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B L E T C H I N G T O N 
 

Tel:   01869 350359                                Kenwood, 

e-mail:  gretanken@hotmail.com                Oxford Road. 

 
From the Editor  
 

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΗ   ²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƎƻΚ   ²Ŝ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ Village 
News AGM at the end of January but decided that we would wait until later this year, in the hope that more 
people will attend. 
   The cover picture shows a few of the completed houses in Duchy Fields.   Hopefully it will not be too long 
before people can begin to move in. 
   Thank you to Freyja, Katherine and Charlie for their poems about War and Peace, which are very 
appropriate as we commemorate the First World War.    Please note the notice (below) about a meeting to 
discuss the possibility of a Village War Memorial,  open to all residents. 
  Thank you to those of you who submitted articles by the date requested.    It is very important that for the 
next Issue (April/May) articles are submitted by 20rd March, 2018,  in order for the News to be delivered 
before Easter.    We would also appreciate cover pictures suitable for Easter. 
  For your convenience it is possible for you to send your articles, adverts or cover designs directly by e-mail.     
The Bletchington Village News e-mail address is Bletchington@aol.com 
 

 
Annual Church meeting :   The annual church parochial meeting (APCM) will be held in the village hall on 

April 17
th
 at 7.30pm.  Please come along to hear about the church in the past year and to help us plan for the 

next year. 

Confirmation Preparation:  Starting in the new year, Kevin Lovell will be leading Confirmation preparation 

sessions for people of all ages in our 7 churches.  Along with anyone who is thinking of being confirmed, we 

welcome anyone exploring faith and those who may already be confirmed and would like to know more.  
please get in touch with Kevin (kevin.lovell@gmail.com / 01869 242519) or Gareth 

(akemanbenefice@gmail.com / 01869 350224) for more details. 

 

THURSDAY CLUB  
 

For our December meeting we were invited to watch the school children perform their Nativity play which was 

very good.  The older children followed this with singing, dancing and playing musical instruments.  This was 

very entertaining and enjoyed by all.  Thank you to the school children for entertaining us so well.  We then has 

a Christmas tea. 

Our Christmas lunch was held at Kirtlington |Golf Club.  We were made very welcome and  had a nice meal as 

usual. A Christmas raffle was held with some seasonal prizes.  

Happy New Year to all. 

 

IMPORTANT. PLEASE READ. 

Bletchington Village War Memorial. 

Community meeting on Saturday 10th March 2018 at Bletchington Village Hall 10.30am to 12pm. 

OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS. 

This meeting will be to discuss and propose ideas for a War Memorial for Bletchington Village.  

Please feel free to bring any ideas with you including any pictures, designs or photographs.  We very 

much want this new project to be community based.  If you require further information before the 

meeting then please either phone me (evening only) or email.  

Julie Benton - Chair of Village Hall Committee   (01869 351489) : juliebenton1@googlemail.com  

mailto:gretanken@hotmail.com
mailto:kevin.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:akemanbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:juliebenton1@googlemail.com
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ST. GILESô CHURCH  NEWS AND SERVICES  
 

We are part of the AKEMAN BENEFICE (Bletchington, Kirtlington, Weston-on-the-Green, Chesterton, Middleton 

Stoney, Wendlebury and Hampton Gay) 

Rector: The Revd Gareth Miller, The Rectory, Kirtlington, Oxon  OX5 3HA (01869 350224)                            

                                                                      email akemanbenefice@gmail.com                           

Assistant Rector: Revd. Brian Wood, The Rectory, Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon OX 26 1UW 

                                                                   (01869 369815) email revbrianwood@gmail.com 

Churchwarden: Judith Ledger       Assistant Churchwarden: Fiona Teddy              Secretary: Patricia Hampson                       

Treasurer: Ian Gedling                  Members of the PCC: Greta Bickley. 

 

Services in St. Gilesô Church (unless otherwise stated) in February and March:  Please note that some 

services  in March are at different times because of Mothering Sunday. 
 

February 2018 
# Book of Common Prayer 

 

Sunday: 4 February:  Candlemas  
Chesterton  0800 Holy Communion # 
Wendlebury   0915 Holy Communion 

Bletchingdon   1100 Holy Communion  
Chesterton  1100 Young Families 
Middleton Stoney              1100 Morning Prayer 

Kirtlington  1600 Family Service 

Sunday: 11 February  Sunday next before Lent  
Kirtlington  0915 Holy Communion 
Chesterton  1100 Holy Communion 

Weston o/t Green 1100 Family Service   
Wendlebury  1600 Evening Worship  
 

Wednesday: 14 February  Ash Wednesday  
Chesterton  1000 Holy Communion  
Kirtlington  1900 Holy Communion 

Sunday: 18 February  Lent 1  

Kirtlington  0800 Holy Communion# 
Middleton Stoney 0915 Holy Communion  
Bletchingdon   1000 Family Se rvice   

Chesterton   1100 Chesterton Praise  
Weston o/t Green 1100 Holy Communion 
Kirtlington  1800 Evensong #  

Sunday: 25 February  Lent 2  

Chesterton  1000 United Benefice Holy 
Communion  
Kirtlington  1600 Messy Church 

 

  

 
THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 9.30am: 1st Feb, 8th Feb, 15th Feb, 22nd Feb  

 

March 2018 
Sunday: 4 March  Lent 3  
Chesterton  0800 Holy Communion# 

Wendlebury   0915 Holy Communion 
Bletchingdon   1100 Holy Communion  
Chesterton  1100 Young Families   

