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BLETCHINGTON
Tel: 01869 350359
e-mail: gretanken@hotmail.com

Kenwood,
Oxford Road.

From the Editor

As you will see from the cover picture, this issue celebrates the 40th Birthday of the Village News!
It began, in Jan/Feb 1979, as a joint venture between Bletchington, Kirtlington and Weston-on-theGreen but, gradually it was decided that each village should produce their own. In those days
articles were typed on to stencils and rolled off on a duplicator. Things have changed since the
introduction of 'modern day technology'!
Please note details of the PTA's Quiz Night on Saturday 2nd March.
We wish the Band success at the regional contest in Stevenage and look forward to their concert on
27th April.
Thank you for all of the contributions to this Issue. Cover designs and articles for inclusion in the
April/May 2019 Issue are welcome at any time but by 23rd March, 2019 at the latest please. For
your convenience it is possible to send your articles, adverts or cover designs directly by e-mail. The
Bletchington Village News e-mail address is Bletchington@aol.com.

The Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting (APCM)
This meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Monday, 1st April at 6 p.m. This is an opportunity to
hear what the church has been doing and make suggestions for the next year.
The Church Electoral Roll is revised every 6 years and this takes place in 2019 in time for the
APCM - everyone presently on the Roll will be sent new forms to complete, but if you would like
your name to be added, please phone 350491 for a form.

TVP Update
Now we are in the midst of the winter months, it is time to review the security of your property.
Things to do include; fitting lighting in dark or hidden entrances and outdoor areas. Use timer lights
indoors when you are out. Lock everything that you possibly can and don’t leave bins near fences or
gates. Don’t keep valuable items near windows, make a list of these and take photos of them.
Please remember that if you see absolutely anything suspicious, please call us. The police will
really appreciate your call. Look out for car registration numbers, persons descriptions, direction of
travel and anything else that you think may be relevant. Your call may help prevent a crime taking
place. Call 101 if it isn’t an emergency and 999 if there is a threat to life or a crime in progress.
Please sign up to Thames Valley Alert. This will enable you to receive emails from the police with
crime updates, witness appeals and crime prevention advice. The link is
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/pages/1177/1/Available sites.html

Congratulations
It doesn’t seem possible that the Village News has been around for 40 years! It is still delivered to
each door in Bletchington as well as by email to many ex-villagers, some as far away as Australia,
who like to keep abreast of ‘goings-on’ in our village.
I’m sure you would all join me in thanking Greta and Ian, who have both been involved from the very
beginning, for all their hard work.
Liz Saunders
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Associate Priest: vacant
Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Secretary: Patricia Hampson
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Members of the PCC: Greta Bickley. Natasha Pitts
Brian Wood (Associate Priest): At Brian's last service on January 27th, he was presented with several gifts
including a rose bowl and cheque and warmly thanked for his 7 years of ministry in the Benefice. We wish him
and Erica a very happy time in their new home in Plymouth. The process of recruiting a new associate priest is
under way and interviews will be held soon.
Services in St. Giles’ Church (unless otherwise stated) in February and March.
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 3 February
Chesterton
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington
Sunday 17 February
Kirtlington
Middleton Stoney
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green
Kirtlington

* Baptism

FEBRUARY 2019

Candlemas
Holy Communion #
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families’
Service*
1100
Morning Worship
1600
Family Service
Third Sunday before Lent
0800
Holy Communion#
0915
Holy Communion
0915
Morning Worship
1000 Family Service
1100
Chesterton Praise
1100
Holy Communion
1800
Evensong #
0800
0915
1100
1100

Sunday 10 February
Kirtlington

Fourth Sunday before Lent
0915
Holy Communion

Chesterton

1100

Holy Communion

Weston o/t Green

1100

Family Service

Sunday 24 February

Second Sunday before Lent

Bletchingdon

1030

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Kirtlington

1600

Messy Church

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 7 Feb, 14 Feb, 21 Feb, 28 Feb
MARCH 2019
Sunday 3 March
Chesterton
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington
Sunday 10 March

Sunday next before Lent
0800
Holy Communion#
0915
Holy Communion
1100 Holy Communion
1100
Young Families’ Service
1100
Morning Worship
1600
Family Service
Lent 1

Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green
Wendlebury

0800
0915
1100
1100
1800

Sunday 24 March
Middleton Stoney
Kirtlington

Lent 3
1030
UB Holy Communion
1600
Messy Church

Holy Communion#
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Evensong#
(Sine Nomine)

Wed 6 March Ash Wednesday
Chesterton

1000

Holy Communion

Weston o/t Green

1930

Holy Communion

Sunday 17 March
Kirtlington
Middleton Stoney
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Weston o/t Green
Kirtlington
Sunday 31 March
Weston o/t Green
Kirtlington

Lent 2
0800
Holy Communion #
0915
Holy Communion
0915
Morning Worship
1000 Family Service
1100
Chesterton Praise
1100
Holy Communion
1800
Evensong #
Lent 4 /Mothering Sunday
0930
Holy Communion
1600
Benefice
Mothering Sunday Service

