
Chairman’s Report - Bletchingdon Annual Parish Meeting – 17th May 2017 
 
Parish Office 
Our office is now well established, the slippers beneath the desk indicating that the Clerk has 
settled in well. Additional equipment has now been sourced to improve efficiency and 
security. Earlier this year a good quality printer/copier/scanner was purchased and installed. 
This is capable of printing at A3 size which will be an enormous help when we need to print 
planning applications at a readable scale. A fire safe has also been purchased to better secure 
the parish records, which have traditionally been stored in filing cabinets. 
  
County and District Councillors 
This past year our County Councillor has again been entirely absent from our monthly 
meetings. We now, thankfully, have a new one, Cllr Carmen Griffiths, who had planned to 
attend here this evening, but now has car problems so is unable to get here. Dare one suggest 
that if OCC had not cut our evening bus services, she could have availed herself of that. We 
also now have 3 District Councillors, one of whom (David Hughes) has attended one meeting, 
and another of whom (Simon Holland) worked with the PC to play a significant part in the PC’s 
objections to a proposal for a chicken factory to be built in the parish. The third (Tim 
Hallchurch) submits his regular newsletter for our information. Other than these occasions 
we have not been troubled by local councillors. 
 
I can also report that we received a visit in September from John Howell MP to discuss any 
issues parishioners may have. Cllr Lane, Cllr Knight and myself attended, and the absence of 
any other parishioners would indicate that there are no issues for which John’s assistance or 
advice was required. 
 
Fingerpiece bollards  
In January it was reported that two further bollards had been damaged and required 
replacing. On this occasion, instead of referring to OCC and paying their fees for their 
replacement programme, to their timescale, the PC elected to offer the work to supply and 
install to a local man, who carried out the required work quickly and effectively and at lower 
cost. My thanks to Chad Hendron for this. 
 
Adjacent to this is the village green, and the observant amongst you will notice the 
refurbishment of the benches located there. This work was done by Colin Knight at no cost, 
so much appreciation to Colin also.  
 
The Blacks Head 
The Blacks Head remains unchanged since its purchase a year or so ago. It is unclear who 
specifically the new owner is, although rumours abound. The PC met with the agent for the 
property in September, and proposals for the future of the pub were shown. In summary the 
plan was essentially to retain the original building more or less as it is now. The current garden 
area would mostly be developed into a dining area through the construction of a 
conservatory. The carpark would be upgraded and provide for around 20 cars. This design 
would therefore accommodate both customers wishing to partake of a quiet drink, or a full 
meal in comfort, and seemed an ideal proposal. The plan at the time was about six months to 
obtain the necessary planning permissions and a further six months for construction work and 



fitting out. The latest news indicates that the developer is currently working with CDC 
planners to agree a design which would satisfy both parties. It seems this is taking longer than 
expected. Cllr Ledger continues to monitor this situation. 
 
Enforcement 
Last year I reported that Bletchingdon now has a new Enforcement officer identified to 
address our enforcement needs. This year I can report that she resigned and consequently 
we have yet another. There are a number of outstanding issues within the parish which 
require the attention of the enforcement team, although the most significant one by far, the 
mess just south of Diamond Farm on the B4027, remains top of the list. Our latest 
enforcement officer has obtained a court order to allow the enforcement team to enter the 
site and identify precisely what is there, and from that position to develop a plan to move the 
site to one of compliance. This is potentially a big step towards improving this area. 
 
Crime 
As you will see there is no representation from Thames Valley Police again this year. They 
were unable to send someone, which indicates that either we have no crime issues which are 
considered important, or there is so much crime their officers are otherwise engaged. 
 
The Clerk does, however, have a written report from them. 
 
Aside from Police activity, the parish has also been visited by the DVLA Vehicle Licencing 
enforcement team, who had readily identified a number of vehicles parked in and around the 
village, for which no current road tax was registered. They took immediate action and 
clamped a number of these vehicles, although it is likely they missed one or two. Most were 
released, upon payment of the appropriate charges, within a few days. 
 
Housing program 
This has very obviously begun. An update from the Duchy of Cornwall this week indicates that 
phase 1 is well under way with work on phase 2 also well progressed. The first 12 homes are 
expected to become available for residency from September this year through to January. I 
am advised that 3 of these first phase homes have already been purchased. Phase 2 homes 
have expected completion between end of January 2018 and mid-April. This phase also 
includes the shop which should be completed towards the end of March. The Duchy have 
advised the agreement for the occupation and operation of the shop is still on track with the 
Co-op. The Duchy will transfer ownership of the shop itself to BCF who will grant a lease to 
the Co-op. It will then be up to the Co-op to decide when they open the doors following fitting 
out. Clearly we as a community would like the shop to open at the earliest opportunity, but 
timings for this will be entirely at the call of the Co-op. 
 