Kirtlington  1600 Family Service 
   

Sunday: 11 March  Mothering Sunday  
Kirtlington  0915 Family Communion 

Bletchingdon   1000 Family Service  **  
Chesterton  1100 Family Communion 
Middleton Stoney  1100 Family Service  

Weston o/t Green 1100 Family Service  
Wendlebury  1600 Family Service 
 

**Bring your mother (and grandmothers) to church for a 

posy of flowers. 
Sunday: 18 March  Lent 5  
Bletchingdon   0800 Holy Communion #  
Kirtlington  0800 Holy Communion # 

Middleton Stoney  0915 Holy Communion 
Chesterton   1100 Chesterton Praise 
Weston o/t Green 1100 Holy Communion 

Kirtlington  1800 Evensong #  

Sunday: 25 March  Palm Sunday  
Weston o/t Green 1000   United Benefice  
                                       Holy Communion   

 (Meet at triangle on main road for procession) 
Chesterton  1600 Evensong # 
                                                (with Sine Nomine Choir)  

 
Monday: 26 th  March  
Weston o/t Green 2000   Holy Week Meditation

   
Tuesday: 27 th  March  
Weston o/t Green  2000 Holy Week Meditation

  
Weds: 28 th  March   
Weston o/t Green 2000 Holy Week Meditation 

Thursday: 29 March Maundy Thursday  
Kirtlington  0930 Holy Communion

   
Weston o/t Green 2000 Holy Communion
   

 



 

- 3 - 

 

Friday: 30 th  March  Good Friday  
Bletchingdon   1000 Family Service   
Chesterton  1100 Family Service  

Wendlebury  1200 Hour at the Cross 
Middleton Stoney 1400 Hour at the Cross  
Kirtlington  2000 Compline 

 

Sunday: 1st April  Easter Sunday  
Kirtlington  0915 Holy Communion 
Middleton Stoney              0915 Holy Communion 

Wendlebury  0915 Holy Communion 
Bletchingdon             1100 Holy Communion  
Chesterton            1100  Holy Communion 

Weston o/t Green       1100 Holy Communion 
Kirtlington            1800  Evensong #  

 

THURSDAY Holy Communions at Kirtlington at 9.30am: -1st Mar, 8th Mar, 15th Mar, 22nd Mar, 29th Mar. 

Our services are for any age and everyone is welcome, but children may find that the Family (All Age) Service, 

usually on the third Sunday, is easier to understand. These family services are great fun ï why not come along and 

see for yourselves! 

For details of services in the other parishes in the Benefice please see the notices on the Church and Parish Council 

notice boards. Times of the services are also on the internet on the village website www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk or 

the Benefice website www.akemanbenefice.org.uk   If you have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, 

please get in touch on 350491. 

From the registers: 

Marriage: 

Saturday, Dec 23
rd

 James Richard Huw Gibbs and Josephine Elizabeth Day 

We wish Josephine and James every happiness in their life together. 

Morning Prayer: A group is meeting in the cafe area in the village hall each Tuesday at 8.45am. It is just for 15 

minutes, so do come along if you can. 

Pastoral Care: If you would like to be visited by a member of the Church or a Priest, or if you would like to request 

a visit on behalf of a friend or neighbour, please contact Brian Wood (address above). 

Christmas services:  Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church, led services or came along to the 

services.   Many thanks also to Bletchington Silver Band for playing at the Carol Service.  The collection of Ã60 

from the Crib Service is to be given to Andrew and Sue Leaning at Bunkers Hill Plant Nursery for Mind and Oxford 

Restore in memory of their son Jack, who tragically took his own life in March last year.  The Leanings always give 

the church its Christmas tree, so we felt that it was particularly appropriate that the money should go to them this 

year.  So far the family has raised over Ã14,000 in Jack's memory, which is an amazing total.   Their web site is 

memoryspace.mind.org.uk/MemorySpace/Jack-Leaning if you weren't at the crib service and would like to add to 

this. 

Christingle:  A total of Ã178.60 was sent to the Childrens Society ï thank you to all the children who took their 

collecting 'candles' back to the school and to the 4 children who came to the service to receive their Christingles.  

The total included Ã73.50 from the 24 'candles', Ã55.10 from the collection on the day and Ã50 donated instead of an 

exchange of Christmas presents.  Thank you also to Paul Clifford who led the service, Joanna Clifford who went into 

the school to tell the children about Christingles and to Judith for preparing all the oranges. 

Social evening:  Instead of a Christmas bazaar this year, we tried a social evening in the village hall, with drinks, 

nibbles, hot dogs and a raffle.  This was very well supported and made Ã440.  Thank you to everyone who organised 

it or helped on the night.  It was so successful that another is planned for next December! 

 
DATES: 

Sunday 25 th Feb and Sunday 29 th April  
at 4 -5.30pm in Kirtlington Church  

with games, crafts, story, celebration  
and a hot meal.  

(NB: NO Messy Church in March, see notice about Jerusalem Joy)  
 

![[ !D9{ ²9[/ha95Φ {ha9 t¦b¢9w{Ω COMMENTS: 
aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ And the food is absolutely delicious    
GIRL (aged 11)                                                                               
We love it! When is the next one? BOYS (aged  6 and 3) 
...one of the high-spots of my time with the grand- children. GRANDMA 
Messy Church is fun and I like it because it has messy activities (lots and lots) and we always play a fun game BOY ( aged 9) 
L ƭƻǾŜ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎȅ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have to clean up! PARENT όот ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗ ) 
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Letter from   The Rector  

 
Dear friends 

 

¢ƻ ǇǊŀȅ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΚ hǊ άƘƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΚέ   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ [ŜƴǘŜƴ 

addresses beginning on 21 February. 

