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BLETCHINGDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Bletchingdon Village Hall 
on Thursday 31st August, 2017 at 7:30pm
Present:	Cllr A.K.Saunders (Chair), Cllr Mrs M.Knight, Cllr Miss J.Benton, Cllr M.E.Taylor, Cllr D.Ledger, Cllr C.E.Lane, Cllr M.Kersh & County Cllr Carmen Griffiths	
141/17	Apologies:  None
142/17	Declarations of Interest:  None	
143/17	Public Participation:  No public present
144/17	To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2017:   The Minutes were approved by PC and signed by Cllr Saunders.
145/17	Update on progress from the Minutes:
a) Cllrs reported that the hedge sticking out into the road had not been dealt with.  The Clerk had not reported it to Highways and would do so as soon as possible, confirming the location to be just after the church road on Panthers Hill.
b) Sanctuary Housing – Cllr Saunders read the latest email from Claire Fraser confirming that progress was being made and that Thames Water had been able to access drains on neighbouring property, and further work on overgrowth would be carried out shortly.
c) Cllr Lane commented that despite being told PC Alderman would be in contact with him and Sue regarding neighbourhood watch and other matters, he had not heard from him at all.
d) Marlborough School bus – Despite responses from John Howell & Yarnton PC no response has been received from OCC 6 weeks after sending letter.  The Clerk chased the letter via the website contact form.  Cllr Griffiths asked for emails to be sent to her, to find out why a response hasn’t been received.
e) Water running across Springwell Hill/Kirtlington Road - “Cllr Saunders reported that the message on Fix My Street reads: “Gordon Kelman OCC Drainage Department is aware and is dealing with this issue CWM 17/08/17”  Cllr Lane stated that he had been chasing Mr Kelman without success. Cllr Griffiths will chase.
f) Gap at Springwell Close play area – this has been referred to ’traffic’ as opposed to ‘pavement’ on Fix My Street. The Clerk to chase.
g) OCC verge cutting – this has now been done.  
h) CDC residential roads grass cutting – this was cut, and is now due for another cut. Cllr Griffiths confirmed that Tim Green, at CDC, was the person to contact in future with regards this issue.
i) Cllrs asked the Clerk to report (on Fix My Street) the weed growth along kerbs and coming up through tarmac on pavements around St Giles and Annesley Close and Valentia Close.
j) Greenscythe – the clerk reported that Greenscythe have stated that the borders around the car park and Village Hall do not have a membrane under the bark and 2 visits per year isn’t enough to keep on top of the weed growth.  Matter was discussed and it was agreed that for the remainder of this year the weeding should be done more regularly by someone other than Greenscythe.  Cllr Benton suggested doing it for £10/hr in the interim to get on top of the problem.  All agreed.  The Clerk will contact Greenscythe.
k) Village name signs – Clerk still to action
l) Dog fouling signs – Clerk still to action
146/17	Enforcement Update:	Cllr Saunders reported that CDC intended to serve notices of non-compliance sometime after 4th September to the owner of the land south of Diamond Farm.  The PC was shocked to hear that the hedge removal case has been closed by CDC.  Cllr Saunders read his email response to the matter and all agreed to its content.  Cllr Saunders will write again to CDC, but also to contact DEFRA.
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147/17	County Cllr Griffiths’ Report: Cllr Griffiths told the PC that her main areas of work at the moment centred around the proposed 4,400 homes, affecting mainly Gosford and Water Eaton.  The consultation period has been extended to 13/10/17 and she urged everyone to view it and to respond as the increase in housing is going to affect everyone even in villages.

148/17	Finance:  
148a/17  Cllrs were asked to consider invoices for payments itemised on the payment schedule
	Cheque No
	Payee and Reason
	Budget
	Minute Ref
	Total Amount
	VAT

	101494

	Jake Williams
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	137/17
	£80.00
	N/A

	101495

	Playsafety Ltd
	General Admin
	092b/17
	£113.40
	£18.90

	101496
	Green Scythe Ltd
	Parks, Trees and Open Spaces
	
	£414.00
	£69.00

	
	
	
	Total
	£607.40
	£87.90


148b/17 The Clerk informed the PC that the external audit was ongoing and she had responded to  some further queries which would not incur additional charges.
149/17  Planning Matters:  
149a/17	To note Notices of Decisions: 
17/00878/F – Former Heathfield driving range -  Erection of new building containing ancillary storage, toilets, changing facilities and reception for use in connection with a football golf park and 2 no. outdoor five-a-side pitches PERMITTED
16/01706/F – Land East of College Farm - Erection of 6 No. agricultural buildings for poultry production, together with associated infrastructure of broiler building, ancillary buildings, feed bins, hardstandings, access and drainage attenuation pond. PERMITTED
17/01298/F – Hill Top Cottage, Lince Lane, rear extension PERMITTED
17/01437/F – 7-8 Bletchingdon Park Stables, new oil tank – PERMITTED
17/00949/F – The Digs, Heathfield – extension and alteration to existing (part retrospective) REFUSED
149b/17 To consider all recent Applications received from Cherwell District Council detailed below or on the District Council website up to the date of the meeting;  
	17/01483/F - Half Acre Cottage, Heathfield - Removal of Condition 11 of 12/00882/F
	17/01642/F – The Malt House – Reinstate existing original window opening – Cllrs had no objections
150/17	Reports from meetings:	
Speed Cameras – Cllr Saunders reported that the Clerk had attended a meeting at Islip to find out about the possibility of jointly purchasing a speed camera.  Cllrs raised concerns involving the amount of time required to edit the footage and send information to the police.  PC need to decide if it is something that is needed.  Agreed to wait to see the impact of the proposed alterations to our existing speed humps and extension of the 30mph zone and the addition of the zebra crossing, possibly repeating the speed monitoring that was carried out in 2016.  The Clerk will respond to Islip.
151/17	Road Sweeper:  Cllr Saunders explained that a road sweeper had been parking in the area outside Chris Lane’s gateway on Station Road (opposite the new housing development).  Cllr Saunders had contacted the road sweeper company to no avail.  Cllrs discussed reinstating the area to its original state and it was agreed that it should be re-seeded and reinstated to grass verge as it had always been.  Cllr Lane to action.
152/17	Play Park Risk Assessment:	Cllr Ledger showed the report, including photos, on the projector.  As an aside Cllrs agreed that the stone ball should be properly and safely replaced on the brick pillar at the recreation ground entrance, by the Sports and Social Club.  The PC 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	will repair the youth shelter (Clerk to get price) and will wash equipment (Cllr Benton to get a price from Jake Williams, as he did a similar job with road signs, and also find out about treating the equipment to prevent them going green).  Cllrs also noted error in the report which stated toddler swing missing, when it was clearly in photo and had been replaced earlier in year.  The Clerk will raise concerns of accuracy of report with Play Safety Ltd who PC paid to carry out Risk Assessment.
153/17  Village News Grant Request: PC agreed to pay a grant of £150 to Village News.
154/17  The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum: PC discussed the letter and decided not to give a donation to this museum.
155/17	The Co-Op:	Cllr Ledger confirmed that the steel works now visible within the building site are for the Co-Op, which is due for completion Easter 2018.
156/17	Damaged Post on Village Green:	Cllr Lane asked if he can get Chad Hendron (who installed the new posts) to reinstate damage post.  All agreed.
157/17	Date of Next Meeting:	Cllrs confirmed the date of the next meeting as 28th September 2017 at 7.30pm.  