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 7 Mar, 14 Mar, 21 Mar, 28 Mar
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Ash Wednesday is on 6 March, an important day in the church’s year. All church members are encouraged
to observe the beginning of Lent. There is a service at St Mary, Weston on the Green at 1930. The preacher
is The Rev’d Lucy Thirtle, who is a priest in the neighbouring Ray Valley benefice.
Advance Notice: Lent Lectures - Wednesdays in Lent. A series of Lent talks, on the relationship between
Science and Faith. The first one will be on Artificial Intelligence by the Bishop of Oxford on 13 March. More
details to follow.
Mothering Sunday, 31 March: A combined Benefice Family Service will be held at Kirtlington at 1600.
The speaker will be April Beckerleg from the Bicester Team.
Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service,
usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not come along
and see for yourselves!
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or the
Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk
There is also a new Twitter site on
https://twitter.com/AkemanBenefice If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please get
in touch on 350491.
Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Gareth (address above).
We are always pleased to hear from people who would like to talk about baptism, weddings or funerals or who
would like a church service to celebrate a special occasion. You are also very welcome to contact the Ministry
Team if you would like to talk about matters of faith and belief.

Benefice Day : do reserve Saturday 1 June in your diary now for a lovely Benefice Day in the
Cotswolds, being led by Jonathan Lamb, CEO and minister-at-large of Keswick Ministries, and who
for many years led an international ministry to help preachers preach well. Good food and lovely
countryside also in the mix!
Second Sunday is a monthly group for young teenagers. More details from Gareth or Mandy Jones
(351771).
An introduction to organ for young keyboard players: led by Malcolm Pearce, formerly Director of Music
at Magdalen College School. Saturday, February 16th, 1030 – 1230 Wolvercote, St Peter’s Church, OX2
8AQ. Cost £10. A morning for young musicians (11 – 18) who would like to find out about the organ and its
music, and learn the basics of organ playing on one of Oxford’s newest pipe organs. Participants should have
some facility on the piano or other keyboard instrument. Booking: Peter Stutfield
(peter.stutfield@googlemail.com)
Christmas Services: Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the tree, crib and church. Thios year the
Crib Service and Carol Service were held together and the church was full. Thank you also to Bletchington
Silver Band for their excellent playing.
Christingle Service: The annual service for the work of the Children's Society was held on Sunday, 20 th
January. Although there were not many children at the service, several 'candles' have been taken back to school
and so the exact amount collected for the Society for their work in helping vulnerable children is not yet
known. Thankyou to Joanna Clifford for taking the 'candles' to school and talking to the children, Paul Clifford
for leading the service and to Judith Ledger for the preparation of the oranges.
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Letter from The Rector
Dear friends
I write this on the eve of the ‘meaningful vote’ in the House of Commons, and as the deadline for this
letter is today I am in the tantalising position of not being able to reflect on the outcome. I gather it is
even possible that the vote on the Prime Minister’s ‘deal’ may not take place at all if one of the
amendments is approved.
How we discuss thing together as families, communities and nations is important. I am not convinced that
the debate over our relationship with continental Europe has been conducted in a thoughtful and civilised
way.
When the then Archbishop of Canterbury called the bishops of the Anglican Communion together for the
2008 Lambeth Conference he asked them to meet for discussion in indabas. He said this:
"We have given these the name indaba groups, groups where in traditional African culture people get
together to sort out the problems that affect them all, where everyone has a voice and where there is an
attempt to find a common mind or a common story that everyone is able to tell when they go away from
it: ‘This is how we approached it. This is what we heard. This is where we arrived as we prayed and
thought and talked together.’ "
Good relationships are characterised by a deep process of mutual listening and learning, like a dance – a
two-way partnership with neither side dominating. Likewise, conversations need time and room to grow.
It’s helpful to see every conversation as a potential learning experience. Very often we react far too
quickly to what we hear. You make a point and I react. Responding, rather than reacting, has a different
quality to it. It may only take a nanosecond longer, but the person who is responding has taken a
moment to process what is being said and can reply from a more considered place. What is going on
beneath the surface? What else do I need to know that might help me to understand why this person is
thinking or behaving in this way? Can I learn anything from their body language? Do I need to ask for
some clarification? Do I need to think about timing? Is what I am about to say helpful/necessary? Am I
owning my own feelings? Am I aware of my own biases? I suppose what I am saying is ‘Listen to the
music as well as the words.’
In the conversations about our nation’s future, I hope that, whatever the outcome (and we might know it
by the time you read this!), we will try to listen to one another more attentively. It’s easy for people to
feel left out, or patronised, or misunderstood when others assume a monopoly of truth or insight. This
applies not only to nations, but to families and village communities as well.
Several people commented to me how hard they had found being together in large family groupings over
Christmas. That is sometimes not only the hardest, but also the best place to practise some of these skills.
Gareth
Letter from Rev Brian Wood, Chesterton Rectory
By the time you read this, I shall no longer be the House for Duty Associate Priest for the Akeman Benefice.
I shall still and always be Rev Brian.
I have enjoyed serving you in all the parishes that the church 'lumped together' in the Akeman Benefice, and I
hope you will feel we were here for you. We have enjoyed our time with you.
You will continue to be welcome to visit at any time.
Erica and I will be moving (The Rectory goes with the job- or 'office' as the C of E calls it) at the end of
March. Our current plan is to move to Plymouth (it's warmer there, and on the coast) although we are very
attracted to Ireland, where we felt very 'at home' when we visited two years ago. I have fond memories of a
Galway Hooker (it's a beer!).
We have a lot of packing to do, with a lot of downsizing.
Please pray for Gareth and all those seeking to carry forward the work of the church here into the next
chapter; and for Erica and me and our family.
We will still be contactable on my current email. May you feel God's blessing upon you always.
Rev Brian