Praying is something I find hard, and I guess that is not an uncommon experience.  As a priest I promise to say 

aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ όƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜέύΦ  aƻƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀ 

day.   I must say I find it hard enough to squeeze in two! The mornings are easier ς I am an early riser and I like to 

spend some time in silence and finish that with Morning Prayer.  The evenings are more difficult ς I try to say 

Evening Prayer at 5pm, but, you know, the meeting goes on longer than expected, there are 99 emails to answer, 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΧΧ   ¸ŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L Řƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ 

asleep. 

Prayer, like life, is about relationship ς mine with God, his with me, mine with others.  If I close myself off from 

ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ όƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎύ L ŀƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL ŀƳ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ 

ȅƻǳΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǿΦέ   Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎuses in the way of 

going deeper and allowing ourselves to be challenged.  

tǊŀȅŜǊΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

all kinds of ways of being open to God and of learning to be receptive and attentive ς silence, contemplation, using 

ŀǊǘΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΤ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΣ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭΣ vǳŀƪŜǊΣ /ŜƭǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ [Ŝƴǘ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ς 

to be honest I chose it because I like the alliteration!  Each evening will begin with a talk by a guest speaker, lasting 

about twenty minutes.  There will then be a chance for questions and reflection, and this will be followed by an 

opportunity to experience a time of prayer using the idiom described.  Please see the notice elsewhere in this 

magazine for full details. I hope many of you will come along, whatever your beliefs or faith tradition.  

It is said that the Curé d'Ars, a French saint of the 18th century, once asked an old peasant what he was doing sitting 

ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άL ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǎŀƛƴǘΩΣ ǘƘŜ нлth centǳǊȅ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L 

ǇǊŀȅ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 

Warmest good wishes 

Gareth 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

14 FEBRUARY 

A SUNG EUCHARIST 

for the beginning of Lent 

 

 
KIRTLINGTON CHURCH 

7.00pm 

 

Preacher: 

 The Revõd Julia Jonsson, Church of Sweden 
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JULIA JONSSON, a priest from our link diocese of Växjö in the Church of Sweden, 

will be spending two weeks in our benefice during February.   

Do look out for her and make her feel welcome. 

 

 

Introducing... an exciting new venture for this Easter: 

Jerusalem Joy 
 

- a musical for children and adults. Written by Roger Jones, Jerusalem Joy tells the Easter story 

from Palm Sunday to the resurrection through 12 lively songs. The performance will take place in 

the afternoon of Saturday 24th March in Kirtlington church at 4pm. We are looking for a large 

group of children and some adults who are to join in with gusto on 24 th and come to 2 practice 

sessions, on Saturday 10th March at 10am and Sunday 18th at 2.30pm. 

To find out more or to sign up contact Joanna Clifford paulandjoannac@gmail.com. All ages 
welcome. 

 
For a sneak preview of the music listen to 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/jerusalem-joy/481838924 
 

 
THE AKEMAN BENEFICE  

LENT LECTURES 2018  
 

A series of addresses, with time for discussion and reflection on the subject of  
 

PRAYER 
 

WEDNESDAYS in LENT   7.30 ð 9.00 pm .     Kirtlington Church  

       (except 7 March: Bletchingdon )  
 

21 February  PRAYING with THE PSALMS  

   The Revõd Dr Megan Daffern 

   Chaplain, Jesus College, Oxford 

   Author, òSongs of the Spiritó 
 

28 February  PRAYING with ART  

   The Revõd Georgie Simpson 

   Director, The Oxford Centre for Spiritual Growth 

       Priest and Spiritual Director  

    

7 March  PRAYING with SILENCE  

   Father John Farrell OP 

   Blackfriars, Oxford; formerly Prior Provincial 

            Dominican preacher and teacher   at Bletchingdon  

 

 

14 March  PRAYING with MUSIC  

   The Revõd Dr Jonathan Arnold 

   Dean of Divinity, Magdalen College, Oxford 

   Author, òSacred Music in Secular Societyó 

 

21 March  PRAYING and PILGRIMAGE  

   The Revõd Dr Sally Welch 

   Vicar of Charlbury and Area Dean of Chipping Norton 

   Author, òPilgrim Journeysó 

 

mailto:paulandjoannac@gmail.com
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/jerusalem-joy/481838924
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Bletchingdon Parochial CE (VA) Primary School   

After all the excitement of Christmas and the New Year, we have returned to an equally busy Spring Term.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿŜŜƪ Ψ!ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ children learned 

all about China ς they talked about things that are the same and different when comparing China to England 

and have explored Chinese festivals. Children in our Woodpecker class explored Kenya  - ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

life in Kenya to a childΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  Lƴ ƭƻǿŜǊ Y{нΣ ƻǳǊ YƛƴƎŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ {ƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΩ 

exploration in the Caribbean, created Calypso music and made Trinidadian coconut cookies. Our Owls learned 

about the indigenous people of Canada as well as its human and physical geography. 

We have been fortunate to receive visits from several people so far this term. We have had a visit from 

ΨYǊƛǎǘŀƭΩ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нп ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ κ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

poor vision. Thank you vŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ψ5ŜƴƛǎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Wƛƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  hǳǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻ 

ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǎƛŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘƻƴŜǎŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ΨWŀȊȊ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƴ hǿƭΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ!ŎƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǿƴȅ hǿƭΩ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 

meet our Year 5s and 6s.  

