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BLETCHINGTON
Tel: 01869 350359
e-mail: gretanken@hotmail.com

Kenwood,
Oxford Road.

From the Editor

It is good to report that five of the new houses in Duchy Field will be occupied in the near future not many, but it's a start. Hopefully more will be ready in the not too distant future. It is also good
to see that our Village Hall will be hosting a number of events, as usual. The Wednesday morning
cafe is well worth a visit and the café is also now open on Monday afternoons 2.30 – 5.30p.m.
Also please note the Royal Bletchington Fayre being held on Saturday 19th May.
Congratulations to the Band on being the best Band from Oxfordshire in the recent Regional
Competition. Please note that their Spring Concert will be held, in the Village Hall, on Saturday 21st
April.
Thank you to the school children for their contributions to this Issue. Congratulations to the
Headmistress on her forthcoming marriage when she will become Mrs Cheriton. We are sorry to
hear that Mrs Kelly is leaving and wish her well for the future.
Thank you to those of you who submitted articles by the date requested. I'm afraid that we will
have to make the same request for the next Issue as Whitsun falls on the last weekend of May
(27th/28th), therefore the last date for articles, advert or cover designs to be submitted will be 22nd
May, 2018.
For your convenience it is possible for you to send your articles, adverts or cover designs directly by
e-mail. The Bletchington Village News e-mail address is Bletchington@aol.com

Annual Church meeting : The annual church parochial meeting (APCM) will be held in the village hall on
April 17th at 7.30pm. The meeting is open for everyone to hear about the church in the past year and to help us
plan for the next year. If you would like to add your name to (or remove your name from) the Church Electoral
Roll, or join the Parochial Church Council, please let us know.
Services at Easter: There are several services in the week before Easter throughout the Benefice (see list
inside), but in particular, we have a Family Service in St. Giles on Good Friday at 10 a.m. (with Hot Cross
Buns afterwards) and Easter Communion at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 1 st April. We would be delighted to see you.
Ladies of Bletchington: If you would like to join a very friendly group of ladies, hear interesting talks and
have delicious refreshments, why not come along to Weston-on-the-Green W.I. We meet on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7.30 in the Village Hall (in Weston). Through the WI, there is access to all sorts
of other talks, crafts and outings, not to mention courses at Denman College, which is close to us at at
Marcham. There are several of us from Bletchington already who could share lifts – you would be sure of a
warm welcome.

ISLIP DISPENSARY DELIVERY SERVICE
Some of you will already be aware that our dispensary offers a
delivery service, but you may not know that we are expanding this.
Look out for the Islip Medical Practice delivery van in the next few
weeks!
Please support your surgery by ordering your repeat
prescriptions from us.
If you would like prescriptions delivered, please contact our dispensary and we will be happy to
arrange the delivery of your routine prescriptions.
More information (and a form to fill in) can also be found on our surgery website
( https://www.islipsurgery.org.uk/practice-information/prescription-home-delivery/)
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ST. GILES’ CHURCH NEWS AND SERVICES
We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton,
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay)
Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon OX5 3HA (01869 350224)
email akemanbenefice@gmail.com
Assistant Rector: Revd. Brian Wood, The Rectory, Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon OX 26 1UW
(01869 369815) email revbrianwood@gmail.com
Churchwarden: Judith Ledger
Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy
Secretary: Patricia Hampson
Treasurer: Ian Gedling
Members of the PCC: Greta Bickley.
Services in St. Giles’ Church (unless otherwise stated) in April and May:
APRIL 2018
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 1 April

Easter Sunday

Kirtlington
0915
Middleton St
0915
Wendlebury
0915
Bletchingdon 1100
Chesterton
1100
Weston o/t G 1100
Kirtlington
1800
Sunday 15 April
Kirtlington
Middleton St
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Weston o/t G
Kirtlington

0800
0915
1000
1100
1100
1800

Family Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Evensong #
Easter 3
Holy Communion #
Holy Communion
Family Service
Chesterton Praise
Holy Communion
Evensong #

Sunday 8 April Easter 2
Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t G
Wendlebury

0800
0915
1100
1100
1600

Sunday 22 April

Holy Communion #
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Evening Worship
Easter 4

Weston o/t G 1530

Confirmation and HC
Bishop of Dorchester

Sunday 29 April
Hampton Gay 1000
Kirtlington
1600

Easter 5
Holy Communion
Messy Church

Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th April
# Book of Common Prayer
Sunday 6 May
Chesterton
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon
Chesterton
Middleton St
Hampton Gay
Kirtlington

0800
0915
1100
1100
1100
1515
1600

* Baptism

Easter 6
Holy Communion #
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Young Families
Morning Worship
Evensong #
Family Service*

Sunday 20 May Pentecost
Kirtlington
0800
Holy Communion #
Middleton St
0915
Holy Communion
Bletchingdon 1000
Family Service
Chesterton
1100
Chesterton Praise
Weston o/t G 1100
Holy Communion
Kirtlington
1800
Evensong #