revbrianwood@gmail.com
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Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School
Dear Everyone,
It has been a very busy time in school since Christmas with lots of exciting learning going on. In Owl
Class they are studying Ernest Shackleton and recreating the journey. All the children had to apply
for a job on the ship and were interviewed for their roles. It was all very serious. In Kingfishers the
topic on the Celts is going well with lots of hard work and Celtic jewellery being made. The
Woodpeckers are looking at Australia where they have learnt that it is much hotter than here!!
Robin Class are busy learning nursery rhymes and acted out Incy Wincy Spider.
Best wishes
From everyone at Bletchingdon Primary School
Contributions from the children
A report from Woodpecker Class with an important message when there are so many bugs around.
Now wash your hands!
In Woodpecker Class we did an investigation in science
to find out what happens if you don’t wash your
hands. We had 3 pieces of bread and on one we used
dirty hand to put it in a bag, on one we used gloves
and the last one we washed hands. We left it for about
four days. When we looked at it the dirty hands bread
was blue and quite mouldy. The gloved hand bread was a little bit yellow and the clean hands a tiny
bit of mould. We learnt that we should wash her hands because there are germs on everybody’s
hands and the germs hide under your nails.
The message from Woodpeckers is always WASH YOUR HANDS!!
Sylvie (5) and Caisey-Paige (6)

Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Karen Donaghey

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to see Jackie in the office.
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Bletchingdon Primary School PTA Update
Thank you to all those who have supported Bletchingdon School Parent Teacher Association, and in
particular those who supported our Christmas festivities.
We were proud to be part of the
School Christmas Fair and it was
so lovely to see the wonderful
creations made by the children.
The raffle was drawn on that
afternoon and we were over the
moon to report that a whopping
£600 was raised.
Thank you to all those businesses
and individuals who donated a
prize and to everyone who sold
and bought tickets.
We also supported the nativity
and carols performances,
donations for refreshments at
those events raised £98 for
national charities; again thank you
to all those who were able to
donate.
2019 events
Our annual quiz is back by popular
demand on March 2nd this year.
We look forward to seeing many
of you there!

The PTA is continuing to look at ideas for events and fundraising and would welcome your views on
new ideas for this year.
GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES
We started the new year with some new Brownies taking us up to 19. The Brownies are all working
on the new badge programme with skills builders first aid stage three.
Also we celebrated Australia Day by having fairy bread and made a penguin game.
Some of the Brownies are doing badges at home.
We are hoping to take some of the Brownies to the Gang Show where we have some Brownies,
Guides and Young Leaders performing
To join us go to www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
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Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme
Do you have a spare room in your house?
Share your home and make a difference
Do you feel that you could offer support to someone in order to make a difference to their life? If so, you could
be just the person we are looking for!!
The Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme supports carers to provide paid care and support in their own home to
vulnerable adults.
People who use the service need practical and emotional support in order to live their lives more fully and
independently and feel part of a family household. They may have a learning disability, physical disability or
mental health need or they could be an older person or someone with dementia.
Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from all walks of life who feel they can offer this type of paid
support in their own home. It could be anything from occasional short breaks or day time support through to a
longer term full time arrangement. The support that our carers give makes a huge difference to the lives of
people using the service, often enabling them to experience new opportunities and reach new goals.
No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide, they all receive on-going support and training from a
team of qualified social workers to ensure delivery of high quality, person centred care. They could also be paid
up to just over £400 per week for each person they support.
There are also regular opportunities to meet up with other carers and people who use the service at social and
information events so a wider support network is also available.
If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a key part in making a positive difference to someone’s
life, then we really want to hear from you!
Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865 897971 or visit our website
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives .
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THE BLETCHINGTON CHARITY
The purpose of the Charity is to help persons resident in our parish who are in need, hardship or distress.
The Charity may make grants of money, or provide or pay for items, services or facilities intended to help
people of all ages.