Our Year 5s and 6s, having looked at WW1 poetry, went on to write their own. Here are three we would like 

to share with you: 

THE PEACE AT WAR 
 

The winter snow started to fall from the diamond blue sky. 
bƻ Ǝǳƴ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΣ ƴƻ ōƻƳōǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŜǾŜΦ 
The soldiers enjoyed the peace as a familiar melody fluted through the air. 
 

The special Christmas day arrived; 
a man crawled up the trench with his emerald hat in his hand, his uniform covered in blood,  
dust and snow with his dirty hands up like a perfect target. 
 

He came closer to the German lines. 
As quickly as they could both sides prepared to arms ς but did not shoot. 
More soldiers came in a tide. 
 

They played a game of football on the new pitch (to become a field of poppies). 
Shared new friendships, shared chocolate, shared jam. 
Presents were given.  
 

BOOM! BANG! The war has begun again .The heart broken soldiers could not do it anymore.  
They wished to finish this horrible hell of a war. 
Death came again screaming. 
 

Will it stop? 
The dead lay still; silent 
The robins chirped there last breath silence, silence, silence. 
 

The sad sun sat upon space - the moon arisen. 
The British Soldiers could not fall asleep ever again. 
The Germans feared the horror of gun noises. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊΩǎ Ǝǳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
The Soldiers sat waiting for something to happen  
The men on No-aŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƴƻ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ 
 

There are no winners if this war. 
 
Freyja Phipps 
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Hope Lost 
 

tŜŀŎŜΚ tŜŀŎŜΤ tŜŀŎŜΧ 
All was quiet until a weary soldier began to sing,  
ά{ǘƛƭƭŜ ƴŀŎƘǘΣ ƘŜƛƭŜ ƴŀŎƘǘΦέ 
!ƭƭŜǎ ǎŎƘƭǎŦǘΣ ŜƛǎŀƳ ǿŀŎƘǘΦέ 
A lone robin settled on a wall of a trench  
and joined in with the sweet singing of the peaceful hymn. 
 
Soon, like the robin, 
everyone started to join the singing. 
Hope cradled every soldier to sleep 
like their wives left behind yearned to do. 
The stars treasured messages from their beloved,  
I miss you, Merry Christmas, goodnight, I love you. 
 
The dawning of the day  
heralded the peace to come and awoke the soldiers. 
The Christmas spirit chanted, urging a Tommy to go over the top,  
German guns were ready to kill. 
They realised the innocence of the man  
so joined his cause. 
 
Cheers of greetings hailed across the land of sorrow. 
Men rummaged to find gifts for new friends,  
soldiers took photos to keep the joyful memory with them. 
Men carried fallen comrades to bury them. 
A leather ball was presented by a young Scottish lad,  
a friendly game started to form and shouts of praise could be heard for miles. 
 
It was bliss for the soldiers; 
the simple reminders of home forged friendships. 
This day, declaration was exchanged for hope, memories were made, 
but cheers were drowned by the anger of a shell punching the earth, 
peace started to crumble 
at the piercing screams of the guns. 
 
I returned to the pit of Hades 
to drown my guilt in the unforgiving mud. 
With a nervy hand I picked up my rifle, 
bullets eager to escape but I kept them in their cage. 
L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ƘŜΚ 
 
5ŜŀǘƘΚ 5ŜŀǘƘΤ 5ŜŀǘƘΧ 
 
Katherine Richardson 
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Not quite peace 
 

Unforseen; the gas flooded the dark trench, 
men hauled their masks from their big bulky belts. 

The tyrants yoke pulled them over with one big wrench, 
the bullets made their skin fold and melt. 

 
The moon wrote itself weeping into the darkness. 

The trees burned the death from the solemn scene, 
the trees stood still; the snow as its harness. 

Delight spread ; like a long lost dream. 
 

A German started to sing Silent Night, 
an English carried on trilling the song. 
Like brothers, it was a beautiful sight. 
To everybody nothing could go wrong. 

 
! {ŎƻǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ ǿŜǘ ōŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ used for a game, 

the glee was reflected in the great war. 
On that defining day there was no pain 

on that one Christmas not one man seemed sore. 
 

The sound of guns pierced their eardrums, 
The returning of pain made them solemn 

and pain returned to them from their guns. 
Unfortunately the war was not gone. 

 
Charlie Brown 

 
Just to let you know that our Easter Service is on Thursday 29th March at 9.15am in St Giles Church. All 

welcome. 

Best Wishes 

Mrs Hatton and all the staff at Bletchingdon Primary School  

Bletchingdon CE (VA) Primary School Nursery 
www.bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk  

(Springwell Hill, Bletchingdon, Oxon, OX5 3ES)  
Tel: 01869 350393  

e-mail: office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk   
Headteacher: Mrs Louise Hatton  

 
 
 

Our new Foundation Stage Unit (encompassing both our Nursery and Reception Classes) opened 
last September.  
 

Admission into a nursery class is not a statutory process, as it is with a Reception class, so 
arrangements are made directly with the school. Completing an application form will let us know 
that you would like your child to be added to our list. Around fo ur months before your child is 
due to join us, we will contact you concerning the number of hours you would like your child to 
attend, invite you to come along for a visit and ask you to complete an admissions form with 
contact and medical details on. We w ill also have regular open days which you are welcome to 

attend.  
 