May 2018
Thursday 10 May
Ascension Day
Weston o/t G
1900
Holy Communion
Sunday 13 May
Bletchingdon
Kirtlington
Chesterton
Weston o/t G
Wendlebury
Sunday 27 May

Sunday after Ascension
0800
Holy Communion #
0915
Holy Communion
1100
Holy Communion
1100
Family Service
1600
Evening Worship
Trinity Sunday / Visitation of BVM

Kirtlington
Weston o/t G
Chesterton

1000
1230
1500

Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st May

Holy Communion
Lunchtime Service
Evening Worship
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Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service,
usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun – why not come along
and see for yourselves!
For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish
Council notice boards. Times of the services are also on the internet on the village website www.bletchingdonpc.org.uk or the Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk If you have difficulty getting to church and
would like a lift, please get in touch on 350491.
Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for
15 minutes, so do come along if you can.
Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to
request a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Brian Wood (address above).

From The Rev’d Brian Wood
We may crave restfulness and peace of mind, and one day we will all be at peace. Meantime we may
agitate about this and/or that while giving thanks that we are quietly and Godly governed. Can you
imagine living in Syria? Or Saudi Arabia, or … (better stop there, it could be a long list …)? Or you
wish to live in some earthly paradise or another? Well, friends, we do! As I write this on the day after
Mother's Day/ Mothering Sunday (call it what you will), I hear my mother 'Count you blessings;
there's worse things happen at sea.' My mum came from Scarborough and they did. People would go
out to catch fish and not come back - something to contemplate perhaps in relation to Brexit and
the hoped-for return of fishing waters (Sea Sunday comes up on 8th July).
Meanwhile, Easter, 1 April- surely some joke? Jesus, the ultimate April Fool. As I write this on the day
it is announced that the great comedian Ken Dodd has died we may think of the tears and
happinesses brought to us by those whom we love and have loved us; Jesus who died that we might
live, and live life to the full. Jesus's story, echoed by Ken Dodd, tells us that death is not the end;
memories and more linger on. We have stories, including jokes, handed down to us through the
generations; and we have genetic and behavioural inheritances too. So, a good time to think of our
mothers and fathers and theirs, our brothers and sisters, children, friends and neighbours - don't you
just love 'em? … ;-) and give thanks.
A time when impatiently we can look forward to Spring heading into Summer. Don't wish time away.
Make the most of today, and every day (for one day it will be the last and too late - and sure as night
follows day, autumn and winter come round soon enough again). I have just returned from a 'retreat'a few days away in the mid-Devon countryside to think, and not think. I come back 'advanced'refocused on 'what's important round here?' I am Brian and I must be and do the things that only I
can be or do. God in collaboration with humans made each one of us- we are wonderfully made;
what accidents of design and/or manufacture. Be yourself. I am replaying in my mind words of Bishop
Colin at a retreat: God made and called you; not the person you think you should be; not the person
you think someone else thinks you should be; you; the whole imperfect you.
Re-treat yourself; have a wonderful and glorious Easter and the rest of your life.
Brian Wood
CONFIRMATION

ASCENSION DAY
THURSDAY 10 MAY

by
The Bishop of Dorchester

“O sing praises, sing praises unto our God.
For God is the King of all the earth” (Ps 47)
SUNG EUCHARIST
Weston on the Green Church
1900

Weston on the Green Church
Sunday 22 April
at 3.30 pm
ALL WELCOME

Preacher: The Rev’d Canon Edmund Newey
Sub-Dean of Christ Church
followed by the annual Churchwardens’ Supper
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Who do you say that I am?
A Holy Land Pilgrimage
led by The Rev’d Sally Welch and The Rev’d Gareth Miller
13-22 May 2019
LIGHTLINE PILGRIMAGES
Cost £1995
Sally is an experienced tour guide and pilgrimage leader.
Please direct all enquiries to Gareth at akemanbenefice@gmail.com

ST MARY’S BENEFICE WALK
Sunday 27 May 2018
A leisurely walk around the three churches in our benefice dedicated to the Mother of our Lord.
Holy Communion at Kirtlington 1000
Walk to Weston on the Green
(Short informal service at 1230 followed by picnic)
Walk to Chesterton
(Short closing service at 1500)
A spring day out for all the family enjoying our
beautiful village churches and lovely countryside.
Bring your own picnic. Drinks provided.

BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND
Like everyone in Bletchington, the Band members are very much looking forward to Spring and warmer
weather, we have had to cancel several rehearsals due to the snow this winter so hopefully its goodbye to the
Beast from the East!
On Sunday the Band took part in our annual Regional Competition to decide who represents the South and
London region at the national Finals in Cheltenham in October. The Band has a good track record in this
contest as we qualified for the finals in 2005 and again in 2012, an outstanding achievement for a small village
Band. This year we were drawn to play 11th out of 18 Bands taking part and came a creditable 10th place, we
were aiming for a top 10 place so felt happy with this result and pleased to come top of the Oxfordshire bands
competing, having been placed above Witney, Marsh Gibbon, Wantage, Abbey Brass from Abingdon and City
of Oxford. Our Musical Director, Sheldon was particularly happy with how the younger members of the Band
played i.e. those who have joined us from the B Band and a special mention goes to Della and Ned as this was
their first contest and they certainly did themselves and the Band proud.
We are now concentrating on rehearsing for our Spring Concert on 21st April [ please note the change of date]
when the main Band and the B Band will be playing a variety of different music in the Village Hall. We will be
serving drinks at our licensed bar and very much hope you are able to come along and support your local
Band.
The Band have a new Look!! For several years we have been playing in black waistcoats and bow ties but last
month the decision was made to purchase a whole set of jackets and ties in the Band colours of maroon and
sky blue. The Band members wore the new uniforms at the recent contest and the consensus was they were
comfortable to wear and looked smart …....at last us ladies are wearing jackets that were made for us instead
of wearing jackets made for men!.
Looking forward to you joining us at our Concert next month.
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Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School
We have had a busy couple of months in school. We have welcomed a new member of staff Sian New as well
as a student teacher from Brookes Miss O’Farrell. We have celebrated World Book Day through dressing up
and focusing on a class text for the day, our Year 6s have attended a Junior Citizen work-shop in Oxford, our
Partnership Pupil Parliament representatives have attended Woodstock Partnership’s charity morning and we
have held a whole school poetry focus week.
During our last week of term, we will be welcoming back Prayer Spaces, investigating our next Big Question ‘Is
Prayer the same for Everyone?’, attending church and holding our traditional Easter Bonnet Parade and
Eggstravaganza.

Staff Changes:
Sadly we are saying goodbye to Mrs Kelly. After spending almost 9 years with us, Mrs Kelly has made the
difficult decision to take voluntary redundancy and leave Bletchingdon Primary School at the end of April 2018
to pursue new ventures. We wish her all the best.
Owing to getting married during the Easter break, my name will be changing to Louise Cheriton.

As part of our Poetry Focus,
children in our Robins class
listened to the traditional
story ‘Peter and the Wolf’ and
then wrote their own poems:

Our Woodpecker class have
studied ‘Sound Collector’ by
Roger McGough and written
their own versions:
The Sound Collector

Wolf

Wolf

Soft wolf

Grey wolf

Brave wolf

Soft wolf

Grey wolf

Brown-eyed wolf

Clever wolf

Grumpy wolf

Sad wolf

Silly wolf

By Sylvie McNaught

By Imogen Hooper

You are warmly invited to join our Easter Church Service which
is being held at St Giles on Thursday 29th March at 9.15am.
We would like to wish you all a very Happy Easter
Best Wishes
Louise Hatton and all the staff at
Bletchingdon Primary School

A teacher called this morning
Dressed all in black and grey,
Put every sound in to a bag
and carried it away.
The whistling of the kettle
The ticking of the clock,
The banging of the metal
The beeping of the lock.
The sliding of the chairs
The beeping of the timer,
The chatting of the children
The squeaking of the pen.
The dropping of the pencil
The flapping of the pages,
The talking of the teacher
The screaming of the pupils.
A teacher called this morning
He didn't leave his name.
Left us only silence
School will never be the same.
By Anashe Motsi
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Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery
(Whitemarsh Way, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3FD)
Tel: 01869 350393
e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Louise Hatton

We admit children into our Nursery Class at three points during the school year. Your child is eligible for
government funding from the term after their third birthday.
Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so arrangements
are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know that you would like
your child to be added to our list. Around three months before your child is due to join us, we will contact
you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to attend, invite you to come along for a
visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with contact and medical details on. We will also have
regular open days which you are welcome to attend.
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under ‘Parents’. Alternatively call us or pop in
to see Jackie in the office.

GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES

Badges, badges and more badges- well done to the Brownies who have been working hard at home
completing these. Della has worked on her writer and number fun badge, Grace her Home Skills. Sam
and Jennifer have finished their Musician badge. We have all done the Speaker badge too.
We celebrated World Thinking Day in February with Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from
Woodstock. We had crafts from the 5 World Centres, Sangam in India, Kusafari in Africa, Our Chalet
in Switzerland, Our Cabana in Mexico and Pax Lodge in the UK. Our Brownies completed their
World Guiding badge during the evening by interacting with other girls. It was great to be able to have
all the sections working together but this will be our last joint event due to outside influences.
We have been practising hard for our Entertainer badge which includes our debut performance of
Brownies and Brass. Thank you to Mik from Bletchington Silver Band for helping us with this.
We're looking forward to a Pack Holiday at Foxlease in the New Forest which we have been invited to
by our pack penpals - 1st Tiptoe Brownies who live down there.
Next term we will be working on the First Aid and First Aid advanced badge and spending as much
time outside as we can with hiking, map reading, outdoor cooking and more. We also aim to have a
"Be a Brownie" night inviting any girls age 7-10 to come along and see what we get up too.
Email us for details Lcvwing@hotmail.com
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THURSDAY CLUB
Our March meeting was held a week late due to the snowy weather. We held an Easter Bingo followed by tea
and a raffle.
There will be no meeting in April but our A.G.M. will be held on May 10th at 2p.m. followed by a quiz and
tea.
New members are always welcome. We usually meet in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month.