The type of grants available are as follows:Fuel allowances during the cold weather.
Assistance with travel expenses to hospital, clinics, etc,
for individuals or their relatives.
Assistance with disability aids.
Student grants (to assist with the cost of travel expenses, books, etc.)
Education supplies for children, or support for adults who are retraining.
TV licenses for those who may be isolated in their homes.
If you wish to apply for a grant please write to the Charity Secretary – Mrs Heather Smith, at 15, St Giles,
(01869 350417) explaining the reason for your application. The Charity may request additional information,
but assures all applicants that the information will remain confidential.
The Committee members administering the Charity for the BFC are:Howard Dellar (Chair), Julie Fenn, Sue Green (Treasurer), Sue Lane, Greta Bickley, Andrea Lambert, Sue Macready
and Heather Smith (Secretary)

Weston Walkers
Having had our customary break in December and January, our first walk of 2019 will be a morning
walk at Stowe Landscape Gardens on Monday 11 th February, with an opportunity for a light lunch in
the National Trust restaurant.
Entry to Stowe is of course free for National Trust members but non-members will need to pay the
relevant entrance charge.
We will meet on the Village Hall car park at 9.30 am to pool cars for travel to Stowe.
All are welcome to join in as and when, always the second Monday of the month, usually in the
afternoon. There is no commitment to every month, so if you wish to enjoy sociable company,
conversation and exercise please come along and join in or speak to me.
Graham Barnett 01869 350707

Don’t let the sparks fly this winter
Nearly 50% of all chimney fires in Oxfordshire
happen during January, February and March. If you
enjoy cosying up in front of a log fire, make sure the
sparks don't fly at home this winter.
Have a cosy home not a fire zone
 Get your chimney swept at least once a year,
if you regularly have log fires get it swept
more frequently
 If you have a 1st floor fireplace check that it is
clear of debris
 Store logs away from the fireplace
Find out more at: www.365alive.co.uk
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April. Renewal forms will be distributed in due
course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward
on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a
friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Pool, Bar Billiards,
football and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £8 for an
individual annual social membership or £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens
or under 18 years of age. Come and have a look for yourselves.
Bar Billiards
The Tuesday team are 3rd in the Eynsham league. In the Witney league the A team are 3rd in their section with
new boy Will Cormack securing his fist 2 wins. The B team are also 3rd in their section.
Darts
The Tuesday ladies team are going okay whilst the Wednesday team are top of section 2.
Quiz League
The Quiz team have been fairly consistent and are currently 2nd in their division. The only team that has beaten
them twice is the league leaders. The hope is that they can consolidate their position.
Football
The 1st eleven has been withdrawn from the league due to difficulties in fielding a side leaving one team in
division three of the Witney and district League.
Cricket
The Cricket Club has a new chairman in Gary Adamson who has succeeded John Brown after many years of
service. See the Cricket Club website for full details.
Pool
Congratulations to Chris Thorne on beating Joe Harding in the final of the Club Pool competition.

Forthcoming Events
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16TH BINGO 8pm
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 23RD CASINO NIGHT
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain
pipes have been damaged.
The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Club’s gates as lorries have difficulty
getting into the Club when cars are parked there.

PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND
All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site.
www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com
Bar Opening Hours
Friday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Saturday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Sunday
7.45pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday
8.00pm to 11.00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see behind
bar for weekly details)
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
The Band enjoyed a well-earned rest after our busy Christmas season, the highlight of which was our
annual Christmas concert which was a lovely festive occasion, complemented by a hall full of new and old
friends. The music included lots of Christmas favourites and included four pieces from our B Band, who
never fail to make an impression with their ever increasing confidence and skill, under the guidance of
their musical Director, Mikaela Barwick. Thank you to anyone who donated a raffle prize for the
occasion. Your support is very much appreciated.
A massive thank you, also, to everyone who donated to the Band as we played carols around the village at
Christmas, unfortunately the weather got the best of us and we could go no further at 2 pm when it
poured with rain.
We held our AGM on 1st February where it was our pleasure to invite Sheldon Barwick to continue as our
Musical Director and our opportunity to thank him for all his hard work. Thank you too to our retiring
Chairman Rory Gratwohl. Our new committee is as follows : Gaynor Bevan (Chair), Mikaela Barwick
(Secretary), Olivier Masseglia (Treasurer), Tony Saunders (Bandmaster), Liz Saunders (Librarian), Jane
Masseglia (Engagements secretary), Carrie Hartwell (Contest Secretary), Sharon Pumares (B Band Rep),
Laura Gratwohl (Publicity Officer), Bridget Owen and David Taylor (Senior Reps) and William Pumares
(Junior Rep).
The following awards were also presented: Olive Kenny award to Della Dawe, Chairman’s award to
Anashe Nugaha, Dorothy Pearman shield to William Pumares, Sid Pearman shield to The Back Row
Cornet section and Players’ player award to Liz Saunders.
Our next concert, on 27th April, will be a ‘ Pick and Mix ‘ night and so far we have had a huge response to
our request for suggestions of music for the Band to play. The Band is really enjoying rehearsing your
choices and we can guarantee there will be something for everyone to enjoy in the programme.
As well as rehearsing for our Concert at this time of year, the Band is preparing for our annual regional
contest in Stevenage in March. This year’s chosen piece is called Stantonbury Festival which suits our
style of playing, so with lots of luck we may be able to match, or better our 9th place at last year’s contest.