Our Nursery Application Form can be found on our website under óParentsô. Alternatively call us 
or pop in to see Jackie in the office.  

mailto:office.3141@bletchingdon.oxon.sch.uk
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Bletchingdon Community Foundation 
 

VILLAGE HALL REPOR T FOR 2017 
 

Your village hall has had a busy year.  We have at least one form of activity every 
evening.  Currently these include band practice, brownies, ballet, yoga and exercise 
classes.  We are also busy most weekends and in the last year there have been very 
ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘΣ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ 
etc.  Over the year eight couples chose the hall for their wedding reception or 
blessing.  During the day we are less busy but there is a regular toddler and parents 
group on Thursday morning, the popular café on Wednesday morning, the Thursday 

club,  as well as occasional other activities. 
 

The village hall also sponsored two activities during the year; a, sadly not very well attended, folk concert and a 
very well attended village party in September where the community where able to enjoy a hog roast, Morris 
dancing and a disco.  We are already planning a repeat of this on September 1st this year.  Please let us know if you 
would like to help. 
 

All of these activities have added up to give us an income of roughly £2000 per month.  The hall is, however, quite 
expensive to run, about £1200 per month on average.  Of this £1200, £200 goes on gas and electricity, £350 on 
staff costs, £100 on insurance and £350 on maintenance and services like the fire alarm.  This does leave a good 
ǇǊƻŦƛǘΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ άǎƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘέ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ 
(furniture, gas boilers etc) in the future.  Our aim is to keep the hall in good shape and decoration for all those who 
use it.  We will also be sponsoring at least one village event this year. 
 

Last year also saw the addition of an additional door between the school and the hall to provide for extra security.  
Work was also started on the transformation of the central quadrangle into a garden.  There are planters with 
paving on the east and west sides and last autumn saw a splendid display of flowers on one of these sides.  This 
year we aim to finish the planting, add some tubs with small trees and hopefully a water feature.  Our thanks to 
Julie Benton and all the other volunteers. 
 

Our thanks also to all the other people who helped and supported us this year.  To those of you who have used the 
hall, thank you, and if it was just for a single visit ς please come again! 
 

THE SHOP  
Many of you have noticed the shop starting to be built.  Legal negotiations between the Duchy, the Co-op and the 
BCF are now well advanced and we anticipate these being concluded in the next few weeks. Once this happens the 
building should grow much more rapidly.  Since the BCF will own both the shop and the flat above it, this is another 
big long term plus for the community.  Costs have to be repaid however, so the financial benefit will have to wait 
for another generation.  The social benefits of having a good, mainstream shop in the village later this year should 
ōŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎΦ  hƴƭȅ ŀ Ŧƻƻƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ōǳǘ άǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

Café updates 
 

Great news ï the Wednesday café has secured new funding to continue for the next 6 months! 

If you havenôt been yet, do come along we offer: 
Costa Coffee, bacon rolls, fresh homemade cake, newspapers, backgammon and cards all on hand for a 

 friendly community get together. 
 

 

************ **NEW EXTENDED OPENING HOURS ***********  
Now open 9.30- to 12.30 

é so you have a little longer to enjoy the caf®! 

New ï pick up service please ring 01869 351014 

**********************  
 

New café session Monday afternoon 2.30-5.30 

Weôve managed to get a grant to trial a new Monday café to replace the old Tuesday café ï this is a pilot soé. 

use it or lose it! 

 

Bring the kids after school or enjoy coffee and cake whilst you wait for the Jujitsu team to finish. 

NEW! ï Loyalty card pilot coming soon more details in the café or in your letterbox soon 

GENEROUSLY FUNDED BY BLETCHINGTON CHARITY AND BLETCHINGDON VILLAGE HALL 
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BLETCHINGTON SILVER BAND 
 
The Band has now returned to playing after a well-earned break,  following our busy Christmas season. 
 

Many thanks to everybody who was kind enough, to donate to the Band, as we played around the village, on 
the first weekend in December. After four hours of playing we adjourned to The Boat in Thrupp,  for a 
Christmas meal, where we were joined by friends, family and supporters for well-earned rest and a drink or 
two! 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas Concert, the highlight of which was the B Band playing 
ƛǘǎΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ōȅ !ƭŀƴ CŜǊƴƛŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ нлth ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ Ψ.ƭŜǘŎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ CŀȅǊŜΩ. 
 

The Band has just held its Annual General Meeting where it was our pleasure to invite Sheldon Barwick to 
continue as our esteemed Musical Director which thank goodness he agreed to. Thank you to Bridget Owen 
and Ian Peers who are standing down as Chairperson and Treasurer and welcome to our new  
Chair person Rory Gratwohl who started off in the Training Band in 1998!  
Congratulations to our Training programme trophy winners this year, Della and Maisey and our main Band 
winners Alix, Bridget and Mik. 
 

We are now rehearsing for the Oxford Brass Band Association Contest in February and our regional contest in 
March which is held in Stevenage. This year we are playing a piece by Rodney Newton ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ƻǳǊΩ 
which depicts a journey from Liverpool to Chicago onto Pacific Isles and finishes in Australia......wish us luck!. 
 

We are also busy rehearsing new music for our summer jobs.  We already have quite a few dates in our diary. 
 

We will be holding our Spring Concert in the Village Hall on 28th April.  Look for details in the next issue.  
 
