipts with your card details on and post with your
name and address on. Identity fraudsters don’t need much information in order to
be able to clone your identity.
4. If you receive bills, invoices or receipts for things that you haven’t bought, or
financial institutions you don’t normally deal with or contact you about outstanding
debts, take action. Your identity may have been stolen.
Stay in control, destroy your receipts and posts with you name on. If you receive a bill, invoice, or
receipts for things you haven’t brought or normally deal with, take action. Your identity may have
been stolen.
5. Be extremely wary of post, phone calls or emails offering you business deals out of
the blue. If an offer seems too good to be true, it probably is. Always question it.
6. If you have been a victim of fraud, be aware of fraud recovery fraud. This is when
fraudsters pretend to be a lawyer or a law enforcement officer and tell you they can
help you recover the money you’ve already lost.
If you need advice about fraud or cybercrime get in contact with us on the above number.
Note: The most prolific phone scams at the moment seem to be: informing you that your
telephone/computer/internet connection is about to be disconnected unless you press 1.
Phone calls about an accident you’ve had in your vehicle recently, emails purporting to
be from a friend stranded abroad asking for money to be paid into their account and
emails or phone calls informing you about an overseas lottery win. These are all scams.
DO NOT BECOME A VICTIM!
If you have heard of a current scam doing the rounds or have been a victim yourself and
would like to warn others through the next issue of Village News, please inform the Editor
or send details to Village News email address as shown on page 1.
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GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES
We have welcomed lots of new brownies which is amazing. This does mean that we are almost full
so if anyone wants to join us in the future please register them at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
We have been working on the first aid skills builder, learning about burns, dealing with situations, first
aid kits and more. The older Brownies are planning a party for their Gold Award.
We joined Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Woodstock for World thinking Day and earned the
WAGGGS badge.
We made sock puppets and wore our odd socks to raise money for World Down Syndrome Day.
We also joined the staff of Blenheim Palace in their 24 hour cross the Atlantic challenge