100 YEARS AGO
Extracts from the Minutes of Parish Council Meetings held in February and March 1919:1st February: Only Lord Valentia and Mr Bartlett were present. Lord Valentia had written:“Owing to the state of the road the Clerk was unable to be present.
No quorum”.
17th March 1919: The meeting for the Election of Parish Councillors was held by order of the Local
Government Board on March 17th. The Chair was taken at 7.00pm by Lord Valentia who retired on
nomination. Mr Upstone was proposed as Chairman by Lord Valentia seconded by Mr Bartlett.
There were 7 nomination papers handed in:Lord Valentia
proposed by Joseph Eeley
seconded H.Savins
Arthur H Bartlett
”
Charles Bazeley
”
H.T.Upstone
Charles Bazeley
”
Arthur H Bartlett
“
N. Bainbow
Thomas C Hickman
“
Frank Matthews
“
Charles Taylor
Marlin Potter
“
Alexander W. Rogers ”
Charles Taylor
J.F. Savin
“
Alexander W. Rogers “
Henry Savin
H.C.Witcombe
“
Hubert J Upstone
“
J.F. Savin
The above candidates were declared elected.
There were 7 Electors present. The meeting closed at 7.25.
17th March 1919:
Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was then held – Lord Valentia in the Chair:The Charity accounts were brought forward :£.

S.

d.

Balance in hand at Dec 31st (1918)
32. 2. 5.
March 17th 1919
19. 1. 8 .5
There were 7 electors present. - A discussion ensued regarding the thatching of the Oxford Lane* Cottage
belonging to the Charity Trustees – Lord Valentia kindly said he would lend his man there being no-one else
available.
*This would have been in the field where Lenthal was built
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THURSDAY CLUB
We start the year with a meeting in February. We will be having pancakes and games.
Everyone is welcome.
Anyone from the age of 50 is welcome to join the club.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month in the Village Hall at 2 o’clock.
FIFTY YEARS AGO
Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting, chaired by Mr A Eeley, held on 7th February, 1969:“Accounts for Payment: The following accounts were passed for payment:Mrs G.B.Knight – School Caretaker (4 meetings)
£1.12.0d
Oxford & District Water Board – Village standpipe
£1.10.0d
S.E.B. Altering Clocks for early morning lighting £5.50.0 }
Altering time switches
£8.10.0 } } £31.3.7d
Supply & Maintenance
£17.8.7 }
E. Taylor - Clerk’s Salary £15.00 Typing Minutes £3.00
Clerks Expenses £1.70
£19.7.0d
Approval was also given to the following accounts which were paid on August 6th (1968) but not previously
recorded in the Minutes:S.E.B. Supply & Maintenance
£13.7.3d
Oxf & Dist. Water Board – Standpipe
15s 0d
Highways: The Chairman reported that the O.C.C. had undertaken to carry out certain improvements to the
Oxford Road and to provide a lay-by at the telephone kiosk.
Resolved - that a letter be written to the O.C.C. asking for the grass verges in front of the four cottages
adjoining the kiosk to be involved in this improvement.
Street Lighting: The plan of the street-lighting for the new housing estate supplied by Ploughley R.D.C. was
approved, subject to a request for a further light on the footpath adjacent to the Village Hall.
New Housing Site – Bartletts Piece: The Chairman said that he would speak to the builders regarding the
state of the entrances near the Village Hall and at Valentia Close.
Annual Parish Meeting: It was agreed to hold the APM in the Village Hall on 26th March 1969 at 7.30pm.
The Parish Council agreed that notices should be distributed to each household during the week ending 22nd
March 1969.
Bus Services: Resolved – that a letter be written to the Oxford City Bus Co. opposing the withdrawal of the
evening works bus from Cowley to Bletchingdon.
Extracts from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26th March, 1969:Present: Chairman - Mr A Eeley & 30 electors.
The notice of meeting was read and the Minutes of the APM held on 14th March 1968 were read and
confirmed.
Preservation of Wild Life: The Chairman introduced Mr Bruce Campbell, who gave a film show and spoke
upon the preservation of wild life, after which he answered question.
Village Fete: At the request of the Village Hall Sub-Committee, it was agreed to recommend that the Village
Fete should be held again during 1969, the proposed date being 23rd August.
Parish Council Report: The Chairman gave a report of the Parish Council’s activities during the past year.
Presentation of Accounts: The Charity Accounts, Village Hall a/c’s and Parish Council accounts were
presented.
Best Kept Village Competition: It was agreed to enter this competition.
Street Lighting : - Resolved – that the Parish Council be asked to obtain quotations for installing a sodium
street lighting system in accordance with modern standards.
Council for the Preservation of Rural England: It was suggested that a donation of £5.5.0 be made to the CPRE
National Appeal Year.
Swimming Pool – Kidlington: It was resolved that a letter be written to the Kidlington Parish Council giving
support to their efforts to obtain a swimming pool.
Canal Bridge: In view of the delay in the improvements to the A4095 at Enslow Canal Bridge, it was resolved
that a letter should be written to Mr John Hay MP asking for this matter to be given greater priority.
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Kirtlington & Bletchington Historical Society

Football’s First Fine Flourish
Haydn Middleton

We hear a lot of talk nowadays - not to mention false promises - about ‘football coming home’, but what was
our national game like before it ever left these shores, during the era stretching from 1872 to the eve of
World War One? The noted Reading FC historian and social commentator Roger Titford (English Football’s
First Boom Period, 22 November 2018) gave us some intriguing insights.