Jayne Evans - We were sorry to hear that the Funeral of Jayne Evans (former landlady of The Black's
Head from 2006 - 2012) took place on 8th March, 2018. We offer sincere condolences to her daughter
(Zoe) and son (Justin) and their families.

A Tribute
A Remarkable Woman.
This is something that I thought I would never need to do, and it is with a very sad heart, that I write
this.
On a sunny Saturday afternoon, June 10th 2006 Elizabeth Jayne Evans, Jayne, as we became to know
her, and her trusty sidekicks Dusty a rescued greyhound, Dennis, and Paul rescued coal miners arrived
in Bletchingdon. She opened the doors to The Blacks Head Inn and opened her heart to the villagers
of Bletchingdon, whether young or old, on two legs or four, there was a welcome for us all. Not
surprisingly the pub was busy and Paul was dispatched to the local supermarket for bread, and
anything that could make a sandwich. From that moment on Jayne was the landlady and took control
of the situation.
As far as food went she was a master cook in the kitchen. No one ever went hungry when Jayne was
around. Whether it was catering sandwiches for the local cricket team, or pot upon pot of bubbling
chilli for the Aunt Sally's team, or brain food for the Blacks Head Quiz Team, even sponsoring a local
football team at one time. Food was never in short supply, as could be seen on the many blackboards,
that were so beautifully handwritten nearly every day until the summer of 2012.
Having spoken to a few friends what came across in their memories was PARTY. Whether it was
Easter, Halloween, someone's birthday Christmas, New Year’s, or just simply the clocks going
forward or indeed backward. There was always time to party. The Fancy dress parties were second to
none, Jayne threw her heart and passion into every party, which spurred on the staff and customer
alike. As Karen mentioned "Jayne sure knew how to throw a good party whether it was Halloween or
the summer beach party with cocktails or should I say concoctions! always plenty of drink, nibbles,
costumes and lots of fun and laughter guaranteed." you got it spot on, I'm sure every one of us has a
favourite party memory, I know I have more than one.
Not forgetting the Bingo Nights, the little shop selling local honey, and the morning papers Jayne was
there for us all. So from the full bellies to the happy feelings, she gave us, whether human or dog,
(there was many a dog walker pulled into the pub by their four-legged friend for the little treats kept
behind the bar just for them), It just leaves me to say….
Jayne was genuine to a fault, a pussycat at heart (or lion) and yet she sugar-coated nothing. She would
always give you words of encouragement, wisdom, and many times comfort, not holding back her
opinion and she had an amazing knack for telling it like it is. She always told you the truth even if it
wasn’t what you wanted to hear. Once you were in her heart that is where you stayed. In the early
hours of Monday, February 26th, 2018 the angels collected one of their own Jayne Evans, a muchloved, generous, considerate, thoughtful and remarkable woman.
Undoubtedly the Best landlady a pub could ever want especially The Blacks Head Inn, Bletchingdon.
I'm sure she is looking down on us all with a glass in hand, making sure we are doing and being the
best we can.
You are missed by me and I'm sure all of Bletchingdon and all who passed through those open doors
of The Blacks Head Inn.
Alan Jordan
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THE BLETCHINGTON CHARITY
The purpose of the Charity is to help persons resident in our parish who are in need, hardship or distress.
The Charity may make grants of money, or provide or pay for items, services or facilities intended to help
people of all ages.
The type of grants available are as follows:Fuel allowances during the cold weather.
Assistance with travel expenses to hospital, clinics, etc,
for individuals or their relatives.
Assistance with disability aids.
Student grants (to assist with the cost of travel expenses, books, etc.)
Education supplies for children, or support for adults who are retraining.
TV licenses for those who may be isolated in their homes.
If you wish to apply for a grant please write to the Charity Secretary – Mrs Heather Smith, at 15, St Giles,
(01869 350417) explaining the reason for your application. The Charity may request additional information,
but assures all applicants that the information will remain confidential.
The Committee members administering the Charity for the BFC are:Howard Dellar (Chair), Julie Fenn, Sue Green (Treasurer), Sue Lane, Ian Gedling, Greta Bickley, Andrea Lambert,
Sue Macready and Heather Smith (Secretary)