 

We have been asked  to publicise the following events being held in 
Kirtlington Church and Weston Village Hall : 
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WESTON-ON-THE-GREEN WOMENõS INSTITUTE 
 

The December meeting was Weston WI annual Christmas 
supper. A delicious spread was provided by the committee with 
seasonal mulled wine and a beautiful flower display created by 
Julia. The WI Christmas tree displayed the handicraft skills of 
the members who made the wonderful decorations. The 
eveniƴƎΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŀǳƴǘƻƴ IŀƴŘ 
Bell Ringers who performed a festive recital of Christmas Carols 
which we all heartily sang along to. The ten ringers all attended 
dressed in different coloured shirts which added to the jollity of 
the evening. Peter Allen is the team leader and gave us great 

insight into the history of the ringers, the bells and the music that they play. The oldest bell dates 
from 1696 and their newest bell is only 6 years old. Each ringer performed with four bells, two in 
each hand which looked incredibly complicated but sounded wonderful.  At one stage some of our 
members were invited to take part and we all realised just how much concentration is required to 
produce that lovely sound. The ringers then joined us for supper and the evening was rounded off 
with a quiz. We all left in high spirits and full of Christmas music and cheer. 

The speaker at our January meeting was our own Diane Bohm 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ IŜǊ 
trip to China proved to be a very personal journey in her life. The 
journey started in 1982 in Canton, a city of four million people and 
most were very curious about Westerners. They also tended to 
keep themselves to themselves as they were afraid of being 
constantly watched by the police. Diane was enthralled with the 
amazing number of temples and the size of the Buddha statues. 
IŜǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ WƛƴƎΩŀƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛΦ ! ǎǘƻǊŜ 
she used to visit regularly was called the Chinese Friendship Store 
in Beijing and many of the beautiful items she bought were put on 

display for us to admire. They consisted of jewellery, tea kettles, wooden carved vases and fabric. Her time 
spent in China coincided with the one child policy, which lead to children being very precious. She also visited 
ǘƘŜ CƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ /ƛǘȅΣ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎƻǘǘŀ !ǊƳȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
first public viewings. Wherever Diane went in China so did her camera and we were very fortunate to see her 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ 
shared it with us. 

The WI in Weston meets every third Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All ladies are 
welcome to join us. Not only do we have excellent speakers at every meeting, but we also have various other 
activities going on. Our next meeting is on the 21st ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ά/ƻǊǎŜǘǎέΦ 

 

Weston on the Green Walking Group 
 

Weston on the Green have a Walking Group to which everyone is welcome to join in, we meet on the second 
Monday of every month from February to November for a walk of usually around four and a half to five miles. 
The walk is usually in the afternoon but occasionally will be a morning followed by a pub lunch. 
For the afternoon walks we meet at Weston Village Hall at 1.30pm to either walk from there or, more often 
now, drive a short distance to a suitable starting point. 
We do already have walkers who join us from Bletchington, Kirtlington and Hampton Poyle, so anyone else is 
welcome any time, there is no commitment to every month. 
Our first walk of the year will be the afternoon of February 12th, with March 12th probably being a morning 
walk followed by lunch. 
For any more information please call Graham Barnett on 01869 350707. 
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GIRLGUIDING 1ST BLETCHINGTON BROWNIES 
 
2017 finished with decorating gingerbread christmas trees and a fundraising sale towards going to Magic and 

Mayhem in the New Forest in the summer. We made thank you cards after a visit from Theresa, a leader from 
Hobart in Australia and World Thinking Day cards for friends around the world.  

 

2018 has fun plans for badges including, Speakers, Entertainer and First Aid, residentials with Pack Holiday in 
April joining 1st Tiptoe Brownies from the New Forest and Magic and Mayhem - sleeping in a circus tent! 

Australia Day is being celebrated by making ANZAC biscuits and trying special Cherry Ripes sent over by 

Theresa and Milo chocolate drink. The Trefoil Guild is celebrating their 75th birthday and we are doing a 

challenge badge to learn more about them and try new skills. For World Thinking Day we are invited other 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides to join us in Bletchington for activities based in the WAGGGS 5 World 

Centres in Africa, Switzerland, Mexico, India and the UK. We'll be going to the Oxford Gang Show and 

supporting Guides and a Young Leader from Woodstock who are performing. 
 

Anashe and Martha have worked on their Friends to Animal badge and Della has just done her Writer badge 

and is working on her Hobbies badges. Well done all.  

 
If you want to join us at Brownies or at Rainbows or Guides in Woodstock please register at 

www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus or email for more details. Rainbows are aged 5-7, Brownies 7-10 and Guides 

10-15 
 

 

100 YEARS AGO  -  Extract from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting, chaired by Lord Valentia, held on 
28th March, 1918:- 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΥ-        
                        Balance £49 . 0. 3d 
                        Arrears  £4. 9s. 6d 
The Chairman said that in future Mr Upston  (Clerk to the Charity Trustees) should attend to give any 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦέ   
 
 

50 YEARS AGO  -   Extracts from the Minutes of a Parish Council meeting, chaired by Mr A Eeley, held on 
16th February 1968:-     
         