The Bletchingdon Charity- New Application Process
The Bletchingdon Charity has been serving the local community in various ways since
the early 17th Century. There is a committee appointed by the Bletchingdon
Community Foundation which has the role of making grants to people who live in
Bletchingdon or for any organisations operating within Bletchingdon. The overall aim
is to relieve hardship, but in more modern times, this is taken quite broadly.
We cannot give out grants automatically, so we need requests. Anyone can apply
either for themselves or on behalf of a friend or neighbour. We consider applications
from people of all ages.
Examples of requests include help with household bills, fuel, transport to hospital appointments, buying essential
equipment, tools or books. Help to fund expenses associated with education e.g. text books or bus fares. Any
young person in further or higher education can apply for a grant. The charity will also consider help towards
school trips and residentials and help with recuperation after illness. We will consider anything that reduces social
isolation. This list is not exhaustive, and we consider each application to ensure that it meets the criteria of the
Charity Articles.
The charity has also recently supported sports activities for young people, the Village Café, the toddler group and
the school.
The funds are there, but we need to hear from you so that we can ensure that the money is used as it is intended
and we reach as many people as possible. As with all things these days we need to ensure that our processes are in
line with Data regulations and the Charity Commission requirements.
How to apply for a grant
We have developed a new form that needs to be completed for all but emergency applications. This form is
available to download from the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk/or can be obtained from the Charity
Secretary. We have tried to make the form relatively simple. But if you need help filling in the form then it can be
done by a friend or relative on your behalf, or a committee member will be happy to help you. Completed forms
should be emailed to charity.secretary@thebcf.net or delivered to the Secretary c/o Bletchingdon Village Hall,
Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD.
Each request will be considered at the next meeting, meetings are held approximately every three months. Please
state on the form if it cannot wait until the next meeting, the secretary will be able to advise when the next
meeting is due to be held. If a request is urgent, we will still take a verbal or hand-written request but may follow
up with the form at a later date. It is our intention that grants are dealt with in a timely manner and no one is
disadvantaged by the process.
After the meeting, applicants will be informed if the request has been successful. In most cases payment will be
made directly into the applicant’s bank account or to the relevant body. For example, some grants will be made
direct to the supplier of the object or the utility company.
We may also request evidence of purchases or payments if the grant is for a specific item. Village organisations will
be asked to fill in a grant monitoring form at the end of the grant period.
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
On Sunday 17th March the Band made its annual trip to Stevenage for our contest against all
the other 4th section Bands in the region. After an interesting journey, where the coach driver
got a little lost and took us on a whistle stop tour of Hertfordshire, we drew to play last out of
20 Bands. The Band gave a decent performance, particularly as we had a few members who had never taken
part in a competition before, and so we were very disappointed with our placing of 17th. Thank you to
everyone who supported us during the competition preparation and a special thank you to everyone who
came and supported us on the day.
Now the competition is over, we can look forward to rehearsing for
our “Pick n Mix” Concert. At our Christmas Concert we asked for
requests of music for a next concert and were delighted with the
choices you made. Sheldon our MD has compiled a varied programme
from classical pieces, TV themes and film music
(think bearded lady!) , which, we hope you will very much enjoy. Our
Concert will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday 27th April at 7:30pm
and we will be holding a raffle and running a licenced bar. We look
forward to seeing you all there!!
The next couple of years will be an exciting time for the Band as 2020
is our 100th birthday. We have a few exciting plans in the pipeline and
we hope you can join us in this special celebration.
You can find out more about the Band, on our website
www.bletchingtonsilverband.co.uk/, facebook ‘Bletchington Silver Band’ and twitter on @BletchBand
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April. Renewal forms will be distributed in due
course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward
on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a
friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Pool, Bar Billiards,
football and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £8 for an
individual annual social membership or £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens
or under 18 years of age. Come and have a look for yourselves.
Bar Billiards
The Tuesday team are 4th in the Eynsham league with five games to go. In the Witney league the A team
finished 3rd in section 1. The B team won section 2. Both teams are in the semi-finals of their respective cups.
Darts
The Tuesday ladies team won the five a side competition whilst the Wednesday team having played all their
games are top of section 2. The Mens team is currently mid table but will be playing Aunt Sally in the summer.
Quiz League
The Quiz team have just finished the winter league. They finished 2 nd in their division of eight in both the main
league and the end of the evening blockbuster quiz. In the themed evenings they performed consistently well
and finished 3rd in the Sports Quiz. The summer league starts at the beginning of May and if you fancy putting
a team together there is room for a second team in Bletchington. Contact Vince O’Connor if interested.
Football
The team look like finishing fifth in division three of the Witney and district League. They are in the Jack
Busby Memorial Trophy semi-final.
Cricket
The Cricket Club has a new chairman in Gary Adamson who has succeeded John Brown after many years of
service .Indoor nets have started. See the Cricket Club website for full details.

Forthcoming Events
FRIDAY APRIL 19TH BINGO 8pm
SATURDAY APRIL 27th Live music with Court in a Storm
FRIDAY 28th JUNE Live music with Jamie Felton
FRIDAY 20th to SUNDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER BEER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY OCTOBER 12th Live music with Sledgehammer
Our social events are open to all including non-members and we welcome everyone. We have Sky Sports and
show most major sporting events on our large screen TV. Feel free to join our Facebook group where most
events are publicised.
Our south facing veranda is the perfect place to wind down on a nice summers evening with a pint. Come and
see what we are about!
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain
pipes have been damaged.
The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Club’s gates as lorries have difficulty
getting into the Club when cars are parked there.

PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND
All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site.
www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com
Bar Opening Hours
Friday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Saturday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Sunday
7.45pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday 8.00pm to 11.00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see
behind bar for weekly details)
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BLETCHINGDON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Visit of HRH Prince Charles, Duke of Cornwall
Eight years ago representatives from village organisations gathered in the Village
Hall to discuss a number of ideas which had been put forward, regarding
possibilities for the future of our village school and village hall. That meeting was
the start of a project which, in partnership with the Duchy of Cornwall who owned
the land at Station Road, grew to provide our children with a new spacious, light
and bright school and, for the entire community, a new Village Hall of which we may be justly proud, and
which will benefit our village for many years to come. Whilst the Bletchingdon Charity and the Village Hall
Charity made enormous contributions to this project, in addition to personal contributions from the
community itself, we were fortunate to have a benefactor, in the form of the Duchy of Cornwall, which
provided substantial support in a number of ways throughout the duration of the project. It is fair to say that
if the Duchy had not made some of the design and indeed financial contributions it did, we would have a
lesser facility than we do today.
The natural progression was for the Duchy to utilise the remainder of its land at Station Road to develop new
housing for our community. In progress are around 60 new homes with a mix of social and open market
housing and a shop, which although built is awaiting a visit from the shop fitting team, sometime in the next
few weeks. This build program has been slower than anticipated with roughly half of the houses finished or
near completion. The entire build should be completed in the next year or so.

It was therefore a great pleasure to welcome HRH Prince Charles, Duke of Cornwall to
Bletchingdon, on 15th February, to acknowledge this ongoing relationship between the
Duchy and our community, with an extended visit at the School, Village Hall, housing
development and shop. The Duke of Cornwall was with us for a couple of hours or so,
during which time he met staff and pupils at the school, members of the Governing
Body, the Bletchingdon Community Foundation, Parish Council, Architects and
builders and many of the contractors currently working on the new houses. It was a
wonderful opportunity for the school children who took great pride in showing Prince
Charles the activities they were currently undertaking. A large number of villagers also
came to greet him and whenever possible snatch a quick conversation. A ceremonial
tree planting concluded his visit.
Do you have some spare time to help support your village charities?
The Bletchingdon Community Foundation (BCF) is looking for two new Trustees to
complement its team. The BCF, itself a charity, is the trustee for the Bletchington Charity
and Bletchingdon Village Hall and the trustees have overall responsibility for the
management of these charities. The BCF meets roughly 4 times per year although there
may be an occasional requirement to represent the BCF at Bletchington Charity or Village
Hall committee meetings.
One of the new Trustees is expected to fulfil a financial role working with the BCF Finance
Manager on all aspects of financial management, and would clearly suit someone with an
accounting background. It is expected this additional commitment would be around 4 hours
per month.
If you are interested please call:
Tony Saunders on 350705
or
Sue Green
on 350895

email: bcf.chair@thebcf.net
email: bcf.finance@thebcf.net
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI
The guest speaker at our February meeting was Carol Mackay who is
Oxfordshire County Council Principal Emergency Planning Officer, she is also a
fire officer. The talk was on County Planning in an Emergency. One of her
duties is to assess the risk of emergencies which can consist of anything from
nuclear situations, terrorism, drought planning, power cuts, festivals and any
other emergencies. One of the emergency situations she raised was to do
with flooding. Her department is responsible for alerting communities to
flood alerts and flood warnings. We were told that people were always tempted to drive through
flooded areas regardless of warning signs explaining the dangers. It was also noted that most of
those caught out by ignoring the signs were people of a certain age (over 65). Oops!!!. There are
many other agencies involved in emergency planning , from social services to the emergency services
(police, fire, ambulance) and this entails considerable coordination and training within all these
services. Most of us were unaware that there is a national Powercut reporting number which is 105.
This was an extremely interesting talk which included practical advice on how to cope in any given
emergency.
Our March meeting was the annual AGM. This is the one time in the year when we
sing “Jerusalem”, not a cappella as usual but accompanied by music. Unfortunately
due to technical difficulties this was the day the music died. Our technical boffin
aka Diane B attempted to remedy the problem but to no avail. Following our
Secretary declaring the sound equipment defunct (not her actual words) and after
much hilarity we carried on regardless as is the manner of the WI. The Bye Laws and the review of
the year were presented by the President and Secretary. The review included a run down of all our
speakers, outings and other activities, including the fund raising for Maggies, McMillan, Bicester food
bank and other worthy causes. The committee will stay the same as last year. Jill Saint, who is a
member of St John’s ambulance, then gave us a short talk on the basics of First Aid which was both
interesting and amusing. It certainly made us aware that we must keep up to date with basic first aid
techniques. The evening was rounded off by a quiz which all members enjoyed. SAS
The WI in Weston meets every third Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All ladies
are welcome to join us. Not only do we have excellent speakers at every meeting, but we also have
various other activities going on. Our next meeting is 17th April and the speaker is John Chipperfield
on “My Life as a Journalist”.
Weston Walkers
For our first walk of 2019 nine of us enjoyed a
bright, if chilly, morning walk at Stowe
Landscape Gardens in February, with the
National Trust restaurant tempting walkers to
stay for lunch!
The weather was kind to us again in March as
eight of us completed a four and a half mile
local walk across to Stonepits and back round
Tollbrook Corner to head down by Starbucks
and back into Weston. The only downside being
the very unpleasant smell as we passed the new
chicken farm!
Our next walk will be on Monday 8 April and
will probably be a morning walk at Wytham Wood, followed by a lunch.
All are welcome to join in as and when, always the second Monday of the month, there is no commitment to
every month, so if you wish to enjoy sociable company, conversation and exercise please come along and join
in or speak to me.
Graham Barnett 01869 350707