50 YEARS AGO - Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting, chaired by Mr A Eeley, held on 27 th
May, 1968:“Playing Field Equipment: It was agreed to apply for a grant towards the cost of purchase and erection in the
Playing Field of climbing bars and a merry-go-round.
Playing Field Lease: It was agreed to lease the Playing field to the Sports Committee for a further year. In
accordance with the terms of the agreement.
Accounts for payment: The following accounts were passed for payment:Bletchingdon Village Hall Committee – Hire of Village Hall 14th March 1968
15s 0d
Oxf & District Water Board – Village Standpipe
15s 0d
Oxf Assoc. of Parish Councils – Annual sub’ £3.10. 0d Forms 6s.9d
£3.16. 9d
Oxford Rural Community Council – Annual sub’
£3.10. 0d
Royal Insurance Co, Ltd: Thirds Party £1.17.0d Fidelity Guarantee £1.10.0d
Fire Insurance for Sports Pavilion £4.4.6d
£7.11.6d
School Managers: A letter received from Mr. W.E.Haynes stated that he wished to resign from the board of
School Managers. Resolved that a letter of thanks for past services be written to Mr Haynes.
Mr H Marsden and Mr E Taylor were appointed as representative on the Board of School Managers.
Charity Trustees: Mr A Eeley was re-appointed as Parish Council representative on the Charity Trustees.
Water Supply: Resolved – that a letter be written to the North Oxford Water Board asking them to implement
their letter, wherein they gave an assurance that the parish would be permitted to retain the use of the local
borehole.
Highways: It was reported that according to rumour, a trunk road was being diverted to follow a course
between Bletchingdon and Kirtlington. Resolved – that a letter be written to the Oxfordshire County Council
asking for confirmation of this rumour and to what extent this parish will be affected.
Accounts – The following payments, which had already been made were approved:M. A. C. – Plaque for Playing Field
£10. 0. 0d
Bank of England – repayment of loan
£5. 0 .0d
S.E.B. – Supply and Maintenance
£15.15. 8d.
Planning Applications: Resolved – that a letter be written to the Ministry of Housing & Local Govt.
supporting the N.A.P.C. in their efforts to get the Town & Country Planning
(Amendment) Bill passed in the House of Commons, giving Parish Councils a right to be told in time of any
Planning Applications, an opportunity to comment, and to be told the result.
Street Lighting: Resolved – that in view of the continuation of summer-time throughout the year, a letter be
written to the S.E.B. for information concerning the switching on of street lighting during the morning period of
darkness.
Bus Shelter: The Chairman said that he would take further steps to see what could be done to get the roof
repaired.
Preservation of Wild Life: - Resolved – that a letter be written to Mr Bruce Campbell of Wootton, asking for
his assistance to preserve badgers within the parish, as certain sets situated in the Sands had been cleared by the
use of gas.
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BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April. Renewal forms will be distributed in due
course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward
on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a
friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Pool, Bar Billiards,
football and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £8 for an
individual annual social membership or £12 for an annual family membership and £5 for senior citizens
or under 18 years of age. Come and have a look for yourselves.
Bar Billiards
Geoff Powell and Pete Soanes are in the semi-final of the pairs. Scott Gillam is in the semi-final of the Gerald
Warner trophy and Pete Soanes is in the semi-final of the individual and Wes Hunt trophies. The A team are
third in the section and the B team second.
Darts
The men’s team finished bottom of their section. The Tuesday ladies were runners up in their section and the
Wednesday ladies are top of their section.
Football
Both teams are in a mid-table position of divisions two and four of the Witney and District League but can go
higher if they win their games in hand.
Cricket
Winter nets have started. See the Cricket Club website for full details.

Forthcoming Events
Easter Bingo Saturday 31st March
Sledgehammer 19th May
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain
pipes have been damaged.
The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Club’s gates as lorries have difficulty
getting into the Club when cars are parked there.
PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND
All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site.
www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com
Bar Opening Hours
Friday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Saturday
7.45pm to 11.00pm
Sunday
7.45pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday
8.00pm to 11.00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see behind
bar for weekly details)

Weston Walkers (plus several from other villages)
Our first walk of the year saw 7 of us visit Stowe Landscape Gardens on the afternoon of Monday 12 February,
it was a clear day if a little chilly in the wind but we were able to finish in the restaurant for a well-earned cup
of tea!
We had planned a morning walk in March to be followed by a pub lunch but the weather had other ideas, it
being a very wet morning, so we had to make the ultimate sacrifice and go for lunch only.
Our next walk will be on the afternoon of Monday 9th April, meeting at Weston Village Hall at 1.30 pm. from
where we will drive to the start.
May will be Monday 14th, details will be on the poster nearer the time.
All are welcome to join in as and when, there is no commitment to every month, so if you wish to enjoy
sociable company, conversation and exercise please come along and join in or speak to me.
Graham Barnett (01869 350707)
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Your village hall continues to be a busy place. We have at least one form of activity every
evening. Currently these include band practice, brownies, ballet, yoga and exercise classes
and a hobbies club. Weekends have also been busy with both children’s and adult parties,
a baby shower, a camera collectors club and special ballet and yoga days. Bookings
continue to come in and we would recommend that if you are planning a party or
celebration you try and book well in advance to avoid being disappointed.
Now that Spring appears to be coming we are also planning to complete the garden in the
quadrangle. There are currently about 25 raised beds on both the West and East sides of
the area. The boxes were handmade and placed around slabs which form a path around
the area. Filling the beds with many tonnes of topsoil was an arduous task, but
fortunately we had a good number of volunteers and the job was quite quickly completed.
The West side has already been planted during the Summer and so the East side is the job
for the next couple of months. Our thanks to Tony Saunders for the original design, to
Julie Benton and Claire Fraser who did a lot of the work including the planting and to all
those who laboured! Also to be included are some small trees in planters, benches and
hopefully a water feature.
We are also planning to repeat last year’s highly successful village party. If you would like
to help us please let any member of the village hall committee know. Constructive ideas
are always welcome. This year the event will be on Saturday 1 st September so put the date
in your diary!

Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors:
Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs M M Knight
Mr M E Taylor
Mr D M Ledger
Miss J Benton
Mr M Kersh

14, Coghill
Village Farm
18, Valentia Close
Stoneacre, Oxford Road
3, Islip Road
4, Springwell Close
The Old Rectory

Tel: 350705
Tel: 350257
Tel: 350162
Tel: 350609
Tel: 351542
Tel: 351489
Tel: 351139

Clerk: Rebecca McNaught, 4 Oxford Road
Email: bletchpc@gmail.com Tel: 351967
The Clerk works from the Village Hall on a flexible basis. If you would like to speak to her please call and
leave a message and she will get back to you, or use email for a quicker response.
District Councillors:
County Councillor:

Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk)
Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Meetings:
Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, excluding December and January, unless
otherwise advertised. Notice of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is on
the Bus Shelter wall facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall, please check the Notice each
month for details of the agenda. Members of the Public are welcome at Meetings, but must seek prior
permission (by contacting the Clerk or Chairman) if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter.

The next meeting will take place on 26th April, followed by a meeting on 31st May.
At the Parish Council meeting held on February 22nd a number of items were discussed and the
full minutes, once approved, can be seen on the Parish Council website.
www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk
The Parish Council continues to maintain and improve areas around the village. It has organised for the stone
spheres at the Recreation Ground entrance to be re-erected and the fencing has been repaired. The Parish
Council has also recently purchased two village name signs which have been installed on the Kirtlington Road
and the road from Weston-on-the-Green. The bus shelter is swept out occasionally and re-painted – please help
to reduce the amount of volunteer time and PC monies spent on this by putting litter in the bin provided and not
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damaging or marking the paintwork. The Parish Council also has an on-going grounds maintenance contract to
keep the Village Green and areas around the Village Hall looking good.
Your Councillors also spend a considerable amount of time reviewing and responding to planning applications,
liaising with Cherwell District Council enforcement team when unlawful development or actions take place,
reporting Highways maintenance issues to Oxfordshire County Council and liaising with the team at Duchy
Field.
The Parish Council will be holding their Annual Parish Meeting on April 19th where you can hear about all of
this and more from the Chair, Cllr Tony Saunders. It is also Election year – your Cllrs have been in their
current office for 4 years (although most of them have served much longer) and if they stand again will be
looking for your vote at the elections to be held on Thursday 3rd May. If you are interested the period for
nomination is 28th March – 6th April – the Clerk does have nomination forms, but more information can be
found at the Cherwell District Council website, and nomination forms and advice can be obtained from them at
the Bodicote offices. www.cherwell.gov.uk/elections
Planning Matters:
The following applications were put before Bletchingdon Parish Council on 22nd February;
18/00123/TPO – 10 Station Road, Bletchingdon – Tulip tree - Crown thinning up to 20% & crown reduction –
This was discussed and PC made no objections.
17/02455/F – Orchard House, Weston Road –demolition of existing house, garage and outbuildings and
erection of single new dwelling house with garage and outdoor storage – This was discussed and PC made no
objections.
Notices of Decisions made by Cherwell District Council in February were:
18/00013/TCA – 7 – 8 Bletchingdon Park Stables – T1 x Field Maple – crown reduce by up to 4m T2 x Plum,
T3 x Cotoneaster – fell – No further comments or objections.
17/02550/F – Stockyard Buildings, Station Road, Enslow – Erection of new stockyard building – PERMITTED
17/02388/F & 17/02388/LB – The Malt House, Weston Road – Reinstate original window opening with
installation of new obscured glazing – PERMITTED
17/02315/F – Keepers Cover, Church Lane, Weston-on-the-Green – erection of 1.5 storey extension with
internal remodelling – REFUSED

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 19 April - Annual Parish Meeting – (look out for posters)
Thursday 3rd May - Election Day (District & Parish)
th

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL MARCH 2018 FROM CLLR CARMEN GRIFFITHS
GENERAL OCC REPORT
OCC BUDGET 2018/19
OCC agreed its budget at a Full Council meeting on 13 February following a five-hour meeting of all 63 county
councillors. Council Tax will rise by 5.99%, the maximum amount allowed without a referendum. Key points include:
 Finances are sound compared to other councils, with difficult decisions having already been taken
 The Council Tax rise will deliver extra money for adults and children’s social care
 Proposal to extend £500,000 contribution for homelessness for an extra year in 2019/20 (subject to consultation)
 10-year programme to improve transport network and release more money for road maintenance
 £15,000 for each of the 63 county councillors to spend on local priorities in their area