ά/ŀǎǳŀƭ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ:   The Chairman read a letter of resignation received from  Rev. R H Daubney.  Resolved ς (a) 
that a letter of thanks for past services be forwarded to the Rector, (b) that Mr G.O.L. Jones be co-opted to fill 
the casual vacancy.                                                                                         Planning Applications:  The Parish Council 
had no comƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ  .ǳǘŎƘŜǊǎ {ƘƻǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ  [ƻƴŘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΦέ      
ά.Ŝǎǘ YŜǇǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ  -Resolved- ǘƻ  ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦƭȅŜǊǎΦέ 
άwŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ Annual Parish Meeting in the Village Hall on 14th March, 1968, and distribute notices 
ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘέΦ           
Extracts from the Annual Parish Meeting, chaired by Mr A Eeley and attended by 22 electors:-  
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ   ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ. 
Presentation of Accounts:   The Charity, Village Hall  and Parish Council accounts were presented.  
Parish Fete:  An application from the Village Hall Sub-Committee to hold a Parish Fete on the Village Green on 
29th June, 1968, was granted approval.      
Roadside Grit:   Resolved ς that the Oxfordshire County Council be requested to remove unwanted grit from 
the roadside.      
Street Lighting:  It was reported that the lamp post near the litch gate  at Church End was badly sighted and 
the wires unsightly.  The Chairman said he would look into this matter.      
Bus Shelter:   The Chairman said that he would try to get the roof repaired. 
Village SurgeryΥ  Lƴ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ 
that he would investigate the possibilities of obtaining a room and the support of the Doctors.    
Derelict Buildings:  Resolved- that a letter be written to the Associated Portland Cement Co. regarding a shed 
at the entrance to Village Farm and another at Church 9ƴŘΦέ                                                                                                 
 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
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Your local cricket club (Oxford & 
Bletchington Nondescripts Cricket Club) welcomes you 
and your children to the club and want to outline the 
potential nets sessions you might be interested in 
attending. Nets are for their under 13 and under 11s 
sections and begin in February for girls only and March for 
boys and girls! 
OBNCC have high quality coaches leading their sessions 
including county coach Lucy Gladdy and hope to 
encourage players of all experience to come and join in 
the fun. The club are really trying to encourage more girls 
to play cricket at the beginning and end of February half 
term this year so please invite girls  aged between 7-13 to 
come to the two Girls only sessions in February in 
particular. 
If you are interested and would like to learn more then 
please contact Howard.Dellar@lbmw.com and  see the 
dates and times below; These winter net sessions are held 
at Marlborough School in Woodstock. 
Sunday 11th Feb 4-5.30pm Patrick Boyd Maunsell and 
Lucy Gladdy (GIRLS ONLY) 
Sunday 18th Feb 4-5.30pm Patrick Boyd Maunsell and 
Lucy Gladdy (GIRLS ONLY) 
Sunday 4th March 4-5.30pm Patrick Boyd Maunsell and 
Lucy Gladdy (GIRLS AND BOYS) 
Sunday March 18th 4-5.30pm Lucy Gladdy (GIRLS AND 
BOYS) 
Sunday March 25th, 4-5.30pm Lucy Gladdy (GIRLS AND 
BOYS) 
Sunday April 8th 4-5.30pm. Sam Arthurs and Patrick Boyd 
Maunsell (GIRLS AND BOYS) 

 

THE  BLETCHINGTON  CHARITY  
 

The purpose of the Charity is to help persons resident in our parish who are in need, hardship or distress.     

The Charity may make grants of money, or provide or pay for items, services or facilities intended to help 
people of all ages. 

 The type of grants available are as follows:- 

     Fuel allowances during the cold weather. 

     Assistance with travel expenses to hospital, clinics, etc,  
     for individuals or  their relatives. 

     Assistance with disability aids. 

     Student grants (to assist with the cost of travel expenses, books, etc.) 
     Education supplies for children, or support for adults who are retraining. 

     TV licenses for those who may be isolated in their homes. 
 

 

If you wish to apply for a grant please write to the Charity Secretary ï Mrs Heather Smith,  at 15, St Giles, 
(01869 350417) explaining the reason for your application.    The Charity may request additional information, 

but assures all applicants that the information will remain confidential. 

The Committee members administering the Charity for the BFC are:- 
Howard Dellar (Chair), Julie Fenn, Sue Green (Treasurer), Sue Lane, Ian Gedling, Greta Bickley, Andrea 

Lambert, Sue Macready and Heather Smith (Secretary)  

 

 

mailto:Howard.Dellar@lbmw.com
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 BLETCHINGTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB  

Club Membership is due for renewal at the end of April. Renewal forms will be distributed in due 

course. If you would like to join the Club the please contact the Membership Secretary: Roger Hayward 

on 01869 350209. New members are always welcome. We are a family orientated Club that offers a 

friendly atmosphere and a chance to meet new friends. We have Sky Sports, darts, Bar Billiards, football 

and cricket teams (youth and adult). Drinks are cheap. Membership is also cheap, £6 for an individual 

annual social membership or £10 for an annual family membership. Come and have a look for 

yourselves. 
. 

Bar Billiards  

Nothing to report at present. 

Darts 

Nothing to report at present. 

Football 
Both teams are in a mid-table position of divisions two and four of the Witney and District League. 

Cricket  
Winter nets will be starting soon. See the Cricket Club website for full details. 

Forthcoming Events 

Sledgehammer 19
th

 May 
 
The Club would be grateful if ballgames were not played against the buildings as windows, guttering and drain 

pipes have been damaged. 
 

The Club would appreciate if cars did not park in the lay-by opposite the Clubôs gates as lorries have difficulty 

getting into the Club when cars are parked there. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT EXERCISE YOUR DOG IN THE SPORTS GROUND 
 

All details of the Clubs activities and links to the Sports Leagues can be found on the site. 

www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com 
 

Bar Opening Hours 

Friday   7.45pm to 11.00pm 

Saturday  7.45pm to 11.00pm   

Sunday   7.45pm to 10.30pm  
Wednesday 8.00pm to 11.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 8.00pm to 11.00pm depending on home fixtures of bar billiards and darts (see behind 

bar for weekly details) 
 

 

 

Bletchingdon PARISH COUNCIL 

Councillors: 

Mr A K Saunders (Chairman)  14, Coghill    Tel: 350705 
Mr C E Lane (Vice-Chairman)  Village Farm    Tel: 350257 

Mrs M M Knight   18, Valentia Close   Tel: 350162 

Mr M E Taylor    Stoneacre, Oxford Road   Tel: 350609 
Mr D M Ledger    3, Islip Road                Tel: 351542 

Miss J Benton    4, Springwell Close   Tel: 351489 

Mr M Kersh    The Old Rectory   Tel: 351139 
 

Clerk:  Rebecca McNaught, 4 Oxford Road.      