Reading FC in 1892, as ‘players’ wrested the game from the hands of
‘gentlemen’. Their day jobs included: factory worker, railway clerk,
hotelier, estate agent, soldier, brewery chemist, scrap merchant,
carpenter, schoolmaster and bandsman. But not a single one of them
yet turned up for games in a Lamborghini Aventador!

No one in the audience needed to be a rabid Match of the Day fan to appreciate the part which this
increasingly professional sport played in what Roger
Standing room only (for those with good
called ‘urban consumption culture’ at the turn of the
th
balance) at the FA Cup Final of 1914, played at
20 century and in the honing of a sense of municipal
Crystal Palace.
identity, or to appreciate some of his bizarre titbits of
information – like the fact that the first floodlit match
was played as early as 1878, in Sheffield, with a
spotlight trained on the ball and following it around the
ground!
Few can now doubt that football is our greatest
sporting export. And the drive began early, with 23
clubs playing in 15 different countries in 1912. One year
later, a Reading side was dubbed ‘the greatest team
ever seen in Italy’ – an accolade that quite possibly no
longer holds. Roger is to be heartily thanked for sharing the fruits of his research; also for introducing many of
us to the (best carefully-pronounced) adjective ‘homosocial’ to describe relationships between male club
members!

The next meetings of the Historical Society will be on 28th February when Pam Marnix will tell
us the story of Oxford’s Jewish Quarter, and 28th March when Dr David Butterfield will speak
about the accidental survival of the book that solves your life: Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura.
Do join us - guests and new members welcome.