GROWTH DEAL
As detailed in the December and February reports, the Oxfordshire Growth Board* has reached an outline Housing and
Growth Agreement (Growth Deal) with Government. This will see an additional £215m of investment over the next five
years to build infrastructure, support the delivery of new homes and boost economic productivity across the county. The
Growth Deal has now been agreed by the six councils.
*The Oxfordshire Growth Board comprises the six councils: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, Oxfordshire
County Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District
Council, together with the county’s Local Enterprise Partnership (OxLEP).
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OCC STEPS UP POTHOLE WORK AS WINTER HITS THE ROADS
Repeated cycles of ice, thaws and snow created the worst possible weather conditions for roads over the last few months
leading to a rise in reports on Fix My Street from 3,000 pre-Christmas to 7,000 during January. OCC has drafted in more
staff to carry out inspections and contractors Skanska are sending out more teams to carry our repairs. An additional
Dragon-Patcher is now in action on the road network travelling round on an ‘inspect and fix’ basis on the rural network.
There is also good news in the form of almost £1m in extra funding from the Department for Transport in recognition of
damage done to the roads by bad weather. This money will be spent on road patching later this year as that will give longer
lasting benefits and better value for money. Defects that make roads hazardous will be dealt with within 24 hours as usual.
Remember, if a defect has paint markings around it then it has already been scheduled for repair and does not need a new
report.

OXFORDSHIRE’S LIBRARIES ARE THRIVING – NOT JUST SURVIVING
Libraries Minister Michael Ellis MP attended the official opening of Oxfordshire County Library in February. The newly
refitted facility welcomed more than 100 guests including staff, volunteers and community groups who have helped ensure
the county’s 43 branches have a bright future.
Mr Ellis toured the library and spoke with staff and volunteers about its transformation and wider network of Oxfordshire
branches. He said: "This is a wonderful example of a library that is an integral part of the community. We want to see
libraries thrive - not just survive - and this is an example of a library that is clearly thriving. This is a classic example of
how to do it and protect our libraries, and they are still greatly valued by many people."

CARE QUALITY COMMISSION (CQC) REVIEW IN OXFORDSHIRE
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) visited Oxfordshire in November 2017 to carry out one of 20 targeted reviews
taking place in England. The CQC report, published on Monday 12 February says: “People were treated with kindness
when they moved between health and social care services. Frontline staff were dedicated and provided person centred
care, going the extra mile for people they cared for.” Across all areas of health and social care, an above-average
proportion of services achieve a ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ CQC rating in Oxfordshire, compared to the national average.
However, there remain significant challenges to join up services across organisations in Oxfordshire. The final report has
provided areas of action for senior managers in the NHS, social care and other bodies to act upon to make the whole health
and care system work better. All of the CQC’s recommendations for actions have been agreed by the five organisations
involved which are:
 Oxfordshire County Council (local authority)
 Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust (OHFT)
 Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG)
 Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (OUHFT)
 South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust (SCAS)
CQC inspectors found the problems of recruiting care staff in Oxfordshire were holding back improvement. Incompatible
computer systems also hampered integration of services. The inspectors did find that Oxfordshire had made progress in
tackling ‘delayed transfers of care’. Health and social care leaders from the five organisations involved in the inspection
have already met with the CQC to develop an action plan. The key points of the action plan are:
 Making services more local by using a ‘place-based’ approach to design and delivery of care
 Improving information available to people who fund their own care so they can get the support they need
more quickly
 Investing more in recruitment and retention of care staff so more care packages can be delivered,
particularly for older people.

PLASTIC POLLUTION IN OXFORDSHIRE
Residents in Oxfordshire have been amongst the best at recycling (including plastics) and composting for a few years now,
and the countywide recycling rate is around 60%, one of the best in the country. However, the ambition is to do better.
Plastic is a topical target. The OCC Recycling Team has put together top tips to kick the plastic habit:
 Remember your reusable bags when shopping.
 Invest in a reusable water bottle (stainless steel bottles are more sustainable than plastic)
 For takeaway coffee, use a reusable mug. Collapsible ones that fit easily in a bag are obtainable, or there are
ones made from bamboo to avoid more plastic. (Disposable coffee cups are lined with plastic and hard to
recycle.)
 Look for products with less packaging, or no packaging, such as fruit or vegetables.
 Buy concentrated products and refill packs instead of fully packaged products, such as fabric conditioner,
washing powders and some beauty products.
 Recycle the packaging where possible. While 90% of packaging is recycled in the kitchens, only 50% is being
recycled in the bathroom. Shampoo, conditioner, make up, hand wash and cleaning product bottles can all
be recycled (pump trigger must be removed).
 Buy larger or economy sizes of goods such as breakfast cereal, tomato ketchup, toilet rolls and soap
powder. This saves money and creates less packaging in the long run.
All the councils in Oxfordshire are working together to seek views on reducing waste and increasing recycling. Respond to
the consultation here: www.recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk
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John Howell MP writes...