Email: bletchpc@gmail.com Tel: 351967 

The Clerk works from the Village Hall on a flexible basis.  If you would like to speak to her please call and 
leave a message and she will get back to you, or use email for a quicker response. 

 

District Councillors:  Simon Holland (simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 
   David Hughes (cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 

County Councillor:  Carmen Griffiths (carmen.griffiths@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 

http://www.bletchingtonsportsandsocialclub.com/
mailto:bletchpc@gmail.com
mailto:simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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Meetings: Normally held on the last Thursday of the Month, excluding December and January, unless 
otherwise advertised.  Notices of meetings are always displayed on the Parish Council Notice Board, which is 

on the Bus Shelter wall facing the Green. The Meetings are held at the Village Hall, please check the Notice 

each month for details of the agenda.  Members of the Public are welcome at Meetings, but must seek prior 
permission (by contacting the Clerk or Chairman) if they wish to join in the discussion of any matter. 
 

The next meeting will take place on 22
nd

 February, followed by a meeting on 29
th 

March.  

 

 

Finances: At the January meeting Councillors discussed the budget for 2018-19 ahead of requesting the 

precept from Cherwell District Council.  Councillors decided to ask for £21,000, which is an increase of £2,500 
on last year, however with a tax base of 392.8, this will equate to a rate of £53.46 per Band D property (a 

0.52% decrease on last year), so although there is no significant change in what the Parish Council has added to 

the Council Tax the Parish Council will hopefully receive more money. 

 

Planning Matters: 

The following application was put before the Parish Council on 11
th
 January; 

17/02550/F ï Erection of new stockyard building ï Stockyard Buildings Station Road Enslow - Cllrs discussed 
this application and had no objections. 

 

 
Notices of Decisions made in December/January(before 11/1/18): 

17/02245/F ï erection of agricultural workers dwelling ï land at Long Cut Farm, Pinchgate Lane, Bletchingdon 

ï PERMITTED 
17/02277/F ï retrospective Change of use of site edged in red as private amenity space ï Keepers Cover, 

Weston-on-the-Green ï REFUSED 

17/02046/F ï remodelling of ground floor and erection of first floor extensions to each property with new 

entrance porches (retrospective) ï REFUSED.  Cllrs asked the Clerk to find out what the applicant has to do 
now, in terms of the building work having been done without planning permission. 

17/02133/CLUE ï Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing use for change of use from B1 office to C3 dwelling ï 

The Dell, 4 Ingley Paddocks, Enslow ï PERMITTED  
 

Changing Times 

The village is undergoing a lengthy period of change ï the houses are finally appearing, but with the recent 
digging up of Station Road and forthcoming highways works there will undoubtedly be more disruption to 

come.  However, the first houses are being sold, and we have the promise of a shop later this year.  The Village 

Hall is in constant use by village groups, private classes and big parties & weddings.  The School has become 

established in the new building and has been benefitting from the facilities for nearly 2 ½ years now. 
 

The Parish Council still has reserves to help fund any additional traffic calming measures that may be required 

after Duchy Field is completed and there will be new community areas to maintain. In the shorter term, the 
Parish Council is looking at the possibility of providing fitness equipment for the Recreation Ground and to 

continue to try to ensure that the village is maintained to as good a standard as possible, given the on-going 

building works and pressures on the District and County Councils.   

 

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU! 

 

There are Parish Council Elections coming up in May, so if you have ever thought you would like to get more 

involved and do something for your community now is the time.  If you would like more information about 
becoming a Parish Councillor, please contact the Clerk or 

visit: https://www.cpalc.org.uk/becoming-a-parish-councillor 

 
There are also opportunities to help your community throughout the year ï we have the annual litter pick 

(which could be done more often) and a number of organisations which are run by volunteers would love the 

offer of help from time to time.   Do you have any suggestions of what Bletchingdon needs to make it a thriving 

community?  Please contact the Clerk with any ideas, however small or seemingly impossible. 

 

 

www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk 

 

https://www.cpalc.org.uk/becoming-a-parish-councillor
http://www.bletchingdon-pc.org.uk/
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Make a difference every day ï become a care worker 
 

Oxfordshire urgently needs more compassionate care workers to support 

vulnerable members of our community. 
 

If you want a flexible and rewarding job helping other people, then care work could be for you.  

 
You will receive all the training you need. The most important thing for employers is that you are caring, friendly  

and reliable.  

 

There are opportunities across the county so you can find a job thatôs close to home.  

 

You can work the hours that suit you - there are options to choose a fixed hours contract or a flexible contract.  

There are lots of different roles in social care depending on what you want to do, who you want to work with and 

where youôd like to work. You could be supporting an older person, someone with a physical disability, autism, 

dementia or a mental health condition. You could be working in a care home, out in your local community, in a 

hospital or from someoneôs home. 

Interested? Visit oacp.org.uk/jobs for job opportunities and to find out more about working in care. 

Anita, 46 - care worker 

óI would definitely recommend this job ï itôs different every day, youôre learning all the time and youôre making 

a difference. You can make people smile when other people canôt.ô 
 

 

***************************************************************************************  

Adverts 
N.B.  If you contact any of our advertisers would you please mention that you saw their advert in Bletchington Village News 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/My%20Documents/village%20news/Makeadifferenceeveryday-careworkerrecruitmentarticle/oacp.org.uk/jobs