There have been some minor traffic movement problems during the early weeks of the build. 
These have been reported to the site manager who is now well on top these issues. Thanks 
to Rebecca Watkinson and her uncanny ability to spot offending vehicles. 
 
Village Hall and School  
Both seem to have become well established parts of our community in their new 
surroundings.  



 
The school is benefitting following their OFSTED = ‘Good’ of a year ago with SIAMS (Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) = ‘Good’ last month. They are to be 
congratulated.  Agreement between BCF and School has seen the MUGA open out of school 
time for general public use. In order to maintain the playing surface, however, it is important 
that items with wheels specifically, are not used in it, and that users respect this.  
 
The Village Hall is in great demand both by our community and many from outside. It has, 
after many years, become financially stable and self-supporting, a situation which will allow 
the VH committee more flexibility in its approach to both maintenance and lettings. Well done 
to them.  
The Quad is also in the process of becoming a useable area. The block paving was finally 
completed just a few weeks ago and there will be opportunities for the school and the wider 
community to use its open space. 
 
Traffic 
The PC initiated a traffic survey last summer, installing devices to record traffic count and 
speed on all roads in and out of the village. Two of these devices additionally recorded the 
type of vehicle. The results make interesting reading and Cllr Kersh will present them this 
evening. 
 
Buses 
This time last year Bletchingdon was at serious risk of losing its bus services completely due 
to overly enthusiastic cuts in financial support for the service from OCC. Although a great 
many cuts were made to services across the county, we have fortunately retained our 
services, albeit with timetable reductions. 
 
Parish Website 
This year has seen the relaunch of the parish website. It is a big step up from the home grown 
website which preceded it. This time we have a professionally developed website which 
covers just about every aspect of village life. Thanks to Cllr Ledger and the Clerk who with a 
couple of parishioners worked with the developer to provide what we now have. 
 
A big step taken by the Parish Council is to publish the minutes of its meetings and summary 
accounts on this website. There is a move from central government for local authorities and 
Parish Councils to be more open and accountable in their dealings, and this is our approach 
to providing that information, warts and all. Don’t forget that if you wish to witness the 
minutes being generated at source, Parish Council meetings are open meetings and members 
of the public are always welcome to attend and observe. 
 
Spring clean  
The Annual litter blitz took place again in March, organised once again by Cllr Kersh. He didn’t 
do it alone, so my thanks go to the hardy group of volunteers who assisted. One area which 
came under scrutiny is the overgrown area between Sands Close and Springwell Close. It is 
seriously overgrown and as a result seems to attract litter. This small piece of land remains in 
the ownership of the Duchy of Cornwall, and the PC has approached them regarding tidying 



the area up. The PC has already initiated a rough cutting back in preparation for a more 
detailed clearance. 
 
On the subject of clearing up, I am obliged to report that an increasing number of deposits of 
dog faeces continue to be found around the parish, not only on footpaths and green areas 
within the village but also on the more rural footpaths. Many of our dog walkers take the 
responsible approach, but there remain a minority who do not.  I found it unbelievable to 
come across one such deposit within one metre of a dog poo bin. How difficult can it be not 
to clear up after your dog. Dog fouling is an offence and I would encourage anyone who 
witnesses the person responsible for the offending dog, failing to clear up after it to report 
the situation. This can be done to CDC by telephone or online. A £1000 fine can help to focus 
the mind. 
 
Planning 
There are two outstanding planning proposals which have been rejected both by this PC and 
the CDC planners, and as a consequence have now been appealed to the Secretary of State 
(SoS).  
The first was for the construction of a chicken farm south east of College Farm. This is in reality 
a factory covering an area roughly the size of 3 football pitches, and which, if permitted, will 
develop chickens from 1 day old chicks, for supply to the food industry at table ready age, at 
a rate of 2.25million each year. This is clearly a commercial production venture not an 
agricultural one, which has no place in a rural setting within the green belt. It is thought that 
this appeal has been heard, but as yet the PC has no knowledge regarding the outcome. 
Whatever the result I can assure you that the PC has done what it can to protect and manage 
our community interests. 
The second was for redevelopment of the Oxfordshire Inn to provide new housing. The 
application requested permission for the function hall to be redeveloped, however in order 
to complete the planned development, it was apparent that the entire building would require 
demolition. The SoS Inspector therefore removed the words “function hall” from the 
application and as a consequence rejected the appeal. 
 
And so, finally ……... My thanks again to the members of our subcommittees. They continue 
to ease the workload of your Councillors. Thanks of course to your Parish Councillors for their 
continued commitment to ensuring we have a great and carefully managed community in 
which to live. Special thanks to Cllr Lane for taking the chair when I have been unavailable, 
and of course all of our thanks to Rebecca, who has grown, comfortably, into the position of 
Parish Clerk.  