March 2018

Along with all MPs I regularly receive campaign emails originated from various organisations to which
supporters of the particular cause sign up and send a template email to their MP. Many of these templates are
well-constructed and the emails can be helpful in giving an indication of the level of support for a particular
campaign. What is too often missing with this campaign approach are the personal stories that so often give
such meaning to the issues that people raise.
One recent campaign has been from perhaps a relatively small group on treatment for Cystic Fibrosis. In
particular I have been contacted by parents of children suffering from the condition desperate to get access to a
drug which they believe could literally be life-saving for their children. The drug is Orkambi which only has
limited availability in the UK but which campaigners believe there is evidence to support wider use. In order to
get a better understanding I have visited families in the constituency living with the condition; visits which have
been enormously helpful to me in sharing evidence in Parliament.
On the other side of the story there are some campaigns that get off the ground on the basis of fake or illinformed news. One recent one is on the provision of school meals where some wrongly claim that there has
been a huge cut in this. This is not so and it is good news that public ‘fact checks’ are setting the record
straight. For example the Channel 4 fact check questions the claim and sets out the actual detail. It is all part of
the changes to the Benefits System and I am pleased that it will enable some 50,000 more children to get free
school meals compared with the former benefits plan. I am also pleased that nobody currently receiving free
school meals will lose their entitlement.
Checking the facts is always important and, of course, we will never get away from different interpretations of
the same information. Whenever I am contacted by a constituent on a situation I always try to find out more
before simply firing off a letter or whatever first action might be called for. It is important to hear all sides of the
story and get an understanding of situations. Often when you talk to different people about the same issue the
different ‘angles’ you get helps to provide a rounded picture - which I appreciate. This is something that I am
finding particularly valuable in my ‘conversations in the street’. This is a programme of just walking around
different villages in the constituency and talking to those I meet on whatever issue they like to bring up. It is not
a fixed programme as it is worked around where I need to be for meetings. If you see me out and about and
have something you want to discuss do please stop me and have a chat. Face to face conversations are
always so much more productive than the short exchanges possible on social media.
There are other ways in which I try to keep in touch with constituents too. I produce a periodic electronic
newsletter and briefings on specific issues as well as writing in these parish magazines. If you would like to
subscribe to me electronic briefings please email me at john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com. I also use
Facebook to share some snippets of information (www.facebook.com/JohnHowellOxfordshire) and use twitter
too. (@JHowellUK )
If you would like to share your thoughts on an issue with me you can email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or
write to me at the House of Commons.
If you would like to know more about my work in Westminster, on behalf of the Government and the
Constituency please do look at my website which is regularly updated. The address is www.johnhowellmp.com.
Further details of the work of Parliament is available on the parliament website at www.parliament.uk. As
always, I am interested to hear constituent’s views on the proposals before the House.
***************************************************************************************
Adverts
N.B. If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News
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Bletchingdon Village Hall for hire
Facilities include –





Café area,
Sprung wooden floor
Meeting rooms/ areas
Options for the whole/part
of the hall space.
 High quality audio and
projector facilities
 Use of a commercial
kitchen*
 Outside spaces
* Commercial kitchen – available to
professional caterers only

CHARGE RATES Valid until December 31 2017
Community -residents of Bletchingdon & Hampton Poyle for personal or fundraising
events.
Commercial - non-residents or residents running events for personal gain.
Halls: Weekdays.
Whole hall
Large Hall
Small Hall
Community
£12 per hour £10 per hour £10 per hour
Commercial –block booking £17.50 / hour £15 per hour £15 per hour
Commercial – single booking £24 per hour £20 per hour £20 per hour
Halls: Weekends are booked by session.
Morning: 9am to 12 noon, Afternoon: 1pm to 4pm, Evening: 5pm to end.
Community
Commercial

Whole hall
AM/PM £36
Evening £60
AM/PM £65
Evening £130

Large Hall
£30
£50
£60
£120

Small Hall
Please enquire.
Please enquire.

All bookings require £100 deposit for a single session. A deposit is not required for
block bookings

Other rooms and packages available at www.bletchingdon-pc.org
Wedding packages also available at very reasonable rates
Contact Duncan 351542 or bookings@bletchingdon-pc.org.uk
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Gas Heating & Service
Ltd
Plumbing| Heating| Gas
We specialise in:
 Boiler Breakdown and repair
 Boiler service and Landlord Gas Safety
 Boiler change and upgrade
 Heating alterations and underfloor
heating
 Hot water solutions and cylinder
installation
All plumbing work undertaken
For a free and friendly quote contact:

Joe McEneaney

Mobile: 07808 608 970
Tel:
01865 375112
Email:
ghsoxford@gmail.com
Gas Safe No: 532113
Address: 164 Rutten Lane, Yarnton, OX5 1LS
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 Local & Reliable, Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance.
 Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Flat Pack Assembly, Landscaping,
Fencing, Patios, Jet Washing, Decking, Hedge Cutting, Pruning
and Much Much More…………..
 Domestic and commercial, one off jobs and regular maintenance
programmes to suit your needs.
 Fully Insured - No job is too small.
Please call Noel Price on 07884185171 or 01869 351619
noelprice@btinternet.com www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For Domestic Cleaning please call Jayne Price on 07795055202

- 24 -

DEREK BICKLEY
GENERAL BUILDER
Extension, Alterations, Paving etc
All types of building work considered
Telephone: 01869 351532
Mobile no: 07817496502
Web page: yell.com
Email: lizadez@btinternet.com
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