Live Better. Live Well Oxfordshire
Looking for information about services and activities in Oxfordshire?
Then Oxfordshire County Council’s Live Well Oxfordshire directory is the place to start your search - the easy
to search online directory brings together over 2000 services and activities. From care services to help people
stay independent, transport services to help people get out and about, and new hobbies for people to enjoy to
local carer groups. You’ll find useful information and advice on a range of subjects – all aimed at giving you
greater choice and control over the support and services you or a loved one need
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell
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I write as Parliament gets into full swing again and Brexit looks to dominate media attention once
more. However, despite the obsession of the press and media with Brexit I am sure many will be
relieved to know that there are a number of other serious parliamentary issues which are still being
dealt with. This month write to share some of the things not in the headlines but, I think, important.
Feedback suggests that Universal Credit is generally welcomed but I know that many people have
been concerned with the implementation of it. I was pleased to see changes in the delivery and that
with this the rollout remains on track. I have raised queries with Ministers and work with them as we
move forward. The changes introduced will give Universal Credit a fresh Parliamentary mandate and
will make sure the system is working in the interests of every claimant. In the Budget we agreed to
spend an extra £1.7 billion on higher payments that help 200,000 workers.
Oxfordshire Lowland Rescue Charity may not be a particularly well known charity but it does
important work assisting the police in the search for vulnerable missing persons. It is part of a
national charity and I was delighted to learn of new government funding awarded to Oxfordshire. This
funding is part of a £1 million package being awarded to dozens of charities working to keep inland
waterways around the country safe, helping with the cost of new equipment to help volunteer search
teams save lives more quickly and easily. Oxfordshire Lowland Search & Rescue will receive
£11,883.60, to ensure that it can continue to keep people safe. As it says itself, "if a vulnerable
person is missing then it is vital to their chances of survival that they are found quickly".
It is disturbing to learn that guide dog owners are turned away by businesses because of their dog. I
was pleased to be able to support a recent event in Parliament run by the charity Guide Dogs to raise
awareness of this discrimination against guide dog owners and to learn of the impact of this on
people. Although it is against the law to refuse access to a disabled person accompanied by an
assistance dog, except in exceptional circumstances, a Guide Dogs survey found that three quarters
of assistance dog owners reported that they experienced this problem.
I share the growing concerns at the increase in mental health problems, especially among young
people, and am thus pleased that in Oxfordshire children and young people's mental health services
are to be transformed as the county becomes one of 25 trailblazer areas across the country that puts
the NHS and schools together to transform mental health care. This is welcome news of much
needed support for young people.
Finally, you may like to know that Heathrow's consultation on the use of airspace and future
operations has now opened and will run until 4 th March 2019. This provides the opportunity to
contribute to Heathrow's plans for future airspace use and on their proposals for how the airport will
operate. The consultation is the next stage in the process to redesign the airspace for an expanded
Heathrow. This is part of the Government's wider Airspace Modernisation Strategy aiming to make
airspace more efficient by improving punctuality; cutting CO2 emissions; better managing noise by
using multiple routes; reducing holding aircraft at low levels; and ensuring capacity to meet future
demand. You can give feedback on line or the nearest location to attend a consultation is
Maidenhead on 7th February. More information can be found online at
www.heathrowconsultation.com
If there is an issue that concerns you please do let me know. you can email me at
howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at the House of Commons (House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA) or my constituency office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD).
If you would like to know more about my work on behalf of the Government and the Constituency
please do look at my website which is regularly updated. The address is www.johnhowellmp.com.
Further details of the work of Parliament is available on the parliament website at www.parliament.uk.
As always, I am interested to hear constituent’s views on the proposals before the House.
If you would like to receive my periodic electronic newsletters and briefings on specific issues, please
email me at asking to be subscribed. You can also follow me on Facebook
www.facebook.com/JohnHowellOxfordshire or on twitter @JHowellUK
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
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WESTON ON THE GREEN WI
Our December meeting was Weston WI annual Christmas supper. A delicious spread was provided by
the committee with seasonal mulled wine and three beautifully decorated tables which were
highlighted by Julia’s wonderful festive flower displays giving the tables a real Christmassy feel. The
evenings entertainment was provided by “Old Gold” singers, a trio from Kidlington comprising of
Steve on the piano keyboard, Mick on guitar and Marilyn singing. The entertained us with 60’s
songs, country and western and rounded the evening off with Christmas Carols. We were all
encouraged to sing along with all the songs and it is amazing how we all remembered the lyrics. Marilyn
delighted us with some “senior jokes” that certainly made us chuckle. The trio joined us for supper and the
evening was rounded off with a Christmas quiz. We all left in high spirits and full of Christmas music and
cheer.
The January was a talk on “Exploring Venus and Mars” given by Colin Wilson a researcher
at the Dept of Physics at Oxford University whose main interests are in our terrestrial
planetary neighbours Venus and Mars. He explained to us that Mars is like a very cold
desert and Venus is the hottest planet in the solar system thereby making the
exploration of Mars more practical than Venus because of its similarity to the Earths
atmosphere. Colin explained that not only was NASA involved in Mars exploration but the
following countries will be carrying out their own exploratory missions: The UAE and China in 2020, India in
2022 and Japan in 2024. It was interesting to hear that the UAE have more women on their science team than
any other country. It is clear from a practical perspective that Mars is unique across the entire solar system in
that it is a terrestrial planet with an atmosphere and climate, also Its geology is known to be very diverse and
complex (like Earth), and it appears that the climate of Mars has changed over its history (like Earth). A very
interesting but complex talk and Colin has promised to return to tell us more of the exploration of Venus. SAS
The WI in Weston meets every third Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All ladies are
welcome to join us and we were delighted to have five new members join us in January. Not only do we have
excellent speakers at every meeting, we also have various other activities going on. Our February meeting will
be a talk by Carol Mackay on County Planning in an emergency.

1st Kirtlington Scout Group
Can you help us?

We are looking for new adult volunteers to help lead our Beaver meetings on Friday evenings,
6.00 – 7.15pm.
Girls and boys, aged 6-8 years, from Kirtlington and the surrounding villages join us on a Friday
night at the scout hut. Their programme is made up of a range of indoor and outdoor activities,
earning badges and having LOTS of fun!
No previous scouting experience necessary. Training opportunities available locally for adult
volunteers to learn new skills with the Scout Association.
For further information please contact our
Group Scout Leader, Simon Goddard.
sdg1stk@gmail.com
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Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs M M Knight
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Mr A Jordan
Ms R Pirie

14, Coghill
Village Farm
18, Valentia Close
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
The Malt House, Weston Road
12 Valentia Close

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350162
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 226500
Tel: 350856

Clerk: Rebecca McNaught Email: bletchpc@gmail.com Tel: 351967
The Clerk works on a flexible basis from the Village Hall. If you have any concerns, ideas or would
just like a chat please email or leave an answerphone message and she will get back to you.
District Councillors:
County Councillor:

Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, except December when no meeting is held,
and in January we meet earlier in the month in order to discuss the precept request. Notice of meetings are
always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on the Bus Shelter wall facing the Green. The
Meetings are held at the Village Hall. Members of the Public are welcome at Meetings, but must seek prior
permission if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.
Agendas and minutes of meetings can be viewed on the Parish Council website

The next meeting will take place on 28th February, followed by a
meeting on 28th March.
There has been an increasing amount of dog mess on pavements around the village over the last few
months. Please pick up after your dog. The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins and
dog poo bags can be collected from the following locations:
Kidlington Blue Cross, Unit 1 18High St, Kidlington OX5 2DH, Kirtlington Post Office, 1 Troy
Lane, Kirtlington OX5 3HA, Bicester Town Council, The Garth, Launton Rd, Bicester
If you witness dog fouling please report it to the
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL DOG WARDEN
Office hours contact: 01295 227007
Customer Services: 01295 227001
email: customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
The dog warden will investigate any fouling allegations within the district and aims to respond to the
complainant within two working days.