- 17 -

- 18 -

Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs M M Knight
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie

14, Coghill
Village Farm
18, Valentia Close
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350162
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856

Clerk: Rebecca McNaught

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com

Tel: 351967

The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would
just like a chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
County Councillor: Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)
Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting
is held, and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice
of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall
facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall. Members of the Public are welcome at
Meetings, but must seek prior permission if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website once they have
been approved.

The next meeting will take place on 25th April, followed by a meeting on 20th May.
There has been an increasing amount of dog mess on pavements around the village over
the last few months. Please pick up after your dog. The Parish Council has provided a
number of dog bins and dog poo bags can be collected from the following locations:
Kidlington Blue Cross, Unit 1 18High St, Kidlington OX5 2DH, Kirtlington Post Office, 1 Troy Lane,
Kirtlington OX5 3HA, Bicester Town Council, The Garth, Launton Rd, Bicester

If you witness dog fouling please report it to the
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL DOG WARDEN
Office hours contact: 01295 227007
Customer Services: 01295 227001
email: customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
The dog warden will investigate any fouling allegations within the district and aims to
respond to the complainant within two working days.
Planning Matters
Notices of Decisions received in February
 19/00010/TCA - Briar Cottage, Weston Rd, Various tree works APPROVED
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council on 28 thFebruary;
 19/00240/F & 19/00241/LB - The Old Rectory, Weston Road – remove existing single-storey
extensions and replace with new single and two storey extensions, internal alterations, clad
existing car port and works to drive entrance. Cllr discussed the plans in depth. Cllrs could
not finalise comments, need more time to think. Clerk to await Cllr comments and speak to
neighbours, then respond. After the meeting Cllrs made no objections.
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The following applications were withdrawn;
 18/01947/F – Park View Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon - Alterations and erection of a
single storey side extension to form double garage and a 2-storey side extension to provide
additional living accommodation. Replace concrete tiles with thatch. WITHDRAWN


18/01949/LB & 18/01948/F – Blacks Head Inn, The Green, Bletchingdon – Internal & external
alterations to and extension of the Blacks Head Inn and upgrading of the existing services and
some external landscaping work: conversion of Well House into serviced guest rooms.
WITHDRAWN

Extract from the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28th February 2019:
033/19 Progress with the stone path from Springwell to Station Road: Cllr Saunders has not heard
anything from Cllr Griffiths. To be chased.
034/19 Litter Bin: It was agreed that the new litter bin should be sited in the corner of the village
hall car park just before the plastic path. Chad will install.
035/19 School Board of Governors: Cllr Saunders sent a letter to the Chair of Governors about the
appointment of the LA representative and had no response. It was agreed that another letter
should be sent inviting the LA representative to attend the Parish Council meetings to report
back.
036/19 Marlborough School Bus: The Clerk reported that parents had organised a final meeting to
agree on a scheme to be held on Tuesday 5th March in the Sports and Social Club. Cllr
Saunders briefly explained options. The Charity had got involved and offered some funding.
037/19 Councillor Priority Funding: Cllr Saunders reported that Notice Board had not been
purchased yet, and asked if there were any more ideas for the last £500 available. Cllr Jordan
suggested kick wall, but others stated that £500 would only part fund that, and that we
already had insurance money to fund that.
038/19 Zebra Crossing: Cllr Saunders reported that the crossing is not raised, but an additional speed
hump has been put in. The Clerk will report the faulty light in one of the beacons, and will
ask Cllr Griffiths who it was that made the final decision about why it was changed from a
raised crossing.
039/19 Sewage Smell: Cllr Saunders reported that Thames Water have requested a network
engineer to come out and look at the manhole covers to see if they could be replaced with
improved ones, but this may not be possible. That is happening in the next week or so, so an
update will be available for next meeting.
Oxfordshire's Citizen Science WaterBlitz
The 8th Thames WaterBlitz will take place on 26th to 29th April 2109. This bi-annual Citizen Science event,
first launched in September 2015, involves hundreds of volunteers carrying out quick and easy to use tests for
phosphates and nitrates in local ponds, lakes, ditches, springs, streams and rivers. The intensive testing done
by volunteers can help identify key pollution sources or clean water spots that act as refuges for some of our
special wildlife that’s more sensitive to water quality, such as the beautiful but rare fen violet.
Registration is now open for the next Thames WaterBlitz between the 26th and 29th of April. Please follow
the steps on this video to register for the event and request your free Freshwater Watch
kit https://ewgis.org/waterblitz-registration/ .
Don't forgot to register before 21st April to allow time for testing kits to be posted.
If you are interested in seeing the data collected during previous WaterBlitz events and getting to know more
about your local freshwater environment, please visit the Freshwater Links
platform: https://freshwaterlinks.org . To register for this year's
WaterBlitz https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org/group/thames-blitz
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Bletchingdon Village Hall for hire
Facilities include –





Café area,
Sprung wooden floor
Meeting rooms/ areas
Options for the whole/part
of the hall space.
 High quality audio and
projector facilities
 Use of a commercial
kitchen*
 Outside spaces
* Commercial kitchen – available to
professional caterers only

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE HALL IS CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 23rd UNTIL JANUARY 2nd
CHARGE RATES Valid until December 31 2018
Community -residents of Bletchingdon & Hampton Poyle for personal or fundraising
events.
Commercial - non-residents or residents running events for personal gain.
Halls: Weekdays.
Whole hall
Large Hall
Small Hall
Community
£11 per hour £10 per hour £10 per hour
Commercial –block booking £16.50 / hour £15 per hour £15 per hour
Commercial – single booking £22 per hour £20 per hour £20 per hour
Halls: Weekends are booked by session.
Morning: 9am to 12 noon, Afternoon: 1pm to 4pm, Evening: 5pm to end.
Community
Commercial

Whole hall
AM/PM £36
Evening £60
AM/PM £65
Evening £130

Large Hall
£30
£50
£60
£120

Small Hall
Please enquire.
Please enquire.

All bookings require £100 deposit for a single session. A deposit is not required for
block bookings

Other rooms and packages available at www.bletchingdon-pc.org
Wedding packages also available at very reasonable rates
Contact Duncan 351542 or bookings@bletchingdon-pc.org.uk
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 Local & Reliable, Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance.
 Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Flat Pack Assembly, Landscaping,
Fencing, Patios, Jet Washing, Decking, Hedge Cutting, Pruning
and Much Much More…………..
 Domestic and commercial, one off jobs and regular maintenance
programmes to suit your needs.
 Fully Insured - No job is too small.
Please call Noel Price on 07884185171 or 01869 351619
noelprice@btinternet.com www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For Domestic Cleaning please call Jayne Price on 07795055202
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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