Planning Matters
Notices of Decisions received in November
 18/01203/F - Investfront Ltd – redevelopment of the site to provide 2 no. detached dwellings
following removal of existing function hall – the Oxfordshire Inn, Heathfield – REFUSED
 18/00311/TCA-Manor House, Islip Rd, 62x Leylandii Fell – Notice of intent approved.
Notices of Decisions received in December
 18/01801/F – Orchard House, Weston Rd, demolition of existing house, revised scheme – PERMITTED
11/12/18
 18/01739/F – Grove Farm, Pinchgate Lane, erection of 2 extensions to existing livestock units –
PERMITTED 29/11/18
Notices of Decisions received in January
 18/00382/TCA – Quincotts, Islip Road – T1 x Silver – crown reduction – Notice of intent approved
18/1/19
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The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council on 29thNovember;
 18/01901/F – Hawthorn House, 5 Ingleby Paddocks, Enslow – erection of porch to front elevation –
Cllrs raised no objections.
 18/01947/F – Park View Cottage, Church End, Bletchingdon - Alterations and erection of a single
storey side extension to form double garage and a 2-storey side extension to provide additional living
accommodation. Replace concrete tiles with thatch. Cllrs support this application to restore cottage.
 18/01949/LB & 18/01948/F – Blacks Head Inn, The Green, Bletchingdon – Internal & external
alterations to and extension of the Blacks Head Inn and upgrading of the existing services and some
external landscaping work: conversion of Well House into serviced guest rooms. – Cllrs spent a
considerable time discussing the plans. PC support this application.
The following applications were circulated to Parish Councillors outside of a Meeting;
 18/02076/ADV – Mid-Counties Co-Op – 2 externally illuminated fascia signs and 1 non-illuminated
hanging sign - Plans were circulated to Parish Councillors outside of Meeting - no objections raised,
but requested lights be turned off when store closed.
 18/01969/F & 18/01970/LB – Bletchingdon Park Estate - Alterations to the house and grounds,
including underground spa and parking and reformed swimming pool – again this was circulated to
Parish Councillors. No objections.
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council on 10 th January;
 18/00382/TCA – Quincotts, Islip Rd - T1x Silver – crown reduction – No objections
 18/01945/F & 18/01946/LB – Bletchingdon Park Estate – Various works to parkland – area to be
discussed – Erection of new buildings to form new Estate Yard and associated buildings. Cllr Saunders
read parishioner, Jill Saint, letter, which had been sent to CDC. A discussion of the plans was then
had. In summary, the main concerns were height of the 5 buildings in a Conservation Area, the
concealed entrance on a National Speed Limit road, the concern about traffic movements in and out
of this new entrance and across the public footpath known as ‘Church Walk’ and concerns about the
construction process.
***************************************************************************
Adverts
N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News
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Your advert could be
here for only

£15.00
Per Year
(6 issues per year)
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Bletchingdon Village Hall for hire
Facilities include –





Café area,
Sprung wooden floor
Meeting rooms/ areas
Options for the whole/part
of the hall space.
 High quality audio and
projector facilities
 Use of a commercial
kitchen*
 Outside spaces
* Commercial kitchen – available to
professional caterers only

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE HALL IS CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 23rd UNTIL JANUARY 2nd
CHARGE RATES Valid until December 31 2018
Community -residents of Bletchingdon & Hampton Poyle for personal or fundraising
events.
Commercial - non-residents or residents running events for personal gain.
Halls: Weekdays.
Whole hall
Large Hall
Small Hall
Community
£11 per hour £10 per hour £10 per hour
Commercial –block booking £16.50 / hour £15 per hour £15 per hour
Commercial – single booking £22 per hour £20 per hour £20 per hour
Halls: Weekends are booked by session.
Morning: 9am to 12 noon, Afternoon: 1pm to 4pm, Evening: 5pm to end.
Community
Commercial

Whole hall
AM/PM £36
Evening £60
AM/PM £65
Evening £130

Large Hall
£30
£50
£60
£120

Small Hall
Please enquire.
Please enquire.

All bookings require £100 deposit for a single session. A deposit is not required for
block bookings

Other rooms and packages available at www.bletchingdon-pc.org
Wedding packages also available at very reasonable rates
Contact Duncan 351542 or bookings@bletchingdon-pc.org.uk
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 Local & Reliable, Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance.
 Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Flat Pack Assembly, Landscaping,
Fencing, Patios, Jet Washing, Decking, Hedge Cutting, Pruning
and Much Much More…………..
 Domestic and commercial, one off jobs and regular maintenance
programmes to suit your needs.
 Fully Insured - No job is too small.
Please call Noel Price on 07884185171 or 01869 351619
noelprice@btinternet.com www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For Domestic Cleaning please call Jayne Price on 07795055202
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DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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